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z/OS® V1R9 Communications Server

Removal of APPC application suite (ASUITE)

This presentation describes the removal of APPC Application Suite (ASUITE) from the 
z/OS V1R9 Communications Server. 
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Background - APPC application suite
� z/OS Communications Server has issued a statement of direction for the APPC 

Application Suite functions.  It was stated that z/OS V1R8 Communications 
Server will be the last release to support APPC Application Suite. 

� APPC Application Suite product has the following functions:
� APPC Connectivity Tester (APING) - A tool to check connectivity. 
� APPC File Transfer Protocol (AFTP/ACOPY) - A file transfer program modeled after 

TCP/IP's FTP.
� APPC Name Server (ANAME) - A name server for mapping SNA LU names to aliases.
� A3270 Emulator Server (A3270) - The A3270 server allows users on workstations to 

establish a 3270 emulator connection to the host using APPC communications. The 
A3270 server function does not have a user interface. 

� The APPC Application suite is a set of client/server facilities that runs on APPC 
sessions. Some of the facilities also provide an API so that additional 
applications can be developed which access these facilities
� APING - Client and Server 
� ANAME - Client, Server and API
� AFTP - Client, Server and API
� A3270 - Server

The APPC Application Suite was introduced in the early 1990s to provide some simple 
peer-to-peer based utilities for the then-emerging APPN (Advanced Peer-to-Peer 
Networking) world, and to help generate interest in APPC-based application development. 
The APPC Application Suite are LU 6.2 programs. They provide the common end-user 
tasks such as file transfer, terminal emulation, connectivity testing, and name registration. 
They also provide API supports.
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Problem - Similar functions provided by z/OS  

� For most of these functions, more full-featured alternative 
applications exist in modern integrated SNA/IP networks.  
Consider the following alternatives:
• For A3270, consider migrating to TN3270.  TN3270 provides a 

much richer capability assuming IP connectivity exists between 
the client and server.

• For APING, use the DISPLAY APING command that has been 
provided as a native VTAM® command for many years.

• Several other IBM and vendor products provide SNA file 
transfer capability (such as NetView® FTP) which can be used 
to replace AFTP.  TCP/IP's FTP capability is also a good 
alternative if an IP infrastructure is in place between the client 
and server.

SNA/IP provides similar functions to APPC Application Suite. There is no need to have the 
similar functions provided by the same product. So, the APPC Application Suite function 
will be removed.     
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Solution - Removal of APPC application suite
� The APPC Application Suite will no longer be shipped with the 

z/OS Communications Server product.
� The z/OS V1R9 Communications Server discontinues support of 

the APPC Application Suite.
� APPC Application Suite still supported on VM and lower releases 

of z/OS Communication Server.
� Note that this statement of direction does not affect the status of 

the APPC API provided as part of the SNA APIs within z/OS 
Communications Server.  The APPC API continues to be an 
integral part of z/OS CS

� Applications using APPC Application Suite functions will not 
work.
�Remove any applications using APPC Application Suite AFTP API macros.
�Remove any applications using APPC Application Suite ANAME API 

macros.  
�Datasets and other information should be cleaned up if APPC Application 

Suite was installed in an earlier release.

Alternatives, now exist for the more useful utilities, and there is no longer any need to 
generate new interest in the mature APPC APIs.  Therefore, z/OS V1R9 Communications 
Server discontinues support of the APPC Application Suite.
These are the steps to cleanup datasets and other information of the APPC Application 
Suite if you installed it in an earlier z/OS release:
•Delete AFTP client REXX exec.
•Delete ACOPY client REXX exec.
•Delete AFTP server REXX exec.
•Remove the transaction program (TP) profile of the AFTP server (AFTPD). This is the 
profile that defines AFTPD to MVS/APPC.
•Delete APING client REXX exec.
•Remove the transaction program (TP) profile of the APING server (APINGD). This is the 
profile that defines APINGD to MVS/APPC.
•Delete ANAME client REXX exec.
•Remove the transaction program (TP) profile of the ANAME server (ANAMED). This is 
the profile that defines ANAMED to MVS/APPC.
•Remove the A3270 application major node definition from VTAMLST.
•Delete initialization files of AFTP programs (AFTP, AFTPD, and ACOPY), the ANAME 
server, and the A3270 server.
•Delete VSAM dataset with the APPC Application Suite messages.

Refer to the z/OS New Functions Summary and the z/OS Migration books for additional 
information. 
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Feedback

Your feedback is valuable
You can help improve the quality of IBM Education Assistant content to better 

meet your needs by providing feedback.

� Did you find this module useful?

� Did it help you solve a problem or answer a question?

� Do you have suggestions for improvements?

Click to send e-mail feedback:
mailto:iea@us.ibm.com?subject=Feedback_about_Removal_ASUITE.ppt

This module is also available in PDF format at: ../Removal_ASUITE.pdf

You can help improve the quality of IBM Education Assistant content by providing 
feedback.
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Trademarks, copyrights, and disclaimers
The following terms are trademarks or registered trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation in the United States, other countries, or 
both:

IBM NetView VTAM z/OS

Product data has been reviewed for accuracy as of the date of initial publication.  Product data is subject to change without notice.  This document 
could include technical inaccuracies or typographical errors.  IBM may make improvements or changes in the products or programs described herein at 
any time without notice. Any statements regarding IBM's future direction and intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice, and represent 
goals and objectives only.  References in this document to IBM products, programs, or services does not imply that IBM intends to make such products, 
programs or services available in all countries in which IBM operates or does business.  Any reference to an IBM Program Product in this document is 
not intended to state or imply that only that program product may be used.  Any functionally equivalent program, that does not infringe IBM's intellectual 
property rights, may be used instead.

Information is provided "AS IS" without warranty of any kind.  THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS DISTRIBUTED "AS IS" 
WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED.  IBM EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, 
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR NONINFRINGEMENT. IBM shall have no responsibility to update this information.   IBM products are 
warranted, if at all, according to the terms and conditions of the agreements (for example, IBM Customer Agreement, Statement of Limited Warranty, 
International Program License Agreement, etc.) under which they are provided. Information concerning non-IBM products was obtained from the 
suppliers of those products, their published announcements or other publicly available sources.  IBM has not tested those products in connection with 
this publication and cannot confirm the accuracy of performance, compatibility or any other claims related to non-IBM products.

IBM makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, regarding non-IBM products and services.

The provision of the information contained herein is not intended to, and does not, grant any right or license under any IBM patents or copyrights.  
Inquiries regarding patent or copyright licenses should be made, in writing, to:

IBM Director of Licensing
IBM Corporation
North Castle Drive
Armonk, NY  10504-1785
U.S.A.

Performance is based on measurements and projections using standard IBM benchmarks in a controlled environment.  All customer examples 
described are presented as illustrations of how those customers have used IBM products and the results they may have achieved.  The actual 
throughput or performance that any user will experience will vary depending upon considerations such as the amount of multiprogramming in the user's 
job stream, the I/O configuration, the storage configuration, and the workload processed.  Therefore, no assurance can be given that an individual user 
will achieve throughput or performance improvements equivalent to the ratios stated here.

© Copyright International Business Machines Corporation 2008.  All rights reserved.

Note to U.S. Government Users - Documentation related to restricted rights-Use, duplication or disclosure is subject to restrictions set forth in GSA 
ADP Schedule Contract and IBM Corp.


