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HARDSHIPS SAID IO BE PAST.

The New Alaskas Railroad Will Be
Opened for Trafiic This
Spring.

T
T,

R I O o i
Reéports presented at & nt fireet-

"+ “fng in London of share holders in the

w

»
.

}e

'

&

o
it

: ‘J; Florida Repr

K3

K,

e

White Pass & Yukon Valley railway

gave assurance not only that the hard«

ships and dangers now incidental to
Journeys to and from the Alaskan gold
flelds will soon be things of the past,

. but that the terrors of life in the hy-

perborean Dorado have been ¢onsid-
erably exaggerated, says the New York

“Times. Actual comnstruction work on

this line began in June last and it was
then hoped that the summit of the pass
‘would be reached by September, buty
l1abor troubles of one sort and another,
the most serious being a stampede of
workmen cauted by the rich discov-
eries made at Atlin, delayed progress
80 that the summit has just been
tained. :

Work is now advancing rapidly, how-
ever, and it is certain that the line will
be open as far as Lake Bennett before
navigation opens in the spring. The
traflic prospects are regarded as good.
High rates will be charged for both
freight and passengers, but, as com-
pared with the present cost of reach-

.ing the gold fields from tidewater, they
.will represent a saving of at least two-

thirds to the miners. As to the char-
acter of the Yukon country, upon
whicl, of course, the success of the en-
terprise depends, it was stated thatthe
region is relatively as rich in copper
ay in gold. Coal too has been discov-
ered in meveral places and there are
“Indications” of oil. According to the
chairman of the meéting, it is now cer-
tain that the Yukon valley is of great
mineral wealth throughout an extent
ot territory nearly as large as Europe,
while it has been proved that the sum-
mers are healthy and pleasant and the
winters, for people properly equipped,
no harder to endure than those of Mani-
toba.

A MARRIAGE LOVE FEAST.

s Quaint Church Ceremany That United

Tywo Liven After Two
v Years.

o

"Yt was & veritable love féast that

" -onited Dr. Ira G. Barton, of Pilot Grove,

Mo., to his wife some years ago.

A love feast in the evangelical mid-
dle west Is a chureh service and some-
Devotional fervor is in-

thing more,
spired by powerful exhorters. Men
leap into the air at the bidding of the
spirit.
and speechless upon the floor. Amid
such scenes Dr. Barton first saw and
admired Addie Davis, of Hannibal, Mo.
He asked to sce her home.

“This is my birthday,” he said on the

way.

“Strange,” she murmured, “it ismine
aleo.”

“We will meet again one year from

to-night,” said Barton, “at the Cen-

tenary church.”

They did nvot forget. Oune year later
Barton called for Miss Davis, and took
her to the service. Talking in whis-
pers, they listened uot at all. Before
the exhorter had reached “fourthly and
lastly” he had whispered a proposal,
she an acceptance. One year later,
only the other day, they avere wed in
the sawe old church, a birthday pres-

- ent each to each.

MAPS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

sress to Make Provision for
Thelr Distribution.

“ “I‘tepresentaﬁve Davis, of TFlorida,

wants to supply a map of the United

States, known as the “land office map,”
tonearly all the public schools through-
out the country. lle introduced a bill
the other day authorizing the print-
ing of enough of theee maps to supply

100 for every congressional district in

the United States. They are to be dis-

“ tributed by the representative of each
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district! This map, which was printed
two or three years ago. is considered to
be one of the best which has ever been
gotten up by the government. It is
not only first-class in every respect,
but it shows the territory comprising
the original 13 states, the province of
Louisiana, ceded by France in 1803; the

+ . Gadsden purchase, the territory ceded"

by Mexico in 1848, and the annexation

of Texas in 1845. There has been such
a demand for this map the supply has
become exhausted, and those who have

been successful in securing one prize
it highly.

WON'T ADOPT NEW RIFLES.

" Germam Experts Thiak That Small

Bores Have Been a
Failure.

‘Gen. von Gossler, minister ot War, re-

"5plylng in the reichstag to questions of

the committee on wilitary estimates,

- denied the report that Germany intend-

ed to adopt a new small-bore rifle. The
experiment with such arms, he said,
bhad rot been ratisfactory enough to
warrant a change. Experience with
small-bore rifies in the Spanish-Ameri-
can war had proved unfavorable. The

-+ .wounds inflicted by theny were light,

and had mostly healed in » month. He
turther said that no change was con-
templated in the style of bullet used.
Germany certainly would pot adopt a
bullet like the dum-dum. The adoption
of such a bullet would be an ethical
rather than a military question. It
would be a matter for'the conference
salled by the czar to diseuss.

i Combinatiom Weapén.': s -
A ¥Mexican bas made a combigatich

~sword and revolver, with the eylinder

ind trigger in the hilt of the sword,

and the revolver barrel pointing down
the sword’s blade. )

Makiax Lisguists of Polteeménss:
The policemen of the City of Meg-

%00 are being taught English.
Are Deing taught | .
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the experiment is a flat failure.

Nervous women fall writhing

csentative Wants Con-

for a spear,

HERDING ON BICYCLES.

O5whoys Put Upon thd Unlveisal | Because Mrs. Marion W. Hatton threw

Bike on & Wesatern Ranch.

&
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fzrydﬂhm of R. B. Mosily'Ts Atmuse

ing If Not Entirely Sucoessful

Think of It.

onR. B. M&e%ﬁz ranéﬁ,

“The cowboys

north of the north fork of the Chey-
enne river, are speeding after their
master's herds en bikes. The cow
‘ponies are eating their heads off in his
barnyard and will not again be called
.into service until deep snows render
the use of the wheels impossible.

Catllemen have always considered

Mosely a crank and dreamer of dreams,
but they conceded that he had qutdone
himself when he resolved to furnish a
part of his herdsmen with bicycles in-
stead of tough broncos so characteris.
tic of the “cow country.” Mosely, to
do him justice, never said the experi-
ment would prove a success.
' simply wanted to see it tried. Wheels,
he confessed, could hardly be.used in
winter nor in cutting time, branding,
roping and turning stampedes.

He read some time ago of their intro-

duction into the army, remarked omn
the testimony of the experts, who said
they could go anywhere that a horse
could and promptly declared they would
do for work on the ranges if such state-
ments were true. :

His men say they have actually done

1y agrees with them—that {n the long

run horseflesh discounts them. Still,
"the margin between the usefulness ot
the bike and that of the bronco is not
a wide one. The former certainly cov-
ers more ground in a day than the lat-
ter.

It is never viclous, never fright-
ened and mnever strays from the spot

where the rider leaves it, no matter how
long may be his absence. :

One man who attempted to rope a
steer with the end of his lariat tied to
his handlebar and was incontinently
yanked into an adjoining county says
An-
other tried to turn a stampeded herd
and et with poor success.” A pony
would have stood its ground while the

rider got the frightened animals under

control. When the wheelman saw the
maddened herd bearing down on him,

however, and realized that he would be

directly under their hoofs if he tarried,
he turned ta{l without loss of time and

scorched for safety. To the credtit of
his wheel be it said that he quickly

distanced the cattle and escaped harm.

The wheels will probably be aban-
doned after this season—perhaps sooner
—as their use has been somewhat ex-

pensive, but Mosely says he has had

the full worth of his money in watch-
ing the cattle punchers master their
‘machines and in listening to their com-
ments as they discussed the merits of
the experiment in which they were en-

gaged. o
SEARCH FOR THE SOUTH POLE.

"Belgian Ezxpedition Started from

Antwerp July 25,

The Belgica, a steam whaling vessel,
on July 25 sailed from Antwerp witha
sclentific party on board to explore the
untarctic circle and endeavor to locate
The expedition ex-
pects to reach Graham Land about the
middle of October, the beginning of the

the south pole.

fine austral season.

The greatest latitude which has ever
been reached in the antarctic zote is
78 degrees, reached by Sir James Ross.
If the north pole is hard to reach, the
difficulties surrounding the discovery
innumerable.
Phenomena occur there which no hu-
man being has yet been able to nccount
for, and continents and mountains ap-
pear and disappear in & twinkling;
fogs and sunshine alternate in start-

of the south pole are

ling rapidity.

* 8ir James Ross surveyed the ant-
arctic continent for hundreds of miles,
;but unfortunately never found an open-
ing where he could land. This much is
‘known of the south pole: Nobody has
got nearer than 720 miles of it; moun-
tains exist, sbme of which are active] .
volcanoes; no human being lives far-
ther than 56 degrees and no quadruped
beyond 66 degrees. It isa land of mys-

tery and wonder.

CAPTURE A BIG SHEEPSHEXD.

New York Fishermen Have an Hx-

citing Time Off Coney Island.

. There was great excitement in the
péighborhood of the old iron pier at
Coney Island, N. Y., the other day when
Commodore Harry BSturdevant eemt
word to Lundy's hgtel, near the pier,
that @ school of mammoth fish had just
been sighted oft the steamboat land-
ing. Among those who heard the news
were Capt. Landy and Capt. Andy Shee
han, and a party wes at once organized
to capture the mysterious monsters of
After a hasty search several
big hooks and flah spears were brought
to light, and a party of a dozen gallant
‘fishermen started for the pler head.
It was not long before a big head came
to the surface and Cept. Lundy called
With a swift stroke he
‘drove the three-pronged weapon at the
big fish, which darted for fathoms be-
low with a swiftness which pulled
Lundy from his perch and into the
water.  He climbed aboard again, and
-aided in the struggle which followed to
land the monster. It was a mammoth

the sea.

sheepshead, weighing 8114, pounds and
measured 6 feet 415 inches in length. 7

Couldn’t Tecll Why.

“Bteptather is counted for twe ‘Words
and grandmother as one by the British

postal telegraph authorities. Whexs
#sked why, in parliament, the post-

‘aster-general was unable to reply.

Wine Treadiag in Portugal. -

4. In Portugal the wine treading ia
.8one by a gang of men dancing to the

music of a bagpipe. Thework is hard,
the weather warm and the results are
indescribable.

! dore Hatton wanta an abt
. says the Syracuse (N. Y.} Herald. The

He !
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ANGRY FOR THIRTY YEARS.

Becanse His Wite Sewed the Wresg
Bution om His Vest.

a stool at him and sewed a pants button
on his vest nearly 30 y ago, Theo-
lute divorce,

action is brought in the state of lllixiois,

;. | and evidence is belng taken in this city,
both for the plaintiff and the defendant.

The parties are well advanced down the
toboggan of time, the defendant being
upward 6f 50 years old and the plaintift
at least as aged.

i. There are some iuteresting things

about the case. Until about 1872 the
Hattons lived near Amboy, supposedly
happy, as all married people are to be
considered until they reach the courts.
One day the plaintiff, after a quarrel
with his wife, which neither claim was
regarded more than a trivial matter, left
his home and went west. He was heard
: from at various times, but no contribu-

. tions to the support of his wife and

_child were received. —
| A short time ago Mra. Hatton heard
; that her husband had brought suit for
" divorce, and that judgment was about
; to be entered by default. The matter
. looked irregular, as Mre. Hatton had
never, she gays, received a service of the
'papers or an intimation of the litiga-
tion until informed by an acquaintance.
;An answer was put in denying the
. charges made and alleging the facts an
Mrs. Hatton and the people about Am-
boy remember them. |I{ is said that
Hatton, since Hving in Chicago, his

better work in some cases than with ; Present reaidence, has sccupulated
horses. They are of opinion—and Mose-

some property.

LINCOLN'S MOTHER'S GRAVE.

A Lemely Tomb on a Wooded Hill in
. Indiana.

The recent communication between
President McKinley and Gov, Mount
in whieh the former called the attention
of .the latter to' the neglected grave of
Nancy Hauks, mother of Abraham Lin-
coln, has attracted attention from all
over the country to the grave. It is
located on a hill of graQual as¢ent and
is right in the middle of the woods,
about a mile from Lincoln City, a little
station on the Air Line road in Spencer
county, Ind. It is inclosed by an iron
fence, which separates it from a num-
ber of other graves around it, and has
a neat headstone which gives the name,
age, etc, of the oocupant. Am inscrip-
tion also says: “Erected by & Friend
of Her Martyred Son, 1879." I{ is com-
paratively isolated, and any improve-
ment made in its surroundings would
not prove of any great value.

In order to fittingly honor the dead
the people of that vicinity suggest that
the remains be taken up by the state
and reinterred at Indianapolisy, or that
the United States reinter them, in rome
national cemetery. A $1,000 rhaft could
be placed over it where it now standa
and ten perzonas in a year would not see
it unless they made a specizl trip there.

Girla Who Give Gold Models of Thetr
Little Fingers.

of their little fingers to their fancea?”
asked the western girl of the Gothamite,
reports the New York Sun. '~

“Heaven, no!"” answered the Gotham-
ite. “Itseemstome that thatisa rather
grewsome souvenir.” i

“Not at all,” answered the western
girl. “It is decidedly dainty, and I'm
8 little rurprised that New York is so
far behird the times. The fad started
in this way: \When the daugljter of one
of our big western politiciany was six
months qld he had a model of her little
finger cast in gold. Around the little
dimpled Qigit is a ring of turquoise,
which is her birthstone, and it makes a
lovely charm for her betrothed's watch-
chain.
other men to thinking, and the resuit
is that as soon as a girl wraps one of
these chaps around her little finger suf-

mediantely insists upon a gold facsimile
of the flesh and blood original. Itisa
pretty conceit, and is being followed
by every westerner who is in subjection
to somebody’s little finger.”

Concerning “Purtessods.” N
The misuse of the title “professor’ as
often vulgarly applied to muaicians in
general finds a laughable example in
the following story credited to Band-
master Sousa. It seems that some years
ago, before the existence of the organ-
ization which bears his name; and be-
fore *“The Washington Post,” “Liberty
Bell,” “Cotton King” and “El Capitan”
had made the American march king fa-
mous, he was leading a band in the gov-
ernment service, at some small country
festival. The advent of the q_and had
been awaited with intense inierest By
the local population, and, as a conse-
quence, the bandsmen were goon sur-
rounded by a surging crowd which
hemmed them {n so that it became well-

on playing. Sousa pointed out the fact
to a local official, adding that unless the
crowd fell back his band would hate to
stop. That personage shook his head
warmly, and turning to the assembled
multitude, bawled out: “Gentlemen,
step back and give the purfessor's pur-
fessors a chance to play!" ‘

wg A Clever Ruse. L'ﬁ‘ .
It wak an ingenious ruse thit a pris-
oner who escaped from a South Carolina
prison recently hit upon to throw blood-
hounds off his track. The convict was
tracked by the dog to a farmhouse,
where he had begged breakfast. He
stole a pepperbox, and after leaving the
house peppered his tracks. ‘The dog at-
most died from the effecta of the pepper
and had to be called off,

- New Wire Gun, - w s
. "K"Piojectile £rom the new wire giin
in & recent trial completely penetrated
an 18-inch steel-faced compound armor
plate backed by s six-inch wrought
fron plate, by eight feet of solid oak
and three inches of irou and was found

biad the target.
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“Do little girls here give gold models }

He valued it so much that it set

ficiently for a Proposal to follow, he im-

nigh an impossibility for them to keep

fmbedded in a clay bank 35 yards be-
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