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BILLY’S oﬁfﬁsTMAs
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Zieph Davis dldnt agree with the
svorld at all

He found very few things whigh met

his hnqunhﬂec‘l npproval, and tha more
Jpersons he found agreed upon a rtain
‘point the mara certain was he to dis-
cover the utter weakness of their post~
tion. He was very shrewd. and looked
at the world from the heights occup!ed
by a superior and camplacent bemg It

nmused hini to ses all the women! AETEe- ?’

ing on certain lines of house’ ornamenta-
tion. It provoked him -to find all the
men united on‘theories of improvament
dress and bahaviar. He particularly re-

sented the unniversal sorrender of the-.
N

race to the spirit of Christmas.

“*It's ail hoky poky,'* said Zeph.

.As Christmas._ 'appronched his wife
wondered.-if he wounld not bresk hig
ueunl habit and make some conventional
preparation. She remambered & very

pleasant gayety in theso seasons when 3.

1d been unuhle to repeat ‘them

home and from the nctivities at the great
house of ths squir\c when he went np
there one duy to dc an errand for his
wother. |
Howas fall of questions whi¢h his
mother, conld not entirely answer and
which he could. not suspend“whon his
fnther was ut home. But dawn through
his infant conaciousness at last filtered
the conviction that he and his honsehn!d

svare ouiaide the pale embraced in thé.

yreign of Santa Olans. He had no dgabt”
thecdny held a grept and Joyfal sig-
pificanee to the equire's nhl]dren, nor
that Santn Clans onme down n ch:mney
and gavo presents to all the good lttls

- hoys nnd girls in the'world. Only, of
gonrse, hia honse was not inclnded. The
‘gentle sway of the Christ ghild:could
not nanturally embraco the little cahin at
tho edge of tho woods, Yot he had an
unformed, pathetio little regrot that it
wad Ho. )

- Zoph.was in town Christmns eve and
ataid u little Iator than wusual, though
thut did not tronblo his wifo mneh. He
syas not intho habit of coming
i1} he got rondy, naot lenving till moved
by the pume considaration. Only hb was
gure to coma some tlme, and always
_pober. Ho wna ynite ‘saperior'tp the
nodrly niiveranl habit| of pequoiring =a

dunl peraonnlity by imlnbing gtima-.

‘ lnnta It wan uitogofher ‘an unmi.xed
“folly to him.” - o
{'Town'g protfy livaly, Ireckon ) e snid

hiu ‘wife a8 Zoph camaeip and: pmpnred'

Lor suppor. Ho did nob‘ remove anlover-
cont. Hp wore nona,. - uHe looked |npon
ghat custom ns quita ns unnecesagry ns
popninr notious usnally werg.
YA’ '|Hunrled -Zeph, grinning in
derision_of what he 'had scen. © {*Stores

: the winders]' ;
. H#Whut thmgs in the windﬁ;,g, pnp?"

7 -pnd bright, J

CNOUWhat

“Zeph- ghinced
1n glowly: P

home -

"allligistod up, nnd pnndy and things in.- ‘

B lnquirod tho poy, his! bluo oyes Inrgu:. ‘

T
|

-hoping ke conld carry the dream unbro-
ken.” How thay danoed before him, those
excellent animals! How gmvely the
birds nddremed thim; and how reason-
able it séemed that’ tm soldiers should
haoome live dogs and bark aloud, and
how swift it all-vaa, fur this wis mom-
-ing, and Dnsh the hound, ‘was challang-

7ing soma noives he heard in the woods
across the road. .

. This was just ‘the snme ns any other
‘morning to Zeph. Hs got up lagily and
dressed in a-flood of sunshine, shivering
a little and ‘complaining that his wxfo
ad no better fire. Ha locked ont on' the
deap mow and knew the hunting wounld
be excellent. - ,

! Just after-breakfast a sleighload of
peoplo passed, their bells jingling. with
‘tempting, me!ody, and jingling still till
‘the. harses © stopped in front of the
squim s farmhouse, when they gave way
[to shountings of cheer and anewering
shouts of -welooma.

} “Must be- Miller's folks, from Burr
Ounks,’’ snid Zeph'’s wife, ne she closed
the door and wandered if her other dress
wns not better than this éne.

The boy stood there at the window,

with his chin on-the &ill, and tried to
rognin his dream estate] trom which the
daylight had e;ected bim. Presently he
sxw the squire's children’ coming down
the road with a basket, and he went ont
and stood on the stepa in the sunshine,
The squire’s children were taking n tur-
key to'old "Mrs. Btevens, down by the
lnke. They stapped at the gnte, and he
want down ~to look at thelr presents’
They ench had a pair of skates end were
going to try them on the Iake if the ice
was good. But no ice econld add to the
_present pleasure of ownership, They
‘had new shoes and a silk handkerchief,

with n letter in tho corner of it,’and a
number af candy horses, and ono of tho
girls hadwa gold finger ring. They had
hung thelr stockings on a line behind
the stove, and everything was filled in
the morning.

Little Billy added another view to
his Christmas lore. It was a time for
muRing pouple bappy. He remembered
a party of children thatcawo down haro
in a light wagon when hazelunts wero
ripe and stopped for o drink of  water
from the spring, and he fonnd himself
wondoering what the day had brought to
those children.

Of course it never occurred to him to
tnko a personnl view of tho matter. He
nover imagined himself included in
that wondrons ambrace, *'For of such is
the idngaum of heayen.”

. His nose wis red, and his hands wero
thmsb deep in his pockets when hg re-
turned to the' house. But he eat on the
chest 'thera “by the fireplace and won-
dered gilently. -

J Zeph was greasing his boots and re-
grettmg that he didn’t have oil instead
of tallow. | Ho rather resented the fact
that the hpuso ‘was tidier thod usual,

tdmﬁ B . plnte of apples wns upon t.hu
table, and that his-wife was rolling ple
urust and qutting oonkies—her hair done
up a.a ahe nsed to wenar it when he went

"tn r aa. possible.

ad nskevd_ -him to go hnnt—

- And ho hurried into hia Iittle' oot,i

‘nij_anoo came ' the bm'k 01"_
ot Zeph mﬂ ronnod."- :

: 'at tham us i’ x}traid that they - wonld

Ty
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‘heavy gates of dreams,

Zaph saw the Mmppy face and kmew
that somewhere his boy wns wandering
among dolights more rare than any his

hand bad given. And the spirit of con-

tention, of nvo.lry, ot a rnoe, awaked
within him.’

“Huh "’ he said, and wondamd why
the smoke shonld bnrn his eyes to weep-
ing. Then he turned to the door and
stole out In the moon gemmed nighf; ,

Down the road he want with a sweep-
ing step, full of vi and with
haste, t111 the miloes behind him an
he'fronted the lights of the town. It was
early evening, in spite af the hours of
darkness, and Christmas joy was fall
Ho turned nelther to the right nar the
laft, paid no attentlon to the gaudy doars
of the maloons, where loud young men
were boasting, or betting, or trying to
quarrel. Ho kept right an till he reach-
od the chop of the tinker, down by the
bridge, and there he stawmped the mow
from his heavy boots. -

The tinker had mnot expected s ous-
tomer, and he had been looking at the |-
toys left over from the eales of the sea-
gon. ‘He had done very well, bnt he
wished now he had not bonghs so many.
The band on bis latch lifted his shopes
a little, and his eager face wns n atrange
contrast with the puzzled countenance
of Zeph, now for the first time in, his
life yielding to the weakness of scanning
Christming presente.

“*How much for this?’’ inquired the
countryman, touching o camel with his
great forefinger. And the tinker was so
willing to sell that he quoted a ﬂgure
far below his mling prices.

"Ya-ns, and this,’" continned Zeph
It wns a candy castle, with powdered
gilt and frosted stlver on the sides.

Thera was gunits a store of painted
woods and roffled tine and molded candy
there at the end of the ocounuter by the
time Zeph reached the limit of his pursa
Ho felt the same stirrings he had known
while husking corn, when some boaster
tried to beat him in the race. Ho bought
withont reflection, with no thoaght but
that of giving B:I.ly & better Christmas
than other children had

And then he trnmped back homa
There was no horry in his walking now.
Ho simply strode the miles, uneunscious
of hia splendid muscles, sssured of
reaching home in time and giving little
care to what the thing might mean.

Ove houso was lighted brilliantly,
and throngh nncurtained windowg ho
saw a Chrlstmns tree. The presents had
been stripped nway, bnt tapors burned
there, and striugs of wool and tiny fiags.

“Santa Claus brooght them thérs
things on his way oat," said Zeph to
himself. ‘*He'll git to Billy on his trip
back biome.'' And then he tried to eneer
at the wholo affair.

agninst hia drowsiness and turned to
wait till Billy'as eyes should open. Ik
seemed a slow,. laug time. But aficr
awhile the large, blue eyes unveiled,
the sense of presont things came back to
him, nnd then they “rested an theose
glories at his pillow. He did not maove,

| but studied them a moment with a look

5o strange that Zeph saw things his

‘wisdom had not droamod. Then Billy’s
| eyes weére closed “again, and soon the
*larger broathing told that ho was desp

in dréamland paths, with richer trens-
befare,
agaln.

T dreamt’ “of ‘them, !" he said nnd
wondered why his mot.her smiled. It

and'all through tho day. his boyish play
-would be suspended, and he would:look

A¥ the first barb of light Zeph fought’

ures on eaoch hn.ud -than there had boan-

n8-lonig before he daréd to touch’them,-

| silonod ‘of ‘the starry night to tell us

T THE MISTLETOE BOUGH.

Orl:ln of the Christmas Tres and Devcora-
tion With Evergreens,

Among the votaries of the early Draids
there wns a superstition that the houses
should be deoorated with evergreens in
December in order that the sylvan spir-
its might enter them and thus be kept
free trom_ the blast of the oold north

R

windand froat until n milder season
renewed /fhe foliage of thelr usual
haunts,

The . lstag tree s really f.rom

Egypt, whire the palm tree pots farth a
branch every manth, and whera a Epray
of this tree, with 12 shoots on it, svas
used in Egyps at the time of the vinter
eolstice ns & symhbol of the year com-
plsted.

Who does not kmow the poam Legln-
ning:

The mistletoa hung In the castle Hall;

The holly branch shone on the old vak wall?

Years ago over every man's doar in
England hung a spirig of mistletoe at
this geason.” There still hovers a mystio
charm nlﬁut the mistletce, and many
a girl now, with a thrill of expectancy,
places a branch of it under the chande-
ler or .over the door, According to g,
former belief, when a girl is canght und
kissed under lhe mistletoe a berry must
be picksd off with each kiss, and when
the bérries -have all bean plucked the
privilege consed,

Among the anclent Britons the mis-
tletoe that grows on the qak trie was
the kind held In favar. Becsuseof it:
henthen origin it is ot usad o}mn in
ohurch Aecoratians, a fact which is re-
ferred to by Washington Irving'in Lis
**Bracebridge Hull,'' where he has the
learned parson reboke the unlearned
clerk for this very thing.

In Germnuy and Scasdinavia the hollx
ar holy tres.is called Christ's thom, be-
canso it puts forth {ts barries at Christ-
mas time, and thereftre is especinlly
fitted for church decorations. With irs
glossy, dark leaves nnd bright, red ber-
rles, it is an abttractive decoration fur
the bhonsao

The Juws used to decarate at their
feast of tnabernncles with evergreens nud
flowers,

The lunre]l was nsed nt the aarlivst
times of the Romans nsan decuration for
all joyful occasions and is signjfieant of
peace and victory.

In some places it is customary to

throw branches of lnarel an the Christ-
mas fire and watch for omens while the
loaves curl and crackle in the heat and
flarne,
* The evdrgreen irco is a symbol used
as the revival of nature, which, nstro-
uUmicully, gignifios the return of the
sun. Hung with lights and offerings,
the trea has for centnries bean ouwo of
the principnal characteristies of Christ-
mastide.—New York Meroury.

THE UNIVERSAL HOLIDAY.

Christmaa Bells Ring Joyful Tidings to Atl
a M.

Thore is no holiday in all the long
calondar of the months that is so uni-
vorsally * and” 50’ ent.humntically colo-
brated as Christmas. All men every-
where take henrt of - grace ‘avd smilo a
chegrier amilo ag the musio of the
Christmas- bolls falls ‘upon thelr ears.
Whoaver will logk | back to his young
days cannot’ hélp remembaring what a
-strange, mystls "timeé ‘Christinag: was.

“}‘There waa somdthing almost awe insplr-
He roused nt length and saw tho tn; sa

{iig it the mualo of the Ohristmas carols

| sung at midnight'in‘the opén, Trosty afr.

"Afid these Christma ‘' waits* who fong,
‘who were: thay? Unseen -and nnknowur
wo - Almdet - deamed - them- beings- of A
fairer world sent down to'make (.,hrisq-
‘mns dalightful. If we had“known in
those daya that thess men who tirake tho

what

lherald1 angela*’ sang wers
mortala {vento’ tha ama )

of tobacoo

ourso, that -there ig no mnl;
: but, oh. how WO, wish there

Dﬂ!rua Ana 1 n‘a:nua ur‘pearum Eyinpois
of prn.rfty and assodinted with the rites
of marringe. “From this the trangition
was but” slight to the ldas beneath the
oabaHstio bough~ This traditional sa-
- msLthe"genesiﬂ of "which ig un-
ag endured through the nges,
and todny for man and maid to meet be-
neath the mistletoe gives the right to a
sacred kiss, —New York Herald.

CHRISTMAS EVE IN SWEDEN.

A Funny Verse With Each GIft—The Gin-
gerbread Yule Buok.

Ohristmas presents in Swhden ere al-
ways distributed on ,Christmus eve, the
fest{val beginning w,it:h 8 8 p'clock ten,
with cakes, says Anna Cronlijelm Wall-
berg. The lighted Christmag tree is the
next attraotion. Some one physa merry
pollm, and young and old fo u ring,
dincing around the tree. 1On o table,
lighted with numerons candles, are ap-
ples, nuts, raisins, aranges, oakes, can-
dies, ete., in abundance, and, lording
the who]e stands a huge Yule buck of
gmgarbre;\d and Adams and Eves arm
in arm. These dolicacies having receiv-
ed proper attention and the lights in
the Christmas tres having been extin-
guished, all gather around the biggest
table In the honse, where the head of
the family presides with u basketful of
Chrisrman presents, This is the suprems
moment for which yonng hearts have
been longing for manths, the wall sealed
presents having gradually been accumo-
lated in mother's closet, where no curi-
ous eyes were allowed to penetrate,

1t is customary to write some funny
verse on every parcel, which is now read
aloud, The opening of the presents is
watched by all with the grovatest inter-
est, as paﬁm- after paper is tarn off in
feverish hurry to fiud omt what the
parcel may contain.

Bat the basket is not bottomless, nnd
the expltement has an end. Santn Clans,
who plays such an- important part in
America and England, is nut knows to
the Swedish children. However, soma
ona dyeoe.i.u up as tho Ol Christius
man"’ foil the nmmmmeut of the chil-
dren. —Selected.

DISTRIBUTING GIFTS.

The Splder Party WIiIl Furnish AMach

. Amusement For Christmnas.

A "spider party’’ 18 a povel method
of giving prosents nt Christmas to chil-
dran and may be thus arranged: The
guests, on arrival, uro greeted by an
snormons spider in the center of n buge
wob spun across the entire room, and
froth all pogsible nails ‘and projections
should be a maze of white oottan
threads, eagh attached at one engd to n
large, hr:gh’cly colared ppider, ot tho
end of which must bo hung & littls
wooden' winder. Each guest, in turn,
choosea’ onlo of "the spiders, and, 'wind-
ing up. the thread, following all “its in-
tricdcies, ‘reaches at last o gpaoial Inseot,
inside af which hag boeu pln.cod tho
small presant. 2" 'Y

Graat amusement g produeed by those

ted finds, which may bd®arled
a ing to the wishes of tho lmstesui
from honbebd and knlckkmncks or gmall
toys to little prtioles of jowolry, nook-
tics,. et Ot _course, if wished, the
name of each g ot may bo written en
the littlo witii ots, E0 ns to' ihgiire tho
nght glft golng to a right ch(ld or
grown I, ano can ‘moke
tho "’uolo&*o‘d sph‘{m ‘nt’ homo,
prooure theni from any largo: toyshop,
and when sending “out *har’ invitations
they ghonld be so worded as to invito
hor/ frieuds to a ‘‘spide™ at home’
pm-t.y, which will oause much wonder
and intereat to bo takean in the approach.
ing party by hen ﬁnt«mdod little!jmtora.

rd prevails thostrangoe be-
orses and chttlo speak in hu-
age on the night prodeding
ay. I 18 nain to lisbéu to
he antm , o in nny way to
ot to bellave'ﬁ.hnt

[ ave of Qhristimas the bird of da
| ringeth a1l nigh!; b{

: ‘pbaruwrotu. i R {

: ;'I‘ha
: Audt«ht\n.‘ﬂ\oy
"l‘lm nighte .

THOUGH MANY PEOPLE SPEAK OF
HIM AS A MYTH.

88 the Guardlan of Youth—Legend of the'

Good Things In Lucky Bags.

Bt: Nicholas' day thousands of peopls
talk of Banta Clans ns myth. St .‘Nicho—
les wos a very real personage.  He wag
archbiehcp of Myra in 342, and the
name under which he enjoys an annuoal
popularity in this country is the Ger-,
man form that came with the Germtm
custom of the Christmus tree and a}l
the rest of it

St. Nicholss is a gréat saint with all
the Teutanic and Seandinsviay peoples.
It was his prerogative, snys the New
York Recorder, to manifest his piety
when at his mother's breast, for evan.
then he is said to have fasted Wednas-
daysand Fridass As s matter of conrse
he 0on became famons in working mir-
acles, and here agnin he appeared to seek
fuvor with she yonng people

An innkeeper having killed two young
gentlemen and put them in the pickle
tub, intending to sull them as piekled
pork, the suint, whe, in a vision, had

put a stop to the bosiness, and there-
upon he transformed himself from Lycia
to Athens and stoed befare the astonish-
ed innkeeper nnd said, ‘* What hast thon
done?"’

The man trembled, confessed and im-
pPlored furgiveness. Having patted the
man on Lhe back and paid, '*Don’t do it
any more,’” the bholy man turned to the
pickle tub, when the iwirariun sides,
legs and hunds of pork began to stir,
and in guick sticks there came forth not
two buys merely, bat three, as may be
proved by mference to the bdh.sbu.ry
missal of 156347 wherein there is a pic-
turs of the event, and one of its pecul-
larities is thut, as the three boys rise
complete out of the pickle, the barbar-
oos bateher is still busy in enrting ane
of thom un

St Nicholas established yet another
cluim to be regarded as -
Fyouth, for he was partinl to boxing and
employed his skill in the “*manly are'
upon the hends of bishops

The guardiaaship of the young by
Sauta Clans was of ald recognized in
England by the custom of choir boys in
cathedrals choosing a boy bishop on the
day of St Nicholus, Dec. 8. This was
n very import:m.t. ovent, as may bo sean
by Hane's **Every Day Book, "' I, 1559,
where there is an eﬁigv of a boy bishop
from Salisbury cathedral The custam
was in fall pbserv ance from early times
until 15439, wwhen it was abolished by a
proolamation of Henry VIID

According to the old north German
custom, the happy time fur the children
is the vigil &f St. Nicholns, the night of
Dew. 5. Then it is that he glides about,
putting good things into lucky bags and
spyitng out tho marits and demarlts af
boys and girls and sowetimes unspar-
ingly praising or rebuking them.

The north (German fashion mqngma,
tho snint’ to pny n vigls to the house
whore the youug are assanbled in fee
tivity an’' the! night of his vigil. He
speaks {n kindly wuords to the gm'nnile
thrang, rejroving some, euncouraging
othurs. On retiring to rest, each membor
of thg party places an gupty shoo on the

“tablo;, and the door of the room i& at

‘oncs 16akéd, and behold! when mm-ning
dawns and’ thé doors wre opaned in’ tbm
prosenca of all, the shooay nre foupd tu
ba fillad ‘with gifts for their ownaors nnd|
the tubla is povered wit.h trinkets lmd
swoetmonts. t

Wo have simply incorporatod St.
Nicholas’ day iwit Chﬁ'mtmns day mq
‘mndo the - nig}lt‘ of 94 the timg

tho saint’s wisitation,; But he is nqt
niyth 'notv any mare than ho aver Wa&;
Ho ia a vary roal as wall as n vary goodi
saint indeed, And for thifi nhildron's snke.
may his nhndo’w nover grow loas 1 o i
' v

Fet 'l'ho m“!‘ of Dnmlnls ,
-\ populnr sppemtit.i&n is" that on the.

o
nny ovil thlugl [

It was fron &hisbc af thntﬂhakm—

Bomw !\hnh oyor nnt th i
ln anr’ Bn\ uurﬁ:1
lrd of Ga lun rdngo

SANTA CLAUS IS REAL

In England Bt. Nicholas Was EBecognized:

Wicked Butcher—In Germany He Puts’

]
In spite of the fact that Dec. 6 was

sgen the deed done, deolured he would

the friend of -




