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The Ambharic Chronicle of King Theodore is, as Pro-
fessor PRAETORIUS says in his book Die Amharische Sprache,
Halle 1879, p. 10 « sprachlich und sachlich von grosstem
Interesse ». It is one of the very few known texts in native
Ambaric prose, and thus furnishes authentic material for the
study of that language, as it is actually spoken. And on the
other hand its contents are of considerable interest to the
historian, who desires to make himself acquainted with the
events previous to the English-Abyssinian war of 1868. For
the use of the latter as well as for those who are interested
in Oriental studies, I hope to publish an English translation
and commentary within a year.

This chronicle is contained, as far as I know, only in
the Royal Library in Berlin, MS. orient. quart. 478, which I
had the opportunity of copying in the winter of 190o/1901
through the kindness of Professor STERN. It was also copied
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twenty years ago, by Professor NOLDEKE, who published a
masterly sketch of King Theodore’s life in his book Orzen-
talische Skizzen, Berlin 1892, translated into English by F. S.
BLACK under the title Sketches from Eastern History. Fur-
" thermore he copied MS. orient. quart. 479 of the same library,
which contains a manuscript history of King Theodore by
MARTIN FLAD, a German missionary in Abyssinia; this is in
German and mainly a paraphrase of MS. 478. Finally, Pro-
fessor NOLDEKE made a German translation of the original
and added very copious notes upon its contents from books
on Abyssinia. With his usual kindness, as soon as he heard
that it was my intention to publish this text, he put his whdle
material at my disposal. I need scarcely say that it has been
of the utmost service to me during my own work. I com-
pared carefully his copy with mine, and although both copies
had been collated independently with the original, I found a
number of discrepancies. These passages were compared with
the MS. once more by my friend Dr. P. KAHLE. During the
printing of this text I had the invaluable assistance of Pro-
fessor GUIDI, who read both the second proof and the final
revision. To all these who have so kindly assisted me I take
great pl:ea.sure in expressing my most sincere thanks.

I have given the text exactly, as. it was written by its
author the Debtera Zaneb, even reproducing without change
its somewhat unusual punctuation. Only a few of the scribe’s
mistakes have been corrected; in such cases the reading of
the MS. is given in the annotation. In several passages, where
from our knowledge of the literary Amharic we should expect
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other forms, I have left the original forms, because I take
them to be dialectic peculiarities, for instance @ instead of
the usual @gy. I now believe that even }{38€: is no mistake.
It was therefore perhaps unnecessary to write instead the
better known form X{7%3%7%@:, p.10a, L. 7; p. 19b, L 13-14;
P 39 a, ult.; cf. PRAETORIUS, Amharische Spracke, p. 77.

Attention should be called to the fact that pp. 1-5a, 1. 14
and p. 19b, 1. 15—204a, 1. 19 have been published already by
PRAETORIUS, L c. pp. 494 foll.

The Casa Editrice Italiana, whose beautiful Amharic fonts
I had the opportunity of using, was able to supply all the
different forms of Amharic letters used in the MS.; only *}"
has been replaced here by its second form 7f.

Princeton University, Easter 1g9o2.

ENNO LITTMANN.
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