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up % sy hideout with the information sollested over night
and un&bld at their headquarters during the mminc' It
was made up into s dullstin of three %o five pages of precise
information. '
One of t!w aain snd most censtant items becams the mly |
réad count covering the traffio movements of the Germans on all
the main highways in and out of Romss To collest this properly
was &n extremely complex job requiring fifty or sixty men, end )
sometinmes more, to om the roads slonse They worked in reguler

eight hour shifts at vitsl points on all the highways, jotting
down wory'dwail of every vehiole that paseed, insluding type,
contents, insignia, kind of troops, oaliber of guns, oto. olo.
It required sxtrmely close observation to note what was being
syunsported in smbulances bound for the front, to see whether
sovered trucks contained pnmi. materiel, gasoline or s~
1t was a gruelling Job, dons in all kinds of weather and
under constant risk, especially at night whea it was difficuld
to venturs out after the curfew. |
From the werious men ou the highways « series of eongbantly
changing messengors oollected the informadion at different meste
ing places. The information wes Jotted down on soraps of papere
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These bits of paper were them brought So a xons headquarters,
which was also constantly being changed. |

?ram the zone headquaters the colleoted soraps of paper,
together with all the other collested information, both of a
military and polition] nature, were brought to a oentral head-
quarters-ewhich also changed at frequent intervals,

At the main headquarters Prango, or one of his mem, umknown
%0 the others exvept by a pseudonym, would pass two or thres times
a day wnd piok up the total sollseticn of assorted information~
which regularly filled a good sized brisf oaze, Fram there Lt was
talen 10 & fizal and smaller headquarters of Pranoe, uminown to
mmmmdm mdthoﬁuw%uoﬁn-bnwmakhm
with them, |

Por seversl hours in the morning the information wes sifted,
' oheaked, controlled, boiled down, and Mually written up inte the
short sunppy items which formed the daily bulletins that were
brought to me.

Aotually, Mﬂmﬂ%pmmmch&mérgﬂm
book store m@(f’ opposite the Bxwelsior Hotel of which Framoo was
nowinally in sharge. All morning long four or {ive clerks and
secretariss worked in the m office handling the regular business

 wmmwnre of ihe rmmt in the bask offtces s complex espionage

miuum was in m Most of the errand boys and worlmen,
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and semstimes quite s few of the sustomers wers sotually meme.

- bors of the military underground assigned to guard the places

or to act as esvorts for the oourierse They often carried
strange paresis mwm handgrenades, revolvers, smd sowmes.
times sudemnchine guns, and sametinmes their manners with the
real customers wers mtﬂmmm- polisheds But the regular
worksrs never seemed to notioce anything; und we sometimes
laughed, and sometimes felt a little gullty when we thought

~ of their surprise if one day the S5 walked in and arrosted the

whole bunch. A
Fhen the bulletins were completed they ﬁro brought domn

to wee Apart from the complex bub fairly routine Job of watohe

ing the main roads, the varicus zone headquarters handled & vast

‘snd assorted voluas of information.

It had always been ny theory that the best way to gather
intelligense in Italy was with & widespread organization of
oyes and ears all over the country.

mrm-umwmmwmummmxmw
profesaional Italisn army sples. Personally I did rot have mueh
Zr3th in the professional spiesy and oventuslly proved peetty
conslusively that for ressons of their omn, they often imvented
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recesses of their boudoirs, their convents or the back corridors
of the Vatiocan,

‘,u it was, there were socialist eyes and eurs in prystioally
M office, ou every street corner, in the furmg and villages
betweens Home and the beashhsad, mm-m.mwu that Jogged

| along the onuntry rosds) mxxgt‘hc laborers who bullt the military
tnsballations for Uhe Dermans} amng $hs fisherfolk and sailorse.
everyshare in fast that hmman beings lived and worked, and wheve
the Gsramns had to pass.

At sone headquarters the farmers who WYrought thelr wmres
to the blask market in the elty would desoribe in detail Germen
ooncentrations in their MM% IS.MO!&. g omplacemants,
gasoline dumps, the progress on the local fortiffeationsy mad, whem
fuced with 1i%tle skeSohes of insignia, would shake or nod their

fctue matn hospitals where the wounded fram allied bombing
raids in the Alban hills were brought, the dootors would none
cholantly gather detalls from their patients about who was hit
and where, and what the targets were around thems And when the
internes went to help the civilian wounded in the 1ittle towns
\ shmbinesbled around the $1An hi1ls thoy brought back detailed
acoounts of German installations within spitting distanes of the
- beschhend, ‘
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g%bg" cbildren, fur Back from the fromt, playisg in the fislds
5o ﬁmiwwmxmwmmmu»nw

<& parents, and their pareats in tura would tell thelr nelghbors,

'mwuwwmwammw
the markets Onoe mw'm questioned about what Shey imew,
they gathered {nformation more ourefully and presisely on m'
following trip. |

Thus dosens of carefully owwuflaged wmsmition dumps, Sas

dumps, 0 snplacenents, sank concentrations, and other milltary

{nstallations would be radioed to 058
ma.pudorwm thmmmrme:m

and VI Corps headquarters

sir corpse
hen the Allies wished o kmow the effects of their bombing,

the mialirk MImrw: would tring us M d.d.ly an official

nwd%!hﬂmimmﬁmwnunmww
mpedm.uénmmwmuumwumm

mmmatmmwmtmnmm

the oity of Romes They sraveled in Shem, or watehed thes, a8

thelr daily dutye

Over a period of six weeks we collect ted and Q\é:ﬁttted over

a hundred descriptions of german regmen’o“l 2l insignia.
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But that was not alle 'ranve infiltrated his mem inte
overy possidble source for information. One of our best sources,
& trained {ntelligence officer who spoke fluent Germen, acted
a8 liaison botween the fasoist sommand of the Open City of Rome
and later Kesselring's hesdquarters. Thus with a little ine
Mw.m‘mxmmaﬂm he was adle to get aooess
%o the Germsn operational maps from which we obtained the some
plete German Duttle order at the beachhesdy ds it developed; the
disposition of their real and phoney tanks and guns, their ine
tended foint attacks, and the direstion of the main attacks whose
object was to split the beachkhesd and foroe it to wyaouate.

Our only worry sbout such information was that the Allied
Ow8 might not believe we really hmd it. Access to very valuable
{information was gained through two German ne«ialht‘ offioers in
_hesdquarters, but we did not dare intimate the smmc.' lest 1%
dry up. |

W also had men worlking im the large hotels in Roms who,
through their constant contact with the Germuns, could reflect
their general morale, vhich served as a ulml barometer for the
progress of operstions en the beachhead.

And we had & man well up in the state gensorship offices so
Ahat 118tle passed Shrough the mails we did nob know aboubs
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One of our men worked in the Faseist Republican countere
Wawm&nﬁWMumsmgMMwwﬁw

 together wmhelpful, IthrMXmewm

double agunts, of which there weve hundreds, always trying %o
pass themselves off as partisans, md/‘;:dn our confidense by
passing on tidbits of information.

with northern Italy and some of the central Itallan Fartisem
groups we had regular couriers. On one ccoasion, Pranoco and the
agont (who soted as liaison to the Germans ), both of whom spoke
fluent Garman, took & trip practically to the Frensh frontier

Whﬂm snd troop movements.

In Yorthern Italy they prepared to tie in all thetr losal
party organisations for the time when and if the Gernens gradually
withirew. Unfortunately, OS8 h esdquarters would not let me make
use of them, though I assured them the same servioce fyom Turim,
N{lsn and Bologaa that they were them receiving frem Rome.

within the city of Home thers was naturally very little of
a political nature that was not known %o uss Both France and n-.
pesially an agent known as Giuliano assisted at the meetings of
top oouncil of the Committee of National Liberationm, and one of
Pranco's main jobs was to constantly visit the regional hM—
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In the warious ministries, and im the local jails we had
our mens AL Regina Coeld one of mm& a dootoy woﬂctd
directly for use It was hurd for anyone to be omght withou‘o
our knowing about 1% within & matter of hourss Ouo of rymo':

olose friends was an §8 NCO st Via Tassos
goon. after I arrived I also established contast, and seb

up & 5Y
Hnisters in the Vatican.
Together with the daily bulletins dawuinw intelligenoe

ysten of sommmisation with the Jmerican and British

 reseived detailed Dullekins of afl that was of inter-st %o the

politioal and parbisan world, {noluding reports from all over

Italy cn sabotage and attempte on German perscanel.
'F‘;-on the padre who assistod partisans axeouted by the

Germans, we were able to obbain the names of the deceasad~~

sometines when they were unimown to the German suthorities them-

' golvess
As there was sush a variety of sources we often bumped

inbo tuolam bits of information entirely by scoidenta.

Iulmmcyp}um
Mwmdm'wwmtonymnmmw

mww«mmwmmpm.\umm
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It v?s alw'ﬂ:smmmtm loarnod of the impending
Tevads kvt
rm,m,\nmzh abtaok on our ships off the bdeachhesd and

; were able %o inform them in time to smash the sttaok.

And we also got sush tips as that of the Iteliam envoy
ho was going to Spain to negotlate for the escape to Italy
of interned naval unite. |

Apdusey [R11 this information, boiled down to the bare
facts, and properly qualified, was brouzht to me daily at
about noon. It then took me about btiwo hours to cheek it all
with past information, find localitiss on our maps, and draw
up the onbles of the most urgent information for tranmmission
to the base radic. -

The completed cables, written wk;m thikn paper, were
them tightly folded and earried by special messengers, inside
their socks, or slipped threugh a ring on thedr finger where
1% eould be easily smllowed, They took the messages to & man
waiting at & prearranged rendevvous a fow blooks swaye This
mmamwm'mxmwmx lived, owrried the
NOSSALe noross town to meet another man at amother prewrranged
rendesvous who in turn took it to wherever the radio station
happened %0 be hidden. Thus the oentral nessenger lmew neither
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whers the message ogme from, mor where it went to. If they
saught the radio thers would be absclubely no way they could
Wrace the nessage bavk to usesand vise versa. '

. A souple of howrs later through the mchtml. I wuld
feesive the nessage from the bese, usumlly in the form of
queries for more or spesifis information, %o srrangs for the
W&M%m;%lmmmm
and materiel wnted, %o arrangs for spesial nessages to be
broadoast via B3C, and % lay all kinds of plans,

| Ouwr main troubls was that we had infinitely more Srafflo
than the radio oould possibly bear,

later in the afternocn the whslo provess was repested for -

& sescnd contaot with the base. Inmvariably the contusts rem

ton or fiftesn times longey than 085 procedurs allowsd for.
But there was nothing we 6o 1d do about 1%s Owing to bad

- weathey and the lask of planes we gould not mvmﬂm- sot

dropped to us, end thanks %o Conigliots and Borrentinots efforts,
couldhot get hold of any other set in the ares. |

I wanted very muwh $o set up mnother radic Just to handle
al) the Partisen sad pelitical inforuation for the banefi$ of
MO and PUB. But with one radic it was out of the question, We
couldn's even take eare of the purely military inform tlam
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dumps and gas dumps, new or emsrgenoy lunding fields for
Pighter airoralft, transmitting stations, CPs snd regie |

' mental and divisions) headquarters, all appearsd is dif- |
forent colors om the mapss And in cur little suiteass the
solored files and their sontents miltiplieds There were
sook betwosn twexty and thirty of them, mariced "German
(nsignia®, "Gun emplasemente® "askeack” "mine fields® "ges
snd emo dusips” "ecounter espionages®™ "relations with
partisan groups” "daily po!itw info", eto. | ﬁhu the

. #{1es began %o get 400 thick, baskground material would be

 pemoved and buried in the seoret hideout in the cellar.
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Ppanco came in almost svery day, and every third or
fourth night when ho was not inspecting ons of the soattersd
politioal hesdquarters, he would spend the night with me,
with him I would have long discussions about the organisation,
and we would make deoisions. I would them explain in detail
the information wanted by our side, and he would explain the
methods and difficulties of obtaining it from his ends |

Though he and his men did all the work,they desperately
nesded somecns to work for who knew what was wanted and what
S0 do with it whem he got its FHe and his men alsc needed the
teclnieal training and knowledge of commmications and 088
oquipment that we had to work with.
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52 Pub my main job, 1 supposs, was moting as & duffer, to

gE: . .
£ o try bo soften their disappointment im Allied promisss that
22 never materialized, S0ty %o keep their morale high emough

%o keep at the job which every day becams tougher, with guys
being tortured, or shot, or ﬁlm to pieces for collesting
{nformation for peopls who never seened to keep their promises
in return,

It was never a matter of money, All tut the !‘nw
ne reseived one dollay a day f"w their trouble. The top
nem, about five or six of them, received two dollars s days
And on this they all had to live and support their fumilies,
for it was a full days job. |

It was ot an easy job %o explain wway the difficulties
088 had %0 overcome snd why they ocould mot drop the equipews
mwmmmumenpzm.Mamm
sativities they were so ready to give their lives to earr;' oub,

It did not make sense to them that we should send soross
the lines such men as Coniglio mid Sorrentino who pased theme
selves off as General Clark's personal representatives, or
representatives of the Fifth Apmy, and who were pablestiypiiand
oclearly aut to serve no other interests than their own. |

It was hard $o cope with' their growing realisaticns that
the allies didn't give u.dm about the partisans, would use
thuseloaguthoymdmirwn.butmmomn
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trest them mo better, and sometines a good deal worse than
thelr fasoist brethern. -

But, luskily, they were mostly mem who did what they 4id
out of somé desp-Celt comviction, |

To the wen around ne, 1% sufficed to talk fraskly and
aiwmlyu Eutl notised they lwd a somowhat harder time
talking to all the little men that really did the work, Almost
daily they would bring me pathetic appeals from the n&ﬂ in.
goucus Partisans whose faith in us as Americens was -ﬂu
childwlilos and umsrampled.on, _

Thy they eontinued to work for us God only knowsj but in
spits of everything they contimusd to bring in more and mors

~valuable information and stretoh their organization further and

deepor afield.
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