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Mainsoft Document Collaboration for Rational Jazz connects Microsoft SharePoint document libraries to Rational Team Concert.   

It improves developer productivity and team collaboration with direct access to document libraries from a rich client interface.  It automates approvals and end-to-end governance by integrating document workflows into the work item resolution process.  And, it allows project stakeholders to participate in the software delivery process using their familiar collaboration tools.  

Let’s take a look.

Here, I’m logged into Team Concert as a member of multiple projects and teams.

With Document Collaboration, I can access my personal, project, and team document libraries from the Team Artifacts view. 

As a team leader, I can associate a SharePoint site with a Jazz team or project. Now, all team members have the document libraries exposed as a team artifact. Document Collaboration supports both the standard HTTP and secure HTTPS protocols for accessing SharePoint, as well as Windows integrated and custom authentication.

The new document artifact is well integrated with the team artifact view.  So I can subscribe to document library feeds and see change notifications in Team Concert’s feed aggregator.

I can also use the team artifact filter to control which document libraries are visible as part of my current activity context.

To access the document libraries, I can click either on a SharePoint site or a document library to open a new Eclipse view. 

I can quickly switch between SharePoint sites.

I can navigate back and forward in my history, like in a web browser.

And, I can add commonly accessed locations to my favorites, for quick access later on.

I can also search within the current location. When I click on the results, I can see the context where the search term was found. 

I can also download and upload documents from and to my SharePoint libraries using drag-and-drop operations between my Desktop and the Document view.

Items opened from the Document view are NOT local copies - they still reside on the server.  So I can use all SharePoint collaboration features in Microsoft Office applications.

From the context menu, I can access basic library services, such as check in, check out, version history, and document metadata.  

The document metadata in SharePoint is important for classification and workflow definitions. All changes I make here are stored directly on the SharePoint server.

I can also create new SharePoint documents using any of the content types defined for the target document library. 

Presence awareness is integrated with the Document view.  So I can quickly identify and initiate an IM chat with the person who created, last modified, or has a document checked out.

Now, let’s connect our project stakeholders to the software delivery process.  

Using SharePoint document workflows, I can define and enforce the document review process as part of Team Concert’s process enactment, automating an otherwise time-consuming process.  For example, user interfaces may require contribution approval from product marketing before the new user interface design is committed to the stream.

As the process owner, I can customize the development process by adding a Related Document Workflow precondition to the Save Work Item operation. This precondition requires that SharePoint documents associated with the work item are approved, or have their workflow completed, in order to resolve the work item. The precondition is applied to defects and tasks, when they transition to a fixed state.   

Because Jazz supports enactment of any process, including an agile one, I can assign this precondition to a lot of different scenarios, for example when a task is triaged or not reproduced. 

The precondition applies to related SharePoint documents in locations defined here, and using workflows listed here.  Documents associated with these workflows must be completed before the work item can be marked as fixed.
Now, let’s take a look at document artifacts and document workflows in a typical scenario.
Susan, a member of our development team, picks up a new task, which is to add the new registration page to a product.
She implements the feature as specified, and creates a SharePoint document in the User Interface Review library. This library defines standard documents needed for the product marketing team to review and approve product features.  Susan selects the UI Review content type, based on a Word template.
She fills in the document, includes screenshots, and saves the document in SharePoint. 
Then, she associates the Registration Page document with the work item by dragging it from the sidebar to the task’s links section. The addition of this related document to the work item activates the precondition.
Now, if Susan were to try to resolve the task, she would be unable to do so.   This is because product marketing still needs to approve the document.
Let’s take a look at the workflow process from our stakeholder’s perspective.
Document Collaboration for Rational Jazz integrates our SharePoint document libraries with the collaboration infrastructure used by product marketing and other project stakeholders.  In this case, Mark, the product marketing manager, sees a new workflow task in his Outlook task list. (He opens the task and clicks on the referenced document link, which opens in Word. 
He checks out the document, reviews Susan’s design, approves it, and checks the document back into SharePoint.  
It’s the same process as with all his review tasks.
Now, Susan can mark the task as resolved.  The document workflow precondition passes, because the linked design document has been approved.

Now let’s recap.

Document Collaboration for Rational Jazz boosts developer productivity and team collaboration with full access to SharePoint from a rich client interface.  

It automates approvals and enables end-to-end governance by integrating document workflows into the work item resolution process.

And, it allows project stakeholders to participate in the software delivery process using their familiar collaboration tools.  

Download Mainsoft Document Collaboration for Rational Jazz today!  It’s available on IBM dot com. 
