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Exercise 5: Special Project Creation 

Mainline Projects and Bootstrap Projects 
 
Mainline Project 
 

A Mainline Project is used to organize Project structures in a way of eliminating “Merge 
Creep”.  Merge Creep is another term used to describe a cascading effect that creates 
excessively long version extended paths in UCM environments.  Merge Creep can cause 
character limit issues resulting in the inability for ClearCase to checkout and merge 
elements.   
 

Creating a Mainline Project 
 
1. Start by creating a single stream project 

o Right-click the appropriate folder 
o Select New | Project  
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2. In Step 1  of the New Project  creation wizard, you will create a “Single Stream 

Project” called Mainline.  Note that the GUI is will create the integration stream called, 
“Mainline_Integration.” 

o Enter the project name 
o The integration stream name will be populated automatically 
o Enter a project description 
o Select a project type.  In this case, select Single stream development  
o Click Next  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. In Step 2  of the New Project  creation wizard, you will not seed the project from an 

existing project configuration 
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o Select No 
o Click Next  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. In Step 3  of the New Project  creation wizard, you will need to decide what 

components will be needed by projects in future releases.  You will add these 
components at their Initial, or, desired baselines.  Note: this type of project should be 
designed for the creation of your UCM environment as the Mainline Projects 
Integration Stream will be more flexible if it is seeded with the Initial baselines of the 
components being added.   

o Click Add  
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o Select initial baselines of the components being added 
o Click Next  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
5. In Step 4  of the New Project  creation wizard, the components are usually set to 

modifiable in the next step.  They are set to modifiable so other projects can deliver 
their future baselines to the Mainline. The deliver usually requires modification of 
elements within the components.   

o Check the components that you want to make modifiable 
o Click Next  
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Congratulations!  You now have a mainline project that contains the 
starting baselines for components that will be used in the future projects 
of your UCM environment.  You can now begin your first Project by 
seeding it from the mainline project.  
 
Other future projects should also be seeded from the mainline project to 
eliminate the cascading effect. -- this ensures that all projects will all be 
seeded one level down from the Mainline and that inheritance will not 
cause character limit issues or excessively long names during UCM 
development.   

 

Trademarks, Copyrights and Disclaimers 
 
 
The following terms are trademarks or registered trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation in the United States, other 
countries, or both: 
 
IBM  CICS   IMS  MQSeries  Tivoli 
IBM(logo)  Cloudscape   Informix  OS/390  WebSphere 
e(logo)business DB2   iSeries  OS/400  xSeries 
AIX  DB2 Universal Database Lotus  pSeries  zSeries 
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Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds.   
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