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Flash Based Applications - The Root Problem

• Reliance on Visual Branding and Graphic-Heavy Layouts

• Site Pages Contain Little or No Body Copy

• Flash Sites Are Not Easily Indexed by Search Engine Crawlers

• Some Search Engines Attempting to Index Flash-based Sites

• Content Extracted From .SWF Files is Often Incomplete and 
Contextually Inaccurate
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Maybe Some Day Soon…
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Site based entirely in Flash 
and top level pages contain 

very little content

Extensive drink recipe 
database, hidden from 

search engines

The Bar – Great Content | Great Experience
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Learn to Make Your Favorite Drinks 
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No Bar | No Recipe | No Drinks 
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Is your Content Invisible to Search Engines?

• Rich Internet Applications (RIAs) limits the amount of 
visible content for spiders to ‘feed’
• Adobe Flash & Ajax (Lazlo, Flex and others) 

SE Spider/BOT PerspectiveUser/Browser Perspective
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Flash Optimization Techniques

• Adobe Search Engine SDK
• http://www.adobe.com/licensing/developer/search/faq/
• Google It!

• SWF Address / SWF Object
• http://blog.deconcept.com/swfobject/
• http://www.asual.com/swfaddress/
• Google It!

• sIFR – Scalable Inman Flash Replacement
• http://www.mikeindustries.com/sifr
• Google It!

http://www.adobe.com/licensing/developer/search/faq/
http://blog.deconcept.com/swfobject/
http://www.asual.com/swfaddress/
http://www.mikeindustries.com/sifr
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Adobe Search Engine SDK
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Adobe Search Engine SDK

• Extracts text and links from a Flash .SWF file to an HTML 
document

• Supports SWF files created for Flash Player 3,4,5,6,7 & 8

• Matt Cutts says “Google uses SDK to extract text/links 
from SWF files”

• Not a stand-alone solution
• Doesn’t provide a ‘comprehensive’ perspective of site 

structure
• Does not allow for PageRank distribution
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.SWF Address & .SWF Object 
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Why is SWF Address Important?

• Software library built to enable ‘deep linking’ within Flash 
& AJAX applications

• Allows for the creation of unique virtual URLs that can 
point to a website section or an application state.

• SWFAddress enables a number of important capabilities 
which are missing in today's rich web technologies 
including:
• Bookmarking in a browser or social website
• Sending links via email or instant messenger
• Finding specific content with the major search engines
• Utilizing browser history and reload buttons
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SWF Address in Action | Use the Force

http://www.lucasarts.com/games/theforceunleashed/

Flash based 
navigation

Flash based 
navigation

http://www.lucasarts.com/games/theforceunleashed/
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Each Section Within The Flash Experience Has 
a Unique URL 

http://www.lucasarts.com/games/theforceunleashed/#/story/characters/

http://www.lucasarts.com/games/theforceunleashed/#/story/characters/
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SWFObject

• Preferred SEO Alternative
• Detects Flash Plug-in on All Major Browsers
• Uses Adobe’s Standard embed Tag
• Ease-of-Integration
• Degrades Gracefully
• Forward Compatible
• Usable in Valid HTML and XHTML 1.0
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Who Uses SWFObject?

• Adobe (customized version): http://www.adobe.com

• The Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/

• Windows.com: http://www.windows.com

http://www.adobe.com/
http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/
http://www.windows.com/
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Flash Based Optimization Alternatives

• Utilize a DIV with search engine accessible content, and JavaScript 
to detect when browsers are capable of viewing Flash

• When the browser has Flash capability, the JavaScript manipulates 
the page's document object model to replace the alternative content 
with the Flash movie.
• Search engine spiders without JavaScript, so they see and index the 

alternative content. The alternative content may contain links, heading, 
styled text, images—anything you can add to an ordinary HTML page. 

• To prevent page breaks when alternative content is larger than the 
Flash player placeholder use a DIV, and set it's CSS property 
"overflow:auto" to create a scrolling text area 
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Create Alternative Content Layer
<head>
<script type="text/javascript" src="/jscript/flashobject.js"></script>
</head>
<body>
<div id="flashcontent">

<h1>Make the Most of Your Investments</h1>
<p>Looking for ways to reduce your tax burden and move closer to your financial goals? Whether it's sending your kids to college, saving for 
retirement, or starting your own business, H&R Block Financial Advisors is here to help.</p>
<p>Learn More about <a href=“http://www.hrblock.com/investments/tax_smart/index.html“>Tax-smart Investing</a></p>

<h1>Taxes</h1>
<p>Pre-order TaxCut Deluxe + State today! Buy now, and get a head start on your 2006 taxes with our special pre-season offer. Hurry - offer 
ends Sept. 30, 2006!</p>
Other <a href=“http://www.hrblock.com/taxes/index.html”>Tax Services</a>

<div class="footer2"><a href="/taxes/products/product.jsp?productId=31&WT.svl=1008" title="TaxCut Online">TaxCut
Online</a> | <a href="/taxes/products/product.jsp?productId=34&WT.svl=1009" title="TaxCut Software">TaxCut
Software</a> | <a href="/taxes/products/product.jsp?productId=64&WT.svl=1010" title="Office Services">Office
Services</a> | <a href="http://www.hrblock.ca/" title="H&R Block Canada" target="_blank">H&R
Block Canada</a> | <a href="/turbotax/index.html?WT.svl=1012" title="Comparison Page | TurboTax&reg;">Compare
TurboTax</a><sup>&reg;</sup> | <a href="/taxact/index.html?WT.svl=1013" title="Comparison Page | TaxACT&reg;">Compare
TaxACT</a><sup>&reg;</sup>

</div>
</div>
<script type="text/javascript">
var fo = new FlashObject("/flash/newstyle.swf", "mymovie", "800", "105", "6", "#ffffff");
fo.write("flashcontent");
</script>

Required external JavaScript file

Content 
marked up 
with standard 
header tags, 
links, etc.

Include 
navigation to 
other areas of 
the site.

Calls the Flash swf to replace 
the div “flashcontent” with
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sIFR
Scalable Inman Flash Replacement
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• Replaces short text blocks with Flash movies of selected 
typefaces
• Platform Independent
• Local Fonts Not Required

• Uses a combination of JavaScript, CSS & Flash

• Developed by Mike Davidson & Mark Wubben
• Based on initial code (IFR) framework conceived  by Shaun 

Inman

• Best used for page headers, dynamic leads or 
carousels

sIFR Image Replacement
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Flash carousel 
gallery delivers rich 

user experience  
(images, etc.) 

Flash carousel 
gallery delivers rich 

user experience  
(images, etc.) 

Search engine spider 
‘food’ formatted using 

standard HTML 
markup (H1/H2)

Search engine spider 
‘food’ formatted using 

standard HTML 
markup (H1/H2)

sIFR Meets Both Design and SEO Objectives
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Conclusion
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The Bar Can Achieve Higher Rankings!

• By applying Flash 
SEO best 
practices, 
TheBar.com can 
improve natural 
search visibility

• And so can YOU! 
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Thank You

28 w.23rd Street, Floor 6
New York, NY 10010

212.991.4328
chrish@360i.com

Chris Humber
Sr. Director of SEO Services
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