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tie Adfrica wild bees can often be found L termite hills and bn
Hving and dead tree trunks.,
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result : The bess attack.
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ft is bportant that people know what they are doing when
they start keeplng bees. e
g
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Trabning and experience with a acod beckesper are vital.
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The forest and water are essewtial.
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THE FOREST FOR BEES

_Just as the forest is bnportant for ws
it is equally Dwportant for bees.

There are two sorts of forest — watural
or planted. The natwral forest (s

preferved by bees.
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- The forest produces flowers provicding the bees with nectar and pollen.
- &quﬂ&ﬂnﬂc&rﬂuhmmt’ﬁmmuiﬂ&&
which may ciuse the bees to be aggressive.
- Childrewn gndd Lvestock are Less Wy o be shung,
- The betloseper cn maove Bwiy) from the hive without being fellowed by bees,

 reduces the effect of wind.
gl

It is the sanie with water which is
Mu.s.smufm:
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Hf the hive is far from water, provide itin a
container with some floating sticks so the
bees dow't drowwn whew they come to drink.

BASIC ERIPMENT - DIFFERENT SORTS OF HIVE
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wiopglew eapture bax " woodew hive raphia stem hive

Top bar wade from raphia stewm

Plastic basis hive

You can make @ hive using locally available materials

SUFFORTS
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Supports for the hive are nesded ko prokeck the bees from witker and ants,
They) olm be muacle from bricks, wheel drums or wetal ikems. These Last
sk Lowger b those moade from sticles,
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+ 20 Cm
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As long as the measurements are followed (& is poscible to change
the top bars over from. capture box to hive making easy to work.

IMPORTAMT ERIIPMENT

Covaplete protective suie
(though a pair of trousers
can be used for the
bottow. half)
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Eetkeeping Ls an activity for both men and women. There
are many suecessful woniei beekespers Ln Bas-Congo
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BEES AMND FLOWERS
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Bees are buportant both for producing heney
and especially for pollinating plants. A
.f'i%ﬂ.l

iw
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Bess lnerease the ylelds of plants they visit.
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Each field or orchard
should have a beehive to

it has beew fownd that
bees bnerense the
production of the

Avpeadn pear, eosomict, coffee. cottom, e99 plants, mangs, Ppaya, rawbutan,

nunner beans, Afrisan pear (Dacryodes edulls), sumflower and -
puonepleln. fancilyy (Cusierblbaceas) -

|
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THE BEE COLONY
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The bee colowy is composed of three sorts of bess.

-

Tog

=

THE RUEEN

The queen is the only female able to lay eggs. She keeps the
colony) going. She is the largest bee. Her abdomen is 18 to 20
now Long aind brown or yellow in colowr.

THE WORKERS

These are females which are unable to lay

eqge. They are viry active and perform
the following tasks:- guarding the hive,
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- ™ cleaning, making wax, ventilating the
hive, feeding the young and collecting
weckar and pollen.

02/11/2011

THE DROMES

These are the male bees and are Larger than the workers. Thelr only
role [s to fertilize the queens of other colonles. ﬁﬁumm
nimerous it ks a sign that the solowy is old. -'19--'_;,""" ,ﬁ'||£

THE REQUIREMENTS OF A HIVE
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REPRODULTION _
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The mating flight allows fertilization to take
wﬂmwdmaummthm

plnuuiﬂintmﬂm;afamlmndﬁmm
; Ep 20w abeve grownd,

The quesi thew Lays eags b the conb.

i »
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Ehe pitvent ealony] with fewer workeer bees.
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eells

H & wew queen is allowed to hittoh out the colowyy will divide andl swarm, Leaving

g

from

e s - _' -‘s____-ﬂ‘

foods. it

is & naturally rich product by itself. it is
good to eat honey.

It gimg.s o EREFTH

e S SRR [ |
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= IC MELPS Protoet TVO Bl

It helps digestion

- It is a good medicbne for
sore throats

- Lessens constipation

Bact do not give hongy to
babies winder one year old.
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A SOOD SITE FOR A HHVE
A e
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Beghives placed in the shade produce mort
‘ howg thaw those b open sunshine.
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SEFUL BEEEEPING BRUUPMENT

raachette
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OETAIMING A COLOMY

Row that we ow the bees habits we cam

diseuss the different stages of

besleesping. For that we muect flrst coplure
A eolowyy. There are three possibilities:-

1. Most often @ swarm way be fowad on a
brawch.
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2. Or @ swarm. may be fownd b a hole in
& tree trunke or L the growad,

ativelyy @ cateher box can be placed [n a
spot where bees are Likely to come and where they
are attracted hﬂwmml mﬂi:tﬂphﬂrs.

Ong persow chakes the braveh and
the swarm falls Lute the catcher box |
while @ third nermon Blowe cmonkor |
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Frome a tree bruske or hole D the grouwnd,

-sttpi.thﬁngthuohmﬂmt, The task s delicate and

Step 3. Place thess Lo the

otohe bo
e~ M
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Trgh

IN A CATCHER BOX

Flngd put when swarms are most Likely to
be flyjing and bait the hive or catcher box
to attract the bees by nabbing wax on the
inside and arownd the entrance.
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Place the box wear water bn o forest area.

TRAMNSFER FROM A CATCHER BOX TO THE HHVE

.
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Ownee the colony b the eateher box is well establiched and +
top bars have comb bullt pn thew, it is time to transfer the
to a hive. The catcher box has & - & top bars, each with a
Little wax to help the bees start building their comb. The
transferred bars should be placed wext to the hive entrince.

D:/cd3wddvd/NoExe/.../meister10.htm 46/75



02/11/2011

DFID Livestock Husbandry Library 1.0

S
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Perhaps [t Ls boo close ko @ path, or a houseor
ks are attackelno b ske ik Lo Dussrbouk ba
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gy —— — e

rRegular visits are

| Gwportant as they enable
W | the beskeezper ta follow -
[ i| progress of the hive. E
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The 4 things to Look for when
msptmu-ghwm are:-

= : - The quesia is preseat (Check: thaot eags
] s art belmg Lald)

Frevent swanmbng by breaking - conbs are being built along the top
down anyy queen cells seen. )
- The presenecs of pests
- pAalee sure the hive is cleaw baside and
putside

:-____-T'\ l Pl PR B N g__ it

- - { P E RS T T
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SEVETHL LAILALS LA LCUTE THUT TRE MIVE

is in good order:

@ COMES BUILT ON TOP BARS
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- "f "
Death's head hawkemoti cockroach ""J”{iﬂwk

HOW TO TELL THAT A HIVE
IS NOT WORKING WELL

WEBAK COLONY OLD @UEEN

B NCAYY T Y

D:/cd3wddvd/NoExe/.../meister10.htm 51/75



02/11/2011

7600
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MEASUWRES TO BEAL WITH PESTS
Destroy all the ante’ nects arownd the aplary

Terwadite hills

i
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MEASURES TO DEAL WITH ANTS
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eVt branches which towch the hive

Sprinkle chalk or wood-ash 1 meter Arpund the hive

MEASURES TO REAL WITH PESTS
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WHAT TO BO WHEN A HHVE
IS NOT WORKING WELL

oL RIEEN

- Checke that there are £90s
Less thaw 3 days old
- KAl the queen
- Adfter one week cheok that
D:/cd3wddvd/NoExe/.../meister10.htm 56/75
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VATUTTE YY) S W s o uﬂnw.l.snmm

HOW TO IMCREASE PRODUCTION
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tf the aplary L ﬁrﬁnn;;&,?hun
o=t SUpply mearty).

HARVEST

.....
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wm

J
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A GOOD HARVEST OF PURE HOMNEY

—_— = m————

Begkerping ic wot complicated providing flowering has bezw
satisfactory and regular lnspections carried out.,

v Mk ; -
g ‘W /:-:T\
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HONEY EXTRACTION

b fe eonmentnn Fenn Hae sl b fltevisa B Hormoh sloche or slobi
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T - ———— T e T [ — g e g e s

mpsqulhuulﬂr.g {ulmtmwir:ndﬂu-gJ ac soon. as possible after
harvesting. A second filtering should then be caried out uslng a finer
mgsh cloth, Fllberiag should be done ot nlght when there Gre no bees
flying arowemd. Homey should aot be heated whea extracting,
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HYGIENE

It is bacportant to follow three basis rules of
hijgiene to prevent dirt and germs
contaminating the honey:-
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3
K
pon't add water to howel. !
EXTRACTION AMD PREPARATION
@ OF WA
Use the conchs, after _\Mﬁmi}mn
extracting the honey. sausepan with some
water awnd boll
witil i becowes
Pour the Liquid Yokl Wse twp sticks to
through & sack squeeze the wax out
MAESTeY K 7 ofthesack.
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qu

A solid dise of
wix forms.

o

A
g

MARIMNG WAX SHEETS

1)
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Flx the strips
owkp top bars

% i r
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This will guide the
bess to construct sombs

i Bl
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FAMILY
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VBT i oy

Please send comments or suggestions on this book to:-

Paul Latham, Croft Cottage, Forneth, Blairgowrie, PH10
6SW,
United Kingdom
E mail address: paul@latham9.fsnet.co.uk

For contacts on beekeeping within Africa write to:-
Bees for Development, Troy, Monmouth, NP25 4AB,
United Kingdom
E mail: info@beesfordevelopment.org
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Copies of this booklet can be obtained from:

Loch Fyne Services, Bay Villa, Strachur, Argyll PA27
8DE,
United Kingdom
E mail: strachur@aol.com
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Edible mushrooms of Bas-Congo

Edible caterpillars of Bas-Congo
Local vegetables of Bas-Congo

Tree planting in Bas-Congo

Integrated Development Project of the Salvation Army,
Democratic Republic of Congo
Post Box 8636, Kinshasa 1 D.R.C.

4B
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Title: Beekeeping in Central Africa

This booklet is the English version, with some
adaptation, of one produced in French
by the Integrated Development Project of the Salvation
Army, Democratic Republic
of Congo for use in the Bas-Congo province.
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