Help for SAP Business Information Warehouse

	BW users
	Definition
In BW, we distinguish roughly between user types according to their frequency of activity and the reporting they will normally do.

Active User Type 
Navigation Steps per Hour 
This user will predominantly ...
Information Consumer

1

... view predefined and static reports

Executive

11

... navigate within reports, do slicing and dicing, but usually hit aggregates

Power 

33 and more

... run ad-hoc queries with a high probability of full table scans

A navigation step includes drilling down in the eports and corresponds to nine dialog steps in the SD benchmark. If you don't know the user distribution, a typical ratio in the BW environment is 71% : 27% : 3% (normal : advanced : power).


	Query types
	Definition
Collection of a selection of characteristics and key figures (InfoObjects) for the analysis of the data of an InfoProvider. A query always refers exactly to one InfoProvider, whereas you can define as many queries as you like for each InfoProvider. For sizing purposes we destinguish between three query types which are defined by the load they create in the system. 

· Report Viewing: Predefined, static, reports using optimal aggregates 

· OLAP Analysis: Slicing and dicing, navigating in reports, using various aggregates  

· Data Exploration: Data mining, that is ad-hoc reports with unpredictable navigation paths, access of detail data, full table scans  

Any user can do any type of query. However, experience shows a certain activity pattern, as you can see in the table below.

Query Type 
Report Viewing
OLAP Analysis
Data Exploration
Total Percent
Information Consumer

80%

20%

0%

100%

Executive

50%

50%

0%

100%

Power 

0%

0%

100%

100%



	Name of infoCube
	Definition
If you have several different infocubes of the same type, you can attribute names in order to identify them more easily.


	Info Cube
	Definition
The central objects upon which reports and analyses in BW are based, are called InfoCubes. An InfoCube describes (from a reporting point of view) a self-contained dataset, for example, of a business-orientated area. 

An InfoCube has a particular type:

· BasicCube which is a collection of relational tables arranged according to the star schema: A large fact table in the center, surrounded by several dimension tables. 

· MultiCube which is based on the basic cube. It combines data from several BasicCubes/RemoteCubes, and brings it together into one context. The MultiCube itself does not contain any data; its data comes exclusively from the BasicCubes it is based on. 

· RemoteCube to carry out reporting using data in external systems without having to physically store transaction data in BW. 

Only BasicCubes physically contain data on the database. MultiCubes and RemoteCubes simply display logical views of a dataset. The InfoCube type is not important, as far as reporting is concerned. A query definition always refers to one InfoCube. The difference between the InfoCube types becomes important at the point when you select data for the query.

InfoCube types: From the list below you can choose additional InfoCubes, just take the information and fill it in the questionniare.
Long Text
Short Name
Cube name
Dimensions
Key Figuress
Length
Aerospace & Defense

A&D

0AD_C01

6

2

94

Apparel and Footwear

AFS

0AFMM_C01

8

48

896

Automotive

0AUPPC_3

12

11

307

Business Planning and Simulation

0SEM_C09

5

14

288

Category Management

0CM_C07

7

34

648

Consumer Products Industry

CP

0CP_PURC1

8

52

964

Distribution Channel-Specific A

0CRM_CTI2

3

16

302

E-Analytics

0WEB_C01

12

5

205

External Market Data

0DB_MC01

9

5

175

Financials Management & Control

0FITV_C02

12

13

341

Healthcare

0HC_C01

9

16

362

Insurance

0IS_CS_C1

9

8

226

Inventory Management

0COPC_C04

7

6

172

Investment Management

0IMFA_C02

7

3

121

Marketing

0CRM_MC05

12

43

851




	
	Marketplace

0MA_OP_C1

9

13

311

Media Enterprises

0MEMAMC04

11

16

382

Mobile Sales

MSA

0MSA_C05

8

6

182

Oil & Gas

Oil & Gas

0OI_SSC01

9

16

362

Personnel Management

0PACM_C01

10

17

389

Point of sale

POS

0RT_C06

9

33

651

Retail - Logistics

0RT_C41

7

183

3181

Sales and Distribution Analyses

0CSAL_C09

12

29

613

Service

0CRM_PRI

14

47

939

Strategic Enterprise Management

SEM

0SEMPA_C2

13

68

1286

Strategic Enterprise Management

0SEM_MC01

6

9

213

Traffic Analysis

0MA_C02

15

21

507

Treasury

TR

0TRCM_MC1

6

2

94

Utility Company

0UCSA_C01

12

20

460



	Dimension
	Definition
A grouping of those evaluation groups (characteristics) that belong together, as regards contents, in one generic term. With the definition of an InfoCube, characteristics are summarized into dimensions in order to store them in a table of the star schema (dimension table).
Note
This entry only refers to the self-defined dimensions. The Quick Sizer automatically adds the three pre-defined dimensions.


	Key figures
	Definition
Values or quantities, such as sales revenue, fixed costs, sales quantity, or number of employees. 

In addition to the key figures saved on the database, you have the option of defining derived (calculated) key figures in the query definition in the Business Explorer. Such key figures are calculated using a formula from the key figures of the InfoCube. 

Examples of derived key figures are "sales revenue per employee" (sales revenue divided by number of employees), "variance as a percentage", or "contribution margin".



	Initial load & periodic load
	Definition
Initial load: Specify the estimated number of records which you plan to load into the cube initially 

Periodical load: Specify the estimated number of records which are loaded in your periodical upload process. You should take into account that you upload data volume grows with time.


	Number of periods
	Definition
Specify the total number of uploads which will be kept in the InfoCube. Example: if you want to keep weekly data for 5 years, you should enter 260 (52*5)

	ODS Object
	Definition
An ODS Object serves to store consolidated and debugged transaction data at a document level (atomic level). It describes a consolidated dataset from one or more InfoSources. This dataset can be analyzed with a BEx Query or InfoSet Query. 

An ODS Object contains a key (for example, document number/item) as well as data fields that can also contain character fields (for example, order status, customer) as key figures. The data of an ODS Object can be updated with a delta update into InfoCubes and/or other ODS Objects in the same system or across systems.

In contrast to multi-dimensional data storage with InfoCubes, the data in ODS Objects is stored in transparent, flat database tables


	Initial load & periodic load

	Definition
Initial load: Specify the estimated number of records which you plan to load into the cube initially 

Periodical load: Specify the estimated number of records which are loaded in your periodical upload process. You should take into account that you upload data volume grows with time.


	Number of periods
	Definition

Specify the total number of uploads which will be kept in the InfoCube. Example: if you want to keep weekly data for 5 years, you should enter 260 (52*5)



