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Internet Population & Penetration
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Japan

• 87.5mil on Internet
• 68% penetration
• 50%+ on Broadband
• Japanese: 4th 

popular language on 
Internet
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• Mobile/Internet
– Web, E-commerce, Blog, SNS, Video, etc.

• SNS

• Blog
– Blog to book, TV shows, movies

• Video

What’s hot?
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Top Properties
Top 5 Properties Users/month (mil)

Yahoo 42.6

Google 27.1

Rakuten 27.0

NTT Communication 24.2

Microsoft 23.2
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Search Options

All the web Pages in
Japanese
language
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Keyword assist
(suggestions)

Click ▶ to view
more words 
related to 
suggested word
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QR Code
Search Box
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Mobile Internet

• Mobile web: i-mode, EZweb, Yahoo…
• More Internet access
• Official/non-official sites
• E-commerce

– Payment method
• Mobile SEO/SEM



©2008 AJPR LLC 12

Language Issues

• 4 different sets of letters and characters

• No spaces segmenting the words

• Spelling variation 
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Keyword Challenges

“Screamer” by Motoko ;-)
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Keyword Research

Must find the best (most popular) words/phrases used 
in Japan for SEO, and create the list of all popular 
words/phrases for PPC.

- Different words, spellings, character sets, etc.-

Search Engine
l l

E-Commerce
l l

E-コマース (4,300)
Or

電子コマース (460)

検索エンジン (102,000)
Or

サーチエンジン (16,000)
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Consider These

- Localize it, don’t just translate it.

- Conduct extensive keyword research.

- Have a room to adapt what works in 
Japan.

- Consider different doorways to approach 
Japan market.
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Thank you!

Motoko Hunt motoko@ajpr.com

AJPR / Japanese SEO/SEM Services

http://www.ajpr.com

mailto:motoko@ajpr.com
http://www.ajpr.com
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