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Introduction 

■ Module Overview 
– How to create a LanguageWare® project? 
– Importing existing projects. 

■ Target Audience: 
– All audiences 

■ Prerequisites: 
– Install LanguageWare Workbench 
– Version Release Date: LRW 7.2, ICA 2.2, released October, 2010 
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Module objectives 

After this module you will be able to: 

■ Create a LanguageWare project in the workspace 

■ Understand the structure of the project 

■ Import existing LanguageWare projects into the workspace 
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Module roadmap 

•	 LanguageWare Project 

Create a project 

The project structure 

How to import an existing project 
• Summary and best practices 
• Practice exercises 
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LanguageWare project
 
What is it?
 

■	 Creating a LanguageWare Project is the first step of your modeling process. The 
LanguageWare Project will store all your project items and resources. 

■	 When launching LanguageWare Workbench for the first time, you get prompted to select a 
workspace. A workspace will contain all your projects. When you selected the workspace, 
the workbench is launched, and you get the help launch page. You can close it to access the 
Workbench. 
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LanguageWare project
 
How to create and configure it? 

■	 When the LanguageWare Resource Workbench is launched for the first time, you 
get an empty Workspace in the LanguageWare Explorer. 

■	 To start, you can either right click inside the LanguageWare Explorer or select 
from the menu “File”, New/LanguageWare project 

© 2011 IBM Corporation 6 



  

        

       
      

      

      
        

      
     

       

      
       

      
        

        
    

         
       

        
     

■	 This dialog box is used to configure the 
project. 

– Project name: the name of the project, 
good to have specific names that 
describe the project you are working 
on. 

– Use default Location: leave the box 
checked if you want the project to be 
created in the installation folder. You 
can select another location by un
checking the box and browsing the file 
system. 

– Default UIMA Type prefix: the UIMA 
Type that will be used for all resources. 

– Add project to working set: Projects 
can be organized into sets. This can be 
useful if you have a large number of 
Projects in your Workspace 

■	 If you click finish at this stage, the project 
will be created with the default directory 
structure for the resources. If you want to 
have an empty project, click Next © 2011 IBM Corporation 7 



  

      
       

      
    

 
             

       
       

      

        
        

   

■	 The default directory structure is not 
prescriptive, it is an optimized structure to 
store the project resources in a 
comprehensible manner. However you 
can: 

– add or remove folders using the 
icons on the right hand side, or 

– create an empty workspace by clearing 
the “create folders for the new project” 
box. 

■	 Once you are happy with the structure of 
the project, click finish. This will create the 
project in the workspace. 
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■	 The project folders will store the relevant 
resources. Each of these resources will be 
described in separate sections of the 
training material. 

– Configuration: configuration files. 
• Annotators: UIMA annotators 
• ICA: ICA server connection 
• Spelling: Spelling configurations 

– Documents: Documents used to 
develop or test annotators. 

– Resources: 
• Break rules: break rule files. 
• Character Rules: Character rules 

databases and their compiled 
dictionaries. 

• Dictionaries: custom dictionaries 
• Parsing Rules: parsing rules 

databases and their compiled jar 
files 

– Results: when analyzing a collection of 
documents, you can save the results 
and compare them to new results while 
developing your model. 
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LanguageWare project
 
How to export an existing project? 

■	 To export existing projects to your local file system, select Menu/Export, or right 
click on the project and select Export. You will be able to export either an archive 
file or a file system. Select the option you want to export and click next. The 
Export options are described in the following slides. 
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    Export as an archive file
 

■	 If you select the “Archive file” option, you 
get this dialog box. 

– By default, the resources that you 
selected will be exported along with 
their children. Optionally, use the 
checkboxes in the left and right panes 
to select the set of resources to export, 
and use push buttons such as “Filter 
Types” to filter the type of files that you 
want to export. 

– Specify the path and name of the 
archive file into which you want to 
export the selected resources. 

– Click Finish 
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    Export as a file system
 

■	 If you select the “File system” option, you 
get this dialog box. 

– By default, the resources that you 
selected will be exported, along with all 
their children. Optionally, use the 
checkboxes in the left and right panes 
to select the set of resources to export, 
and use push buttons such as Select 
Types to filter the types of files that you 
want to export. 

– Click the Browse button on the next 
page of the wizard, to select the 
directory you would like to export the 
resources to. 

– Specify the directory in the file system 
that will be the export destination. 

– Click Finish 
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LanguageWare project 
How to import an existing project? 

■ To import existing projects into your workspace, select Menu/Import. 

■ In the dialog box, select general/Existing projects into Workspace, then click Next. 
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■	 If you have existing projects in a different 
workspace, or an archived workspace, you can 
import them into the new workspace: 

– Select root directory: The directory where the 
project(s) is stored. 

– Select archive file: if the project is in an 
archived workspace. 

– Projects: once the path to the projects) is 
specified, the Import wizard will provide the 
list of existing projects in specified location. 
Select the projects to be imported. 

–	 Copy Project into workspace: check this 
option if you want the project to be copied 
into the new workspace. If unchecked, the 
project will be referenced in its original 
location. If the project is in an archived 
workspace, it will be copied by default. 

– Add project to working sets: to relate the new 
project to existing working sets. 

■	 Click Finish 
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Module roadmap 

•	 LanguageWare Project 

Create a project 

The project structure 

How to import an existing project 
• Summary and best practices 
• Practice exercises 
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Module summary 

You have completed this module and can: 

■ Create and configure LanguageWare projects 

■ Import existing projects into the workspace 

■ Start to add resources and data into the project (described in next presentations). 

Please refer to the LanguageWare help for more tips and advanced use cases. 
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Best practices 

■	 It's better to use the default project structure provided by the Create a new 
LanguageWare Project Wizard, as it represents a comprehensible and practical 
hierarchy of the resources. 

■	 When naming the project, make sure you choose a name that is representative of 
the model you are using (a customer, a project, ..) 

■	 The UIMA Type should reflect the project name as well and should adhere to the 
UIMA naming standards (example: com.ibm, com.myproject, ...) 

■	 Make sure all your resources are in the project, or at least in the workspace. This 
is beneficial when exporting projects or annotators. 
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Practice exercises 

■	 Create a new Project in the Workspace called "ConfectionaryCompanyHelpline". 
The default UIMA Type prefix should be "com.ibm.lw.exercise" 
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Contacts 

■	 If you have any questions, comments or suggestions, contact us using the 
LanguageWare email address EMEALAN@ie.ibm.com or on the developerWorks® 

forum. 
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