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Overview

Today’s organizations require a server infrastructure that facilitates fast file and print services, rich Web and multimedia support, integrated application services, high-bandwidth networking, high system availability, and sophisticated management tools.

Microsoft® Windows NT® Server, version 5.0 builds upon the strengths of Windows NT Server version 4.0 by providing a platform that is faster, more reliable, easier to manage, and introduces truly scalable, next-generation directory services. Users of this new release will find that it is:

· More Manageable. Windows NT Server 5.0 helps deliver a significantly lower total cost of ownership with the Active Directory™ directory services, centralized policy-based administration, powerful new remote administration tools, Plug and Play for the server, and more.

· Most Comprehensive. By integrating best-of-breed file, print, Web, application, and communications services, Windows NT Server 5.0 expedites a wide range of cost-effective business solutions for your organization.

· The Best Long-term Investment. Windows NT Server capitalizes on your existing investments in Windows® on the desktop, and enjoys a broad level of industry support, making it the right choice for your next server operating system. 

Lower Total Cost of Ownership. Windows NT Server 5.0 helps administrators manage and secure their networks more easily from a central location and provides new tools to automate the most common administrative tasks, making it the best possible choice to decrease the total cost of ownership. It is designed to:

· Automate Common Tasks. The new release introduces new tools to help reduce costs associated with daily management of your servers, including administration automation, dynamic system expansion, Plug and Play networking, delegation of administration, and more.

· Simplify Management of Client Systems. Group Policy features allow 

administrators to define sets of applications and specific system configurations that users should have based on their location in Active Directory and the Windows NT security groups to which they belong. 
· Increase Server Uptime. Windows NT Server 5.0 introduces powerful new health monitoring tools, Plug and Play system configuration, and increases in overall system reliability to help ensure that servers stay up and running.

Most Comprehensive. Windows NT Server 5.0 promotes a wide range of solutions across workgroup, departmental, branch office, and enterprise server systems. For example:

· File Services. Windows NT Server 5.0 is a powerful file server, introducing disk quota support, hierarchical storage management, the ability to add disk space to an NTFS volume without rebooting, Distributed File System (DFS), Encrypting File System, distributed link tracking, and more.

· Print Services. Windows NT Server 5.0 makes printing easier and more flexible than ever before with new Internet Printing capabilities and Active Directory Integration so users can easily share and find printers across the network.

· Web Services. With Microsoft Windows NT Server version 5.0 Internet Information Server (IIS) services and a powerful, integrated search engine, Windows NT Server 5.0 continues to be the best platform for hosting intranet sites, running large public Internet sites, and deploying powerful Web-based business applications.

· Application Services. Windows NT Server 5.0 provides developers with the most comprehensive set of services needed to build scalable business solutions quickly and easily. These services include component management and transaction services, Web application services, message queuing, support for Java on the server, rich database connectivity, and more.

· Next-Generation Networks. Windows NT Server 5.0 helps implement faster, more cost-effective networks for Intranets, virtual private networks and local- and wide-area networks with native asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) support, TAPI 3.0, Directory Enabled Networking, QoS and RSVP protocol support, IPSec, faster TCP/IP, and updated services for the Macintosh.
· Enterprise-Level Security. The new release implements the latest in enterprise-level security–Kerberos version 5.0 and public key infrastructure–to help provide a flexible security solution that integrates with your existing environment.

The Best Long-term Investment. As organizations move to consolidate the number of operating environments they support on their corporate networks, it is critical to invest in a platform that integrates with your existing systems and has the highest levels of industry support. For the following reasons, Windows NT Server is the right choice:

· Works with what you have. Beta 2 includes new tools to help you integrate Windows NT Server 5.0 with your existing environment, such as Novell DS migration, Microsoft Exchange Server and Windows NT Server upgrades and migrations, UNIX interoperability, and more. Additionally, Windows NT Server 5.0 is built from the ground up using the latest industry standards, including LDAP, SSL, TCP/IP, DNS, DHCP, WBEM, X. 500, X.509, and more–making it easier to integrate Windows NT Server into heterogeneous environments.

· Active Directory. The Windows NT Server 5.0 Active Directory is the first directory service that is scalable, built on a foundation of Internet-standard technologies, and fully integrated at the operating system level. Benefits include improved information sharing and common management of users, computers, applications and directory-enabled network devices and applications. 

· Enterprise-Scale Performance and Availability. Taking advantage of the latest hardware and interconnects, clustering services are enhanced (along with easier setup and configuration) in Windows NT Server 5.0. A large physical memory (greater than 4 GB) is supported on both Intel Pentium II Xeon and Compaq Alpha systems; SMP scalability is further improved; appropriate support for MMC and WEBM is provided; and sorting performance is markedly accelerated in this major new release.

· Industry Support. Industry support for Windows NT Server 5.0 from independent software vendors (ISV), OEMs, channel partners, trained technical professionals, training organizations, and others helps make Windows NT Server 5.0 the best long-term investment for organizations of all sizes. In fact, more than 30 leading ISVs have already announced plans to integrate their line of business applications with the Active Directory.

Evaluating the Beta

Customers that perform beta testing will have a better understanding of how to take advantage of the key benefits of the Windows NT Server 5.0 operating environment. Furthermore, aggressive testing of the beta will help to improve on the quality and feature set of Windows NT Server 5.0.

More information on the overall beta program can be found at http://www.microsoft.com/windowsnt5.
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Windows NT Server 5.0 Beta 2, the next release of the world’s best selling server operating system, provides the most powerful foundation for cost-effective business computing.
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