
The global language 
of business



© 2008 GS1

30 years of experience

108 member organisations

Over one million companies doing 
business

Over 20 industry sectors

Over 8 billion transactions every day
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Our four key product areas

Global standards for electronic business messaging
Rapid, efficient & accurate business data exchange

The network for global data synchronisation
Standardised, reliable data for effective business transactions

Global standards for automatic identification
Rapid and accurate item, asset or location identification

Global standards for RFID-based identification
More accurate, immediate and cost effective visibility of information
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Countries with a GS1 Member Organisation

Countries served on a direct basis from GS1 
Global Office (Brussels)

GS1 Member Organisations
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GS1 Contributions to the value 
chain

1973: Barcode at POS
1989: M2M order to cash
1990: Logistic Excellence
2000: Data Quality
2005: Visibility from producer to consumer 
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Barcode at POS
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Order to cash EDI
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Logistic excellence

8

1973 20201980 1990 2000 2010

adoption

Barcode
at POS

-0,5%

10 000

100 000

Order to cash
EDI

-1% -0,5%



© 2008 GS1

Data Quality
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Visibility
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The visibility framework
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A standard business language
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The roles of GS1

- A user forum for development of global industry 
standards (GSMP)

- A centre of expertise for maintaining the GS1 global 
language of business

- A network of 108 organisations to support locally the 
implementation
- Define local roadmap with local industry leaders
- Lobby local administrations and governments to facilitate deployment
- Guide and accompany solution providers in developing and bringing 

standard solutions to the users

- A infrastructure to support interoperability between 
applications (internet of goods)
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