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This document addresses common questions about Microsoft SQL Server 6.5 including features, pricing, and upgrade policies. For additional information regarding Microsoft SQL Server 6.5 please contact your Microsoft reseller.





Whatís new in Microsoft SQL Server 6.5?


Microsoft SQL Server version 6.5 is designed specifically for distributed client-server computing. It providesóin one box at one priceóa complete and integrated system of database management software to meet the challenges facing todayís global businesses. Key new technologies include:


Distributed Transaction Coordinator to manage transactions that span two or more SQL Server systems


Built-in heterogeneous data replication to ODBC subscribers to enable distribution of data to non-SQL Server systems


Dynamic Locking to reduce contention between users trying to insert rows on the same page simultaneously (Insert Row-Level Locking)


Internet Integration to ensure that SQL Server systems can send and receive information via the Internet or internal intranets


Increased performance and scalability including better parallelization through the use of native Windows NTÆ threads, improved asynchronous I/O and a streamlined checkpoint process


(See Microsoft SQL Server 6.5 New Features and Benefits for additional detail.)


How much does SQL Server 6.5 cost?


SQL Server 6.5 offers pricing based on both concurrent usage and a per seat basis.  For concurrent usage, pricing begins at an estimated retail price of $1399 for a five-user system. Packages based on 10, 25, 50, 100, 250+ users are also available, as are volume discounts.  On a per seat basis, the pricing for SQL Server remains unchanged, at an esimated retail price of $999 per server and $149 per user.  Users can convert from concurrent licensing to per seat at no charge. (See Microsoft SQL Server version 6.5 SQL 6.5 US Pricing Details for additional detail.)


Have there been any licensing changes?


No, simply the addition of 5, 10, 25, 50, 100, and 250+ user packages. You must have one license for each server and one CAL for each user on a system. Individual server licenses are priced at approximately $849 and additional client access licenses are available in packages of five for about $739 and twenty for about $2,369. 


Can I still acquire SQL Server 6.0?


In order to support application development projects already underway SQL Server 6.0 will be available through Microsoft Select offerings and as a Master License Pack (MLP). Retail packaged versions of SQL Sever 6.0 are no longer available. 


Whatís SQL Workstation?


SQL Workstation is a single user licensed version of SQL Server 6.5. Since itís based upon the SQL Server DBMS it offers the same features, functions, performance and behavior as SQL Server and is therefore an ideal platform for developers interested in building high-performance distributed business applications.


In addition to the SQL Sever DBMS, data replication and enterprise management tools, SQL Workstation also includes development  libraries for C and Visual BasicÆ programmers. The Open Data Services programmable gateway technology for developing host gateways and other server-based applications is also included. SQL Workstation supports up to 15 network database connections and is licensed for a single user for either development or production purposes. SQL Workstation cannot be upgraded to SQL Server.


How much does SQL Workstation cost?


The estimated street price for SQL Workstation is about $499.


Whatís the upgrade policy for SQL Server 6.5?


The Microsoft SQL Server Upgrade Policy is to provide an upgrade path for past SQL Server versions 4.2x and 6.0.  The upgrade from 4.2x represents a Major Upgrade, while the upgrade from 6.0 represents a Minor Upgrade. In a Major Upgrade, the Client Access Licenses must also be upgraded, as well as the server.  In a Minor Upgrade, only the server needs upgrading. (See Microsoft SQL Server version 6.5 Upgrade Policy for additional detail.)


What is the upgrade policy for SQL Workstation?


Using the SQL Workstation Version Upgrade (360-00009) customers can upgrade a SQL Workstation 4.2x or 6.0 to SQL Workstation 6.5.   Proof of purchase is required. Estimated retail $249.00


Is there a ëfreeí upgrade period if I acquired SQL Server 6.0 just prior to the release of SQL Server 6.5?


Yes. Customers who acquired SQL Server or SQL Workstation version 6.0 after March 1, 1996 are entitled to upgrade the server and client software for which they are legally licensed, for a nominal cost covering shipping and handling.  The special upgrade offer is available direct from Microsoft.  Proof of purchased is required.


Am I required to upgrade to version 6.5?


You can continue to use your SQL Server software under the license terms provided with the product when it was acquired. Upgrade only if you need the additional functions or performance offered by this release.


Where can I get my upgrade?


All regular product upgrades are available through local Microsoft resellers. Upgrades for customers who acquired SQL Server after March 1st 1996 will be processed by the Microsoft Sales Information Center. The Center can be reached at 800.426.9400


Whatís Microsoft Select Maintenance?


Select Maintenance is a software upgrade program which automatically provides major and minor release upgrades over the duration of its two year term. Select Maintenance helps customers reliably predict software expenditures and often results in lower software upgrade costs. Contact your Microsoft reseller for additional details. 
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