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This presentation will focus on an overview of the install process.
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Goals

�The goal is to understand the install overview of 
different components packaged in WebSphere 
Application Server V6

�Follow-on presentations contain details of install 
process of each of the components with the V6 
packages

The goals for the presentation are to explain the various components that are packaged 
as part of WebSphere Application Server V6.  Other presentations will provide greater 
detail, explaining the install of specific components such as the IBM HTTP Server.
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Install OverviewInstall Overview

Section

The next section discusses the install overview.
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Install Overview

� WebSphere Application Server V6 install package consists of the 
following programs

�Application Server

�IBM HTTP Server (IHS)

�Web Server Plug-ins

�Application Client

� Application Server install is profile based

�Profiles are sets of runtime configurations, sharing the same product binaries

� All packages support GUI and silent install

� All packages use Installshield Multiplatform (ISMP) for install

� Easy to install IHS and Web Server Plug-in on remote IHS machine

�Installed from the Launch pad

�Not part of Application Server install wizard

The standard WebSphere Application Server V6 install package contains the Application 
Server component, the IBM HTTP Server, the Web Server Plug-in and the Application 
client.  Each of these can be installed separately through a wizard or silent install process.  

New in V6 is the capability to install the IBM HTTP Server and Plug-ins separately on a 
remote system from the Application Server.

Details of profiles are covered in a separate presentation.
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Launch Pad

� GUI install is invoked from a browser-based Launch pad 

� It can be used to access product overview, to access the 
readme file, to access the install guide, and to install the 

product. 

� Launch pad is available on the root directory of the product 
CD 

�launchpad.sh on Linux® and UNIX® platforms 

�launchpad.bat on Windows™ platforms

The various wizard-based GUI install programs can be started from the Launch pad 
program that comes with WebSphere Application Server V6.  Various documentation on 
the product can also be accessed from the Launch pad.  The Launch pad can be found at 

the root directory of the product CD.
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Launch Pad – Initial page 

Launch Pad contains links to documentation on install of different components

Here is an example of the screen shown when the Launch pad program is started.  The 
install wizard for the various components can be initiated by clicking on the links in the 
middle of the panel.
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Install – At a Glance

GUI Install

�From Launch Pad

�From running 

appropriate Install 
executable

Silent  Install

�Using custom 
option file (samples 
provided)

Types of Install 
available

Part of Install:

� Product Binaries  

� Optional: Start Profile Creation tool to create one of the DMgr
or Stand-alone Application Server or Managed Node profile

� Optional: Java™ Doc

� Optional: Samples

Install checks and options:

� Check for other WebSphere Application Server installs

� Provide port selection for profiles

WebSphere 
Application Server 

V6 Network 

Deployment

Part of Install:

� Product Binaries 

� Create Stand-alone Application Server Profile 

� Optional: Java Doc 

� Optional: Samples

Install checks and options:

� Check for other WebSphere Application Server installs

� Provide port selection

WebSphere 

Application Server 
V6 

or 

WebSphere 
Application Server 

V6 Express

Components Installed as part of the Install and what can 
be done post-install

Packages

The next two pages show what is installed as part of the install process for each of the 
components.  
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Install – At a Glance

GUI Install

�From Launch 
Pad

�From running 

appropriate 
Install 
executable

Silent  Install

�Using 
response file 
(sample 
provided)

Types of Install 
available

Part of Install:

� Application client code

WebSphere 
Application 

Client V6

Part of Install:

� Web Server plug-in 

� Global Security Kit (GSKit) security component

Additionally:

�Web server configuration file (like HTTPd.conf) is 
modified to point this Web Server plug-in

�Web server definitions created in the Application 

Server package for local plug-in installs

Web Server 

Plug-in Module

Part of Install:

� IBM HTTP Server V6

� GSKit (security component) 

IBM HTTP 
Server V6

Components Installed as part of the Install and 
what can be done post-install

Program

This slide continues to show what is installed as part of the install process for each of the 
components.
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Install as non-root

�All WebSphere Application Server V6 components 
can be installed as non-root, except the following

�GSKit component during IHS and Web Server Plug-in 
install – when installing as non-root, GSKit will not be 

installed

� this may be acceptable in a development environment

�However, at this time, IBM will support only 
configurations installed with “root” authority

These components can all be installed without needing root level access permissions. The 
only exception to this is the install of the Global Security Kit.  This is installed as part of 
either the plug-in install or the IBM HTTP Server install and requires root level authorities 

to be installed.

However IBM will only support installs that were performed with root level permissions.
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Incremental install 

� Scenario: 

�User wants to install additional features of WebSphere Application Server V6

� Requirements for an incremental install are:

�An existing V6 install on the system

�User selects the same existing directory

� Install will show additional features available for install

� All programs or components have incremental install options which lets 
you add options to an existing install

�For example, adding samples to an existing install

� Application Server incremental install does not modify already existing 
profiles 

�Profiles created after the incremental install will see the new options

WebSphere Application Server V6 supports the concept of an incremental install.  After a 
successful install in which all components were not installed, it is possible to use GUI to 
install additional components.  To perform an incremental install, the user selects an 

existing install directory for WebSphere Application Server V6. The install process will 
recognize the existing binaries and offer to install only the features that are not present.  
This process will not alter any profiles that have already been created. 
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Install Log filesInstall Log files

Section

The next section discusses the location of the log files created during install.
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Install Log files

� Each install program creates its own set of log files that can 
be used for Problem determination
�Log file details are included in the install of the appropriate packages

� ISMP uses a file called vpd.properties, to track 
WebSphere products that it installs on all distributed 
platforms except Solaris™ and HP-UX™

�vpd.properties file lists program components that are currently 
installed 

�Files updated during install and uninstall

�The file helps ISMP to recognize previous installs of WebSphere 
Application Server products and to control options for new installs

�vpd.properties file location:
� AIX®: root directory or usr/lib/objrepos directory 

� Linux: root directory 

� Windows: C:\WINNT or C:\windows directory

Each install process creates a different set of log files that will contain information about 
the success or failure of the install.  Install Shield for Multi Platforms uses a properties file 
to track installs of WebSphere products except on Solaris and HP Unix platforms.  This file 

contains information about what components have been installed on a system, and helps 
ISMP to find previous installs.
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More on vpd.properties file

�Certain situations require you to edit and manually 
remove the entries in vpd.properties file before 
reinstalling a WebSphere Application Server 
product 

�Bypassing the uninstaller program to uninstall a product 

manually 

�Uninstalling a product manually when the uninstaller 

program is not present or is not working 

In certain situations you may need to manually edit the vpd.properties file in order to 
enable a reinstall process.  This is needed in the rare situations where you will need to 
manually uninstall a product rather than use the uninstaller.
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Example vpd.properties file

Example (Don’t attempt to read this)

WSBAA60|6|0|0|0|6.0.0.0|1=WebSphere Application Server| IBM WebSphere Application Server| |IBM| 
|6.0.0.0| C:\Program Files\IBM\WebSphere\AppServer|0|0|1| WSBAA60|6|0|0|0|6.0.0.0|1|0|false| 
"_uninst" "uninstall.jar" "uninstall.dat" ""|true|3| WSBAA60|6|0|0|0|6.0.0.0|1 

WSBAA60NDOnlyComponent| | | | | |1=NDOnly.ismp.component| ND Only| |IBM| |6.0.0.0| C:\Program 
Files\IBM\WebSphere\AppServer\properties\version\install\ 6.0.0.0\componentmaps|0|0|1| 
WSBAA60NDOnly|6|0|0|0|6.0.0.0|1|0|false| |true|3| WSBAA60NDOnlyComponent| | | | | |1 

…

IBM HTTP Server V6IHS... 

WebSphere Application Server V6 ClientsWSC... 

Web server plug-ins for WebSphere Application Server V6 WSP...60 

All V6 products use this identifier to identify the core product files: 

�WebSphere Application Server V6 install

�WebSphere Application Server V6 

�WebSphere Application Server V6 Network Deployment

WSB...60 

ProductIdentifier

This slide shows an example of the information stored in the VPD properties file.
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Summary and ReferenceSummary and Reference

Section

The next section discusses the summary and references.
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Summary and References

�WebSphere Application Server V6 has been 
simplified

� IBM HTTP Server and Web Server Plug-in install 
separated from the Application Server install 
wizard

�References

�WebSphere Application Server V6 Information Center

This presentation offered a brief overview of the install procedures for WebSphere 
Application Server V6.  
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Trademarks, Copyrights, and Disclaimers
The following terms are trademarks or registered trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both:

IBM CICS IMS MQSeries Tivoli
IBM(logo) Cloudscape Informix OS/390 WebSphere
e(logo)business DB2 iSeries OS/400 xSeries
AIX DB2 Universal Database Lotus pSeries zSeries

Java and all Java-based trademarks are trademarks of Sun Microsystems, Inc. in the United States, other countries, or both. 

Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT, and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both. 

Intel, ActionMedia, LANDesk, MMX, Pentium and ProShare are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both.  

UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group in the United States and other countries. 

Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds.  

Other company, product and service names may be trademarks or service marks of others.

Product data has been reviewed for accuracy as of the date of initial publication.  Product data is subject to change without notice.  This document could include technical inaccuracies or 
typographical errors.  IBM may make improvements and/or changes in the product(s) and/or program(s) described herein at any time without notice.   Any statements regarding IBM's 
future direction and intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice, and represent goals and objectives only.  References in this document to IBM products, programs, or 
services does not imply that IBM intends to make such products, programs or services available in all countries in which IBM operates or does business.  Any reference to an IBM Program 
Product in this document is not intended to state or imply that only that program product may be used.  Any functionally equivalent program, that does not infringe IBM's intellectual 
property rights, may be used instead.

Information is provided "AS IS" without warranty of any kind.  THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS DISTRIBUTED "AS IS" WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY, EITHER 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED.  IBM EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR NONINFRINGEMENT. IBM shall 
have no responsibility to update this information.   IBM products are warranted, if at all, according to the terms and conditions of the agreements (e.g., IBM Customer Agreement, 
Statement of Limited Warranty, International Program License Agreement, etc.) under which they are provided. Information concerning non-IBM products was obtained from the suppliers 
of those products, their published announcements or other publicly available sources.  IBM has not tested those products in connection with this publication and cannot confirm the 
accuracy of performance, compatibility or any other claims related to non-IBM products.  IBM makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, regarding non-IBM products and 
services.

The provision of the information contained herein is not intended to, and does not, grant any right or license under any IBM patents or copyrights.  Inquiries regarding patent or copyright 
licenses should be made, in writing, to:

IBM Director of Licensing
IBM Corporation
North Castle Drive
Armonk, NY  10504-1785
U.S.A.

Performance is based on measurements and projections using standard IBM benchmarks in a controlled environment.  All customer examples described are presented as illustrations of 
how those customers have used IBM products and the results they may have achieved.  The actual throughput or performance that any user will experience will vary depending upon 
considerations such as the amount of multiprogramming in the user's job stream, the I/O configuration, the storage configuration, and the workload processed.  Therefore, no assurance 
can be given that an individual user will achieve throughput or performance improvements equivalent to the ratios stated here.
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