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Task Management Features

This presentation will cover the task management features in WebSphere Extended 
Deployment V6.
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Agenda

�Task management features

�Runtime tasks console

�E-mail notifications

This presentation will introduce you to the task management features of WebSphere XD, 
including the runtime tasks console and the e-mail notification service.
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Task Management Overview

�Task management features give administrators 
control over the ‘autonomic’ features of 
WebSphere XD

�Enabled by putting a resource into ‘supervised’ mode

�Components issue a notification, instead of taking 
action

�Application Placement Controller

�Health Controller

�Action is taken after administrator approves the 

action

While WebSphere XD introduces many new autonomic capabilities, you might decide that 
you want more control over these features, or you might simply want to take some time to 
understand the decisions that might be made automatically before giving up control to the 

autonomic managers. Supervised mode gives you exactly this ability. Rather than 
automatically taking an action, such as starting a new instance of a dynamic cluster, 
WebSphere XD will generate a notification that will appear in the ‘Task Management’ view 

within the Administrative Console. From this view you can approve or decline 
recommended  actions before they take place, rather than having them performed 
automatically.
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Task Management Interface

�Accessible from the Administrative Console

�Runtime Operations > Task Management > Runtime 
Tasks

A sample task is shown here in the  task management view. You can see the action 
suggested by an autonomic controller, in this case the health monitor, and the time at 
which the notification was generated. You can then accept or reject the action, which in 

this example is restarting a server that has reached its maximum age, as defined in a 
health policy. The task management interface also keeps tasks current, so that an action 
that is no longer relevant will not be displayed if you access the Administrative Console 

long after the event was generated.
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E-mail Notifications

�Event notifications can be sent via e-mail

�Configured under Runtime Operations > Task 
Management > Notifications

�Can be sent to one or more e-mail addresses

�Frees administrator from constantly monitoring the 

Administrative Console

�SMTP information (host, port) is required

�SMTP authentication is also supported

To free you from having to constantly monitor the Administrative Console for events, e-
mail notification can be configured. Notifications with descriptions of the task will be sent to 
a provided list of e-mail addresses whenever they are generated. You must supply a valid 

SMTP server through which to send the mail.
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Summary

�Task management features give you more control 
over autonomic capabilities

�Tasks in ‘supervised mode’ require administrator 
approval

�Task notifications can be sent via e-mail

In summary, the task management features in WebSphere XD give you the ability to 
approve or decline actions that would ordinarily take place automatically, using what is 
known as ‘supervised mode’. Notifications of these tasks appear in the Administrative 

Console and can also be sent via e-mail.
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Trademarks, Copyrights, and Disclaimers
The following terms are trademarks or registered trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both:

IBM CICS IMS MQSeries Tivoli
IBM(logo) Cloudscape Informix OS/390 WebSphere
e(logo)business DB2 iSeries OS/400 xSeries
AIX DB2 Universal Database Lotus pSeries zSeries

Java and all Java-based trademarks are trademarks of Sun Microsystems, Inc. in the United States, other countries, or both. 

Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT, and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both. 

Intel, ActionMedia, LANDesk, MMX, Pentium and ProShare are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both.  

UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group in the United States and other countries. 

Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds.  

Other company, product and service names may be trademarks or service marks of others.

Product data has been reviewed for accuracy as of the date of initial publication.  Product data is subject to change without notice.  This document could include technical inaccuracies or 
typographical errors.  IBM may make improvements and/or changes in the product(s) and/or program(s) described herein at any time without notice.   Any statements regarding IBM's 
future direction and intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice, and represent goals and objectives only.  References in this document to IBM products, programs, or 
services does not imply that IBM intends to make such products, programs or services available in all countries in which IBM operates or does business.  Any reference to an IBM Program 
Product in this document is not intended to state or imply that only that program product may be used.  Any functionally equivalent program, that does not infringe IBM's intellectual 
property rights, may be used instead.

Information is provided "AS IS" without warranty of any kind.  THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS DISTRIBUTED "AS IS" WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY, EITHER 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED.  IBM EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR NONINFRINGEMENT. IBM shall 
have no responsibility to update this information.   IBM products are warranted, if at all, according to the terms and conditions of the agreements (e.g., IBM Customer Agreement, 
Statement of Limited Warranty, International Program License Agreement, etc.) under which they are provided. Information concerning non-IBM products was obtained from the suppliers 
of those products, their published announcements or other publicly available sources.  IBM has not tested those products in connection with this publication and cannot confirm the 
accuracy of performance, compatibility or any other claims related to non-IBM products.  IBM makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, regarding non-IBM products and 
services.

The provision of the information contained herein is not intended to, and does not, grant any right or license under any IBM patents or copyrights.  Inquiries regarding patent or copyright 
licenses should be made, in writing, to:

IBM Director of Licensing
IBM Corporation
North Castle Drive
Armonk, NY  10504-1785
U.S.A.

Performance is based on measurements and projections using standard IBM benchmarks in a controlled environment.  All customer examples described are presented as illustrations of 
how those customers have used IBM products and the results they may have achieved.  The actual throughput or performance that any user will experience will vary depending upon 
considerations such as the amount of multiprogramming in the user's job stream, the I/O configuration, the storage configuration, and the workload processed.  Therefore, no assurance 
can be given that an individual user will achieve throughput or performance improvements equivalent to the ratios stated here.
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