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Session objectives 

� Describe the ISPF enhancement to support the allocation of a new data set from the Data 
Set List display 

� Identify the reasons for this enhancement 
� Understand how to use this enhancement 

– Invocation 
– Functional content 
– Associated publications and references 
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The purpose of this presentation is to describe the Simplification enhancement to ISPF for 
z/OS V1R13 to support the ability to allocate a new data set from the Data Set List display. 
The presentation will describe the enhancement, identify the reasons for implementing the 
enhancement, and help you understand how to use the enhancement. 

zOS_V1R13_ISPF_DSet_Allocate_Cmds_from_Data-Set-List.ppt Page 2 of 14 



  

          

     
                
           

               

             
   

                  
     

               
        

    

               
               

                 
                  

                   
     

IBM Presentation Template Full Version 

Overview 

� Problem Statement / Need Addressed 
– Many ISPF users spend most of their time working from the Data Set List display (ISPF 

option 3.4) since it supports most ISPF functions to process data sets 
– However if they need to create a new data set they must navigate to ISPF option 3.2 

� Solution 
– Provide a Data Set List line command for the allocation of a new data set 

� Benefit / Value 
– Ease of Use: the user does not have to leave the Data Set List display when they need 

to create a new data set 
– Simplification: the line command can be issued against a data set with attributes that are 

similar to those needed for the new data set 
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The ISPF Data Set List display supports most of the ISPF functions available for the 
processing of data sets. Consequently many ISPF users do most of their work from the Data 
Set List. However the Data Set List does not support the ability to create a new data set, 
which is usually done via ISPF option 3.2.To avoid the need for users to leave the Data Set 
List when they need to create a new data set a new line command is provided to support the 
allocation of a new data set. 
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Usage and invocation 

� The ISPF Data Set List display now supports the new AL line command for the allocation of 
a new data set 

– The name of the new data set must be entered with the AL command 
• The name can be enclosed in quotes to avoid the ISPF using the TSO prefix for the 

high level qualifier 
• No data set name needs to be provided if the AL command is issued against a data 

set that has just been deleted. The name of the deleted data set will be used for the 
new data set. 

– When the AL line command is entered against an existing data set a panel is displayed 
offering options to: 

• Create the data set using the attributes of the existing data set 
• Specify the attributes of the data set on the Allocate New Data Set panel 
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The new AL line command can be used in the Data Set List to allocate a new data set 

If the AL line command is issued against an existing data set: 

A new data set name must be entered with the AL line command 

A panel is displayed giving the user options to either allocate the new data set using 
the attributes of the existing data set or allocate using attributes entered on a 
subsequent panel 

If the AL line command is issued against a data set just deleted from the data set list no data 
set name needs to be entered and the deleted data set name will be used 
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Usage and invocation 

Using AL against an existing data set: 
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Usage and invocation 
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Note: The Allocate New Data Set panel is only displayed if option 2 is selected on the 
Allocate Target Data Set panel. If option 1 is selected the new data set is automatically 
allocated using the attributes of the data set the AL command was issued against. 
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Usage and invocation 

Using AL against a deleted data set: 

7 ISPF: Data set allocate commands from data set list © 2012 IBM Corporation 

zOS_V1R13_ISPF_DSet_Allocate_Cmds_from_Data-Set-List.ppt Page 7 of 14 



  

          

   

    

                 
                
             

IBM Presentation Template Full Version 

Usage and invocation 
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Note: The Allocate New Data Set panel is only displayed if option 2 is selected on the 
Allocate Target Data Set panel. If option 1 is selected the new data set is automatically 
allocated using the attributes of the data set the AL command was issued against. 
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Interactions and dependencies 

� None 
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Migration and coexistence considerations 

� None 
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Installation 

� None 
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Session summary 

� The AL line command can be used to allocate a new data set from the Data Set List display 
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Appendix - References 

� Publication changes 
– SC34-4823 ISPF User's Guide Volume II 

• Describes the new AL line command for the Data Set List 
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