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IBM’s vision of integrated information 

—

Alternative methods of integrating information

—
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Distributed access and data consolidation 
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The data consolidation or ETL/replication approach.
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Comparing federation and data consolidation 
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Real-time or near real-time access to rapidly changing data is required. 

irect immediate write access to the original data is required. 

It is technically difficult to use copies of the source data. 

1 The term “copy” is used loosely here and in the following discussion. It may or may not imply an exact copy; 
for ease of use, performance or other reasons, the data may have been substantially transformed during 
the data consolidation process. 
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The cost of copying the data exceeds that of accessing it remotely. 

–

–

–

–

  It is illegal or forbidden to make copies of the source data. 

The users’ needs are not known in advance. 

Read-only access to reasonably stable data is required. 

Users need historical or trending data. 
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Data access performance or availability are overriding requirements.

Information 

integration—Extending the data warehouse

Users’ needs are repeatable and can be predicted in advance. 

ransformations or joins needed are complex or long-running. 

Successfully combining federation and data consolidation approaches 
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Federation and data consolidation tools 

EII
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—
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Extract, transform and load (ETL) 

Replication 
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Combining tool sets to solve business problems

Improving call center performance 

Information integration—Extending the data warehouse 
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Expanding data warehouse sources 

Supporting a distributed network of operational systems 
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Conclusion 
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