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Introduction

Purpose

The purpose of this guide is to provide an overview of the Ciram Global
Medical Assistance™ Program. This guide contains the details the rules
used in assessment for eligibility and entitlements for Medical Assistance.

This guide is intended as a reference manual for business analysts, and does
not contain any technical information regarding how the rules are run or
how to administer the rules. For information on setting up and maintaining
rules in the product, seethe Cir am Rul es Edi t or Cui de.

Audience

This guide is intended for anyone interested in learning about the rules used
in the Ciram Medica Assistance Program. It is expected that it will be read
mainly by business analysts working within a socia enterprise organization.
It is assumed, therefore, that you are familiar with the concepts of Social
Enterprise Management (SEM), and understand the organization's business
requirements.

Prerequisites

To get the most from this guide, you should understand the use of rulesin
Curam applications. For a discussion of the concept of rules and how rules
are extracted from legisation, please see the Ciram Rul es Defi ni -
tion QGuide.

Medical Assistance Introduction

The Medical Assistance is a program that pays the medica bills (and in
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some cases the cost of institutional care) of people who have low income
and cannot afford medical care. It is a means-tested program, available only
to certain low-income individuals and families who fit into an eligibility
group that is recognized by federal and state law.

Medical Assistance product provides eligibility determination for house-
holds based on financial and non-financial factors. The information required
to determine program eligibility is captured as evidence. This evidence is
assessed against a set of business rules to determine whether or not the
household is eligible for Medical Assistance.



Overview

Medical Assistance Programs

Medical Assistance is a needs based program available only to certain low-
income individuals and families who fit into an eligibility group that is re-
cognized by federal and state law. Cdram Global Medical Assistance is
comprised of a number of rule sets to determine eligibility for a range of
coverage types (programs within CGMA). Eligibility determination is
provided for the following:

» Mandatory Categorically Needy groups

Low Income Famillies with Children (LIFC)( includes Transitional
and Extended Assistance)

Aged Blind and Disabled (ABD)

Pregnant Women

Newborn

Children ( under and over 6)

Title IV-E Foster Care

Title IV-E Adoption

Emergency Medical Assistance for the following
* Low Income Famillies with Children

« AgedBlind and Disabled

e Pregnant Women

 Newborn
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e Children ( under and over 6)
o TitlelV-E Foster Care and Title IV-E Adoption

Cost Sharing Medical Assistance

» Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB)

» Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLIMB)
e Qudified Individua (QI-1)

* Qudlified Disabled Working Individual (QDWI)

* Optiona Categoricaly Needy groups

Long Term Care

Refugee

Breast and Cervical Cancer ( BCC).
Tuberculosis (TB)

Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP)

* Mandatory Medically Needy

Medically Needy Children

Medically Needy Pregnant Women
Emergency Medically Needy Children
Emergency Medically Needy Pregnant Women

« Mandatory Medically Needy with SpendDown

Medically Needy Children with SpendDown

Medically Needy Pregnant Women with SpendDown

Emergency Medically Needy Children with SpendDown
Emergency Medically Needy Pregnant Women with SpendDown

Medical Assistance Eligibility Rules

The business rules operate against the evidence recorded in the system. For
details of the evidence see the I nside Ciram G obal |ncome
Support Qui de and the Caram Evi dence Cui de. The business
rules for each program are divided into 2 distinct categories, program eligib-
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ility and financial eligibility. These can be further divided into the follow-

ing:

No

Program Eligibility consisting of
* Non Financia rules.

*  Program specific eligibility rules.

Financial Eligibility consisting of:
* Incomerules.

* Resourcerules.

n Financial Eligibility Rules

The Non Financial Eligibility Rules include the rules for Citizenship, Resid-
ency and Social Security Numbers. In general these rules are common to all
programs with some exceptions such as Emergency Medical Assistance and

Ref

ugee Medical Assistance as these programs are specifically for non Cit-

izens. As these rules are common to most Medical Assistance programs they

are

documented in a chapter separate to the program rules. See the Common

Medical Assistance Rules chapter within this document. Any program spe-
cific variations are documented within each program chapter.

Program Specific Eligibility Rules

The program eligibility rulesinclude rules which:

Determine the individuals or groups of individuals who may be entitled
to assistance. This is known as assistance units within Curam Income
Support and Medical Assistance.

The program rules for each program determine how the assistance units
are formed for each program. In general the Household composition
rules are used to form the assistance unit and determine the household
members that are included in the unit. The Household determination
rules determine the household members that are not included or ex-
cluded from the assistance unit.

Determine whose income and resources should be considered in the fin-
ancial digibility rules. Thisis known as the income and resource units.

Determine how many people should be considered to be in the house-
hold. This is known as the Household size. This is required in order to
determine what income and resource limits should be used in the finan-
cial eligibility rules.

Dependent Child rules
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The dependent child rules determine if a child is considered a dependent
child, and is used by many programs in the rules for the formation of assist-
ance units. As these rules are common to the LIFC, Children, Pregnant Wo-
men, Refugee programs these rules have been documented in the Common
Medical Assistance Rules chapter within this document.

Financial Eligibility Rules
Thefinancial eligibility rulesinclude rules which determine:

» Which resources and incomes are countable, not countable or are ex-
cluded.

» How the income and resources should be calculated for each program in
the financial eligibility determination. ( Including which the income de-
ductions that should be applied)

The rules for calculation of incomes and resources are documented separ-
ately for each program. The rules which defined what incomes and re-
sources are countable, non countable and excluded are documented in the
Common Medical Assistance Rules chapter within this document.

Cascading Eligibility

The term cascading eligibility refers to a process whereby program eligibil-
ity is determined based on a hierarchy. The eligibility rule set executes the
rules for the program with the highest priority first, followed by the rules for
the program of next highest priority. The following defines the cascade
within CGMA.

e LIFC

Eligibility is only checked for the following programs if al members of
the assistance unit are not mandatory eligible members, with the excep-
tion of QMB and then SLIMB.

* Remaining Categorically Needy

* Medicaly Needy

* Long Term Care

» Refugee

* Emergency

* Remaining Optional Categorically Needy

* Medically Needy with SpendDown

Note: Eligibility for CHIP is triggered separate to Medical Assistance, and
is therefore not included in the cascade. Eligibility for CHIP requires that in-
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dividuals are not eligible for Medical Assistance, the rules execution ensures
and the program rules for CHIP ensure this.



Common Rules

Non Financial Requirements

The rules specify the non financial requirements that a household member
must satisfy before they can meet further requirements for Medical Assist-
ance. Non financia requirements include the rules for Citizenship, Resid-
ency and Social Security Numbers. In general most Medical Assistance pro-
grams require that individuals satisfy these rules, however there are some
exceptions to this, such as, Emergency Medical Assistance and Refugee
Medical Assistance as these programs are specifically for non citizens.

Citizenship

1. Individual must be a United States Citizen OR
2. Individual must be aUS Non Citizen National OR
3. Individual must be an Eligible Alien

Eligible Alien

* Andligibleaienisanindividual whoisBOTH classified as a:
e Qualified Alien AND

» Meetsthe Qualified Alien Eligibility Criteria to be eigible for Med-
ical Assistance.

Qualified Alien

1. Andien who is lawfully admitted for permanent residence under the
Immigration and Nationality Act OR



10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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An alien who is admitted as a refugee under section 207 of the Immig-
ration and Nationality Act OR

An alien who is granted conditional entry under section 203(a)(7) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act as in effect prior to April 1, 1980
OR

An alien who is granted asylum under section 208 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act OR

An alien who is paroled into the United States under section 212(d)(5)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act for a period of at least one year
OR

An alien whose deportation is being withheld under section 243(h) or
241(b) (3) of the Immigration and Nationality Act OR

An dlien granted status as a Cuban and Haitian entrant as defined in
section 501(e) of the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980 OR

An aien admitted as an Amerasian immigrant under the provision of
Public Law 100-202 OR

An American Indian born in Canadawho is at least one-half American
Indian as per section 289 of the Immigration and Nationality Act OR

Victims of a severe form of trafficking, in accordance with section
107(b)(1) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, Public
Law 106-386 OR

Analienreceiving SSl iseligible for Medical Assistance OR

Hmong and other Highland Lao tribal peoples who have been lawfully
admitted to the United States for permanent residence, and who fought
on behalf of the United States during the Vietnam conflict OR

An aien who is the spouse of a Hmong or Highland Laotian who
fought on behalf of the United States during the Vietnam conflict OR

An dien who is a surviving spouse (who has not remarried) of a
Hmong or Highland Laotian who fought on behalf of the United States
during the Vietnam conflict OR

An aien who is an unmarried dependent child of aHmong or Highland
Laotian who fought on behalf of the United States during the Vietnam
conflict OR

An alien who has been battered or subjected to extreme cruelty who
meets the following conditions:

a.  The battered alien must be battered by their U.S. citizen or LPR
alien spouse or parent AND

b. If aparent is the battered alien, any child who lives with them is
also a battered alien OR If a child is the battered alien, the parent
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who lives with them is also a battered alien as long as the parent
did not actively participate in the battery

c. Thealien must not currently be residing in the same household as
the individual responsible for the battery or extreme cruelty AND

d. There must be a substantial connection between the battery or ex-
treme cruelty suffered by the alien (or the alien's child or parent)
and the need for Medicaid benefits

Qualified Alien Eligibility Criteria

A qualified alien must meet the following conditions to be eligible for Med-
ical Assistance:

Entry prior to August 22, 1996

1. A gudlified alien who entered the United States prior to August 22,
1996 may receive Medical Assistance provided ghe is determined to
be otherwise eligible OR

2. A qudlified alien who attained qualified alien status subsequent to Au-
gust 22, 1996 and who can demonstrate to the district's satisfaction that
they have continuously resided in the United States from their date of
entry through the date they became a qualified alien, may receive Med-
ical Assistance provided s/he is determined to be otherwise eligible

Entry on or after August 22, 1996

* A gudlified aien who entered the United States on or after August 22,
1996 is ineligible to receive Medical Assistance for 5 years from the
date the alien entered the United States or the date the alien obtained
qualified alien status whichever is the later unless the alien meets one of
the Exceptions to the 5 year Ineligibility Period.

Exceptions to the 5 year Ineligibility Period

The five year disqualification period for Medical Assistance does not apply
to the following qualified aiens:

1. Someone who has lawfully resided as a qualifying immigrant in the
U.S. for five years OR

2. Anindividua who is a lawful permanent resident with 40 qualifying
quarters of Social Security coverage OR

3. Anadienwho is admitted as a refugee under section 207 of the Immig-
ration and Nationality Act OR

10
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20.
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An aien who is granted asylum under section 208 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act OR

An alien whose deportation is being withheld under section 243(h) or
241(b) (3) of the Immigration and Nationality Act OR

An alien granted status as a Cuban and Haitian entrant as defined in
section 501(e) of the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980 OR

An aien admitted as an Amerasian immigrant under the provision of
Public Law 100-202 OR

An American Indian born in Canadawho is at least one-half American
Indian as per section 289 of the Immigration and Naturalization Act
OR

A qualified alien who is a veteran with an honorable discharge from
the Armed Forces of the United States OR

A qualified alien who is the spouse of an honorably discharged veteran
OR

A qualified alien who is a surviving spouse (who has not remarried) of
an honorably discharged veteran OR

A qualified alien who is an unmarried dependent child of an honorably
discharged veteran OR

A qualified alien who is a Hmong or Highland Laotian who has been
lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence, and
who fought on behalf of the United States during the Vietnam conflict
OR

A qualified alien who is the spouse of a Hmong or Highland Laotian
who fought on behalf of the United States during the Vietnam conflict
OR

A qualified alien who is a surviving spouse (who has not remarried) of
a Hmong or Highland Laotian who fought on behalf of the United
States during the Vietnam conflict OR

A qualified alien who is an unmarried dependent child of a Hmong or
Highland Laotian who fought on behalf of the United States during the
Vietnam conflict OR

A quadlified alien lawfully residing in the State who is on active duty in
the United States military OR

A qualified alien who is the spouse of an individual on active duty in
the United States military OR

A qualified alien who is an unmarried dependent child of an individual
on active duty in the United States military OR

Victims of a severe form of trafficking, in accordance with Section

11
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107(b)(1) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, Public
Law 106-386

Social Security Number

1. Anindividua must provide a Social Security Number OR

2. Anindividual must apply for a Social Security Number if they do not
have one and provide the number once it has been assigned

Exceptions to the requirement to provide a Social Security Num-
ber

The following individuals do not have to provide an SSN

1. Children who are dligible under the Medical Assistance category New-
born OR

2. Children placed for adoption who do not have a Social Security Num-
ber are not required to provide a Social Security Number until after the
adoption isfinalized OR

3. Household members not included in the assistance unit are not required
to provide an SSN

Residency

The state residency rules are divided into two general sections which outline
the factors in determining residency for children (under aged 21) and adults
(aged 21 or over):

Individuals under age 21

Non-Institutionalized Individual

1. For a competent individual who is capable of stating intent and living
independently from his or her parents or married, the state of residence
is the state where the individua is living with the intention to remain
there permanently or for an indefinite period OR

2. For a non-institutionalized individual whose Medical Assistance is
based on blindness or disability, the state of residence is the state in
which theindividual isliving OR

3. For any other non-institutionalized individual to whom 42 CFR
435.403(h) (1) or (2) above does not apply, the child is aresident of the
State in which the caretaker is aresident.

12
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Individuals age 21 and over

Non-institutionalized individual

1

For a non-ingtitutionalized individual, the state of residence is the state
where the individual is living with the intention to remain permanently
for an indefinite period OR

For a non-institutionalized individual if incapable of stating intent, the
state of residence is the state where the individual isliving OR

For a non-institutionalized individual, the state of residence is the state
where the individual is living and in which the individual entered with
a job commitment or seeking employment (whether or not currently
employed)

Incapability of indicating intent

1

Anindividua is considered incapable of stating intent if the individual
has an 1.Q. of 49 or less or has a mental age of 7 or less, based on test
acceptable to the mental retardation agency in the State OR

An individual is considered incapable of stating intent if the individual
isjudged legally incompetent, OR

An individual is considered incapable of stating intent if the individual
is found incapable of stating intent based on medical documentation
obtained from a physician, psychologist, or other person licensed by
the State in the field of mental retardation/mental health

Determine State of Residence in Special Situations

1

For an individual of any age who is recelving a state supplementary
payment, the state of residence is the state paying the state supplement-
ary payment OR

For individuals of any age who are receiving Federal payments for
foster care or adoption assistance under Title IV-E of the Social Secur-
ity Act, the state of residence is the state where the child lives

Change in residency

A person cannot receive Medical Assistance coverage in more than one
State

Dependent Child

13
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This rule group determines if children in the household are dependent chil-
dren.

1. A dependent child must be living in the home of a Caretaker Relative
AND

2. Child must meet the Age Limit for a Child rules AND
3. Child must be deprived of parental support and care

Relationship (Caretaker Relative)

1. For Low Income Families with Children Medical Assistance the house-
hold must include a child who is living with their natural parent(s) or
adoptive parent(s) OR

2. The household must include a child who is living with a non parent
caretaker, in the non parent caretaker's home, and who has a relation-
ship to the child as specified below:

¢ Grandfather and grandmother OR

» Brother or sister including half or adopted brother or sister OR
e Uncleor aunt OR

* First cousin or cousin once removed OR

» Nephew or niece OR

» Persons of prior generations designated by the prefix grand, great,
great-great, or great-great-great OR

s Spouses of any person listed above AND

3. Thenon parent caretaker relative must be an adult
Age Limit for a Child

Child under 18

1. A child must be under age 18 and unmarried AND

2. Ageruleis satisfied through the month in which the child reaches age
18 OR

Child under 19

1. A child must be under age 19, unmarried and participating full-time in
a secondary school, GED or vocational or technical training and ex-
pects to graduate before or in the month of their 19th birthday AND

14
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Age rule is satisfied until the last day of the month of course comple-
tion, withdrawal of the child from enrollment, or the child's 19th birth-
day, whichever occursfirst.

Deprivation of Support

To be eligible for medical assistance a child must be deprived of parental
support and care for one of the following reasons:

1
2.

Death of parent(s)

Continued absence of parent(s) from the home where the parent's ab-
sence interrupts or terminates the parent's functioning as a provider of
maintenance, physical care, or guidance and prevents the family from
relying on their support or care of the child.

Physical or mental incapacity of one or both parents and the incapacity
is expected to last at least 30 days and the incapacity reduces or elimin-
ates the parent's ability to support or care for the otherwise eligible
child

Unemployment or underemployment of the parent designated as the
principal wage earner.

Continued Absence

The following reasons constitute deprivation by continued absence:

© N o a k~ w DN PRF

Divorce

Legal Separation
Desertion

Incarceration
Deportation
Hospitalization

Birth out of wedlock

A single parent adoption

The following reasons do not constitute deprivation by continued absence:

1

The parent is voluntarily absent to visit friends or relatives, to seek em-
ployment, to maintain ajob, to attend school or training, so long as the
parent in the home and the absent parent do not regard themselves as
separated.

The parent is absent solely to serve active military duty.

15
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Unemployment/Underemployment

1
2.

One of the parents living in the home is the principal wage earner AND

That parent is unemployed or Underemployed

Principal Wage Earner

1

The parent who has earned the greater amount of income in the 24
months prior to the month of application OR

The parent designated as the principal wage earner by the parents when
both parents earned an equal amount of income in the 24 months prior
to the month of application.

Unemployed Parent

1

The parent is unemployed and has been unemployed for at least 30
days prior to the effective date of assistance AND

The unemployed parent must not have refused, without good cause, a
bona fide offer of employment or training for employment within of as-
sistance prior to the effective date of assistance. The following are re-
fusal reasons that constitute good cause:

a.  The parent's physical limitations result in an inability to engage in
the work

b.  No transportation to or from the work;
c. Unsafe working conditions,

d. The employment is not covered by workman's compensation pro-
tection;

e. The employment was offered through a public employment or
manpower agency, which determined good cause existed.

f.  The offered wage was less than minimum wage;
The parent lacked suitable day care;

h.  The parent was personally providing care for a child under the age
of 2 at the time of the refusal;

I.  The commuting time to and from work would normally exceed 2
hours, round trip;

j. The parent could not accept the job due to illness of the parent or
another family member;

k. The offered position was vacant due to alabor strike or lockout;
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|.  The parent was incarcerated or making a required court appear-
ance;

m. Inclement weather prevented the parent from accepting the job or
reporting for work; or

n. The parent was laid off but is expected to return to the prior place
of employment within 30 days of the date of the job offer;

Underemployed Parent

1. Theparent isemployed fewer than 100 hours a month AND
2. The parent is employed less than 100 hours in the payment month OR

3. Work hours are expected to be more than 100 hours in the payment
month but the work hours were less than 100 hours in the two months
immediately preceding the payment month AND

4. The work hours are expected to be less than 100 hours in the month
following the payment month

Resource Rules

Resource rules are used to determine what resources are countable/non
countable for the household. Resources are classified as either countable or
non-countable and liquid or non-liquid. Only countable resources are in-
cluded in the resource dligibility determination. A household's countable re-
sources must be less than a specified resource limit.

Liquid resources are resources that can readily be converted to cash, non-
liquid resources are all other types of resources.

Resources are defined in rate tables and provides the information required to
determine whether or not resources are countable or non-countable.

1. Countable resources for the household must be less than $2000 for a 1
member household OR

2. Countable resources for the household must be less than $3000 for a 2
member household OR

3.  Countable resources for the household must be less than $3000 + $25
for each additional household member

Countable Liquid Resources - Family Type Programs
The following rules apply to these programs, and are referred to as the "Fam-

ily type" programs for determination of countable/non countable resources
and incomes.
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LIFC
Pregnant Women
Children ( under and over 6)

Medically Needy Pregnant Women

Medically Needy Children

Emergency LIFC, Emergency Pregnant WWomen, Emergency Children
Refugee

The current market value of liquid resources should be counted unless the
resource is specifically excluded.

Death Benefits

The death benefits listed below are counted the month after the month of re-
ceipt:

1
2.
3.

Death benefits from labor unions
Death benefits from Social Security (SSA) or Railroad Retirement

Death benefits from Socia Security (SSA) or Railroad Retirement paid
to the:

a.  Lega or non-lega spouse who was living with the individual OR

b. The spouse or child receiving SSA or Railroad Retirement bene-
fits from the individual's record.

Veterans Administration burial benefits

Cash given by relatives, friends, or a community group (e.g., benevol-
ent society) to assist with expenses related to the death.

Cash on hand

Count money on hand in the form of currency or coins

Checking Account

1

If an individua has unrestricted access to an account, all funds in the
account are considered aresource OR

If account is restricted, consider only that portion the individual can
withdraw as aresource
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Savings Account

1. If anindividual has unrestricted access to an account, all funds in the
account are considered a resource OR

2. If account is restricted, consider only that portion the individual can
withdraw as aresource

Joint Account Rules for Savings Account, Checking Account or
Certificate of Deposit

1. When an individual who has unrestricted access to the funds in the ac-
count, shares a joint account with co-owner(s) who are not eligible for
Medical Assistance and their income and resources are not counted/
deemed, presume that all the funds are owned by the individual and it
is countable OR

2. For co-owned accounts, if two or more account holders are either Med-
ical Assistance eligible individuals or are people whose income and re-
sources must be counted/deemed for Medical Assistance eligibility
(such as spouses or parents of minor children), count an equal share of
the account for each.

Stocks and Bonds

* Stocks and bonds at their current market value

Mutual Funds

e Mutua Funds

Certificate of Deposit

* Thecurrent value of all certificates of deposit should be counted

Promissory notes

e A promissory note, which is owned by an individual is considered a
countable resource

Bona Fide Loans

» The value of bona fide loans from any source is considered a countable
resource the month after the month of receipt
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Mineral and water rights
* The value of mineral and water rights is a countable resource unless the

mineral or water rights are on land which is being excluded because it is
the individual's home

Oil and Gas leases

* Oil and Gas leases is a countable resource unless the oil and gas leases
are on land which is being excluded because it is the individual's home

529 Plan

* Fundsin a529 plan are a countable resource for the ‘donor' (donor is the
individual making contributions/deposits into the 529 account)

United States Savings Bonds

» Count the value of US Saving bonds

United States Government Securities

» US Government securities other than US Savings bonds are countable as
per the current Market Vaue

Life insurance

» |If the face value of al life insurance policies for an individual (who is
the owner) is in excess of $1,500, the cash values are counted as an as-
Set.

Trusts Established Before August 11, 1993 ("Medical Assistance
Qualifying Trusts")
1. A Medical Assistance Qualifying Trust (MQT) is a countable resource

2. A Medical Assistance Qualifying Trust must meet all of the following
characteristics in order to be aMedical Assistance Qualifying Trust :

a.  Thetrust or similar legal device was established (except by will)
by any of the following:

e Individual OR
e Individua's spouse OR
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* Individua's parent(s) if the individual isaminor OR
* Individua's guardian OR

» Individua'slegal representative OR

* Any other person acting on the individual's behalf.

b. The funds or assets used to establish the trust or similar legal
device were the:

e Individual's OR

e Individual's spouse

c. Theindividua is the beneficiary of al or part of the distributions
from the trust.

d. Theamount of distributions from the trust is determined by one or
more trustees. The trustees are allowed to exercise discretion re-
garding the amount to be distributed to the individual .

e. Thetrust must have been established before August 11th, 1993

Trusts Established on, or after August 11, 1993

Trusts established on or after August 11, 1993 are classified as either revoc-
able or irrevocable:

Revocable Trusts

» Theentire principa of the revocable trust fund is counted

Irrevocable Trusts

* The portion of the trust from which payments can be made for the bene-
fit of theindividual or spouse is a countable resource

Safety Deposit Box Items

¢ Count the cash value of the itemsin the safety deposit box

Lump Sum Non Recurring

» Count any balance which remains the month after receipt as aresource

Revocable Annuity
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* Anannuity that isrevocable is a countable asset

Individual Retirement Account (IRA)

e Count the available funds in an Individual Retirement Account owned
by the individual

Keogh Account

* Count the available funds in a Keogh Account owned by the individual

Burial Plan

» Prepaid buria plan in excess of acash value of $1,500 for the individual

Burial Plot

» If theindividual owns more than one burial plot the cash value of the ad-
ditional buria plotsis counted

Commingled Funds

* The portion of the commingled funds that cannot be identified as ex-
cluded resources must be counted

Life Estate With Powers - Not Principal place of Residence
» Count the value of a life estate with powers as a resource if the life es-
tate is not the principal place of residence AND

» Count the full equity value of the property

Life Estate Without Powers - Non Principal place of Residence
1. Count the value of alife estate without powers as a resource if the life
estate is not the principal place of residence AND

2. Todetermine the value of alife estate without powers:

» Get the fair market value of the property AND

* Using the Life Estate Table, find the individuals age (as of last
birthday) AND

» Multiply the figure in the life estate column for that age by the fair
market value of the property to determine the value of the life es-
tate
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Sales Contracts

» Count the value of any sales contract

Accessible Retirement/Pension Funds

¢ Count aretirement fund owned by an individual if they have the option
of withdrawing the fund as alump sum at any time

Uniform Transfers to Minors Act (UTMA)

* Count any resource which is held within the rules of the Uniform Trans-
fersto Minor's Act (UTMA) to an individual age 21 or over

Uniform Gifts to Minors Act (UGMA)

» Count any resource which is held within the rules of the Uniform Gifts
to Minor's Act (UGMA)to an individual age 18 or over

Countable Non-liquid Resources - Family Type Programs

The following rules apply to these programs, and are referred to as the "Fam-
ily type" programs for determination of countable/non countable resources
and incomes.

« LIFC
* Pregnant Women
» Children ('under and over 6)

* Medically Needy Pregnant WWomen

* Medically Needy Children

» Emergency LIFC, Emergency Pregnant Women, Emergency Children
* Refugee

The equity value of non-liquid resources should be counted unless excluded.
Mobile homes

* Mobile homes

Boats
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 Boats

Building, land and other real property rights

» Theequity value of any real property must be counted such as buildings,
land and other real property rights

Inheritance and Unprobated Estates

* An individua has unprobated estate ownership in inheritance property
AND

1. isanheir of the deceased OR
2. receives any income from the property OR

3. under State intestacy laws, has acquired rights in the property due
to the death of the deceased

Excluded Resources - Family Type Programs
The following rules apply to these programs, and are referred to as the "Fam-

ily type" programs for determination of countable/non countable resources
and incomes.

LIFC
* Pregnant Women
» Children (under and over 6)

* Medically Needy Pregnant WWomen

* Medically Needy Children

» Emergency LIFC, Emergency Pregnant Women, Emergency Children
* Refugee

The following resources ( or portions of resources where specified) must be
excluded from resource calulations in eligibility determination:

Home Property

* Anindividual's home serving as the principal place of residence, includ-
ing the land on which the home stands and other buildings on that land,
if not separated by intervening property owned by others

Home Replacement Funds
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* When an individua sells an excluded home, the proceeds of the sale are
excluded resources if the individual plans to use them to buy another ex-
cluded home and does so within 3 full months of receiving the proceeds

Home Installments Sales Contracts

* If theindividual receives the proceeds from the sale of a home under an
installment contract, the contract is an excluded resource for as long as
the individual plans to use the entire down payment and the entire prin-
cipal portion of a given installment payment to buy another excluded
home; and does so within 3 full months of receiving such down payment
or installment payment

Joint Owned Real Property which cannot be sold due to Hardship

» If the individual leaves the home without the intent to return, the prop-
erty continues to be an excluded resource as long as its sale would cause
undue hardship to a co owner of the property, due to loss of housing.

Bona Fide Effort to Sell Property

* Real property that the household is making a good faith effort to sell at a
reasonable price for so long as the owner's reasonable efforts to sdll it
are unsuccessful (Bonafide effort to sell)

Mineral and Water Rights

» Water and mineral rights attached to an excluded home and property

Oil and Gas Leases

* Oil and Gas leases on land which is being excluded because it is the in-
dividua's home

Irrevocable Trusts

« |If there are no circumstances where payments can be made to or for the
benefit of the individual, or the spouse, from either al of the trust, or
from some portion of the trust, the value of the trust, or the value of the
unavailable portion of the trust, is not a countable resource and must be
excluded

Indian Trust Property

* Excluded ownership of beneficial interest in any land or account which
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isheld in trust by the United States, a state or in atribal account

Payment made under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act,
Public Law 92-203

* Unspent payment received under the Alaska and Indian Native Claims
Settlement Act (Public Law 92-203) must be excluded

Japanese- American and Aleutian Restitution payments

» Japanese-American and Aleutian restitution payments must be excluded

Agent Orange settlement payments

» Agent Orange settlement payments to qualifying veterans and survivors
are excluded from resources

Radiation Exposure Compensation

» Payments received from the Radiation Exposure Compensation Trust
Fund payments are excluded from resources

Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Amendment of 1988
Payments

» Unspent Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Amendment of 1988
Payments

Cash or in-kind payment to replace or repair excluded resource

1. Cash and in kind receipts for the replacement or repair of lost, dam-
aged, or stolen excluded resources are not treated as resources for 9
months from the date of their receipt

2. The initial 9 month period can be extended up to an additional 9
months if the individual shows good cause why repair or replacement
was not possible during the first 9 months.

Good causeis present if circumstances beyond the individual's control:

4. Prevent repair or replacement of the lost, damaged, or stolen property
OR

5.  Keeptheindividual from contracting for such repair or replacement.

Nazi Persecution Victims Payments
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« Paymentsto Victims of Nazi Persecution (PL 103-286), Austrian Social
Insurance Payments and Netherlands WUV Payments to Victims of Per-
secution

Wartime Relocation assistance

* Wartime relocation of Civilians payments authorized under PL 100-383
(Japanese up to $20000, and eligible Aleuts up to $12000)

Payments made under the Maine Implementing Act and the
Maine Indian Claims Settlement Fund, Section 9 of Public Law
96-240

» Payments made under the Maine Implementing Act and the Maine Indi-
an Claims Settlement Fund, Section 9 of Public Law 96-240

Federal Tribal benefits made under section 5 of Public Law
94-114

» Federal Tribal Benefits received by Indian tribes under section 5 of Pub-
licLaw 94-114

Special Payments to Children of Vietnam Veterans

* VA Payments to Vietham Veterans Who Have a Child Born with Spina
Bifida PL 104-204

Settlements Paid to Hemophilia Patients (and Others) Infected
with HIV

1. Settlements Paid to Hemophilia Patients (and others) infected with HIV
under a Class Action Suit must be excluded OR

2. Payments made by the federal government

Self-Support

* Do not count up to $6,000 of equity value of non-business property used
to produce goods or services essential to home use daily activities

Self-Employment Assets

» If theindividua is actively engaged in self-employment, the business as-
sets must be excluded from the resource test
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Property Necessary for Employment

* Any persona property required by the individual for work by his em-
ployer must be excluded

Income Producing Property

* Upto $6,000 of the equity value of nonbusiness income producing prop-
erty can be excluded from resources if the property produces a net annu-
al return equal to at least 6% of the total equity

Income Producing Property - Exception

1. If the property produces less than a 6% return, exclude $6000 if the
lower return is for reasons beyond the individual's control AND

2. If the property produces less than a 6% return, exclude $6000 if there is
a reasonable expectation that the property will again produce a 6% re-
turn

Educational Assistance Payments under Title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965

 All retained student financial assistance an individual receives under
Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965

Educational Assistance Payments under the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs (BIA)

» All retained Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) student assistance program
payments regardless of use are excluded from resources for as long as
the individual hasthem

Educational Loans, Grants and scholarship

» Exclude from resources for 9 months the month after the month of re-
ceipt, any funds received from grants, scholarships, fellowships and gifts
(or portion of gifts) that are used to pay for tuition, fees, books or other
necessary educational expenses

Inaccessible Pension Funds

* Do not count non available/non accessible pension funds that belongs to
the individual
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Uniform Transfers to Minors Act (UTMA)

* Exclude any resource which is held within the rules of the Uniform
Transfersto Minor's Act (UTMA)to achild under the age of 21

Uniform Gifts to Minors Act (UGMA)

» Exclude any resource which is held within the rules of the Uniform Gifts
to Minor's Act (UGMA)to a child under the age of 18

Burial plots

* Oneburia plot for each household member

Irrevocable Burial Trust

» Exclude the value of an irrevocable burial trust fund such as an irrevoc-
able pre-arranged funeral plan.

Life insurance

» Exclude the cash surrender value of life insurance policies with a com-
bined face value totaling $1,500 or less per owner.

Burial Plan

e Exclude prepaid burial plan up to $1500 per household member

Reductions in burial fund maximum exclusion

¢ Themaximum $1,500 that can be excluded is reduced by the following:

» The face value of any life insurance policy on the individual, if such
policy is excluded

* The value of an irrevocable burial trust fund such as an irrevocable
pre-arranged funeral plan

Older Americans Act of 1965 Payments

* Retained payments received under Title VII, Nutrition Program for the
Elderly of the Older Americans Act of 1965 are excluded

Federal Relocation Payments received under the Uniform Relo-
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cation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of
1970

» Retained Federal relocation assistance provided under title |1 of the Uni-
form Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisitions Policies Act
of 1970 is excluded from resources

Income Tax Refund

» Federd or state income tax refunds is excluded from resources only for
the month following the month the refund or payment is received

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) payments

1. Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) payments only for the month fol-
lowing the month the payment is received

2. Exclude the child tax credit as a resource for 9 months after the month
itisreceived

Individual Development Accounts

* Individua development accounts contributions made must be excluded
asaresource

Irrevocable Annuity

* Anirrevocable annuity is an exempt resource

Life Estate With Powers - Principal place of Residence

» Exclude the value of alife estate with powers as a resource if the owner
of the life estate resides in the home

Life Estate Without Powers - Principal place of Residence

» Exclude the value of a life estate without powers as a resource if the
owner of the life estate resides in the home

Low Income Housing Energy Assistance Act

* Exclude Home Energy Assistance Payments under the Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance Act (PL 99-425)
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Energy Assistance other than LIHEAA

» Federa or state one-time assistance for weatherization or emergency re-
pair or replacement of heating or cooling devices must be excluded

Plan to Achieve Self Sufficiency (PASS plan)

» Grants and resources set aside as part of an approved plan for achieving
self support of a SSI individual are excluded

WIC (Women Infants & Children Special Supplement Food Pro-
gram

» Exclude the value of the vouchers which are redeemable for food items
received by certain women and children considered to be nutritionally
high risk

Cash payments for Medical or Social Services

» Exclude payments from a Federal, State, or local government program if
it isgiven to help the client get medical or social services for one calen-
dar month following the month of receipt;

Household Goods & Personal Effects

» Exclude the contents of a home that are essential to daily living

Vehicles

* Exclude 1 vehicle (automobile) per household regardliess of use and
count the equity value of all others

Countable Liquid Resources - ABD Type Programs
The following rules apply to these programs, and are referred to as the

"ABD type" programs for determination of countable/non countable re-
sources and incomes.

« ABD

» Cost Sharing Programs
» Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB)
» Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLIMB)
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Qualified Individual (QI-1)
Qualified Disabled Working Individual (QDWI)

Long Term Care (LTC)

Tuberculosis (TB)
Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP)

The current market value of liquid resources should be counted unless the
resource is specifically excluded.

Death Benefits

The death benefits listed below are counted the month after the month of re-
ceipt:

1
2.
3.

Death benefits from labor unions
Death benefits from Social Security (SSA) or Railroad Retirement

Death benefits from Social Security (SSA) or Railroad Retirement paid
to the:

a.  Lega or non-legal spouse who was living with the individual OR

b. The spouse or child receiving SSA or Railroad Retirement bene-
fits from the individual's record.

Veterans Administration buria benefits

Cash given by relatives, friends, or a community group (e.g., benevol-
ent society) to assist with expenses related to the death.

Cash on hand

Count money on hand in the form of currency or coins

Checking Account

1

If an individual has unrestricted access to an account, all funds in the
account are considered a resource OR

If account is restricted, consider only that portion the individual can
withdraw as aresource

Savings Account

1

If an individua has unrestricted access to an account, all funds in the
account are considered a resource OR
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2. If account is restricted, consider only that portion the individual can
withdraw as aresource

Joint Account Rules for Savings Account, Checking Account or
Certificate of Deposit

1. When an individual who has unrestricted access to the funds in the ac-
count, shares a joint account with co-owners) who are not eligible for
Medical Assistance and their income and resources are not counted/
deemed, presume that all the funds are owned by the individual and it
is countable OR

2. For co-owned accounts, if two or more account holders are either Med-
ical Assistance eligible individuals or are people whose income and re-
sources must be counted/deemed for Medical Assistance eligibility
(such as spouses or parents of minor children), count an equal share of
the account for each.

Stocks and Bonds

* Stocks and bonds at their current market value

Mutual Funds

e Mutua Funds

Certificate of Deposit

» Thecurrent value of all certificates of deposit should be counted

Promissory notes

e A promissory note, which is owned by an individual is considered a
countable resource

Bona Fide Loans

» The value of bona fide loans from any source is considered a countable
resource the month after the month of receipt

Mineral and water rights

* The value of mineral and water rights is a countable resource unless the
mineral or water rights are on land which is being excluded because it is
the individual's home
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Oil and Gas leases

* Oil and Gas leases is a countable resource unless the oil and gas leases
are on land which is being excluded because it is the individual's home

529 Plan

e Fundsin a529 plan are a countable resource for the 'donor' (donor is the
individual making contributions/deposits into the 529 account)

United States Savings Bonds

e Count the value of US Saving bonds

United States Government Securities

» US Government securities other than US Savings bonds are countable as
per the current Market Value

Life insurance

» If the face value of al life insurance policies for an individual (who is
the owner) is in excess of $1,500, the cash values are counted as an as-
Set.

Trusts Established Before August 11, 1993 ("Medical Assistance
Qualifying Trusts")
1. A Medical Assistance Qualifying Trust (MQT) is a countable resource

2. A Medical Assistance Qualifying Trust must meet all of the following
characteristicsin order to be aMedical Assistance Qualifying Trust :

a.  Thetrust or smilar legal device was established (except by will)
by any of the following:

* Individual OR

* Individuals spouse OR

» Individuals parent(s) if the individual isaminor OR
e Individuals guardian OR

» Individuaslegal representative OR

* Any other person acting on the individuals behalf.
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b. The funds or assets used to establish the trust or similar legal
device were the:

e Individuals OR

* Individuals spouse

c. Theindividua is the beneficiary of al or part of the distributions
from the trust.

d. Theamount of distributions from the trust is determined by one or
more trustees. The trustees are allowed to exercise discretion re-
garding the amount to be distributed to the individual .

e. Thetrust must have been established before August 11th, 1993

Trusts Established on, or after August 11, 1993

Trusts established on or after August 11, 1993 are classified as either revoc-
able or irrevocable:

Revocable Trusts

e Theentire principal of the revocable trust fund is counted

Irrevocable Trusts

* The portion of the trust from which payments can be made for the bene-
fit of theindividual or spouse is a countable resource

Safety Deposit Box Items

» Count the cash value of the itemsin the safety deposit box

Lump Sum Non Recurring

» Count any balance which remains the month after receipt as aresource

Revocable Annuity

* Anannuity that is revocable is a countable asset

Individual Retirement Account (IRA)

e Count the available funds in an Individual Retirement Account owned
by the individual

35



Curam Global Medical Assistance Program Guide

Keogh Account

* Count the available fundsin a Keogh Account owned by the individual

Burial Plan

e Prepaid buria plan in excess of acash value of $1,500 for the individual

Burial Plot

* If theindividual owns more than one burial plot the cash value of the ad-
ditional buria plotsis counted

Commingled Funds

* The portion of the commingled funds that cannot be identified as ex-
cluded resources must be counted

Life Estate With Powers - Not Principal place of Residence

1. Count the value of alife estate with powers as a resource if the life es-
tate is not the principal place of residence AND

2. Count the full equity value of the property

Life Estate Without Powers - Non Principal place of Residence

1. Count the value of alife estate without powers as a resource if the life
estate is not the principal place of residence AND

2. Todeterminethe value of alife estate without powers:
o Get the fair market value of the property AND

» Using the Life Estate Table, find the individuals age (as of last
birthday) AND

» Multiply the figure in the life estate column for that age by the fair
market value of the property to determine the value of the life es-
tate

Sales Contracts

* Count the value of any sales contract

Accessible Retirement/Pension Funds
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e Count aretirement fund owned by an individual if they have the option
of withdrawing the fund as alump sum at any time

Uniform Transfers to Minors Act (UTMA)

* Count any resource which is held within the rules of the Uniform Trans-
fersto Minor's Act (UTMA)to an individual age 21 or over

Uniform Gifts to Minors Act (UGMA)

» Count any resource which is held within the rules of the Uniform Gifts
to Minor's Act (UGMA)to an individual age 18 or over

Dedicated Bank Account Containing Lump Sum Payments for a
child

» Past due benefits and other underpayment's deposited into a dedicated
financia institution account and any accrued interest or other earnings
on such an account are excluded from resources for a child

Countable Non-liquid Resources - ABD Type Programs

The following rules apply to these programs, and are referred to as the
"ABD type" programs for determination of countable/non countable re-
sources and incomes.

« ABD

* Cost Sharing Programs
o Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB)
» Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLIMB)
* Quadlified Individual (QI-1)
* Qualified Disabled Working Individual (QDWI)
e Long Term Care (LTC)

e Tuberculosis (TB)

The equity value of non-liquid resources should be counted unless excluded.
Mobile homes

e Mobile homes
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Boats

e Boats

Building, land and other real property rights

» The equity value of any real property must be counted such as buildings,
land and other real property rights

Inheritance and Unprobated Estates

* An individua has unprobated estate ownership in inheritance property
AND

1. isan heir of the deceased OR
2. receives any income from the property OR

3. under State intestacy laws, has acquired rights in the property due
to the death of the deceased

Excluded Resources - ABD Type Programs

The following rules apply to these programs, and are referred to as the
"ABD type" programs for determination of countable/non countable re-
sources and incomes.

- ABD

e Cost Sharing Programs
* Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB)
» Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLIMB)
e Qudified Individua (QI-1)
* Qualified Disabled Working Individua (QDWI)
* Long Term Care (LTC)

e Tuberculosis (TB)

The following resources must be excluded:
Home Property

* Anindividual's home serving as the principal place of residence, includ-
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ing the land on which the home stands and other buildings on that land,
if not separated by intervening property owned by others

Home Replacement Funds

* When an individua sells an excluded home, the proceeds of the sale are
excluded resources if the individual plans to use them to buy another ex-
cluded home and does so within 3 full months of receiving the proceeds

Home Installments Sales Contracts

» If theindividua receives the proceeds from the sale of a home under an
installment contract, the contract is an excluded resource for as long as
the individual plans to use the entire down payment and the entire prin-
cipal portion of a given installment payment to buy another excluded
home; and does so within 3 full months of receiving such down payment
or installment payment

Joint Owned Real Property which cannot be sold due to Hardship

» |If the individual leaves the home without the intent to return, the prop-
erty continues to be an excluded resource as long as its sale would cause
undue hardship to a co owner of the property, due to loss of housing.

Bona Fide Effort to Sell Property

» Real property that the household is making a good faith effort to sell at a
reasonable price for so long as the owners reasonable efforts to sell it are
unsuccessful (Bona fide effort to sell)

Mineral and Water Rights

» Water and mineral rights attached to an excluded home and property

Oil and Gas Leases

* Oil and Gas leases on land which is being excluded because it is the in-
dividua's home

Irrevocable Trusts

» If there are no circumstances where payments can be made to or for the
benefit of the individual, or the spouse, from either all of the trust, or
from some portion of the trust, the value of the trust, or the value of the
unavailable portion of the trust, is not a countable resource and must be
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excluded

Indian Trust Property

* Excluded ownership of beneficial interest in any land or account which
isheld in trust by the United States, a state or in atribal account

Payment made under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act,
Public Law 92-203

» Unspent payment received under the Alaska and Indian Native Claims
Settlement Act (Public Law 92-203) must be excluded

Japanese- American and Aleutian Restitution payments

» Japanese-American and Aleutian restitution payments must be excluded

Agent Orange settlement payments

» Agent Orange settlement payments to qualifying veterans and survivors
are excluded from resources

Radiation Exposure Compensation

* Payments received from the Radiation Exposure Compensation Trust
Fund payments are excluded from resources

Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Amendment of 1988
Payments

» Unspent Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Amendment of 1988
Payments

Cash or in-kind payment to replace or repair excluded resource

1. Cash and in kind receipts for the replacement or repair of lost, dam-
aged, or stolen excluded resources are not treated as resources for 9
months from the date of their receipt

2. The initia 9 month period can be extended up to an additional 9
months if the individual shows good cause why repair or replacement
was not possible during the first 9 months.

Good causeis present if circumstances beyond the individual's control:

4. Prevent repair or replacement of the lost, damaged, or stolen property
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OR

5. Keeptheindividual from contracting for such repair or replacement.

Nazi Persecution Victims Payments
» Paymentsto Victims of Nazi Persecution (PL 103-286), Austrian Social

Insurance Payments and Netherlands WUV Payments to Victims of Per-
secution

Wartime Relocation assistance

» Wartime relocation of Civilians payments authorized under PL 100-383
(Japanese up to $20000, and €eligible Aleuts up to $12000)

Payments made under the Maine Implementing Act and the
Maine Indian Claims Settlement Fund, Section 9 of Public Law
96-240

» Payments made under the Maine Implementing Act and the Maine Indi-
an Claims Settlement Fund, Section 9 of Public Law 96-240

Federal Tribal benefits made under section 5 of Public Law
94-114

» Federa Tribal Benefits received by Indian tribes under section 5 of Pub-
licLaw 94-114

Special Payments to Children of Vietham Veterans

* VA Payments to Vietham Veterans Who Have a Child Born with Spina
Bifida PL 104-204

Settlements Paid to Hemophilia Patients (and Others) Infected
with HIV

1. Settlements Paid to Hemophilia Patients (and others) infected with HIV
under a Class Action Suit must be excluded OR

2. Payments made by the federal government

Self-Support

» Do not count up to $6,000 of equity value of non-business property used
to produce goods or services essential to home use daily activities
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Self-Employment Assets

« If theindividual is actively engaged in self-employment, the business as-
sets must be excluded from the resource test

Property Necessary for Employment

* Any persona property required by the individual for work by his em-
ployer must be excluded

Income Producing Property

* Upto $6,000 of the equity value of nonbusiness income producing prop-
erty can be excluded from resources if the property produces a net annu-
al return equal to at least 6% of the total equity

Income Producing Property - Exception

1. If the property produces less than a 6% return, exclude $6000 if the
lower return isfor reasons beyond the individual's control AND

2. If the property produces less than a 6% return, exclude $6000 if there is
a reasonable expectation that the property will again produce a 6% re-
turn

Educational Assistance Payments under Title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965

 All retained student financial assistance an individual receives under
Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965

Educational Assistance Payments under the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs (BIA)

» All retained Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) student assistance program
payments regardless of use are excluded from resources for as long as
the individual hasthem

Educational Loans, Grants and scholarship

» Exclude from resources for 9 months the month after the month of re-
ceipt, any funds received from grants, scholarships, fellowships and gifts
(or portion of gifts) that are used to pay for tuition, fees, books or other
necessary educational expenses
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Inaccessible Pension Funds

» Do not count non available/non accessible pension funds that belongs to
the individual

Uniform Transfers to Minors Act (UTMA)

» Exclude any resource which is held within the rules of the Uniform
Transfersto Minor's Act (UTMA) to a child under the age of 21

Uniform Gifts to Minors Act (UGMA)

» Exclude any resource which is held within the rules of the Uniform Gifts
to Minor's Act (UGMA) to a child under the age of 18

Burial plots

* Oneburia plot for each household member

Irrevocable Burial Trust

» Exclude the value of an irrevocable buria trust fund such as an irrevoc-
able pre-arranged funeral plan.

Life insurance

» Exclude the cash surrender value of life insurance policies with a com-
bined face value totaling $1,500 or less per owner.

Burial Plan

* Exclude prepaid burial plan up to $1500 per household member

Reductions in burial fund maximum exclusion

» The maximum $1,500 that can be excluded is reduced by the following:

» Theface value of any life insurance policy on the individual, if such
policy is excluded

* The value of an irrevocable burial trust fund such as an irrevocable
pre arranged funeral plan

Older Americans Act of 1965 Payments

43



Curam Global Medical Assistance Program Guide

* Retained payments received under Title VII, Nutrition Program for the
Elderly of the Older Americans Act of 1965 are excluded

Federal Relocation Payments received under the Uniform Relo-
cation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of
1970

* Retained Federal relocation assistance provided under title Il of the Uni-
form Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisitions Policies Act
of 1970 is excluded from resources

Income Tax Refund

» Federa or state income tax refunds is excluded from resources only for
the month following the month the refund or payment is received

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) payments

1. Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) payments only for the month fol-
lowing the month the payment is received

2. Exclude the child tax credit as a resource for 9 months after the month
itisreceived

Individual Development Accounts

* Individua development accounts contributions made must be excluded
as aresource

Irrevocable Annuity

* Anirrevocable annuity is an exempt resource

Life Estate With Powers - Principal place of Residence

* Exclude the value of alife estate with powers as a resource if the owner
of the life estate resides in the home

Life Estate Without Powers - Principal place of Residence

» Exclude the value of a life estate without powers as a resource if the
owner of the life estate resides in the home

Low Income Housing Energy Assistance Act
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¢ Exclude Home Energy Assistance Payments under the Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance Act (PL 99-425)

Energy Assistance other than LIHEAA

* Federd or state one-time assistance for weatherization or emergency re-
pair or replacement of heating or cooling devices must be excluded

Plan to Achieve Self Sufficiency (PASS plan)

» Grants and resources set aside as part of an approved plan for achieving
self support of a SSI individual are excluded

WIC (Women Infants & Children Special Supplement Food Pro-
gram

» Exclude the value of the vouchers which are redeemable for food items
received by certain women and children considered to be nutritionally
high risk

Cash payments for Medical or Social Services

» Exclude payments from a Federal, State, or local government program if
it is given to help the client get medical or social services for one calen-
dar month following the month of receipt;

Vehicles

» Exclude one vehicle (automobile) used for transportation for each mar-
ried couple or single individual, regardless of value if the automobile:

* Isnecessary for employment OR

* |Is necessary for the treatment of a specific or regular medical prob-
lem and used at |east four times per calendar year OR

» Has been modified for operation by or transportation of a handi-
capped person OR

* Isnecessary, because of climate, terrain, distance or similar factors,
for the performance of essential daily activities OR

« If no vehicle is excluded for one of the above reasons, $4,500 one
vehicle used for transportation for regular daily activities may be ex-
empt if its fair market value does not exceed $4,500 and if the fair
market value exceeds $4,500, then count the fair market value
amount in excess of $4,500
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Household goods & personal effects
1. One wedding ring and one engagement ring per individual are ex-
cluded regardless of value

2. Prosthetic devices, wheelchairs, hospital beds, diaysis machines and
other items required by a person's physical condition are excluded re-
gardless of value

3. A general exclusion of up to $2,000 applies to the total equity value of
other household goods and personal effects for the household

Dedicated Bank Account Containing Lump Sum Payments for a
child

» Past due benefits and other underpayment's deposited into a dedicated
financia institution account and any accrued interest or other earnings
on such an account are excluded from resources for a child

Retroactive Social Security Benefits or SSI Benefits

* Retroactive SSI and Social Security benefits and Railroad Retirement
Board are excluded from resources for the 9 calendar months following
the month in which the individual receives the benefits

Exempt 'Special Needs' Trusts

* A Specia Needs Trust must adhere to al the rules below and is not a
countable resource:

* Thetrust must be established on or after August 11th, 1993 AND

* The trust must be set up for the sole benefit of a disabled individual
who is under the age of 65 AND

e Thetrust contains the assets of that individual AND

* The trust states that all assets remaining in the trust will be paid to
the STATE upon the death of the individual up to the amount of
medical services paid by Medical Assistance

Exempt 'Pooled Trusts'

* A Pooled Trust must adhere to all the rules below and is not a countable
resource;

e Thetrust must be established on or after August 11th, 1993 AND
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* Thetrust is established and managed by a not for profit organization
AND

* Thetrust contains the assets of the individual AND
» Thereisaseparate account for each individual AND

» The accounts are established solely for the benefit of people who are
disabled AND

» Asthetrust allows, any amount remaining in the trust will be paid to
the State upon the death of the individual up to the amount of medic-
al services paid by Medical Assistance.

Gifts Made to a Child with a Life-threatening Disease by Non-
profit Organizations

» Cashretained beyond the month the gift is made or once off payments as
long as the total value of the gift does not exceed $2000

Victims Compensation payments

* Retained Payments to crime victims from a federal or federaly funded
state or local program (PL 103-322, section 23022) must be excluded for
9 months

Income Rules

Income rules are used to determine the unearned, earned and self employ-
ment income that are countable/non countable for the household. Income is
classified as either countable or non-countable. Only countable incomeisin-
cluded in the income eligibility determination. A household's countable in-
come must be less than a specified income limit. Rate tables provide the in-
formation required to determine whether the income is countable or non
countable.

1. The household's gross countable income is equal or less than 185% of
the monthly limit for the household size AND

2. The household's net countable income is equal to or less than the 100%
of the monthly limit for the household size

Unearned Income - Family Type Programs
The following rules apply to these programs, and are referred to as the "Fam-

ily type" programs for determination of countable/non countable resources
and incomes.
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« LIFC
*  Pregnant Women
»