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Jimmy Wales, founder of Wikipedia	



“Imagine a world in which every single	


human being can freely share in the 	


sum of all knowledge . . .  	


That’s what we’re doing.”	



CCBYSA3.0  
by Nicolas Goldberg 



The Free Encyclopedia 

Wikipedia is the largest encyclopedia in history	



2 billion+ words	



14 million+ articles	



5.7 million+ images	



Roughly 4,500 new articles a day	



250+ languages, independently authored	



Approaching 1,000,000,000 edits (all projects)	



La enciclopedia libre 
Die freie Enzyklopädie 

Wolna encyklopedia 

De vrije encyclopedie 

االلممووسسووععةة االلححررةة 

L'encyclopédie libre Свободная энциклопедия 
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L’enciclopedia libera 



  5th most popular website world-wide	



  364 million unique visitors monthly	



Source: comScore, Media Metrix, Jan 2010	





Wikipedia Global Traffic	
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Wikimania	



Wikibooks	



Meta-wiki	



Wikiquote	



Wikispecies	



Media-wiki	



Wikimedia Incubator	



Wikiversity	



Wiktionary	



Wikinews	



Wikisource	



Wikimedia	


Commons	



Wikipedia	





9th Largest Wikipedia 	



560,000+ Articles	



The 5th Wikipedia	



Started June 2001 	



Wikipédia Português 



A not-for-profit charity based in San Francisco, California	



A global, mission-focused organization:	



“Spread free knowledge throughout the world.”	



Reach	


Participation	


Quality	



Facilitators, not editors.  No one at the Foundation 
actively edits Wikipedia or other projects as staff.	



What is the Wikimedia 
Foundation?	





34 staff	



100,000 + volunteer force	



360,000,000 + readers per month	



2009/2010 planned spending: 	



$9.4 million	





Wikimedia Foundation Headquarters	


San Francisco, California 	



CCBYSA 3.0 by 
Deniz Gultekin 



Board of Trustees	

Board of Trustees

Fundraising	



Programs / Outreach	



Administration	



Technology	



Usability	



Fundraising

Programs / Outreach

Administration

Technology

Usability

Advisory Board	

Advisory Board

International	


volunteer chapters	



International
volunteer chapters

Over 100,000	


active volunteers	



Over 100,000
active volunteers

Foundation structure	





Global Chapters	



27 volunteer-run Wikimedia Chapters support the 
Foundation’s mission around the world.	





People	



Wikimedia considers any person who supports our 
mission or edits on our projects to be a volunteer.	



On our projects we consider an active editor to be anyone 
who has edited at least five times in a month.	



In December 2009 over 95,849 people edited a 
Wikimedia project at least five times. 11,764 of those 
made 100+ edits in the same month	



Since the creation of Wikipedia nearly 1,000,000,000 
individual edits have been made to Wikimedia projects.	





People	



Wikimedia volunteers created Wikipedia without any 
payment or compensation. 	



Beyond editing, they give time in other ways.	



• Public outreach and communications	



• Software development and systems administration	



• Taking photos, making maps, creating video and audio	



• Organizing meet-ups 	



• Building relationships with cultural institutions	



• Fundraising	





Who edits?	



Editors come from virtually every part of the world	



Typically male, early to late 20’s, single	



Academics, “smart geeks,” technologically inclined	



Often multi-lingual	



Driven by Wikipedia’s core values:	



Neutral point of view	


Verifiability	


Notability	


Proven facts/research only	


Wikipedia is free	



Anecdotal evidence suggests this is true world-wide	





Open platforms let the world in.	



Passion for fact is universal.	



Sometimes you must meet.	



Free is a powerful motivator.	



Language borders, not geopolitical borders.	





• Over 43,000 words 	


• 142 references	


• 34 language versions	


• Over 4,500 edits	



Created 60 mins after the 
attacks, updated Feb 19, 
2010	



Hundreds of editors from 
around the world.	





Open platforms let the world in.	



Passion for fact is universal.	



Sometimes you must meet.	



Free is a powerful motivator.	



Language borders, not geopolitical borders.	









Open platforms let the world in.	



Passion for fact is universal.	



Sometimes you must meet.	



Free is a powerful motivator.	



Language borders, not geopolitical borders.	















All content on the Wikimedia projects is available under a 
creative commons license.	



All the works can be freely reused, even for commercial 
purposes, as long as they continue to remain free under 
the same license.	





Open platforms let the world in.	



Passion for fact is universal.	



Sometimes you must meet.	



Free is a powerful motivator.	



Language borders, not geopolitical borders.	







Classic cultural bias is less common	



Borders/distance don’t impede growth of a language	



But national cultures persist (part of fact/knowledge)	





Observations	



Trust is universal	



Boldness is universal	



Open platforms let the world in.	



Passion for fact is universal.	



Sometimes you must meet.	



Free is a powerful motivator.	



Language borders, not geopolitical borders.	





Our next steps	



Five-year business plan	



Global contributors for open strategy planning	



Priorities	



• Build the platform	



• Strengthen the editing community	



• Invest in key geographic areas, mobile development, and 
innovation	
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Geographic priorities are determined by opportunities for mission 
impact: projected mobile and internet growth rates, size and 
growth of relevant Wikipedia language projects, number of current 
editors.	



Key geographic priorities we’re considering:	



•  India	



•  Russia	



•  Turkey	



•  Middle East and North Africa	



•  Indonesia	



•  Brazil	
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Muito Obrigado!	




