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Bringing the Ease of Visual Basic to Windows CE






From cell phones to handheld PCs, gas pumps to game consoles, a new generation of communication, entertainment, and information-access devices is hitting the market. These devices(which will be powered by the Microsoft Windows CE operating system(represent a huge, 
new opportunity for devel-
opers. By enabling you to 
build Windows CE(based applications in the familiar Visual Basic environment, the Windows CE Toolkit for 
Visual Basic 6.0 makes it fast and easy to take advantage of this opportunity.
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Today’s Familiar Development Environment(
Tomorrow’s Killer Applications. 

A new generation of devices is about to change the way people interact with information in all aspects of their lives(both business and personal. Even those who resist PCs because of their complexity will find the simplicity and functionality of these new devices compelling. Microsoft has designed an entirely new, compact, modular, real-time operating environment to serve as the foundation for these devices: the sophisticated Windows CE operating system. Complemented by advances in wireless technology, this new operating system will support an exceptionally wide range of applications(from consumer electronics to specialized industrial controllers. Because of the infancy of  these new devices in the product lifecycle, the market for Windows CE application software development is huge(and wide open to developers. 

Build applications to unlock new business opportunities.

To help you take advantage of this new opportunity, Microsoft created the Windows CE Toolkit for Visual Basic 6.0. This toolkit, which integrates with the Microsoft Visual Basic 6.0 development environment, is the most productive way to build applications for Windows CE(based devices. It supports familiar Visual Basic features, including visual design and IntelliSense® Technology(making it easy to apply 


your knowledge of Visual Basic to Windows CE(based devices.
Here are just a few examples of how you can use the Windows CE Toolkit for Visual Basic 6.0 to unlock a whole new world of business opportunities:
· Move task-specific business and entertainment processes such as 
e-mail, Web browsing, asset tracking, and other common corporate applications to mobile devices. 

· Build highly mobile applications such as contact managers, factory or warehouse maintenance software, sales force automation, human resources applications, and Internet access appliances that leverage the power and elegance of the 
Windows CE operating system.

· Support next-generation wireless communication devices such as cellular and Web phones.

· Build applications for devices that capture data where it originates and feed it quickly into corporate databases, as well as networked, thin-client applications that can access remote data stores and communicate with networked servers.

With the Windows CE Toolkit for Visual Basic 6.0, you get the best of two worlds: the productivity of a familiar development environment, combined with the opportunity to conquer a new development frontier.


Product Highlights

Familiar environment gets you up and running fast.

· Use your existing knowledge and training to quickly create 
Windows CE(based solutions within the same development environment you use for traditional Windows-based applications.
· Use the Visual Basic 6.0 IntelliSense Technology to increase your produc-
tivity with on-the-fly programming assistance, including statement completion, parameter information, and syntax error checking.

· Build applications for Windows CE efficiently by dragging 
Windows CE(specific components from the toolbox and dropping them onto the Visual Basic Form Designer.
Comprehensive access to Windows CE platform increases productivity.

The Windows CE Toolkit for Visual Basic 6.0 allows developers to take advantage of a familiar environment and language to build applications for next-generation Windows CE(based information, communication, and entertainment devices.

· [image: image4.wmf]Save time by using COM/OLE(the world’s most successful and powerful component model(to build reusable solutions for Windows CE(based devices.

· Develop compelling, commercial-quality applications by using the DECLARE statement to gain direct access to custom Dynamic Link Libraries (DLLs) and Windows CE operating system functionality. 

· [image: image5.png]_______________ Microsoft
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Build compelling mobile applications by accessing communication protocols such as TCP/IP via an infrared or serial port.
· Save time and eliminate duplication 
of effort by reusing ActiveX® code modules.
The Windows CE Toolkit for Visual Basic 6.0 extends the Visual Basic development system with new tools and technologies that help developers design, develop, debug, and deploy Windows CE(based applications.

· Use the unique Windows CE CommandBar control to fit toolbars and menus on compact mobile device displays by simply dragging the con-
trol from the toolbox and dropping it onto the Visual Basic Form Designer.

Range of tools speeds debugging and deployment.

· Perform fast, efficient testing and deployment by allowing the 
Windows CE Toolkit to automatically copy and launch bulletproof applica-
tions on a mobile device or emulator after compilation.

· Fix bugs quickly and remotely with a graphical debugger that helps eliminate errors as applications run on Windows CE(based devices or an emulator.
· Maximize your control over develop-
ment for Windows CE through a variety of enhanced remote tools 
that provide details on application execution.
· Avoid costly hardware investments 
by testing applications on a 
Windows CE(based device emulator, which simulates the look of the actual device on your PC. Easily add new emulators to the Toolkit as they become available.

Complete solution unlocks new business opportunities. 

· Build high-performance, data-aware solutions by using a subset of the powerful ActiveX Data Objects (ADO) data access mechanism for desktop and workstation computers.
· Ensure up-to-date data by using Windows CE Services to automatically synchronize local copies of database tables with Microsoft Access, Microsoft SQL ServerTM, and other remote data stores.
· Build solutions for Handheld PC, Handheld PC Pro, and Palm-sized PC devices for maximum mobility and flexibility, easy maintenance and administration, and powerful data retrieval and analysis.
· Extend your development to the global marketplace by using standard Windows resource strings to localize applications across all Windows CE(
supported languages.

· Stay current by plugging development kits for the latest Windows CE(based devices into the Windows CE Toolkit.
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Specifications

To use Microsoft Windows CE Toolkit for Visual Basic 6.0, 
you need:

· PC with Pentium-class processor; Pentium 90 MHz or higher processor recommended 

· Microsoft Windows 95 or later operating system or Microsoft Windows NT® Workstation operating system version 4.0 with Service Pack 3 or later*

· Microsoft Visual Basic 6.0 Professional Edition or Enterprise Edition 

· 16 MB of RAM for Windows 95 or later (32 MB recommended); 24 MB for Windows NT 4.0 
(32 MB recommended) 

· Hard-disk space required: 

· Minimum installation: 60 MB 

· Complete installation: 145 MB 

· 300 MB required if installing online documentation

· CD-ROM drive compatible with multimedia PC specification 

· VGA or higher-resolution monitor required; Super VGA monitor recommended 

· Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device

*Windows NT required for emulation.





Windows CE Toolkit for Visual Basic 6.0 Extended Feature Table


Feature�
Benefit �
�
Windows CE Toolkit for Visual Basic 6.0�
Unlock new business opportunities by creating applications for next-generation communication, entertainment, and information devices in a familiar development environment.�
�
Familiar development environment�
Use existing knowledge to get up and running on Windows CE(based development without significant additional training. �
�
Most Windows CE APIs identical to Windows counterparts�
Apply existing knowledge/expertise to building applications for a new class of devices.�
�
Familiar Visual Basic 6.0 Form Designer and ActiveX code modules�
Quickly design applications visually by dragging and dropping controls onto a form. �
�
IntelliSense Technology �
Increase development speed with on-the-fly programming assistance, including statement completion, parameter list information, and syntax checking.�
�
Windows CE emulation �
Save money by simulating devices on your PC(no need to buy new hardware.�
�
Reusable code bases �
Complete projects faster(saving time and money(by importing existing code from applications built for traditional PC environments into the Windows CE environment.�
�
Support for COM/OLE(the world’s most successful and powerful component model �
Save time and money by building reusable solutions for Windows CE(based devices.�
�
ActiveX Data Objects (ADO) data access mechanism 


�
Access a wide range of desktop and workstation application and operating system services to build high-performance, data-aware solutions.�
�
DECLARE statement for direct access to custom DLLs and Windows CE operating system functionality


�
Speed development of compelling, commercial-quality applications by accessing the entire Win32® API from Visual Basic. �
�
Windows CE CommandBar control �
Use this unique Windows CE visual control to fit user interface elements on compact mobile device displays.�
�
Access to communication protocols such as TCP/IP via infrared or serial port�
Speed development of compelling mobile applications through increased flexibility in connecting devices to one another and to back-end enterprise processes. �
�
Auto-Deploy of applications �
Save time by running and testing applications built on a PC on remote Windows CE(based devices, with no additional configuration or setup.�
�
Remote application debugger �
Fix bugs quickly and remotely with a graphical debugger that helps eliminate errors as applications run on Windows CE(based devices or an emulator. �
�
Remote Tools that provide details on application execution�
Take full control over remote devices by monitoring and debugging their applications from the desktop Visual Basic environment. �
�
Automatic Data Synchronization�
Keep data current by automatically synchronizing local database tables with remote data stores. �
�
Plug-in SDKs for new devices �
Stay current with the latest devices without buying new tools by simply plugging their SDKs into the Windows CE Toolkit.�
�






For more information about Microsoft Windows CE Toolkit for Visual Basic, visit http://msdn.microsoft.com/cetools/.





Build mission-critical enterprise solutions with Microsoft Visual Studio® 6.0 Enterprise Edition, the complete development suite. It includes: 





Microsoft Visual Basic 6.0 Enterprise Edition development system 


Microsoft Visual C++® 6.0 Enterprise Edition development system


Microsoft Visual FoxPro® 6.0 Enterprise Edition database development system


Microsoft Visual InterDev TM 6.0 Enterprise Edition Web development system


Microsoft Visual J++® 6.0 Enterprise Edition development system for Java


Microsoft Visual SourceSafe TM 6.0 version control system


Microsoft BackOffice® Server 4.5 Developer Edition 
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For the latest developer news and more information on Microsoft’s broad range of resources for developers, including support programs, events, training, and the MSDNTM Library Online, visit MSDN Online at http://msdn.microsoft.com/.
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TO ORDER:


To order Microsoft Windows CE Toolkit for Visual Basic 6.0, or to receive a reseller referral in the United States or Canada, call (800) 621-7930, Dept. A334DS. Outside the United States and Canada, please contact your local Microsoft subsidiary. Customers who are deaf or hard-of-hearing can reach Microsoft text telephone (TTY/TDD) services by calling (800) 892-5234 in the United States or (905) 568-9641 in Canada. 











