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Audit hits Freeman-Wilsoi

by former attorney general broke law
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Hope hospitalized

with pneumonia

Bob Hope has been hospi-
ralized with pneumonia but is
responding favorably to
treatment, his publicist said
Wadneedav,

The 98-year-old comedian
admitted himself to Provi- ~
dence Saint Joseph Medical
Center on Sunday after hav-
ing difficulty breathing,
according to his spokesman,
Ward Grant.

Hope was diagnosed with
s~ild pneumonia® anlis
expected to stay at the hospi-
tal-for-several days, Grant
said.

ST. PETERSBURG, FLA.
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The Associated Press

Agency says grants

INDIANAPOLIS State
auditors say Indiana's former
attorney general broke the law
when she issued more than
3700000 in grants last year

without approval from the gov-

ernor and two state agencies.
Auditors also uncovered slop-
py or nonexistent record keep-
ing and lax oversight of the
grants and other spending dur-
ing Karen Freeman-Wilson's 11-
mnnth tenure, The Indianapolis
_siar reported Wednesday.
. Gov. Frank 0O'Bannon

appointed Freeman-Wilson, a
1 ~Democrat from Lake County, to

(ie post 1 rebruary 20000 She
left office in January, after los-

Republican

Stephen
Carter.

The  State
Board of
Accounts filed

H its routine
" audit of the
attorney gen-
eral's office

Freeman-Wilson : .
this month. It

found that Freeman-Wilson
broke the law when she issued
grants from the $1.39 million
payment Indiana received for
work on the national tobacco set-
tlement.

- A $500,000 grant to the Indi--

ana Minority Health Coalition,
which Freeman-Wilson called a

advertisements, was issued signed i' on behalf of State Bud-
without approval from the gov- get Director Betty Cockrum,
ernor and représentatives of without getting her approval.
two state agencies under his Hayes said the budget
contrr! nsthe law requires. agency refused to approve the
Freeman-Wilson's office also grant after some back-and-
gave a $213,200 grant to Ball forth discussions. Hayes, whom
State University to oversee a O’Bannon recently appointed to
“Smoke-free Indiana” ad cam- run the Health Professions
paign featuring Indiana Fever Bureau, said she signed off on
players. The Fever sponsorship, the grant because “those were
featuring basketball plavers essentially our funds to use at
Stephanie McCarty and 7o our discretion.”
Wolters, began in mid-2000, six Carter suggested that the
months before a state contract anti-smoking campaign during
was ever signed.—
The deal wasn't approved until —Freeman=-wWilson by
Jan.-5,2001,-the final business- her name recogmtion.
day before Freeman-Wilson left Freeman-Wilson acknowl-
office. The coniract was com- edged mistakes were made in

University approves-
$8.6M settlement

The University of Florida
has agreed to pay $8.6 mil-
lion to end a government
investigation into Medicare
overbillings.

The settlement ends eight
.years of litigation(that ..
began With a whistle-blo
er's accusations that faculty
Juclors were J.i:;'l_'xuiin'i'i)' :
billing Medicare for care

Pagiiided by less expe

ing the November election to

paybackfor-btackAmericans
for being targeted by tobacco

pieted insuchr taste thatore of

her top aides, Lisa R. Hayes, wentto worthwhile causes.

boosting ™
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“I'm not going to criticize Mr.
Carter, and I don't think he
should criticize me,” she told
The Star in a telephone inter-
view from Arlington, Va,
where she is executive director
of the National Association of
Drug Court Professionals.

State Examiner Charles
Johnson, who heads the office
that conducted the audit, said
the violations did not rise to a
VYavp] th-r =3 resvire his
agency to ask for the pupilc
funds

to be repaid.
~ the ~Fever —season- benefited"_Cartef‘ﬁﬁe"doesn't'lhink'
hehas authority to demand

repayillcai.
“We can only do so much,”.
Carter said. “We can only clean

forward.”
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