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There is a little church that has stood for;many vears. That ig, the white
frame building has weathered many seasons. BuxA%ﬁg'story of its life within is
not so unchanging. Were the walls of this country landmark to speak, they would
reveal a varied history of change and decay, of strength and weakness, of renewed
efforts and disagppointments.

The people for whom this meeting place was built about ninty-five years ago
lived in a quiet farming community in the Ramgpo foothills of southeastern New York.
Even forty-three years earlier its congregation had origingted. Had the members of
that 1825 group had television, they could have witnessed the inauguration of John
Quiney Adams as the president of their Union of twenty-four states and could have
viewed the ceremonies merking the completion of the Frie Canal as link between East
and West.

A long time has passed since then. The history of this church's first century
and more has been studied and written.” So this part of the story begins mid-
twentieth century.

It was 1948. The little white chapel had a remnant membership of one. Once
a wesk s preaching service was being provided by visiting ministers, and local
initigtive kept a Sunday School in operation. Looking into the past offered little
encouragement for the twenty-mile distant mission board in charge of affairs to
continue efforts or to hope for the existence of a congregation again. But the
Lord Who "sitteth as King for ever" (Psalm 29:15) had "other sheep" (John 10:16)
in Mongey and stayed the doors from being shut. There were voices pleading for
another opportunity. And God used that granted opportunity as the beginning of
new spiritual 1life in this community.

Concession was made to station a Calvin Seminary student in the town for a

trial period of twelve weeks. The experiment was blessed. At the end of that

* Dick L. Van Halsema, The Church in Mongey 1825-1955




memorable summer an inscription was placed in the new pulpit Bible: "Rom. 8:28"
(ASV: "And we know that to them that love God a%ljthings work together for good,
even to them that are called according %o his,pé;pose.“)—~an eloyuent tribute to
the faithfulness of God and the faith of His peoplé.

With the work maintained by the General Committee for Home Migsions of the
Christian Reformed denomination and directly supervised by the regional Home Mission
Board and the consistory of the Englewood Christian Reformed Church, a local chapel
comnittee was chosen to carry on the migsion project under the chairmanship of the
Rev. Harold Dekker, then pastor of the Englewood Chrigtian Reformed Church and the
Person responsible, more then any other gingle individual, fof resumption of regu—
lar church 1ife at Monsey Chapel. Once more year-round attention was given to two
Lord's Day worship services; and instruction classes and societies functioned ac—
cording to a regular schedule.

Further stability was added in 1949 with provision of & resident missionary
pastor. The seminarian employed the previous summer accepted the call to returny
and in September, 1949, the little white church was the scene of the ordinatisn
into the gospel ministry of Dick L. Van Hplsemg and of his installation as Home
Missionary for the East, with duties alsc at Asbury Park—Wanamgssa, N. J.,
Philsdelphia, Pa., FairLgwn, N. J., and New York City.

Busy days followsd. In addition to the spiritual work being done, there was
also the building of the parsonage in 1950, completion the following year of its
basement Fellowship Hall for mecting and social purposes, and the dedication of g
new e¢lectronic organ in December of 1051.’ And so0 came 1952 and the reorganigzation
of & congregation in the family of Christian Reformed Churches.

How a decade later we review the past ten years. We do so by noticing the
details arranged in outline form for each year, with the highlights of each year
singled out for comment. To preserve the flavor of specific situations direct’

quotations have bean used.



This is not meant to be merely a register of events, or a list of statistics,
or a compilation of facts. But it is the story of God at work in a community and
of peoples! response in one way or another. Azfa"-so there were services, meetings,
and concerts; baptisms and professions of faith, clothing drives and work beeg—~

all opportunities for growth "in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and for ever. Amen." (II Peter 3:18)



REGULAR ACTIVITIES 1952
Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on special days: New Year's Day,
Annual Day of Prayer, Good Friday, Ascension Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 0ld Year's
Preaching: included sermons following outline of Heidelberg Catechism
Sacraments: Baptism as requested; Lord's Supper guarterly
Music: Morning organist, Thea B. Van Halsema; evening, guests from New Jersey CRC's
Ushers: (Head, Garry Englishman and W. H. Hornsby)
Weekly bulletins
. Sunday School 9:30 AM Superintendent John Kamp; Note: staff meetings, 55 PTA in July,
first Nursery class for 2-and 3-year-olds, SS picnic, Christmas program
Instruction Classes for adults, young people, children, RTRI
Societies: MC, SrF, YCC, YP (see k:iy to abbrevistions sfter 1953 outline)
Other: Meetings of Chapel Board and later Consistory; family visiting, pastoral calls,
pastoral letters to those away from home; committees, promotion of Banner, BGH, FA;
fellowship dinners, hymn sings ; congregaetional meetings (male voting)

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES 1952
Ltk DVBS 28 Jul-8 Aug; 70 enrolled
lst MCMC (Neighborhood BEvangelism Nights) 13-15 Aug; Rev. T. Van Eerden "Prophet on the Run
4th Thanksgiving Concert: Paterson III Choir and Organist Dick Van Halsema

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1952
Classis Hackensack meeting at Monsey in March
Participation of young people in Eastern Youth Bible Conference, Terrace Lake
Assistance by Seminari&n Kenneth Slager for four weeks in summer
Summer Bible Class for Adults (weekly for six wesks)
Publication of monthly neighborhood paper CHAPEL CHIMES (July-December)
Chapel renovation
Reorganization of congregation cn September 26 1952
Group attendance at Reformation Day BGH Rally in Carnegie Hall, New York City
Installation and dedication of chimes from tower (Botbyl gift)
December Korean clothing drive
Christmas candlelight carol sing

CONSISTORY 1952 (Preceded by Chapel Board before Reorganization)
Pastor: Home Missionary Dick L. Van Halsems
Declined call to Oak Park CRC, Chicago, Illinois in October
Elders: John Kamp, J. Hamilton Scott (Clerk)
Deacons: Otis M. Mapes, Richard Dykstra, Sr. (Treasurer)

FINANCES 1952
Budget adopted for year: $5,203.%0
Regular Offerings: General, Benevolence, Building Funds
Special offerings for specified causes
Note: Organ completely paid for in 1952 (Organ Fund)

PROPERTY MAINTEHAKCE 1952
Custodian: Lillian Marshall

Cemetery care

Note: Remodeling of chapel begun
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Reorganization of Congregation at Monsey, New Yo%kV‘

At its 16 September 1952 meeting Classis Hackéhsaok received a
petition froﬁ chapel members in Monsey requesting approval that they
become organized as a congregation. Excerpts from some of the records
of that year will aid in following the steps in the procedure:

27 July 1952 bulletin:

AN historic decision was made last Wednesday evening (July 23)
by those members of Mounsey Chapel who were present to
discuss organization. It was voted to petition Classis
Hackensack for permission to organize in September. The
Clerk (Mr. J. Kemp) and H. Shuart wiil circulate a petition
this week: signers will be charter members of the new con-
gregational group. May God bless each of us in this step
of progress.

Part of the letter addressed o Classis Hackensack read as follows:

IT is with deep gratibtude and thankfulness to our Lord
that we have been so blessed with increase gpiritually
and numerically. that this metter may be presented to
this classis. The history of Monsey is one of the oldest,
but in the past half century full of many discouragements.
It is, therefore, a repeating of the fulfilment of the many
promises of God that the prayers of righteous men availeth
much, and certainly so many prayers have been made that this
light at Monsey, often so very feeble, may again burn brighter
and not go oukb.

And after the meeting of Classis:

21 September 1452 bulletin:

THEIS past week has been one of historic import for members
of Monsey Chapel. At its meeting last Tuesday in Sussex,
N. Jd., Classis Hackensack authorized the organizaition of
our Chapel into a regularly-constituted congregation. For
this great bilessing we thank Almighty God! After almost
L5 years of no congregational status, Monsey has been re—
born. May our unigue past history ever remind us that
churches do die sometimes, and that in order to avoid this
a church must remain built on the Rock of the infallible
Word of God. This Church can grow only as the result of the
work and prayers of every member and supporter. Let us rest
in God's mercy for this fresh beginning, and let the Church
be the center of cur lives!
The organiwzation of a Chr. Ref. Church invelves a worship
service followed by g membership business meeting. This
event will take place this week Friday in the Chapel, 8 Pi.
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Rev. Wm. Heynen and Rev. J. Meeter, from Paterson III and
Englewood churches, and Elder M. Woudenberg from Passsaic
Prospect St. will be on hand as Committee of Classis to
conduct the organization meeting. All members will be
expected. All friends and visitors are invited, children
and adults alike. After prayer and a message by Rev. Heynen,
the election of a U—member Consistory will occur, following
rules of the Church Order. Then the newly—elected elders
and deacons will be installed into office in the presence
of the congregation. Be sure to attend with your entire
family. It will be an event long remembered.

(Note: Prior to organization agll memberships were held at Paterson III
CRC where they had been transferred from Englewood CRC in 1951.)

28 September 1952 bulletin:

LAST Friday evening, September 26, 1952, the Monsey Christian
Reformed Church became a reality. With gratitude to CGod
and deep  joy we mark this re—organization of the congregation
at Monsey, (about) 130 years after the original establishment
of this church, L4 years after its last congregational stand-
ing in the denomination, 3 years to the day after the ordina-
tion of the present Pastor. As constituted Friday, the con—
gregation congists of 14 families, 40 communicant members, or
68 souls. We thank our faithful Covenant God for re-activating
Monsey's congregation and for the help given us by former
home missionaries, ministers, consistories of Englewood and
Paterson IIT.
Thanks also %o Chapel Board members and to the women of the
Chapel, whose prgyers and work helped bring this reorganization
t0 pass. Highlight of the evening was the election of the
first Consistory. OCalled to the office of elder were John Kamp
and J. Hamilton Scott; to the office of deacon, Otis Mapes, Jr.,
and Richard Dykstra, Sr. May God bless these first officials
of our congregation. Wonderful surprise of the evening occurred
when it was announced that, in memory of their father, the late
Rev. Meindert Botbyl, John, Helen, and Agnes Botbyl were
presenting the Church with the complete Tower Chimes system
which has been so long desired. With the inspiring sermon
preached earlier in the evening, these events made Friday night
historically memorable. Praise God from Whom all blessings flow!

It was not long before the consistory proposed to the congregation the
addltlon of one elder and one deacon. At & congregational meeting on 11 December
Richard Dykstra, Sr. was chosen to serve as elder (instead of deacon) and Garry
Englishman and Herbert Shusrt were chosen deacons.

Although no listing of the 1552 charter members has been found, from all

evidences the membership roll in October seems to have been as follows:
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Gerald Berry -

Edward and Faye Campbell and baptized daughter Dayle Ann

William A. and Phoebe Conklin and baptized children Patricia Sue,
William A., Jr., Lee Daniel, Bruce Hayden

Miss Wands Conklin

Mrs. Adelbert (Cara) Dennis and baptized son John Wesley

Bert Dennis

Richard Sr. and Frances Dykstra and baptized children John, Tunis,
Richard Jr., Frances (Butscher), Sidney, Robert

Fred Dykstra

Garry and Elsie Englishman and baptized children Garry Roger.
Linda Lee, Donsld, Judith Ann

William gnd Lina Grete and bgptized children Robert L., Wilma L.

W. Howard and Agnes Hornsby

John and May Kamp and baptized children Phyllis Ann, Arthur John

John and Anne Lehmberg

George Lehmberg

Otis Marion and Jean Mgpes and baptized son Glen Otis

Lillian Marshall

Sterling and Joy Pitt and baptized daughter Kathleen Joy

Mrs. Calvin L. (Doris) Quackenbush and baptized children Adele Cara.,
Diane Susan, Douglas Calvin

Mrs. Richard (Jeanne) Rode

Mrs. John F. (Lois) Rose

Mrs. Annabelle Scott

J. Hanmilton and Alice Scott

Miss Audrey Lois Scott

Migs Marilynn Scott

Herbert and Jeannette Shuart and baptized daughter Patricia Jane

Mrs. John (Phebe) Swan

Dick L. (Rev.) and Thea Van Halsems and baptized children David Emo,
Nancy Tess

Norman Watt

Miss Minnie Young

Later in the year, on 23 November, two children were baptized: John Stephen
Rose, born 21 October to John ¥F. and Lois Rose; and Donna Jeanne Rode, born

18 July to Richard and Jeanne Rode.

Remodeling of Chapel Facilities

Some time before organization took place action was taken to do something
about the great need for additional facilities. Notice:

11 May 1952 bulletin:

IT was reported (at the Chapel Board meeting) that the denomina-—
tional Mission Board has appointed an architect to present
plans for excavation and renovation of the Chapel basement.

As you know, rest room facilities and additional Sunday School
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space are sorely needed.

13 July 1952 bulletin: N

ARCHITECT has begun sketches for Chapel basement renovation,
providing rest rooms and mesting space. Offerings from
other Churches are beginning to come in to aid with this
building project.

3 August 1952 bulletin:

ALL will be hgppy to hear that news has been received from ..
Home Mission Headquarters in Michigan that $8,000 has
been 'earmarked for Monsey Chapel reinforcement and re—
modeling'. Architects at present are working on
specifications.

15 September 1952 CHAPEL CHIMES:

MONSEY Chapel is ready to undertake s major remodeling of its
present facilities. Long without a basement and without
proper facilities, Monsey Chapel will be raised upwards two
feet; basement will be excavated; new foundations placed
under the entire building; rest rocms furnished; Sunday
School space provided; organ tone chamber built; complete
new heating system installed.

A wonderful boost to the financial side of the project was
received this week when Classis Hackensack announced its
decision to present a gift of $5,000 to the local church.
This amount accrued from a mortgage held on New York City
church property, formerly belonging to the True Reformed
Dutch Church, of which Monsey was a member before 1890.
This historical tie led delegates to Classis to consider
favorably making the $5,000 an oubtright gift to Monsey
Chapel. This, together with an $8,000 loan from denomina-—
tiongl Home Missions Bogrd, gives the impending project
immediate financisl stability.

15 November 1952 CHAPEL CHIMBES:

ON November 13, a strange activity was seen at the Church
on Main St., Monsey. House-nmovers came to start the
great new modernization project at the Monsey Chr. Ref.
Church. Jacking up the building, the movers were ready
to give the old auditorium a ride forty feet south. One
neighbor lady called to find out whether the church was
leaving the town/

During the week of November 17, excavation began. A power
shovel managed to get a large part of the new cellar dug
out, but toward the end of the week the job was slowed up
somewhat because rock was struck. This necessitated
blasting. It is expected, however, that mason work will
begin some time before the end of the month. Then the
contractor hopes t¢ have the building moved back on top

of the new foundation which will have been prepared.

15 December 1952 CHAPEL CHIMES:
WE are glad to report progress with the building program.
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As you sidewalk superintendents have noticed already.,
the Church has been moved back on top of “the new
foundation. Bulldogzer work is finished &as far as
backfilling is concerned, and now the expeérts in the

carpenter, plumbing, heating and mgson lines can
proceed inside, out of the wegther.

A lot of excitement for a congregation three months old! But youthful
vigor and renewed challenge, with the blessing of God, combined to undergird
the undertaking. There had been severagl “firstsﬁ, t00, in this memorable year:
first time since 1890, when it entered the Christian Reformed Church, that
Classis Hackensack met in Monsey; first Nursery class for two-and three-year—
olds in Sunday School; first Midsummer Conference for neighborhood evangelism;
first playing of the Botbyl-given chimes from the tower; and all the other
firsts that go with a new congregation. But the years roll on, and so does

our story.



REGULAR ACTIVITIES 1953

Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on speciagl days

Preaching: included sermons on 1553 Goals (Word Study .., Prayer, Giving, Going);
Canons of Dort; Heidelberg Catechism; Covenant of Grace

Sacraments: Baptism as requested; Lord's Supper qﬁarterly
Music: morning organist, Thea B. Van Halsena; evenxng, guests from New Jersey CRC's
Ushers: Head, W. H. Hornsby, Sterling Pitt
Nursery care during morning service (new)
Weekly bulletins

‘Sunday School $:30 AM Superintendent John Kamp Note: staff meetings; SS all year
around (including surmer); Cradle Roll; SS Seminar 19, 21, 22 January; SS PTA in
February; beginning of Adult Bible Class 24 May; SS picnic; Christmas program

Instruction Classes for adults, young people, children; RTRI (35 children in September,
grades 4-8; bus hired for transportation)

Societies: MC, SrF, YP» YCC

Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons; family visiting, pastoral calls, pastoral
letters to members away from home: committees with written reports; fellowship dinners,
hymn sings, films; weekly community mailings; promotion of Banner, BGH (4 week TV
series beginning 15 Feb), FA; congregational meetings with male voting; outdoor
bulletin board, lidrary, tracts; establishment of Chapel Book Rooni

ANWUAL ACTIVITIES 1953
5%h DVBS 13-24 Jul: 107 enrolled
2nd MCMC 5-9 Aug: Rev. Rolf Veenstra "Prayer™; pre-—conference prayer meetings; chorus
5th Thanksgiving Concert: Soprano Grace Bavesloot, Tenor Wm. Van Tuinen, Organis? Dick
Van Hglsema
OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1953
30 community homes visited by three teams in January
Korsan clothing drive
Young people at Eastern Youth Bible Conference, Terrace Lake
Spring concert by Xastern Academy Chorus
John Kamp representative at denominational Synod in June
Coming of community worker in June
Dedication of new facilities 31 July
Opening of Chapel Bock Room
Opening of Rockland County Christian School in September
Group attendance at Reformation Day BGH Raelly, Carnegie Hall, New York City
Preparation for calling own pastor
Christras candlelight carecl sing

- COUNCIL 1953
Pastor: Home Missionary Dick L. Van Halsema
Declined calls to Ozk Glen CRC, Lansing, Illinois in Magrch
Madison Avenue CRC, Paterson, New Jersey in October
Flders: Richard Iykstra. Sr., John Kamp (Vice-president), J. Hamilton Scott (Cleri)
Deacons: Garry Englichman, Otis M. Mapes, Herbert Shuart
Comptroller: James A, Quackenbush

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 1953

Baptisms:
25 Jan Clark Gergrd Van Halsema, born 14 Jan 1953
12 Apr Patricia Carol Areford 18 Oct 1949
12 4pr Nancy Marie Areford 29 Jul 1952
3 May Adrianne Ipye Campbell 17 Apr 1953
2 Aug Kgthleen Eigine Steensmg 25 Jul 1943
L Oct Judith Ann Shuart 14 Sep 1953

1 Nov James King Bangma G Oct 1953



Adult Baptisms and Professions of Faith:
4 Jan James A. Quackenbush hE
4 Jan Robert D. Rideway R
12 Apr Otis Frank and Sarah Mapes
Profegsions of Faith:
£ Apr Patriciaz S. Conklin
5 Apr Katherine M. Hunt
Re—affirmation of Faith
12 Apr Mrs. Thomas (Nellie) hrcford
Transfers from Other Churches:
Richard and Geraldine Steensma from Calvin CORC, Wyckoff, M. J.
baptized chlldren Nancy Jacqueline (18 Dec 1942), Kenneth Richard (19 ﬁeb 1947)
Kathleen Elaine (see baptisms above)
Kenneth and Geraldine Baker from Roseland I CRC, Chicago, Ill.
baptized children Janice Faye (born O Nov 1948), Nancy Jean (18 Feb 1351)
Miss Willemina Van Halsems from First Hudsonville CRC, Hudsonville, Mich.
Transfers to Other Churches:
William B, Grete family to Presbyterian Church, Media, Pa.

FPINANCES 1953
Budget adopted for year: $7,620.00 with tithing as goal (tlthlng letters to congregation)
Regular Offerings: General, Benevolence, Building Funds
One offering per month for designated causes; also donations to special causes
Calvin College and Seminary "Needs of Today" Campaign envelopes distributed and used
by members.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 1953
Custodians: Lillian Marshall and -
William A. Conklin, Jr. later in year with increased duties with new
building and opening of RCCS
Cemetery Care
Note: Completion of church remodeling

ROCKLAND COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1953
Ovened in September with 14 pupils
Teacher: Mrs. Richard (Geraldine) Steensma
part—tice teaching: Willeming Ven Hglsems

The following abbreviations are being used:

BGH Bagck-to-God Hour ¥a - Fanily Altar

CBR Chapel Book Room ROCS Rockland County Christian School
CRC Christian Reformed Church ‘ RETRI Released Time Religious Instruction
DVBS Daily Vacation Bible School Sr¥ Senior Fellowship
- MG Martha Circle 88 Sunday School

MCC Married Couples! Club ‘ YCC Young Couples' Club

MOMC Monsey Church Midswmer Conference YMWG Young Married Women's Guild
: YP  Young Peoples!
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Dedicztion of Remodeled Pzeilities

It was well into 1953 before the remodeling project of the church was
completed and a dedication service was held. From the bulletin of 2 August:

THE dedication of cur remodeled building took place last Friday
evening. (July 31) Another milestone has been reached in the
history of the Monsey Church. 'Hitherto hath the Lord helped
us'! OCur help has been entirely from Him, and to Him do we
give all the pralse. May our facilities, for which many of
you have worked hard and long, be & source of blessing to the
corgregation and to the community where we are called %o live
and preach for Christ.

The progran folder for the occasion carried this information:

THE work began around November 19, 1952. The Church building
was moved south to permit excavation of new basement and
erection of new walls. By May, practically all work was
completed by contractors, and remaining tasks were performed
by men of the church. Added facilities include: new cloak
room, rest rooms, library-classroom, assembly roomn, council
room, safe room, organ tone chamber, new heating system,
closets, church office, choir loft and grill, guiet room,
trophy display case (donated by carpenters), entrance lobby,
front porch, iron work, and cement walks. Fingncing done by
four principal means: members' tithes and offerings; $5000
gift from Bank St., New York City; mortgage plus offerings
from congregations of Classis Hackensack; $8000 loan from
Home Missiong Committee; and, loans from members.

Community Worker

Early during 1953 plans were belng made for the engagenent of a community
worker for the summer, and on the 14 June bulletin was this announcement:

THIS week, the arrival of our Summer worker is expected.
Miss Willemina Ven Halsema, sister of the Missionary Pastor,
has been engaged for a period of ten weeks, during which time
she will assist with Vacation Bible School, Mid-Summer Con—
ference, Sunday School, community visitation, and other pro-
jects. Her office will be located in the main floor room
directly behind the suditorium. A new feature of this office
will be the !Chapel Book Room', & service to the church and
conmunity through which religious books for adults and children
nay be purchased.

After the summer period the community worker was asked to stay for another
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four months; and additional short—term periods were added until her work was

concluded in September, 1955. Part of her suppdft_during that time was received

from the hRockland County Christian School where she did part—time teaching.

Daily Vacation Bible School

One of the first tasks of the community worker was preparation for DVBS.
Personal calling brought & record enrollment of 107, and a consecrated staff

helped to maintain this part of the church's mission in the community.

Second Midsummer Conference

The Second Midsummer Conference was marked by abttendance of Jew and Gentile
from the community, with the entire congregation appointed to the publicity
comnittee. A special conference chorus sang, and in his inimitable way Rev. Rolf

Veenstra explored O0ld and New Testament teachings on Prayer.

The Chapel Book Room

The Chapel Book Room was established as a community ministry and for g number
of years was open at stated times. The income has been turned back steadily into
additional stock, so that today there is a sizeable inventory on hand. There is,
need, however, for greater availability to the public. During each Bible Conference
the Chapel Book Room has maintained a Conference Book Table in the downstgirs rooms

of the church.

Relegsed Tiwme Religious Instruction

For several years Monsey CRC conducted Protestant "religious instruction”
classes for children from the Monsey school during the released hour provided
each week for such training by the state of New York. Beginning in 1953 a bus

was chartered by the church for transportation to and from school at the specified
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hour. Various members of the congregation served as teachers. This progran

was given up in 1999 becazuse of difficulties in érranging a suitable hour of

release and with transportation.

Rockland County Christian School

Interwoven with the history of the church is the story of the Rockland County
Christian School. Simultaneocus with gll this other zctivity was progression
toward the opening of a Christian school, as can best be summarized by these
bulletin news items:

22 February 1953:

DURING March, attention will be focussed on Christian Education.
Lord willing, next Sunday morning's sermon will deal with this
topic, and on March 13 an inspirationsl meeting is being planned
for 2ll parents and interested friends. Discussion will involve
possibilities for a Christian day school in Rockland County.

5 April 1953:

YOUR prayers and your presence are requested for this Friday's
Christian Bducation meeting: organization of a Society will
be effected and practical matters discussed about a local
Christian 8chool. All are invited because all are needed:
whether you have children of school age or not, kindly be
present. Pray—and you won't stay away!

3 May 1953:
CHRISTIAN School News:a fine attendance on April 24 was present
for adoption of Constitution.

17 May 1953:

AT the fourth meeting of the Rockland County Christian School
Society last Monday the following were elected to the Board:
Mr., R. Steensma, Rev. and Mrs. Van Halsenma...Mr. Otis Mapes,
Jr., Mr. J. Kamp...Mrs. Richard Steensma, Mr. R. Dykstra.

14 June 1953:

A Christian Schocl is being planned for September in our
bagement rooms. Would you like to enroll your children?
Capable teaching, new equipment, Christian curriculum,
consecrated board members—all this and the assurance of
God's blessing are ours. Pray about this.

That summer a Rockland County Christian School newslebter contained these

excerpts:
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IN less than a month, God willing, the Rockland County Christian
School will be opened in the basement of the Momsey Christian
Reformed Church. In order that the neighbors and friends in
the community may know mors about this important event, Mr.
Richard Steensma, President of the school boprd, submits the
following information.
No institution but the Christian School can provide such God-
centered instruction. Today's children in today's world need
eternity's God every moment of their lives—-not one hour of
released time g week, or one hour of Sunday School each week,

but in all three parts of their environment: God in the hone,
in the church, and in the school.

The Monsey Church does not sponsor the school. In this sense,
it is not parochial. Parents band together and they incorporate
to accomplish this purpose.

On G Septenmber 1953 school opened. Mrs. Richard Steensme with varied
teaching experience was the first teacher and continued for five years. There
was a total of fourtesn pupils in Kindergarten, Grades 1 and 2, and Grades 4
through 7: Linda, Donald, and Judith Englishman; Frank Hubach, Phyllis and
Arthur Kamp; Peter, Ellen. Janet Pulis; Adele and Diane Quackenbush; Nancy,
Yoy, Kenneth Steensma.

Additiomal information about the school cen be found in the report for

the year 196¢, in which year the school discontinued operation.

Ixpanding Ministry

In the 25 October 1953 bulletin appeared this notice:

THIS week's mailings will go to 250 homes in and outside of
our immediate community. Gradually our ministry is expanding:
do you realize that in addition to Sunday School and worship
services, our community program includes the weekly letters,
full-time neighborhood worker, released time religious in-—
struction for thirty public school children, Christian day
school for covenant and other childéren, the mid-week meetings,
and the new Chapel Book Room? Yet, & definite need exists
for a Mission Volunteer Workers' Group. MNumerous nursing
homes, the County Home, and other institutions are without
spiritual carc. Can we help meet the challenge?
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Preparation for Calling Own Pastor ‘ %‘

The congregation had been organized now for over a year with a Home Missionary
Pastor who had responsibilities also in other fields; and it was time for Monsey
to consider calling o pastor of its cwﬁ:

22 Hovember 1953 bulletin:

AT Consistory on Nov. 2 and at Council on NHov. 9, plans

were approved on a matter to be presented at the Dec. 7
Congregational Meeting: application to January 1954
Classis Hackensack meeting to permit Monsey Church to
call its own pastor. Reasons: our spiritual needs are
increasing, policy of Houe Missions Committes calls for
such a step, and financial responsibility need not entail
much more than the congregation presently bears.
(Approved by the congregation on Dec. 7)

In line with his work as Home Missionary for the East Rev. Van Halsena,
among other things, began conducting a Sunday afternocon Bible Class for inferested
Back—-to-God Hour listeners, following the Reformation Day Back—to-God Hour Rally
at Carnegie Hall on 30 October. Seversl menbers of the Monsey congregation
accompanied Rev. Van at different times and aided the group which net each
Sunday afternocon at the Hotel Great Northern on 56th Strest in New York City.
During the following year this work was taken over by Mr. Sidney Rooy, Calvin

Seminary graduate, who was doing post-graduate work in New York City.



REGULAR ACTIVITIES 1954
Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on spécial days .
Preaching: included sermons on 1954 Goals (Bible Study, Evangelism, Hospitallty,
Stewardship, Christian Education); Heidelberg Catechism
Sermons recorded on tape for use of sick, etec. -
Sacraments: Baptism as requested; Lord's Supper quarterly
Music: morning organist, Thea B. Van Halsema; evening, guests fromNJersey CRC's
Ushers; Head, Edward Campbell
Nursery care during morning service
Weekly bulletins
Note: special attention to service of reconciliation in AM worship, Fall agenda of
council included lengthy study of worship
Sunday School $:30 AM year around: 2 yr to adults; Superintendent Richard Steensma;
Kote: staff meetings., special summer schedule, Christmas progranm
Instruction Classes for adults; RTRI (in Sept 56 pupils in grades 2-8; 6 teachers' bus)
Societies: MC, Sr¥, YCC, YMWG new in Sept, Choir reorganiged in Fall
Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons; family visiting, pastoral calls, pastoral
letters to out—of-towners; committees; promotion of Banner, BGH, FA; BGH follow-up;
fellowship dimners, hymn sings; congregational meetings with male voting; library,
tracts; Neighbor Night first Sunday evening each month beginning Sept; CBR

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES 1954
1st Faster sunrise service, Murdock property, Monsey
6th DVBS 12-23 Jul; 121 total enrollment; 14 staff
3rd MCMC 1-6 Aug:; Rev. D. H. Walters ""The Greatness of God'; pre—conference evangelisnm,
and prayer fellowship before meetings
6th Thanksgiving concert: Sopzano Grace Ravesloot; Organist Dick L. Van Halsema

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1954
Community Evangelism Project begimning with "Community Evangelism Week" 17-22 Jan
Installation of first congregaticn—called pastor on 1 April
Spring organ recital by Paul Pettinga (SrF sponsored)
Memorial Day presentation of service flag to congregation
Summer adult Bible study class weekly for five weeks
Korean clothing drive

COUNCIL 195k
Pastor: Missionary Pastor Dick L. Van Halsema to April 1; thereafter became local pastor
Accepted call to become pastor at Monsey., New York in March
Elders: John Kamp (Vice-president), J. Hamilton Scott, Richard Steensme (Clerk)
Deacons: Garry Englishman, Otis F. Mapes, Otis M. Mapes
Comptroller: James A. Quackenbush

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 1954

Baptisms: .
21 Mar Lesglie Tim Quackenbush, born § Jan 195k
21 Mar Mark Emmett Van Halsema 13 Feo 1954
11 Apr Xaren Lee Slamen 19 Scp 1949
11 Apr ZEileen Kathryn Slamen 11 g 1951 » -»
8 Aug Greg Tunis Dykstra = 20 Jad. 1954 : :
8 Aug Marlene Beth Mapes 12 Jul 1954
8 Mg ZEmily Beth Van Hplsems 28 Jul 1954
26 Sep Dennis Michael Rose 14 Aug 1954
7 Nov Lawrence Raymond Pitt 2 Oct 1954

26 Dec Marcis Lynn Baker 9 Dec 1954



Professions of Faith:
11 Apr Mrs. Joseph (Vlrglnla) Slamen
11 Apr Tunis Dykstra
18 ipr Mrs. Tunis (Margsret) Dykstra; baptized cml&ren reoeivedn
C Loretta Ann (born 16 Oct 1950), Curtiss Jobn (3 Apr 1953)
25 Jul Mrs. Bertha Braband ‘
25 Jul John Wesley Dennis
25 Jul Calvin Leslie Quackenbush
25 Jul -John Milton Scott
25 Jul Mrs. Seferin (Francesg) Pulis; baptized childran received: Peter Barnshaw
(born 8 May 1544), Fllen Burleigh (15 Mar 1946). Janet Marie (15 May 1948),
Elizabeth Mary (7 Nov 1949), Audrey Kinslow (3 Jul 1951)
. Re~affirmation of Faith:
18 Apr Tien Wel Wu, student at Westminster Seminary and later at Calvin Seminary
“TMransfers from Other Churches:
Dr. Clarence and Tessie Bouma from Neland Avenue CRC, Grand B&pids, Miche -
John and June Bangma from Northside CRC, Passaic, N. J. .

baptized son James King (born ¢ Oct 1953)
Gerard and Frances Van Halsema from First Hudsonville CRG, Hudsonville Mich.

. baptized children Sharon May (born 14 Mar 1951), Brenda Ruth (14 Mar 1953)

Dr.: Howard and Anne Tousley from Midland Park, New Jersey CRC

Mrs. Florence Baker from Roseland II CRC, Chicago, Ill.

Jdacob Stienstra from Paterson II, H. J. CRC (married Audrey Scott 22 Oct 1954)
Transfers to Other Churches: ~ Monsey CRC

Norman Bugene Watt to Bethel CRC, Paterson, N. J.

Gerald Berry to Midland Park, N. J. Methodist Church (married June VanderBush‘IS Moy I%%

Mrs, William (Frances Dykstra) Butscher to Washington, D. C. CRC at Mid.

FINANCES 1954
Budget adopted for year: $9,600.00 with rededlcation to tithing as Scrlptural means of
supplying church's needs
Regular Offerings: General, Benevolence, Building, Community Evangellsm (new in Aug) Funds
Special offerings once per month for designated causes; donations to special caouses
Subsidy received from Fund for Needy Churches: $1,531.26
Note: Initiation of financing program by which debentures were issued to clear up
existing obligations and to simplify annual payment of budgeted amount for debt
reduction——gpproved by special congregational meeting on 10 May 1954
A% congregational meeting on 20 Sept congregation voted to pay pastoris salary
locally in 1955 and request no subsidy, and pay denominational quotas in increasing
amounts annually (10%, 20%, 30%, etc. )-~this plan not accepted by Classis Hackensack

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 1954
Custodian: Sterling Pitt
Cemetery Care
Special Projecivs: church interior painted; blacktop yard and driveway project

ROCKLAND COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1954
®pening of second year in September with 20 pupils
Teachers: full-~time: Mrs. Richard Steensma; half-days: Wzllemina Van Halsema
Note: newly accredited by New York State Board of Regents;
organization of Motherg! Guild
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Calling and Installation of Own Pastor =

In January Monsey's request to Classis Héckénsack for permission to
call its own minister was granted. Rev. George Stob from Prospect Street CRC,
Passaic, N. J., was named the counsellor, his task being tc assist the elders
in naming a trio, from which the voting membership would elect a pastor.
In the meantime:

7 February 1954 bulletin:

AS of February 3, Rev. Van Halsema has left the employ of the
Chr. Ref. Board of Home Missions in order to enrol for full-
tine study in New York City. Until Monsey congregation ob—
tains its Pastor by calling from the trio(s) presented by
the Consistory, it has been arranged that Rev. Van Halsena
serve the church on week—-ends.

A congregational meeiing was held on 19 February, and Rev. Van Halsema was
elected from the nonination of three ministers to become Monsey's own first
pastor. Ordinarily it would have been impossible for him to consider such g
call along with full-time study. However, his decision is explained by this
part of the letter, dated 6 March 1954, addressed and read by him to the Con-
sistory and to the congregation:

THIS matter has been discussed with the Consistory...i%
was understood that the call would be considered in
conjunction with the past years of work in Monsey, the
present arrangement with ocur Community Worker, the ex-
pectation of increasing lay leadership, and the prospect
of full-time responsibility during non—school months of
the year.

With such a mutual, loving understanding of all factors
involved, I need delay my answer no longer. With the help
of God, I would serve you and the Lord as your pastor. I
humbly accept.

This involves all of you, men and women, boys and girls,

in a new responsibility with me before God. With His help,
we shall work and pray to make Jesus known and loved in—
creasingly throughout the town. I count on your love, your
work, your prayers.

The installation service was held on 1 April 1954, with the Revs. George

Stob, Harold Dekker, Hessel Bouma, Marvin Baarman, S. J. De Vries participating.



1954
In April Classis Hackensack approved annual subsidy in the amount of $1400

—~

for use in payment of the pastor's salary.

Conmunity Evangelism Project

During the first nonths of 1954 the congregation was engaged also in g
concentrated evangelisn effort, beginning 17-22 January with "Community
Evangelism Week.

10 January 1954 bulletin:

A most important event occurs in our church next week. After
seven nonths' advance work by our community worker, we are
ready to enlist our own members in a continuing program of
parish evangelisn which, we pray, will bring glory to God,
new life %o unchurched neighbors, and new blessing to you
who participate. You will be asked this week to become a
Vigitor or Prayer Supporter. Next week, the plan will be
explained at a brief supper neeting (Monday), and on Wednes—
day and Thursday further instruction and actual visits will
be featured.

According to plan Jednesday and Thursday evenings were to be "big" calling
nights. 3But on Wednesday a well-renembered heavy fog cnvcloped the arca and
toward cvening was so inpencetrable that operation of the plan for that evening
had to be suspended. A report of Thursday evening follows:

24 January 1954 bulletin:

'TWO-BY-TWO'! Report: We have every reason to be grateful to God
for the insviring events of last Monday and Thursday evenings,
when eighteen nembers attended the Evanglisn Week supper and
then came out to make home calls. Approximately thirty—three
calls were rade in one night...In order to finish the initial
stage of home calls, visitors are asked to cone one night this
week for further visits. Then, a review of progress will be
held and a definite night each month set aside for new assign-
nents and giving of reports, prayer and refreshments...No
ninister or single member can make thirty-three calls in one
night. This 'dwo-by—two'! lay evangelism, taught by Jesus, will
do more for the outreach of the Church than anything we have
undertaken before,

More calls were made during the next few weeks, and in a 12 March letter
the community worker reminded the congregation:

OUR recently—organized evangelism program has shown nany warks
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of blessing. Our call for workers has been answered
beyond expectation. Many homes have felt the church's
friendship and interest. Several of'oﬁr-neighbors have
accepted our invitation to attend our services; some
have asked for Bibles; some have expressed interest in
beconing members of our church...

Our conmmunity evangelism project is not finished. TFirst

of all, please pray, 'for with God nothing shall be im—
possible.' (Luke 1:37)...Then, to the extent that you are
able, go calling with a partner—in faith...A team arranges
its calls at its own convenience, and then we meet only
once a month for reports, encouragement, and instruction.

An evalugtion at a later date:

13 June 1954 bulletins

THE Evangelism Project begun in January is hereby terminated
and hearty thanks are given to team members J. Kaup,
N, Areford, J. Bangma, F. Campbell, W. Conklin, Ph. Conklin,
P. Conklin, G. Englishman, XK. Hunt, 0. F. Mapes, S. Mapes,
0. M. Mapes, 5. Pitv, J. Pitt, J. Quackenbush, A. Scott,
J. H. Scott, H. Shuart, J. Shwart, T. Van Halsenma, V. Van
Halsema. . .sone 92 homes were visited between Jamnuary and
May.

Pron this experience. it is concluded that the help of

the congregation will Dbe sought during January and July

of each year, when !all-out'! efforts are made to contact
our neighbors for Christ. During the remaining ten nonths,
volunteers will be sought to make monthly calls. In this
way, the entirc congregation can participate in the concen—
trated calling, and those who are led to give tine more
frequently can furnish the core of year-round workers who
must be the link between the Church and the community.

Faster Sunrise Service

Beginning in 1954 the evangelical churches in the area have conducted an
Easter sunrise service on the Peter Murdock property at the end of Grandview
Avenue, Monsey. Alternative arrangements for using the Monsey CRC in case of
rain have not been put into effect to dave. Because of nearness to the site,
Monsey CRC has been responsible for providing the necessary physical properties

for the annual 6:00 service.
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Menmbers in the Armed Services

"

Mentioned at this tine are the members of fﬁe congregation who served
in the armed forces of ocur country during the last ten years. On 30 May 1954
the Servicemen's Committec presented & new service flag to the congregation
on which the nuwber 7 was sewn, representing those in uniform at that tinme:

Wanda Conklin (Air Force Nurse Corps)

Bert Dennis (Navy)

John Bangma (Navy)

Roger Englishmon (Arny)

Sidney Dykstra (Arny)

Robert Dykstra (Arny)

Kenneth Baker (Army——West Point)
Before that there had been:

Jerry Berry (Arny)

Fred Dykstra (Marines)

Richard Dykstra (Arny)

Norran Watt (Navy)
And later:

Willien A. Conklin, Jr. (Arny)

In the service column Rev. Vgn, in the active army reserves, can also
be listed. During the summers of 1954 and 1955 he was given two weeks! leave of
absence for reserve arny training and chaplain duty at Camp Drum, New York.
In May 1956 he performed two weeks' active duty as chaplain on Governors' Island,
New York City.

The United States Arny Chaplain School at Fort Slocum, New York, has been
a source of contacts for the Monsey CRC. OCalvin Seninary graduates attending
school there have been guest preachers. And during the summer of 1956 the Rev.

Barold Ellens (attending Chaplain School) and fanily, living as neighbors of the

Aufiero's in Tuckahoe, became well acequainted with our congregation.

Other "Qut—of-Towners!"

Anong our "out—of-towners" have been several young people away from hone
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at school: Wanda Conklin, at School of Nursing, Hackensack, N. J. Hospital
(graduated 1952); Marilynn Scott at Calvin Colleéé_(graduated 1954); George
Lehnberg at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Tro&;:N. Y. (graduated 1953—
narried to Janet Ann Rose 21 June 1953 at Suffern—away on work assignments in
western states; naster's degree 1956); Katherine Hunt at Calvin College (graduated
1958). Former member Norman Watt went from Calvin College pre-medical course to
University of Rochester. Tien Wei Wu, from Formosa, while he was with us, attended
Westninster and Calvin Seninaries; and Edward Brown was a student at Union Seminary,
fron where he went to Princeton. In 1959 Bert Dennis was graduated from Fairleigh
Dickinson University. 1960 was the year that Nancy Steensma and Lee Conklin
entered Calvin College and 1961 the year for Kay Steensma. At present Clinton

Bunt is at the State of New York Maritine College.

Blacktoo Project

Anyone who remembers the uncomely post-renodeling appearance of the church
property appreciates the "before™ and "after" comparison created by the completion
of the blacktop project at the church.

1 August 1954 bulleting

THROUGH the splendid cooperation and generosity of our members,
the blacktop yord and driveway project, after a year of
waiting, has been finished in time for the Midsummer Con-
ference...Purpose for this improvement: to provide some off-
street parking...to improve the proverty, and to provide
recreation area for Christian School and other children's
activities around the year. The drive to pay for this work
by direct mermber donations has met with excellent results.
Donations from $1 to $100 have been received...We thank you
and we thank God.

Daily Vacation Bible School ané Midsummer Conference

The two big events of the swmer were outstanding again this year. DVBS
enrollnment climbed to 121; "teachers and helpers outdid themselves™, all expenses

were net by DVBS receipts; attendance at the closing progran "taxed the capacity
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of the auditoriun®.

Rev. D. H, Walters, Midsummer Conference spééker, won & place in Monsey
hearts with his warn friendliness.

8 August 1954 bulletin:

THE Conference ig over, yes——but many of you know that it
really can not be forgotten. "Trhe Greatness of God" was
displayed in so many ways by that blessed speaker, Rev.
Dick H. Walters, who was used of God's Spirit to teach and
insgpire us. Because God was with us, we had a record—
breaking attendance, record offerings...sufficient to cover
every c¢xpense, record book table sales, and record partici-
pation on the part of our members...May the new acquaintance
we have received with God's Word inspire us as pembers to new
grateful living: 1) Let us attend two services each Lord's day.
2) Let all attend Sunday School and Adult Bible Class. 3) Let
all have some specific service in the church (i.e., ushering,
teaching, music, or the like). 4) Let us all let our light
shine to men so that they may be won to God. There is our
progran. If we nmake further progress in it, the Conference
will never have cnded!

Other Itens of Interest:

Early October neant the return to school for Rev. Van.

26 September 1954 bulietin:
DURING this week Rev. Van Halseme returns for his final full-
 tine semester of school work in Wew York City. Until
February 1 he will not be availablc week—days. However,
calls may always be loft at the Parsonage for his attentioh.
Lord willing, although reirbursed for one-third regular work,
the Pastor will Gevote lMonday, Wednesday, and some Friday
nights to the congregation, besides Saturday and Sunday.

In September a new society was formed when a growing number of younger
women with small children found it difficult to attend the afternoon Martha Circle

neetings. The group later becane known as the Younz Married Women's Guild, and

since that time it has met at members' homes once a month, except during the

sumner.
Also in the Fall was another specific approach to witnessing in the appearance

of Heighbor Night on the first Sunday evening of cach month, with appropriate

sernons, and then some form of fellowship after the service.
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Detailed attention was given on the part of the consistory and council

to the study of worship, through which several éhanges in the liturgy of the

worship services were introduced.

A fitting close for the year from the 26 Decerber 1954 bulletin:

THE last bulletin of the year—a time for giving thanksd
We thank God for all His favor and love, we thank all
the nmembers, young and old, for their devotion and
service (the true nature of which is known only %o
God). We thank all who pray and give and work for
Christ!s Church loecally and around the world; we
thank society menmbers and officers...We live, we work,
for God. We live, we work, that men may love Hin too.




RIGULAR ACTIVITIES 1955
Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on special days
Preaching: included sermons on 1955 Gogls (Worship, Love, Prayer); Life of Moses;
Belgic Confession; OT People:; Holy Spirit; MiniStry‘of Our Lord
Sermons recorded on tape . )
- Sacraments: Baptism as reguested; Lord's Supper bl*montnly (instead of quarterly)
Music: morning organist Thea B. Van Halsema; evenlng, guests from New Jersey CRC's
Choir occasionally
Ushers: Head, Howard Tousley
Nursery care during morning service
Weekly bulletins (special series of articles on Church Order)
Note: Changes in order of worship; Lord's Supper now six times a year instead of four
Sunday School 9:30 AM year around; 2 yr to adults; Superintendent Gerard Van Halsema;
Note: SS Seminar on 2 Apr; Christmas Program
Instruction Classes for adults; RTRI (in Sept 75 children in grades 2-8, over 80 before
end of year; 6 teachers; bus transportation)
Societies: MC SrF, YMWG, YCC, Choir, Teen Club new in Sept, Men's Society new in Sept
Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons; family visiting, pastoral calls; committees
(including long-range planning):; promotion of Banner, BGH, FA;. Neighbor Nights;
congregational meetings (male voting); outdoor bulletin board, tracts; library; CBR

: ANNUAL ACTIVITIES 1955

2nd Faster Sunrise service

7th DVBS 27 June-8Jul; 146 enrolled; bus route operated

th MCMC 1-5 Aug; Dr. John Luchies "You, Tomorrow, and Christ"; preconference invitation
week; prayer

7th Thanksgiving concert: Monsey Chapel Ch01r Organist Janice Slump, Soprano Gertrude

Baker
OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1955

Rev. Van Halsems and Elder John Kamp delegates to denominational Synod in June

Termination of employment of community worker Willemina Van Halsema (married James A.
Quackenbush 19 Dec 1954 Monsey CRC)

Meeting of Classis Hackensack at Monsey CRC in September

130th Anniversary program for Monsey CRC

CGlothing drive for Korea

Christmas caroling by choir at Rockland State Hospital

Christmas candlelight carol sing

~

' o COUNCIL 1955
Pastor: Dick L. Van Hzglgenmsg
Elders: Richard Dykstra, Sr., John Kamp (Vice-president), J. Hamilton Scott, Richard
Steensma (Clerk) _
Deacons: W. Howard Hornsby, Otis F. Mgpes, Otis M. Mapes, James A. Quackenbush (Comptroller

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 1955

Baptismss N
10 Apr Donald Clyde Shuart born 13 Dec 1954
21 Aug FRobert David Gaillard 13 Dec 1954
21 Aug Algn Patrick Smith 2 Aug 1955
11 Sep Kevin John Mapes 15 Aug 1955
16 Oct Paul Vincent Dykstra 11 Sep 1955
25 Dec Gregory Jack Stienstra 24 Nov 1955

Professions of Faith
21 Aug Garry Roger Englishman
21 Aug Peter John and Betty Ann Smith; baptized children received: Peter John, Jr.
(born 8 Sep 1947), Dwight Robert (4Apr 1950), Joyce Marlene (8 Jun 1532),
Alan Patrick (see baptisms above)



. Transfers from Other Churches:
Edward and Magdalena Brown from South Afrloa
Mrs. Gordon (Betty) Nichols from Bible PreSbyterlan Church, Duryea, Pa.
baptized children Robert Gordon (born 24 May 1950), Evan Langdon (31 May 1952)
(Rev. Nichols holds ministerial status in Bible Presbyterian Church)
Transfers to Other Churches:
. Kenneth Baker family to Allendale I CRC, Allendale, Mich.
" Jobhn Bangma family to Miami, Florida CRC
Mrs. Florence Baker to Allendale II CRC, Allendale, Mich.
 Mrs. Charles (Patricia Conklin) Van Dyke to Paterson II, N. J. CRC (marriage 21 May 1955)
Deagths: . * Monsey CRC
25 Jun Miss Minnie Young, 84 - -
. 6 Nov . Nrs. John \Phebe) Swan, 84 -

FINANCES 1955
Budget adopted for year: $12,540.00 on basis of tithing
Regular Offerings: General, Benevolence, Community Evangelism Funds
Special offerings and donations for designated causes
Envelopes for Calvin College and Seminary '"Needs of Today™ Campalgn
Note: No subsidy; first time in history full payment of denominational and cla331cal
guotas; salaries paid, budget met in full

PROPERTY MAINTERANCE 1955
Custodian: Mrs. Berths Braband (Jan—Ang) Bert Dennis (Sep~Dec)
Cemetery care
Note: Painting bee for parsonage exterlor in September

ROCKLAND COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1955
Third year begun in September
Teachers: Mrs. Richard Steensma and Miss Eleanor Sietsema; Faye Campbell, zide

The denominational Synod meets each year in June in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. It is composed of two minister and two elder delegates from
each regional classis and conducts business that pertains to the de-—
nomination as s whole. At present (1962) there are thirty—one classes:
Alberta North, Alberta South, British Columbia (a1l in Canada); Cadillac :
(Michigan), California, Chatham (Western Ontario, Canada), Chicago North,
Chicago South, Fastern Ontario (Canada), Grand Rapids Eagst, Grand Rapids
South, Grand Rapids West, Grandville (Michigan), Hackensack (Bast U. S.);
Homilton (Canads), Hudson (Bast U. S.), Holland (Michigan), Kalamazoo
(Michigan), Lake Erie (Eastern Michigan—Ohio), Minnesota North, Minne—
sota South, Muskegon (Michigan), Northcentral Iowa, Orange City (Iowa),
Pacific, Pella (Iowa), Rocky Mountain, Sioux Center (Iowa), Toronto
(Canada), Wisconsin, Zeeland (Michigan)
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First Death

One of the "firsts" recorded in the year'l§55uwas the first death in the
congregation in seven years and the first of the reorganized membership.

Miss Minnie Young, who had been the only living link with the former True
Reformed Protestant Dutch congregation of Monsey, passed away on 29 June at
the age of B4. Her burial is the most recent in the old church cemetery on
Maple Avenue. A fund exists for the regular upkeep of this ceﬁetery; and
though often negleected, the old graveyard reccives attention from time to tine
either by individuals or by clean-up groups under the direction of the
Cemetery Comnmittee.

The West New Hempstead True Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, predecessor
of our congregation, once worshipped on Maple Avenue, near Saddle River Road.
A cemetery was begun there, next to the old building., Although the present
building on Main Street was next erected, the group continued to use the Maple
Avenue burial grounds, where many nmembers of the original congregation are buried.

On 6 November 1955 Mrs. Phebe Swan, the only mermber on the church rolls

in 1949, also passed away at the age of 8l4.

Denoninational Synod

In June 1955 the denoninational Synod, held each year at Grand Rapids,
Michigan, counted among its delegate membership the pastor and elder John Kamp
of the Monsey Christian Reformed Church, two of the four representatives to

Synod from Classis Hackensack.

Daily Vacation Bible School

10 July 1955 bulletin:
WITH deep thanksgiving we thank God and salute our teachers
and parents because the 1955 Vacation Bible School went so
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well. It was the biggest in seven years at our Church:
146 in all attended, 105 of whom received-attendance
awards; a bus route was conducted for the first time;

a large group of workers helped with refreshnents and
transportation...Now may the Holy Spirit bless the seed
sown in children's hearts, leading them in Christian life.

Midsumner Conference

One of the opportunities given to the congregation each year to make calls
in the conrmunity was at the time of the Midsumner Conference. The 1955 pre—

conference invitation progran was no exception.

31 July 1955 bulletin:

TUESDAY to Thursday, God used a number of our dedicated
members, men and women, personally to contact almost
470 homes with printed invitations, and to leave an—
other 110 or more where there was no answer at the
door: thus covering practically the entire coimmunity
with news.

7 Aucust 1955 bulletin:

REFLECTIONS on the Midsummer Conference: Dr. J. Luchies brought
blessed messages about ‘You, Tomorrow, and Christ!...The
greatest number of community people attended (comparing
1952,-3,~4)... Although the weather became hot indeed, many
were enabled to attend...The soloists contributed much, and
our Choir actually was inspired. Organist Janice Slump was
excellent in her part, and the planning committee carried out
its responsibility in sgplendid fashion. Were hearts reached?
lives changed? These are the important questions. Evidences
of answers to prayer were clear. Thus, thanks again to our
Covenant God for honoring His Name and hearing His people.

4 September 1955 bulletin:

IN a letter Jjust received from Dr. John Luchies, Midsunmer
Conference speaker, there are boujuets for yous 'The rich
experiences at Monsey continue to enrich my soul. This
was truly one of the high peaks in my ministerial experi-
ence...Your people were so very gracious...The wonderful
way in which they responded at the meetings will never
leave me guite the same.!

Meetine of Classis Hackensack and 130th Anniversary Progran

In September Monsey was host to Classis Hackensack on the occasion of -

130th anniversary of the church.



1955

28 fugust 1955 bulletin:

SEPTEMBER 19: this Monday has been picked by the Church
Council as a fitting day for the congregation to gather
in festive nmood. It is not only the beginning of a new
season of study and work in the Church; it is not only
the eve of Classis Hackensack's meeting in our church on
the following day. It is the day on which we will com—
menorate 130 years of Monsey Church history!

18 September 1955 bulletin:
THE program is set for tomorrow evening...Short speeches will
be brought by Commissioner F. Bert Nidd, John Botbyl, J.
Hamilton Scott, J. A. Quackenbush, and R. Dykstra. There
will also be Kodachrome slides, Choir music, display of old
vapers, an anniversary booklet, and a special anniversary
zke. Let us all be present with many friends to praise God
from Whom all blessings flow!

Other Items of Interest

In Septerber a much-talked-about Men's Society was begun. Since then

congregational male interest in the society has waxed and waned, and at
present there is no study-and-fellowship group for the men of the church.

During the surmer an attractive colonial style sign was erected on the

church grounds as a gift from the Martha Circle. It called public attention
to the church not only, but also to the Rockland County Christian School and

the Chapel Book Roon.

For the first time the church met its year's budget in full, receiving no

subsidy, and paying its salaries and full classical and denominational quotas.
The often-misunderstood quota system was once described by Rev. Rolf Veenstra
in The Banner as follows:
THE quota system is nothing more nor less than a splendid

arrangenent by which the average share of an individual,

fanily, or congregation is computed in carrying on the

many fine Kingdon projects in which we are Jointly engaged.
Some of these Kingdom projects are: denominational Back-to~God Hour on radio,

Calvin College and Seminary, Church Help Fund, Home Missions, Foreign Missions,

etc. See denominational annual Yearbook for complete listing.
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An announcement of a somewhat different ch@?acter appeared on the

18 December 1955 bulletin:

THE Tappan Zee bridge is open. This fact is mentioned
on a church bulletin because it directly affects our
church. Already the H. Aufiero family, from Yonkers
area (Tuckshoe, N. Y.) is able to use this span in
coming to our church for worship. It may mean eventual
expansion of Christian Reformed work into a new, cross—
Hudson regicn. May this work of man be used for a work
of God.

Several nmembers and friends have traveled to our church by means of this
bridge, and a present member of the congregation, Mr. Marvin Poutsma, uses

it each Lord's Day and often during the week. What about the future?



REGULAR ACTIVITIES 1956

Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on svecial. days

Hote: time of PM service changed from 7 30 to 7:00 on 6 May; time of A from lO b5 to
10:30 changed on 27 May
Preaching: included sermons on Ghrlstlan s Falthfulness (Public Worship, Prayer,

Chr. Education, Work for Lord, Giving, Christian uove) Heidelberg Catechism;
Acts; 7 churches’of Rev. 2, 3 (DLVH); also Canons. of Dort, Heid. Cat., Christmas (ETL)
Sermons recorded on tape :
Sacrements: Baptism as requested; Lord's Supper bi-monthly
Music: morning organist, Thea B. Van Halsema (Jan—Jul); evening, guest organists from NJ;
Hartman Bandstra, Nancy Steensma, guests (Jul-Dec)
Ushers: Head, Jack Stienstra
Nursery care during morning service

" Weekly bulletins (series of articles on church order continued)

Note: first separate worship folder and calendar and announcement sheet on 11 March
Note on Worship: congregational "Amen" at conclusion of prayers in worship service;
appropriate tracts distributed after services

Sunday School 9:30 AM year around; 2 yr to adult; Supts. John Kamp (Jan-Mar);

Rev. Van Halsema (4pr-Jun); Allen Dykstra (Jul—Dec) Note: staff meetings, Parent
Night; April reorganization of staff, Christmas program

Instruction Classes for young people in Fall; RTRI (in Sept 43 enrolled in grades 2~6
with grades 7, 8 no longer at Monsey School; bus transportation

Societies: MC, YMWG, YCC, Men's Society, Teen Club .

Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons; family visiting, pastoral callsjpromotion
of Banner, BGH, FA; committees (including long-range); congregstional meetings with
women voting beginning in Nov; Neighbor Nights; elders' district meetings; outdoor
bulletin board, tracts; CBR

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES 1956
3rd Easter sunrise service
8th DVBS 29 Jun—-12 Jul; 149 enrolled; 15 staff; tent used
5th MOMC 16-20 Jul; Rev. Harold Dekker "Christ Is the Answer'; pre—conference community
invitations

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1956

Arrival of first immigrant family on 13 April

Summer worker, Mrs. Allen Dykstra, to assist with DVBS and MCMC

Acceptance of call to Mismi, Florida by Rev. Van Halsema; acceptance of Monsey call by
Edson T. Lewis, Jr.

Acquaintance with Rev. Harold Ellens family during swmer while he was at Army chaplain
school, Fort Slocum, New Rochelle, N. Y.

Preparation for CRC 1957 centennial celebration

Thanksgiving "Family Night'; film, hymn sing

Christmas caroling at Rockland State Hospital by choir

Christmas candlelight service by Teen Club

0ld Year's Fellowship at Fellowship Hall

COUNCIL 1956
Pastors: Dick L. Van Halsema (Jan—Jul)
Declined calls to Fast Cleveland, Ohio CRC in Jan
Twelfth St. CRC, Grand Rapids, Mich., Ann Arbor, Mich.,CRC,
Wheaton, Ill. CRC all in Apr
Accepted call to Migmi, Florida CRC in Apr
Bdson T. Lewis, Jr. (Sept-Dec)
Elders: Richard Dykstra, Sr., J. Hamilton Scott (Vice-president)., Richard Steensma (Clerk)

Deacons: W. Howard Hornsby, Otis F. Mapes, James A. Quackenbush (Comptroller), Howard
Tousley



MFMBZRSHIP CHANGES 1956

Bgptisms: ‘
15 Jan Funice Aufiero born 19 Oct 1955
8 Apr Robin Ruth Nichols 5 Mar 1956 - .
22 Apr Ruth Anelda Quackenbush 7 Apr 1956 = , R
& Jul BRandy Jay Skala - 30 Jdan 19<6 T"-»p _

-

Professions of Faith: *
8 Jul Mrs. Frank (Barbara) Skala; baptized chlléren receiveds Frank Stephen

(born 21 Nov 1948), Richard William (25 Sep 1951), Randy:Jay (see above)
8 Jul Augustus and Margaret Dahl; baptized children received: Barbara C. (born

29 Dec 1946), Arlene M. (1 aug 1951), Alan R. (1% Mar 1954)

Re—affirmation of Faith:

15 Jan Harry A. and Margaret A. huflero bantlz@d chlldren received: Gretchen
(born 14 Jul 1953), Audrey (26 Jun 1954),  Eunice (see above)

18 Mar Mrs. Bert (Mona McNeel) Dennis from Firgt Presb. Church, Mounta1nv1ew, Cal»’;
(marriage at Sunnyvale, Cal. 15 Ang 19 3)

13 May Mrs. Bernard (Sarah) zell :

Transfers from Other Churches: ‘ S
Allen Dykstra from Paterson II, N. J. CRC (married Marilynn Scott 23 Lec 1955 Monsey CRC)
Leendert and Jannetje Goedegebuure from Gereformeerde Kerk, Netherlands '
~ baptized. deughter Paulina Cornelia (born 23 Mar 1953)

Miss Margaret Louise Crawford from BastSide Cleveland, Ohio CRC
Transfers: to-Other Churches:
Gerard Van Halsema family to Ridgewood. N. J. CRC
Edward and Magdalena Brown to Wanamassa, N. J. CRC
Mrs. Robert (Wanda Conklin) Gaillard to Northside CRC, Passalc, N. J. and’ bagtlzed
son Robert Dgvid; marriage 1954 Monsey:CGHC) . ) ,
Dr. and Mrs. Clarence Bouma to Miaml, Florida CRe
Rev. Dick Von Halsems family to Miami, Florida CRO
Death:
11 Sep John Lehmberg
One resignation

.L‘ FINAR GES 1956
Budget adopted for year' $12 620.00 with encouragement in practice of tithing
Regular Offerings: General, Benevolence, Community Evangelism Funds
Special offerings and donations
Meeds of Today" Campaign envelopes for Calvin College and Seminary
No subsidy received

PROPBRTY MAINT=NANCE 1956
Custodians: Bert Dennis (Jan—Jul); Volunteers Otis F. and Sarah Mapes and James A.
Nuackenbush (Jul-Dec)
Cemetery care; summer cleaning bee
Hote: repair of Sunday School building; church downstairs rooms painted by Men's
Society; interior redecoration of parsonage

ROCKLAND COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1956
Fourth year beginning in September
Teachers: Mrs. Richard Steensma and Miss M. Louise Crawford
Christian Scheol Mothers! Guild
Property purchased during year



1956

Chances Qoncerning Worship Services

——

The year 1956 was an action-packed successiéhjof events. Spring marked
several changes in connection with the worship services and congregational
fellowship. On 6 May the time of the evening service was changed from 7:30 to
7:0C, one reason being the allowance of a greater attendance by children at two
worship services on the Lord's Day. On 27 May the morning service met for the
first time at 10:3C instead of 10:45 with the Sunday School helping through
punctual adherence to schedule beforchand. (With the 1959 renovation of the
Sunday School, the time of morning worship was changed again to 10:45).

A heartening touch introduced into worship was the audible "Amen" of the
congregation at the conclusion of prayers.

Another alteration was the separate distribution of the order of worship
folders used as guide to improved worship and the weekly news and announcements
which was handed out in news sheet form after the services. This practice continued
until the use of the double—fold combination bulletin now in use since 1961.

In many other ways during the year attention was called to proper worship

and reverence.

Elders! District Meetines

A schedule of neetings for the elders with the members in their districts
was designed with closer cengregational unity in nind and for the exchange of

mitual responsibilities.

20 May 1956 news sheet:

MUTUAL responsibilities— (1) On the part of the Elder: about
once each guarter to call the district members together for
fellowship and prayer, to call on sick and distressed as
frequently as circunstances require, to remember all district
mermbers constantly in prayer, to welcome all new district nembers
by personal ceall, to call on each delinguent at least once each
month, and such like.
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(2) On the part of the district members: to pray for
their district Elder and nembers, to work for the
closer unity and acquaintance of the group; to pro-
note each other's spiritusl welfare, by indviting
Elder and nmembers into one's home, and the like.

Doctor of Theology Degree for Pastor

During the winter Rev. Van Halsema, on part—time duty at the church, put
final efforts toward his Doctor of Theology degree which was awarded hin on
29 May 1956 at the commencement exercises of Union Theological Seminary, New
York City. His thesis was written on "Christianity in Bighteenth Century

Yew England®.

First Iomigrant Fanmily

At a2 tine of heavy immigration to the United States the Monsey Church
received, through the sponsorship of one of its members, its first family fron
the Netherlands, Leendcert and Jannetje Goedegebuure and dauvghter Paulina. An
apartment was located ncar the church, and this fanily spent the first three
years of its life in a new country in our fellowship. Other families followed,

but by this time they have all become relocated.

Chance of Pastors

The biggest change for the congregation since its reorganization took place
during 1956. On 29 April the congregation heard the announcement that Rev. Van
Halsema had been led to accept the call he had received from the Miami, Florida CRC.
One of the factors in his decision was the impact he felt from the Lord in chal-
lenging him with four calls that he received at approximately the same time. The
others came from Twelfth Street CRC, Grand Rapids, Michigan; Ann Arbor, Michigan
CRC; and Wheaton, Illinois CRC.

Shortly after this he also received the synodical appointment as missionary-
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at-large for the denomination which he later accepted with the understanding thet
he fulfill his acceptance of the Miani call by living there for g period of time
until acceptable arrangements could be made with Miami and the Home Missions office.
He continues in a related post today as Minister of Bvengelisn for the Christian
Reformed Church.

The summer schedule of events was adapted to the departure from Monsey. Mrs.
Aller Dykstra was engaged as Sumer Worker to help with the busy program. The DVBS
reached a peak enrollment of 149 pupils and was distinguished from other DVBS's
by the use of the big tent on the church lewn., Immediately following was the Mid~
summer Conference with the Rev. Harold Dekker, a Monsey favorite, as conference
speaker. Then came the farewell sermons on 22 July with nessages centered on these .
Scripture texts: at the morning service:

JEHOVAH hath done great things for us, Whersof we are glad.

(Psaln 126:3) and
OH fear Jehovah, ye his saints; For there is no want to then
that fear him. (Psalm 34:9);
and at evening worship:
HOW tc him that is able to establish you according to my
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according %o
the revelation of the mystery which hath been kept in
sllence through times eternal, but now is manifested, and
by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the com—
nandment of the eternal God, is made known unto all the
nations unto obedience of faith: to the only wise God,
through Jesus Chrigt, to whom be the glory for ever. Amen.
(Romans 16:25-27)
On Monday, 23 July, a farewell was held at the Monsey Fire Hall.
The truth of the lack of want to those who fear Jehovah became very apparent to
the congregation when on the first Sunday without a pastor amnouncement was nade
that Mr. Edson T. Lewis, Jr., recent graduate of Calvin Seminary and recipient of
our third call, had made Monsey his choice. After successful examination by Clasgis

Hackensack on 18 September, Mr. Lewis and his wife arrived in Monsey. His ordination

as a ninister and installation as pastor of this church occurred on 20 September 1956,
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the Revs. Clarence Vos, our counsellor, from Paterson, N. J., Dick Van Halsena,
John Meeter, and other nministers taking part. Ihaugural sermons were preached
the following Lordls Day with the source of the messages being: norning worghip:
FOR I make known to you, brethren, as touching the gospel
which was preached by me, that it is not after men. For
neither 4id I receive it from man, nor was I taught it,
but it came to me through revelation of Jesus Christ. (€al. 1:11,12);
svening worship:
BLESSED be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to his great mercy begat us again untc a living
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
unto an inhsritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you. (I Peter 1:3,4)
Thus the congregation began its fifth year of reorgenized life with a new
pastor. Throuzh the exchange of get-acquainted calls and the regular routine of

church activities pastor and people gradunlly merged in their common task in the

conrunity of Monsey.

Other Items of Interest:

One matter that had been held in abeyance until the arrival of the new pastor

wase the question of wopen nmerbers voting at congregational reetings. This practice

was sanctioned by consrogational vois on 2 November 19563 and since that date both
nen and womon have exerciscd the suffrage right at the business meetings of the
Monsey church, whereas before this vobting was done only by the men.

The year 1956 was nmarked also by preparation for the CRC Centennial in 1557

by appointment of a Centennial Conuittee, placement of o serieg of articles in the
news sheet, and participation in the extensive promotional program.

Teward the end of the calendar ysar Rev. and Mrs, Lewis made these_comments by

way of the 23 December Weekly 8slendar and Announcementss
WE have been with you such a short tine, and yet the days have been
rich ones for us...The Lord, we can plainly see, was busy, very busy,
in Monsey before we came. We can see it in the gratitude with which
you accept new opportunities to serve, in the love for one another, and
in the kindness you have shown us. May the Lord give us grace...to grow...



ROGULAR ACTIVITIES 1957
Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on special days
Preaching: sermons included series on Heidelberg Catechism; Disciplines; Centennial
Sermons recorded on tape
Sacraments: Baptism as recuested; Lord's Supper b1wmonthly
Music: orgasnist Hancy Steepsma z
Ushers Head, Richard Steensma
Fursery provided during morning service
‘Weekly worship folders and weekly calendar and announcements sheets

Sunday School 9:30 AM year around; 2 yr to adult; Superintendent Edson T. Lewis, Jr.
Note: staff meetings, teacher training filmstrips, S5 pienic, Cﬂr1stmas program

Instruction Classes for adults, teen-agers, children; RTRI

Societies: MC, YMWG, Men's Society. Teen Club, Choir reorganized (ﬁrank Muus)

Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons; family visibting, pastoral calls;
committees (including long-range, community welcome, social activities); Wednesday
evening study-prayer meetings (new); promotion of Banner, BGH, FA; elders' district
meetings after evening service on preparatory Sunday; Fellowship Nights; distribution
denominational Home Misgsion Bd TEE WAY in community; congregational meetings; church
picnic; outdoor bulletin board. tracts; CBR, library

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES 1957
5th Faster sunrise service
9th TVBS 8-19 July; 131 enrolled; series of training meetings preceding
6th MCMC 30 Jul-2 sug; Dr. Leonard dreenway "This Is the Life®; pre—conference
invitations and prayer sessions during conference

OTHER ACTIVITIES Or EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1957
Principles of Hvangelism adopted by congresgation
Christian Reformed Church Centennial
Thanksgiving program: choir, film
- Christmas caroling by choir at Rockland State Hospital
Teen Club candlelight service at Christmas
014 Year's Fellowship

COUNCIL 1957
Pastor: Edson 7. Lewis, Jr. :
Elders: Harry A. Aufiero (Clerk Jgn-Jun); Richard Dykstra, Sr., James A. ‘Quackenbush
{Clerk Jun-Dec), J. Hamilton Scott (Vice-president)
Deacons: W. Howard Eornsby, Herbert Shuart, Jack Stienstra {Comptroller), Howard Tousley

MEMBFROEIP CHANGES 1957

Baptisms:
25 May Joan Marie Lewis born 27 Apr 1957
7 Jul Randall Keith Mgpes 31 May 1957
4 Amng Cheryl Lynn Stienstra 8 Jul 1957
20 Oct John Leonard Goedegsbuure 5 O¢t 1957

Transfers from Other Churches:
Rev. Edson T. and Joanne Lewis from Calvin CRC, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Charles and Elizabeth Rakker from Sussex, H. J. CRC
baptized children Jerry Charles (born 10 Dec 1948), Theresa Eligzabeth (19 Jun 1950),
Henry Fred (3 Dec 1951), Charles Jr. (18 May 1953)
Cornelis and Henrina Klink from Gereformeerde Kerk, Netherlands
baptized daughters Masike (born 21 Wov 1951), Adriana (5 Feb 1954)
Transfers to Other Churches:
Tien Wei Wu to Baptist Church, Philadelphia
Harry A. Aufiero family to Union Congregational Church, Tuckahoe, u. Y.
to be pastor of Disciples of Christ Church, Bronx, H. Y.



FINANCES 1957
Budget adopted for year: $12,910.00
Regular Offerings: General, Benevolence, Community Evangellsm, Debt Reductlon Funds
Special offerings and donations
"Needs of Today" Campaign envelopes for Calvin College and Seminary

 Subsidy received: $2,026.66

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 1957
Custodian: Volunteers Otis F. and Sarah Mapes, James A. QuAackenbush
Cemetery care A :
Hote: minor repairs on Sunday School building for RCCS winter use

: ROCKLAND COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1957
In September opening of fifth year
Teachers: Mrs. Richard :-Steensma and Miss M. Louise Crawford
- Music program initiated under Mr. James Stabile in January 1958
Christian School Mothers' Guild
January 1958 some building materials acquired; building plans to town board

The beginnings of Monsey Church go back to 1825 when it was one of
the True Reformed Protestznt Dutch Churches of Classis Hackensack.
In 1857 the Christian Reformed Church was born, and in 1890 Classis
Hackensack Jjoined the Christian Reformed Church,
After a varied history since that time Monsey Church was rebern in 1952
S50 its present life is measured in terms of that date, though its
earliest beginnings predate the orlgln of the denomination o6f which it
is a member. »
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Chrigstian Reformed Church Centennial

.

Perhaps the outstanding feature of 1957 wasfﬁéxticipation in the denomination's
observance of Centennial Year under the theme, "God's Favor Is Our Challenge". TFor
many mounths the groundwork had been lald by a central Centennial office in providing
information, printed materials, procranm of events—all geared to a recognition of
God's great favor %o our church in the past and to the resulting great challenge
its members face in confronting the world with the Good Hews.

24 February Weekly Calendar and Announcements:

A great deal of work has been done by the Synodical Centennial
Committee in preparation for the 13 weeks to come. It would
be nost unfortunate if the local churches now failed to carry
the work forward. The lasting impact of the Centennial cele-
bration will neot be made 2t the national level, but at the
corner church. The success of the celebration depends in a
very real way upon youl

A thirteen week period (3 March——26 May) had been set aside for concentrated
cophasis and a series of pertinent serrons, accompanied by appropriately designed
bulletins and related handbills for distribution in the coimunity. Each of these
circulars carried a message in line with the thought of the day's sermon and in-
formation about the Back—tofod Hour and the local church program. The sermons pre—
sented the basic truths of historic Christianity as the central message of the
Christian Reforned Church.

Also: a centennial sign was placed on the church building; a centennial display
was prepared by the Teen Club; centennial napkins, placemats, and seals were solds
newspaper articles were arranged; some of the socletieg purchased prepared sight—
gound projects. For twenty-Tive weeks members had been asked to lay away offerings
for a gpecial offering on Centennial Sunday, 7 April, to be used for the erection of
a Centennial Memorial Seminary building, There were also a Centennial Rally,
special Back-to—God Hour broadcasts, Centennial Pageant "Upon This Rock" given in
Paterson, and a Centennial Menmorial Book. And, not to be forgotten, there was the

book, I Will Build My Church by Thea B. Van Halsems, a story of the church of
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Jesus Christ beginning at Pentecost, with special attention to the branch called

Christian Reformed. =~

11 August 1957 Weekly Calendar and Annocuncenents:

THE year 1957 is Centennial Year for the Chrigtian Reformed
churches throughout the United States and Canada. You will
never have a better opportunity to tell others how God's
gracc challenges human froilty than simply to tell the
story of our church's 100 years. Years of blessing they have
certainly been. The unfailing mercy and longsuffering of God
have provided the church with steady growth, doctrinal sta-—
bility. expanding oprorfunities to witness. You ought to
tell others what God has been doing in order that they,
with you, may glorify His most holy nane.

Principles of Evangelisnm

Very young in the light of its fifth reorganized year and yet much older in
origin than even 1ts parent denomination, Monsey Church stood in the limelight of a
100—ycar celebration. ZBEarly in that same year "Principles of Evangelisn" were
drawn up and presented to the congregation for adoption.

2 February 1957 letter from pastor to congregation:

THE 'Principles of Evangelism'...demand your special attention.

After much deliberation the Consistory recommends to the con—

gregation that our ‘'evangelism progranm' assume the pattern out-

lined by these principles. The Consistory feels that the mani-

fold blessings of God showered upon this congregation in the

past few years rcecuire that we take this step to greater service

for the King of our lives.
én 13 March a "yes" vote sot in motion a community canvass. Later a Welcone
Connittee was appointed to call on visitors to the church services. Then, t00,

an infornal study-prayer necting was begun on Wednesday evenings as an aid to

witnessing.

Othcr Itens

There were further changes during the year in the order of worship with news

sheet connentary toward inprovenent of more meaningful worship.

The DVBS this ycar was preceded by weekly staff neetings for study and
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prepearation for effective teaching.
The Midsurmmer Conference was again a big even%% with Dr. Leonard Wreenway
speaking on "This Is the Life'. N
Scveral opportunities were given by neighboring churches for attending the

Billy Grahan Crusade in New York City by chartered bus. Many of Monsey's members

took advantage.

In view of Centennial Year: the following was accepted as Centennial Hymn

and included as No. 486 in the Centennial Fdition of the Psalter Hyrmal:

0 Lord, bencath Thy guiding hand
Our fathers! fathers formed our creed,
Brought prayer and psaln to this fair land
And werc supplied in every need.

Belief in Thy sustaining power

Restorced their hearts in days of fear;
Thy grace and glory, hour by hour,

Gave hope and blessing through each year.

In every part of life the light
Of knowledze shines, at home, abroad.
May covenant children, taught the right,
Tell others of their sovereign God.

Thy Nawme, O Lord, still leads, still draws;
That Namne we sing with ardent voice,

That thousands nore may know Thy laws
And in Thy saving cross rejoice.

(Words by Marie J. Post
Music by Adrian Hartog)



REGUL AR ACTIVITIES 1958

Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on special days

Preaching: included series of sermons on 1958 Resolu tions (Fellowship, Word Study,
Compassion for Lost, Persistent Prayer, Sacrifice of Self); Heidelberg Catechism;
Church of Jesus Christ; ABC's of Prayer; Gospel for Personal Criges; Great Religions
Sermons recorded on tabe :

‘Sacraments: Baptism as requested; Lord's Supper bl—monthly

Music: Organlst Nancy Steensma

Ushers: Head, J. Hamilton Scott

" Nursery care during morning service
Weekly worship folders with occasional inserts containing notes to ass1st in meaningful

worship; also weekly calendar and announcements with feature of prayer requests listed

Sunday School 9:39 AM year around; 2 yr to adult; Superintendent Edson T. Lewis, Jr.
Note: staff meetlngs, teacher tralnlng program (course in OT History), flannclgraphs
cataloged and filed, SS picnic, Christmas program

Instruction Classes for adults; catechism; RTRI (in Sept 32 students in grades 1-—6; bus)

Societies: MC, YMWG, Men's Society. Jr and Sr Teen Clubs, YP Fellowship (new in Fall),
MCC, Choir (Marilynn Dykstra)

Other: Meetings of council, elders, degcons; family visiting; pastoral calls; elders!
district meetings after evening service on preparatory Sunday; Wed evening prayer-
study meetings; menthly Friendship Nights; promotion of Banney BGH, FA; distribution
of THE WAY in community mailings; committees (including social activities); congre-—
gational meetings; tract rack; outdoor bulletin board; CBR

AXWUAL ACTIVITIES 1958
6th Easter sunrise service
10th DVBS 7-18 Jul (about 100 pupils)
7th MCMC 11-15 Aug; Dr. Dick L. Van Halsema "God Has the Answer"; pre-—conference
visiting program; prayer meetings -

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR BVEWTS TO BE WOTED 1958
Arrival of two more immigrant families
Reformation Day Hymn Sing (YMWG)
Christmas caroling at Rockland State Hospital by choir
0ld Year's Fellowship

COUNCIL 1958
Pastor: Edson T. Lewis, Jr.
Elders: John Kamp (Vice-president), Otis F. Mapes, James A. Quackenbush (Clerk),
Richard Steensma '
Deacons: Allen Dykstra, Tunis Dykstra, Herbert Shuart, Howard Tousley,
Comptroller: Jack Stienstra

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 1958

Baptismss
9 Feb Garry Gerald Bakker Tborn 1 Dec 1957
1 Jun Mark Edson Lewig 9 May 1958
14 Sep Scott Allen Dykstra 11 sug 1958
23 Nov John Daniel Quackenbush 5 Wov 1958

Re—-affirmation of Faith:
19 Mar Mrs. Fred (Fernande) Dykstra from Germonds Presbyterian Church
(Deligny) (merriage 36 Nov 1957 Monsey CRC)
Transfers from Other Churches:

Antonie and Dregina Van Driel from Gereformeerde Kerk, Brielle, Netherlands
baptized children Wilhelmina (born 9 May 1952), Izak Jan (9 Jun 1953),
Jacoba Clazing (18 aug 1954), Cornelis (12 Nov 1957)

Hermanus and Maria de Bruyn from Gereformeerde Kerk, Brielle, Netherlands
baptized son Hans

One resignation



FIKANCES 1958
Budget adopted for year: $12, 361 00 on basis of tithing
- Begular Offerings: General, Cormunity &vangelism, Begevolence, Debt Reénctlon Fun&s

. .Bpecial offerings and donations

- Galvin College and Seminary envelo@es
Subsidy received: $2,110.00

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 1958
Custodian: Jack Stienstra

Cemetery care
hote' clean—up day at church; church basement palnted by Otis F. and Sarah Mapes

. ’ ROC(LAfD COUNTY CHRISTIﬂN SCHOOL 1958
Slath year opened in September (36 finished year in Junme, 1959) v
Teachers: M. Louise Crawford and Katherine Hunt

Christian Home and School Society (PTA) organized in October

honsey, H. Y. CRC velongs with these twenty-three cther congregétiOﬁs
(1962) to Classis Hackensack which corvenes three times a year. . The
Florida churches have .joined the group within the past seven years.

Bradenton, Florida Patergon, Hew Jersey IIL
Clifton, Hew Jersey, Richfield Philadelphis, Pennsylvania
Englewood, Wew Jersey Pompton Plains, New Jersey
Jamaics, New York, Chinese Preakness, New Jersey
Lake Worth, Florida S5t. Petersburg. ¥Florida
Lodi, Hew Jersey Sussex, New Jersey .

Miami, Florida Terra Cela, North Carolina
Fewton, New dJersey : . Wanamassa, New Jersey
Passaic, New Jersey, Northside West Sayville, New York
Passaic, New Jersey, Summer St. Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Patereon, New Jersey, Bethel Franklin Lakes. New Jersey

Paterson, Wew Jersey., Madison Av.

Te complete the picture of the CRC's in the PBast there are also
the churches of Classis Hudson:

East Palmyra, New York Paterson, MNew Jergey II

Framinghen, Massachuselts Paterson, New Jersey IV

Goshen, Few York Paterson, New Jersey FProspect Park
Hoboken, New Jersey Ridgewood, New Jersey

Midland Park. New Jersey Rochester, New York

Midland Park, W Jdo, Irving Park Washington, D. C.

New York City, Manhattan Whitinsville, Massachusetts, Fairlawn
Horth Haledon, hew Jersey Whitinsville, Massachusetts, Pleasant St.
Paramis, New Jersey Wyckoff, New Jersey, Calvin

Paterson, New dJersey I
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Teacher Training Progran

The Sunday School teachers and others had,afﬁoﬁderful opportunity to add to
their own knowledge and build up their teaching reéertoire by the offer of a
course in 0ld Testament History beginning 28 January. The class was led by the
pastor who spent much time and energy in research for his class presentations and

the materials given out for home study.

Married Couples!Club

Recognizing the desirability of an instruction and discussion group to
deal with marriage and the home in the licht of Scripture., Rev. Lewis made availa—
ble an opportunity dedicatced to the strengthening of the Christian home. On 14
March 1958 interested members net for the first time. Since then much knowledge
and meny blessings have accrued from the consideration of the purpose of narriage,
the role of the partners in marriage, psychology of child developuent, discipline
in the home, sex education, religious training in the home. The monthly mectings
arc held in the homes of the participants. This group has more recently been

naned Fanily Life Discussion Group.

Two More ILumicrant Fanilies

A second and third Dutch immigrant family were welconed into the fellowship
of Monsey Church during 1958. The Van Driel's came with four small children and
wholeheartedly set themselves to adjust to their new environment. The sudden death
of one of their children the next year stunned them and the co.cunity. Because of
fanily persuasion they finally ended a period of indecision by returning in February
1961 to their native land~-also with four children, for the Lord had blessed then
with another child.

The Hermen de Bruyn's came with one grown son. The attraction of better
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enployment drew theri to live in Paterson, New Jersey.

.

Worship and Prayer

Much stress was laid again upon an atnosphere of reverence and worship in
the sanctuary. And repeated invitations were extended for partaking in the

blessings of the weekly prayer meetings.

Daily Vacation Bible School and Midsumner Conference

In spite of sickmness, the average DVBS attendance per day for the two weeks
was between 90 and 95 students; and the church was well filled with parents and
friends who came %o the closing progran.

The 1958 Conference has been the last one held during the sumner. There
were the usual pre-conierence invitation program and prayer neetings. Dr. D. L.
Van Halsema, former pastor, delivered the messages. Later Conferences have been

held during Spring and Fall.

Younes Peovies’® Fellowship

In October pians were under way for the establishnent of youth night for
Junior and Senior High School students.

26 October WeeXly Calendar and Announcenents:

AT each neeting the <unior and Senior High groups will neet
together 1or gart of the evening (business, choir, refresh-—
ments) and then separately for instruction from God's Word...
A special Recreaticn Comnnittee will arrange regular outings,
field trips, partvies, ete. for the young people.

The Biblical instruction given at these meetings served as catechetical training

for the young people who attended.



REGULAR ACTIVITIES 1959

Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on special days

Preaching: sermons included series on Christian Life (Giving, Hospitality, sible
Study); Heidelberg Catechism; Minor Prophets; John Cglvin Anmiversary; I Corinthians

Sacraments: Bavtism as requesteﬁ‘ Lord's Supper bi-monthly

Music: Organist Nancy Steensma =

Ushers: Head, Otis F. Mapes

Fursery care during morning service

Weekly worship folders; and weekly colendar and announcements sheets

Sunday School 9:30 AM year around; age 2-adult; Superintendent Edson T. Lewis, Jr.
Note: staff meetings, SS picnic, reorganization in Fall; Christmas program

Instruction Classes: adult instruction; catechism: concentrated program in Fall;

RTRI (Jan-Jun); bus (discontinued due to difficulties in teaching and transportation
with idea of renewed emphasis on SS and catechism)

Societies: MC, YMWG, YP Fellowship, MCC, Choir (discontinued during year); New: "Our
Gang" youth group {grades 4, 5, 6)

Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons; family visiting, pastoral calls; coimittees
(including coordinating committee with RCCS); Wed evening study-prayer msetings (dis—
continued during year); elders' district meetings (discontinued during year); Friend—
ship Eours; promotion of Banner, BGH, FA; participation in BGE listener campaign in
October; distributimof THEE WAY in community mailings; tracts; outdoor bulletin
board; congregational meetings; CBR

ANFUAL ACTIVITIES 1959
7th Faster sunrise service
11th DVBS 29 Jun-1( Jul (over 1C0 children enrolled); publicized in Memorial Day parade

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NHOTED 1959
Meeting of Clagsis Hackensack at Monsey CRC in May
450th John Calvin Amniversary
Denominational publication of Centennial Psalter Hymnal in September
Reorganization of Sunday School in September
Member delegation to visit Queens CRC, Jamaica., New York in November

COUNCIL 1959
Pastor: Bdson T. Lewisg, Jr.
Elders: John Kamp, James A, Quackenbush (Clerk) J. Hamilton Scott, Ricﬁrgteensma (Vice-

president) ‘
Deacons: William Conklin, Allen Dykstra (Comptroller), Tunis Dykstra, Herbert Shuart

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 1959

Baptisms:

8 Mar Deborah Jean Shuart born 19 Jan 1959
19 Apr Susan Joan Areford 6 Mar 1959
1C May Todd Calvin Lewis 16 Apr 1959
24 May Bart Allen Dykstra 25 Apr 1959

7 Jun Diane Gail Stienstrs 12 Apr 195G

Professions of Fgith:
8 Feb Linda Lee Englishman
8 Feb Kathleen Elgine Steensma:
8 Fedb Nancy Jacqueline Steensma
22 Feb Lee Conklin
22 Feb Clinton Hunt
22 Feb Phyllis Xamp
8 Mar Francis L. Kearsing
baptized children Francis L. Jr. (born 23 May 1954), Kathleen Ann (1 Jul 1955)
17 May Joseph P. Slamen



Transfers from Other Churches:
John and EHelen Hoogstrz from Preakness, ¥. J. CRC | .
Robert A. and Anita Koogstra from West Sayville, ﬁv Y CRC
baptized son Robert Arthur - .
Transfers to Other Churches:
_John Xemp family to Presbyterian Church, Goshen, HN. Y.
, heonaru Goedegebuure famlly to Goshen, N. ¥. CRC
Miss M. Louise Crawford to Miami, Florida CRC
Mrs. Robert (Katherine Hunt) Jrete to Flrst Presbyterian Church, Waco, Texas
(marriage 25 Jul 1959 at West Point)
Hermanue de Bruyn family to Paterson IV, §. J. CRC
Deaths: =
23 Har Carla {Jacoba) Van Driel, L& years
25 May Richard Dykstra., Sr., 70 years
22 Oct Mrs. Sarah Zell, 87 years

FINAWCES 1959
Budget adopted for year: ¢12 769. 60
Regular Offerings: Genersl, Benevolence, Community Evangelism (dzscontlnued in dJuly .
and replaced by offerings for RCCS), Debt Reduction Funds
Special offerings and donations
Calvin College and Seminary envelopes
Subsidy received: $2,250.00 ‘

PROPERTY MAIKTEWANCE 1959
Custodian: Herman de Bruyn '
Cemetery care
Note: painting of pews and floor in sanctuary; work bee at church

ROCKLAYD COURTY GHRESTI&N SCHOOL 1959.
Seventh year begun in Septenbery 34 pupils snrolled
Teachers: Bev. Donald Vititner and Mrs. Constance Pryce
Christian Home and School Soclety

Among our friends in the community who attend worship services
and participate with the congregation in various ways we greet:
Lauretta and Nancy Bell, the John Botbyl's, the Clinton Hunt's, Sr.,
Mrs. Charles Kearsing, the Calvin C. Quackenbush's, the John
Renken's, the Herbert Roscoe's
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John Calvin Anniversary

Another annivorsary——this time to renember the influence of Reformer John
Calvin on the development of the Christian Church.

5 July 1959 Weekly Calendar and Announcencnts

NINETEEY hundred fifty—nine nmarks the 450th anniversary of
the birth of John Calvin (July 1C, 1509) and the 40Cth
anniversary of the final edition of the Institutes of the
Christian Relizion, the epoch mazking book of the Reforma-~
tion. John Calvin was God's gift to the Church. The
tinisters of Classis Hackensack and Classis Hudson will
be preaching special sernons next Sunday (July 12) to re—
acguaint us with our rich heritage and the Scriptural
teachings brought to light by this nan of God. Zev. Lewis
is preaching z serics of three messages on btruths reenmpha—
sized by the Reformation.

Speecial bulletin folders were supplied for the occasion.
Another book cgme from the pen of Then B, Van Halsema for this occasion—

This Is John Calvin, written especially for young peosle, but enjoyed by young

and cld alike.

Dally Voeation Bible School

Special mark of the DVBS this year was its prominent float in the Monsey

Memorial Day parade.

Vigits to Manhattan and Jonaica Services

For the mutual interest and understanding among the churches and mission
projects involved, the Fastern Home Mission Board of the CRC drew up & schedule of
visits for representatives of the various CRC's in the area to attend worship scr—
vices at Manhattan (Haarlen) and Queens (Chinese) in Jamaica. Monsey Church is due
to have delegates at Quesns CRC during November of each yecar and at Manhattan CRC
during May. The first visitors from Monsey observed the Queens group in November

1959.
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Annual Review

.

A review of church activities for the year\éan best be found in the pastor's
report at the 16 November congregational meeting. He reported that during the
past year the following progranms had been discontinued: choir, prayer service,
elders! district meetings, Midsummer Conference, Released Time Religious Instruction,
Conmunity Evangelism Fund. He stated that there seemed to be indications that
elinination of these programs was due more to lack of appreciation and unwiilingness
to make use of these opportunities than to an overload for the small group in the
congregation.

As '"bright spots™ in the picture -he mentioned the improved Sunday Schoal

progran in effect since 1 October and the concentrated catechisnm program in progress. .

RBencvation of the Suniay School

This was the headline news for 1959. For months Superintendent Rev. Tew.:

and Assistant Superintendent Mrs. Allen Dykstra laid down on paper the details
of the formula for an improved Sunday School. The big Munveiling® came on 23
Sevptember 1959:

THIRTY-5IZ peovie attended the Sunday School Stafr Dinner held
Sept. 23, 1959, at the Delmonico Restaurant. A deliclious
neal of fried chicken was served to the group, and then Rev.
Herman Brauniin of the Hawthorne Gospel Tabernacie spoze 10
the group. He made a special point in his message of enmphasizing
the imporiance of the Sunday School for the whole family. A%
this dinner, the plans for the 'new look' at the Sunday School
of the Monsey Christian Reformed Church were unveiled for the
first tine.

The plans included: improvement of an enlarged staff, new award systoen:
new record-keeping systenm, a date in the calendar for Parents'® Night, a definite
nissions emphasis. distribution of a staff manual, new teaching aids, service of

dedication, quarterly publication of the MONSEY SPARK. The first issue of (hl:

neighborhood paper explained its purpose:
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THE first issus of the MONSEY SPARK initiates a new venture
for the Sunday School of the Monsey Christian Reforned Church.
The need of improving the lines of coumunication between the
coumnity and the Sundey Schocl has been known for a long
time. {The courmnity) needs the united ninistry of the
Church and the Sunday School as never before. The 'SPARK!'
epitonizes the new =zecal that the congregation has to sarve
its community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The 'SP4BK!
epitonizes ocur hope that the flame of zeal for Christ's
Kingdon will be coumunicated to many in the courumity. To
that noble end we dedicate this and the coning issues of the
MONSEY SPARK.

Thie worthwhile project suffered from lack of workers and not very nany

issues rolled from the presses.

Thot first MONSEY SPARX also contained a detailed report as to some of the

improvenents:

FIRST, concrete efforts are being made to inprove the gquality
of the gtaff...All are volunteors, sacrificing tine and effort
to do their task well. Tevertheless, a progran of teacher
certification is being set up which will eventually raise the
quality of instruction throughout the whole Sunday School...A
continucus serics of instructionsal meetings, films, ete., will
improve the staff.

Second, aore will be recuired of the pupil in terms of proupt
atiendance, nenory work, and bookwork...

Third, considerable improvement has been made in the organi-
zational structure of the Sunday School. There are L1 positions
on the staff...a nininum of 32 individuals is reguired...

Twelve differcnt forns are used to maintain couplete records...
Permanent, cumulative records of each pupil will be kept.

Fourth, new and irproved teaching aids are being introduced into
the Sunday School. This has involved considergble expense on
the part of thc congregation, but we feel that the iuproveuents
have been worth it.

Catechetical Instruction

Also in October concentrated effort was put on catechisn classes for
children., A ten-course curriculum was outlined and sent to parents with the
notice (22 October 1959):

CATECHETICAL troining is especially designed for those children
whose parents arc menmbers of the Monsey Christian Reformed
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Church. GCompletion of the 10 courses is‘designed to equip
the child for a public profession of faf%h, and full comnuni-
cant membership in the Monsey congregation.

A careful record will be kept of the children!s progress in his class,
and report cards will be sent to parents periodically to inform then
of that progress.

What did the report card of life at Monsey Church show as it entered an
eighth year? Only the Great Teacher knows—knows how each heart could sing with
John Calvin the words from his hymn included in the new edition of the Psalter
Hymnal published in September of this same year:

Thou art the King of nercy and of grace,
Reigning oumipotent in every place:

So come, O Xing, and our whole being sway,
Shine on us with the light of Thy pure day.

Our hope is in no other save in Thee,

Our faith is built upon Thy promise frees

Conme, give us peace, make us so strong and sure,
That we may conguerors be and ills endure.

(stanzas 2 and 5, No. 432
"I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art"
Centennial Edition Psalter Hynnal)



REGULAR ACTIVITIES 1960
Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on special days
Preaching: sermons included series on 1960 Goals (Assurance of Salvation, Forgiveness,
Giving); Heidelberg Catechism; Crossroads of Christian Life; Footprints to Calvary,
At Boundary of Blessing; Our National Purpose; The R@achlng Church
Sacraments: Baptism as requested; Lord's Supper bi-monthly
Music: Organists: Nancy Steensma (Jan-Jun); Trudy’ Everett and guests (Jul—Dec)
Occasional music by Men's Quartet
Ushers: Head, Garry Englishman
Nursery provided during morning service
Weekly worship folders and weekly calendar and announcements sheets
Sunday School 9:30 AM year around; 2 yr—adults; Superintendent Edson T. Lewis, Jr.
Note: staff meetings; periodic visits by staff to other SS; Parents' Night; planning
retreat at Stony Point, conventionette at Nanuet; TEACHE to all teachers-‘SS papers
mailed to absentees; Christmas program; Cradie ERell r°—a0t¢¢~tno prcV1oas yeu
Ingtruction Clases: catechisnm
Societies: MC, YMWG, MCC, "Our Gang" youth group (discontinued durihg year) B
Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons;.family visiting; pastoral chlls;
comnittees (including coordinating coumittee with RCCS), promotion of Banner,
BGH, F4; distribution of THE WAY in community mailings (discontinued during year);
use of Home Mission Board Evangelism Newsletter; Wed morning prayer meetings
beginning in October; outdoor bulletin board, tracts; congregational meetings; CBR

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES 196C
8th Easter sunrise service
12th DVBS 11-22 Jul; 76 enrolled with high percentage of perfect attendance

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 196C
Some members' attendance gt Fastern Music Conference, Paterson. N. J. in April
Dedication of 9C copies of Centennial Edition of Psalter Hymnal on 31 July
Fall Conference 16-23 Oct:; Rev. Albert 0ldham ™A New Life for You"; invitationsl
folders, daily communlty mailings, morning orayer meetings
Thanksgiving program: film

COUNCIL 1969
Pastor: Edson T. lewis, Jr.
Declined call to Champaign, Illino1s in Octdber
Elders: John Hoogstra, W. Howard Hornsby (Clerk), J. Hamilton Scott (Vice-president),
Richard Steensma
Deacons: William Conklin (to Florlda replaced by Antonie Van Driel); Allen Dykstra
(Comptroller), Fred Dykstra, Tunis Dykstra

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 1960

Baptisms:
3 Jan Fred Dykstra, Jr. born 14 Dec 1259
3 Apr David Adelbert Rose 26 Jan 1960
11 Sep Anthony Carle Van Driel 1 Sep 1960
6 Nov Cindy Letitia Areford 19 Oct 1960
18 Dec Joyce Gertrude Tousley 9 Jun 1959

Transfers from Other Churches:
Howard Henry Lewis from Rehoboth, New Mexico CRC
John Yff from Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church, E. Orange, N. &
Ulbe (Tick) and Minnie Faber from Calvary CRC Seattle, Wash.
baptized son Gerald (born 13 Jun 1957)



Transfers to Other Churches:
Mrs. Frances Pulis and children to First Reformed Ghurcn, Nyack, H. Y.
Bert and Mone Dennis to First Methodist Church, Los Alamos, New Mex1co
- William Conklin family to lake Worth, Florida CRC
Lapse of Membership
Robert D. Ridgway, address unlcnown at time.

FINANCES 1960

Budget adopted for year: $13,09C.76

Regular Offerings: General, Benevolence, Debt Reduction Funds

Special offerings and donations (including RCCS)

Calvin College and Seminary envelopes

Subsidy received: $2,300.0C

Note: Full quotas paid; payment completed on all note and debenture debt leaving only
denominational Home Mission Board debt; Church Activities Fund set up to take care
of funds of church organizations and special activities {except SS. MC, YMWG)

: ~ PB@PFRTY MAINT“PANGW 1960

-Custodian: Franeis Kearsing

Cenetery -care

- Hote: Sound equipment moved from qulet room to balcony; church basement painted by
-volunteers in October; new curtains downstairs by women

ROCKLAND COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOQL 1960
School ceased to operate after June; Board remained constituted

;Are;you acquainted-with the annual Yearbook of the Christian
Reformed Church? which is published shortly after the beginning
of each calendar year? It gives information agbout the congregations,
ministers, classes, boards and committees, Calvin College and
Seminary, home and foreign mission fields and missionaries,
evangelism fields and workers, related Christian institutions.,
publications, etc., of the church famlly in which we are brothers

- and sisters. :
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Sunday School

-~

The new Sunday School setup brought about séjeral innovations as the
plans unfolded from their blueprint stage of Octobef 1959.

The teachers werc furnished with quarterly copies of TEACH, an award—
winning nagazine written especially for Sunday School teachers.

Full staff neetings were scheduled quarterly with well-planned prograns
of inspiration, instruction, and business. 3Besides, departmcntal nmeetings
were called to discuss matters on the various age and grade levels.

The staff by rotation was given opportunity to visit other Sunday Schools,
substitutes taking over for those who went to observe.

A "first" was the Planning Retreat held at the Gilmor Sloane House,

Stony Point, on 11 June. The day was spent in evaluating past achievements
and weaknesses and then in determining consequent goals for the following year.

Each quarter a different nission field of the Christian Reformed Church
was selected for special attention. And much attention was given to the matter

of worship in the Sunday School.

Closing of Rockland County Christian School

The Rockland County Christian School had been in operation for seven years.
The Sunday School building behind the church had become a second classroon.
There had been the hyrm sings, dinners, and programs; open house and "graduation
exercises™; Mothers! Guild and later Christian Home and School Society; society
and board meetings; paper drives and bakery route; finance drives and sales.
A future school site had been purchased; building materials hegan to accumulate.

But problems of a two-room school accumulated, too. Notwithstanding the
efforts of the board and the church-school coordinating committee, the problems

seened too insurmountable to be overcome. And the school doors closed. Plans
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Sunday School

~

The new Sunday School setup brought about SEVGral innovations as the
plans unfolded from their blueprint stage of Octobef 1959.

The teachers werce furnished with quarterly covies of TBACH, an award-
winning nagarine written especially for Sunday School teachers.

Full staff neetings wers scheduled quarterly with well~planned programus
of inspiration, instruction, and business. Besides, departncntal neetings
were called to discuss matters on the various age and grade levels.

The staff by rotation was given oppertunity to visit other Sunday Schools,
substitutes taking ovor for those who went to observe.

A "Mirgt" was the Planning Retreat held at the Gilmor Sloane House,

Stony Point, on 11 June. The day was spent in evaluating past achievements
and weaknesses and then in determining consequent goals for the following year.

Each quarter a different nmission field of the Christian Reformed Church
was selected for speclial attention. And much attention was given to the matter

of worghip in the Sunday School.

Closing of Rockland County Christian School

The Rockland County Christian School had been in operation for seven years.
The Sunday School building behind the church had become a second classroon.
There had been the hymn sings, dinners, and programs; open house and fgraduation
exercises®; Mothers! Guild and later Christian Home and School Society; society
and board meetings; paper drives and bzkery route; finance drives and sales.
A future school site had been purchased; building materials hegan t0 accumulate.

But problems of a two-room school accumulated, too. Notwithstanding the
efforts of the board and the church-school coordinating committee, the problems

secned too insurmountable to be overcome. And the school doors closed. Plans
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to transport children to the schools of the Eagtern Consolidated School
Association in north Jersey did not materialize g}ther, and children were
anrolled in local public schools. A school board:reﬁained constituted and
the real estate held; but all furniture, books, and other physical properties

were disposed of.

Dedication of New Psalter Hymnals

A contribution to the worship of God in this church was made by the
gift of ninety copies of the Centennial Edition of the Psalter Hymnal,
presented to the church by member Otis M. Mapes. On 31 July they were dedi-—
cated at the nmorning worship service to the praise of God. Of special interest
to this congregation is Number 3 with the tune title "Monsey Chapel™ composed

by Dr. Dick L. Van Halsena.

Fall Conference

Because of the heat in summer and the vacations at that time of the year,
the decision wi.s pade to hold a conference at the beginning of the Fall activities
in place of the previously held Midsumner Conference. Rev. Albert W. Oldhan was
engaged as the speaker for 16-23 October and centered his messages around the
theme: "A New Life for You". Invitational folders were available for distribution
and daily mailings went oubt into the community during the conference. As rany
church families as possible were included in the schedule of affairs for the week.
"Sunday School Night" was a feature.
23 October Weekly Calendar and Announcenments:
THIS is the last day of our Fall Conference, the first that
we have had in Monsey. It has been a new and blessed ex—
perience for our congregation, and we are convinced that
the ninistry of Rev. Albert Oldhan among us this week has
amply demonstrated the wisdom of having him lead us in

this venture.

The conference was the occasion of calling women to morning prayer neetings
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before and during the conference. Although the present group is spall, there

is s83ill a nucleus that maintaine a weekly morniﬁg'prayer Zroup.

Note on Finance

Full cuotas were forwarded for the year. Payment was coupleted on
renaining note and debenture debts, leaving only the Home Mission Board

interest-frec loan to be repaid ($18,000 loaned for parsonage construction

and church remeodeling).



REGULAR ACTIVITIES 1961

Worship Services: morning and evening each Lord's Day; on special .days

Preaching: sermons included series on Heidelberg Catechism, Saints Who Conquered,
Christian Ministry, Siewardship :
Sermons recorded on tape .

Sacraments: Baptism as requested; Lord's Supper biwmonthly

Music: morning organist, Trudy BEverett; evening, Sarah Mapes
Occasional singing by youth choir (ﬁnne Tousley)

Ushers: Head, Garry Englishman
News; code for church etiquette and ushering

Nursery care during morning service

Weekly worship folders and announcement sheests until change to new doublefold
combined order of worship and news sheet with Mrs. Anne Lehmberg. editor and iyplst

Sunday School 9:30 AM year around; 2 yr—adults; Superintendent Mrs. Allen Dykstza
Note: staff meetings, Teach with Success correspondence course; planning retreat

at Botbyl home; Parent Night Week for home visits in Fagll; five teachers at
Community Teachers’ Training Institute in Midland Park, N. J.; attendance at
conventions; all offerings to miassions; Chrisimas program

Instruction Classes: calechisnm

Societies: MC. YMWG, MCC, Youth Cheir '

Other: Meetings of council, elders, deacons; family visiting; pastoral calls;
promotion of Banner, BGH, FA; commitiees (1nclud1ng stewardship); weekly prayer
meetings in morning; congregational meetings; Fellowship Hour (Sunday evenmngs}
replaced by family night (Friday evenings) later in year; outdoor bulletin board
tractg; CBR

AWNNUAL ACTIVITIES 1961
gth Easter sunrise service
13th DVBS 10-21 Jul: first adult sessions

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1961
Visitors from Monsey CRC to Manhattan CRC, New York City in May
Spring Conference 19-26 Mar; Rev. John Sanderson "Seven Last Words from Cross™;
pre-conference fellowship dinner, prayer meetings each morning '
In Oct invitation to Monsey CRC to have Summer Workshop in Migsions team fo*lc ivg summer
Visitors from Monsey CRC to Queens GRC % in November
Every Member Stewardship Campaign
Christmas tree in church replaced by nativity scene outdoors

COUNCIL 1961
Pastor: Edson T. Lewis, Jr.
Elders: John Heogstva, W. anard Hornsby (Clerk), James A. Quackenbush, ¥. Hamij *cr Ssoby
: (Vice-preci<ent)
Deacons: Fred Dyksitr-a, Sterling Pitt, Jack Stienstra (Comptroller), Antonie Van T :el
(left for Netherlands, replaced by Edward Campbell)

. MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 1961

Baptiems:
8 Jan Jill Rene Lewis born 20 Dec 1960
6 Aug Earl Dyketira 28 Jul 1961

Transfer from Other Churchs
John and Elsie Vanfer Plioeg from Sussex, N. J. CRC
baptized children Kornelis Henry (born 10 Oet 1957), Mary Sue (4 Sep 1959)



Transfers to Other Churches:
Antonie Van Driel family to Netherlands '
Cornelis Klink family to Presbyterian Church, Rye. N Y. :
Richard Steensma family to Irving Park CRC, Midland Park, . d.
Nancy Steensma to Calvin CRC, Grand Rapids, Mich. .
John Yff to Miami, Florida CRC

.Robert Hoogstra family to Irving Park CRC, Midland Park, b. J.

: FINANCES 1961
Budget adopted for year: $14,221.80 ‘
Regular Offerings: General, Benevolence, Debt Reduction Funds
Special offerings and donations
Calvin College and Seminary envelopes
Offerings for RCCS discontinued, since no longer needed
Subsidy received: $2,500.00 .
Wote: Full quota payments and also annual portion of Home Mission Board debt paid;
adoption of new stewardship program far following year

, e
. . PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 1961
Custodian: J. Milton Scott

Cemetery care
Note: redecoration of Fellowship Hall (YMWG), pastor's study moved from parsonage to

church

The Board of Home Missions of the CRC administers three different
volunteer programs: long-—term volunteer program, teacher volunteer
program, and summer volunteer program. The summer program is called
Summer Workshop in Missions (SWIM) and "is designed to acquaint young
people with the glorious challenge of witnessing for the Lord, to show
them the joy of spreading the gospel, and to inspire them to dedicate
their lives to full-time service. 'He that winneth souls is wise.'!
SWIM aims to provide urgently-needed workers for the church during
Summer when Vacation Bible Schools, surveys and other evangelistic
programs are conducted. ‘

"SWIM can, with God's blessings, revitalize our churches through
young people's participation in mission work., It will stimulate
evangelism by providing our churches with arnucleus of trained young
people. SWIM will revive interest in the doctrines of their church,
strengthen their faith and show them the blessedness of g Christian life.

USWIM brings home to our young people the great need of a world
lost in sin in the hope it will arouse & burning desire to win people
for Christ."
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Sunday School

Note is taken of further development of the %ﬁ;@ay School prograi.

"Teach with Success" was offered as a correspondence course to teachers and
others interested. Althouch only ten percent of those who began actually
reachedthe last lesson of the courses, it was a good step in the direction of
in~gervice fraining for the staff.

Cne of the significant changes was the handling of funds in connection
with Sunday School. The church took over all Sunday School expenses, so that
the offerings could all be channeled into missions and the children be taught
the inportance of giving to others. During the Januvary-March guarter the
offerings went to the Arabic Broadcasts of the Back-~to—God Hour and the Indian
Field (Wew Mexico) Fmergency Fund; april-June: Nigeria; July-September: Ceylon;
October—December: Back-to~God Hour and Home Missions.

A Planning Retreat was held agéin. For the accommedation of the staff it
net two evenings at the John Botbyl home in Monsey on 28 and 29 June.

A Parent Night Week was dedicated to calling on the homes of new pupils
in the Fall.

Also in the Fall five teachers took advantage of the Community Teachers!
Training Institute at Midland,Pérk, New Jersey, which featured a series of six

weekly sessions taught by leading Sunday School consultants.

Belegic Confession Anniversary

1961 was the LOOth anniversary year of the Belgic Confession, one of the
doctrinal standards of the CRC. Special series of articles were featured in
The Banner. Another contribution was made by Thea B. Van Halsema in her first-
bine~told—in—English story of Guido De Bres, author of the Belgic Confession,

published in booklet form under the title Glorious Heretic.
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New Bulleting

1961 saw the change from the separate order ‘of worship folders and weckly
calendar and announcenents to the new double fold combinstion of the two, with

Mrs. Anne Lehuberg as editor and typist,

Spring Conference

At the time of the Fall Conference 1960 it was decided to have a Spring
Conference also. Rev. John Sanderson came as the speaker from 19-26 March,
with nessages on the "Seven Last Words from the Cross', touching on some of the
deeper inplications of the Christian life. Prayer cards were distributed for
use throughout the conference, a prayer group met each morning during the con—
ference, a pre-conference supper was held on Saturday berore the conference week,

and the congregation again was active on "service committees!.,

Adult DVBS Segsions

During the week following the regular DVBS session, a four-evening adult

gcourse was held.

Fanily Night

In the Fall the council, in an effort to provide improved opportunities
for congregational fellowship, set aside the first Friday evening of each month
as Fanily Night as a substitute for the former Sunday evening Fellowship Hour.
This practice was on trial for several months, but attendance d4id not warrant

the continuance of Fanily Night,

SWIM Invitation

Because of the Surmer Workshop in Missions program in Monsey in 1962, mention
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is herc made of this announcenent in the 29 October 1961 Newsheet:

SPECIAL Notice: Our congregation has been invited to have a
SWIM tean here in Monscy next summer. A response to the in-
vitation nust be given by November 15, 1961. Reaching the
decision will requirc thought, discussion, and prayer...
fron each of us!

Contact with SWIM for the congregation occurred during the summer of this
year when norning organist, Trudy Everett, went to St. Petersburg, Florida with

the SWIM teanm from the East.

Stewardship Progran

Mogt proninent feature of late 1961 was the Every Member Stewardship
Progran directed by a Stewardship Committee. The heart of the program centered
in thisg definition of stewardship:

CHRISTIAN Stewardship is the practice of sgystematic and
proportionate giving of tine, abilities, and nmaterial
possessions basced on the conviction that these are a
trust from God, to be used in His service for the benefit
of all mankind in grateful acknowledgment of Christ's
redeening love.

At a congregationsl meeting on 14 November the congregation endorsed the proposed
stewardship enlistment campaign and the program for 1962 under six headings: OGur
World Misgsion, Our Pastoral Ministry, Our Worship and Service, Our Christian
Education, Cur Finances, Our Church Home. A great deal of study, comnittee work,
pronction of the progran culuinated in Stewardship Sunday, 10 Dscember.

3 December 1961 Newshect:

THIS is to be 2 busy week for the 'Visitors' of the Stewardship
Enlistment Campaign. Their first troining session will be
held today, and a second one is scheduled for Friday evening.
Also visitors will be studying materials, and meking turn-—over
charts for use in their calls...If all our comnitments total $277.00
per week, then the program for 1962 will be met. Consider your share
prayerfully so that the visitors can rececive a well-considered com—
mitnent from you when they visit your home on STEVARD SHIP SUNDAY.

We are thankful that Mrs. Anne Lehmberg has accepted the
appointment as the FINANCIAL SECRETARY of the church. Mrs.
Lehmberg already serves as NEWSHEET EDITOR, and it is there—
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fore with special gratitude to God that we noite her
willingness to take on this additional work for the church.

~

A letter from Allen Dykstra, chairman of thé?Stewardship Enlistment
Campaign, dated 2 Decenber read in part:

ON the afternoon of STEVARDSHIP SUNDAY, two visitors from
the church will c~1l at your home to personally acguaint
you with the Program for 1962 and secure your comnitments
("ledges")...One of our goals...is to encourage all our
neobers and fricnds to make a definite counmitnent to the
Progran of the Church for 1962. Ve have never sought such
comnitments boefore...

On 17 December dedication to the Progrem took place at the norning service.

After the campaign came this report on the 24 December Newsheet:
THE Stewardship Enlistnent Campaign turned out to be a

great success. (The total so far) represents a remarka—

ble increase over our past performance...We have there-

fore set ourselves to a high goal for 1962. Not only

will we reguest no denominctional subsidy next year...

but we will be able to dc things in 1962 which we could

not do this year even though we received subsidy...

Along with the Stewardship Program came the reorganization of coumittecs,

with each of six council nmembers in charge of each major committee for 1962.

Note on Finance

Again this year full quota payments were made and also the annual share of

Home Mission Board debt.

Nativity Scene

The year drew to a close with another attenpt to witness to the coumunity
when a nativity scene on the church lawn replaced the traditional Christmas tree

which frequently decorated the church interior.



BREGULAR ACTIVITIES 1962
Worship Services: each Lord's Day morning and evening; also on special days
Preaching: sermons included series on 1963 Program_(Our World Mission, Our Pastoral
Ministry, Our Worship and Service, Christian Education, Our Church Home);
Disciplines of the Cross; Epistle to aalatlans Lord.from Heaven; Missions;
Heidelberg Catechism (evenlngs) :
Sermons recorded on tape
Sacraments: Baptism as requested; Lord's Supper bl—monthly
Music: morning organist Trudy Everett; evening, Sarah Mgpes .
Hymn sings, beginning June, before first Sunday evening service of month
Occasional music by octet
Ushers: Head,Otis F. Mapes
¥ursery care during morning service
Weekly bulletins
Sunday School 9:30 AM year around; 2 yr—adults; Superintendent John Vander Ploeg
Note: staffy Visiting Week; plarning retreat at Hornsby's; partial support of
missionary-teacher Peter Bulthuis in Nigeria beginning in Apr; Christmas program
Instruction Classes: catechism '
Societies: MC, YMWG, Men's Society (Spring), MCC (Family Life Discussion Group)
Other: Meetings of council, ealders, deacons; family visiting, pastoral calls;
weekly morning study and prayer meetings; promotion of Banner, BGH, FA; also
Quarterly Prayer Guides (Home and Foreign MlSSlOﬂS)' congregational meetings;
family nights (to June); outdoor bulletin board:; tract rack, "tract for week'
distributed after worship services; library recataloged and reopened; monthly
visits to Rockland State Hospital by YMIG; (BR

ANTUAL ACTIVITIES 1962
10the Egster sunrise service
14th DVBS 9-20 Jul; SWiMers on staff

OTHER ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS TO BE NOTED 1962
New Stewardship Program in operation ’
Clothing drive for Kores
TMWG began monthly visits to Rockland State Hospital
Spiritual retreat for men 13, 14 Apr at Warwick Estates
Representatives to Bastern Music Conference, Paterson, H. J.
Representatives to Manhattan CRC in May ¢
Summer Workshop in Missions team for 5 weeks 23 Jun—29° Jul; church fellowship dinner
for welcome and church picnic at Ringwood Manor as farewell
Library reopened
10th anniversary program of Monsey reorganized church (1952-1962) on 26 Sept
Program by "Aunt Betty" Worrall of Child Evangelism Fellowship on 28 Sept

COUNCIL 1962

Pastor: Edson T. Lewis,. Jr.

Declined call as missionary for northcentral Iowa at Ames, la. in May

Declined call as home missionary to Navgho Indians, Denver, Golorado in July
Elders: John Hoogstra {(Vice-president), W. Howard Hornsby (Clerk), James A. Quackenbush
Deacons: Fred Dykstra, Jack Stienstra (resigned, replaced by Otis M. Mapes),

Sterling Pitt (resigned, replaced by Marvin Poutsma)
Comptroller: Edward Campbell



MEMBERSHIP CEANGES 1662 ¢

Bapt isms: x
© 1 Apr Lori Ann Stienstra ~boran 19 Jan 1962A
8 Apr Gerald Edwin Dykstra 15 Feb 1962 .. . ..
22 Apr Deborah Lynn Davis * 26 Oct 1954 L2
22 Apr John Mark Davis 30 Oct 1956 ST
10 Jun Mari Ellyn Dykstra 27 Apr 1962

Professions of Faith:-

22 Apr Merle John and Nettie Davis

children (see above)

8 Jul Mrs. E. (Pauline) Dustman
Transfers from Other Churches:

Dr. Marvin Lloyd Poutsmg from Champaign. I11l. CRC

Harvey Bush from Franklin Lakes, N. J. CRC (married Lois Rose 10 Mar 1962)

Richard and Janice Vander Plceg from Sussex, ¥. J. CRC i

Robert and Katherine Grete from Flrst Presbyterian Church, Waco, Texas :

- baptized children Katherine Lorraine (born 27 Apr 1960), Wllllam Bradley (3 Oct 1961)
Transfers to Uther Churches:

Lee Daniel Conklin to Calvin CRC, Grand Raplds, Mlch

chk Faoer famlly to Flrst Presbyterlan Church, Pleasant Valley, N.- Y.

R e ' FINANCES 1962
1962 Program goal $14,428.75
Note: all local expenses, quotas, debt Dayment met to date (26 Sept 1962)

PROPERTY MAINTENANWCE 1962
Custodian: M. Milton Scott
Cemetery care
Note: work day at church

Today (1%962) 572 orgenized Christian Reformed congregations
(and 32 unorganized groups) are found in the United States and Canada.
There are the follow1ng number in each of these provinces or states:

Cangda: Towa 52
British Columbia 21 Kansas 2
Alberta 30 Massachusetts 3
Saskatchewan 2 Michigan 169
Manitoba b Minnesota 28
Ontario 80 Montana L
Cuecbec 1 Nebraska 1
New Brunswick 1 New Jersey 25
Nova Scotia L New Mexico 3
Prince Edward Island 1 New York ~ 8

United States: " North Carclina 1
Alagka 2 North Dakota 2
Arizona 2 Ohio 8
California 32 Oregon 2
Colorado - 8 Pennsylvania -1
District of Columbia 1 South Dakota 12
Floridg 8 Texas 1
Idsho 1 Utah 3
Illinois 36 Washington 17
Indigna 12 Wisconsin 16




1962

The new stewardship progronm accounted for nmuch of‘thé distinctiveness of 1962.

The activities of the congregation functioned largzely within the framework of

the six major committees in line with the stewardship program. Report letters
carrying information about the 1962 progran were written by the pastor; quarterly
statenents were mailed to nmerbers by the financial secretary; envelopes were used
for the deposit of weekly commitments; and a regular feature of the weekly bulletin
was a running report of financial status in terms of progran needs and actual re-—
ceipts. The faithfulness to comnitments made possible systematic and pronpt pay-

nent of all obligations thus far.

Evangelisn Committee (Elder James Quackenbush)

The Bvangelisn Committee is "responsible for leadership in our mission re-—
sponsibilities, both to this coumunity and to the far corners of the world". an
inpertant task was assuned by Dr. Marvin Poutsna when he agreed to explore ways
and means of confronting the congregation with information about and promofing an
understandine of the denominational nmission challenges (radio broadcasting, hone
and foreign missions, eic.). Another post, still unfilled, for which this coruiittee
is responsible is that of church newspaper reporter. HMore serious, recruitment
for visitation teams has nmet with little response.

For the orientation of now members into the fellowship of the congregation
the Evangelisn Coumittee made provision for the gift of a "New Member Packet',
the assignuent of a mombor family as "Fellowship Friends", and & visit from the
Stewardship Comnittee to acgquaint therm with the program of the church.

A "Iract for the Week™ is distributed to the congregation each Sunday with
the encouragement to pass it on to a neighbor or friend.

This committee is also accountable for the weckly maintenance of the outdoor
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bulletin board and for seeing that our church's share of denominétional and
classical expense is paid regularly. In May»iﬁfarranged for Monsey representa—
tives to visit the Manhattan CRC. -

The biggzest item on the commitiee's agenda, however, was our first experi-
ence with a Summer Workshop in Missions team. Rev. Lewis, local leader, attended
Field Leaders' Conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan early in 1962. @nce the team
of six young people was chosen from applicants to their local Young Calvinist
League, preparations were made for their arrival on 23 June for a five weeks'
whirlwind of activity. At the morning worship service on 24 June John Addink,
Paula Brondsena, Carol Hoekzema, Jeny Lou ®@sburn, Henry Pott, and Nancy Venena
were welconmed and comnissioned to the period of voluntary study and service to
which they had given themselves; and on 26 June, after two days in retreat, the
team was received by the congregation at a welcome dinner. Lectures, community
calls, tracting, early morning retreats, individual counseling, DVBS and Sunday
School teaching, visits to other churches, hospitals, all these and more tell
the story of our first SWiMers, who gave a sunuary of their work at a farewell
progran on 29 July. The Otis M. Mapes!, J. Hanilton Scott's, and John Vander
Ploeg's were hosts to two each of the SWIMers. It is hoped that this concentrated
progran of the summer be a means of increasing the activity of the congregation in
the community. Teacher Volunteer Carol Sybesma was to have assisted the tean,

but due to illness was not able to come to Monsey.

Worship Committee (Elder John Hoogstra)

Six Month Report 6 July 1962 by pastor:

THIS committee has held regular meetings to supervise the
ushers, the weekly newsheet, organists, pulpit supplies.,
etc. A concrete result of this committee's planning has
been the inauguration of the 'hyrn sing! at the beginning
of the evening service on the first Sunday of the month.
This connittee will also supervise a program for children

to be presented by Miss Betty Worrall (TV's 'Aunt Betty!)
in our church on Friday, Sept. 28.



1962

Christian Education Comuittee (Elder W, Howard Hornsby)

Under the supervision of this comnittee appdar Sunday School, catechisu,
DVBS, prayer meetings, library, au&ivaisuals,kFémily Life Discussion Group,
boys! and girls' groups, spiritual retreats. correspondence courses, and pro—
mnotion of Christian day school education.

News gbout the Sunday School from the Six Month Report 6 July 1962 by pastor:

THE spotlight here is to be focused on the nissionary now being
supporied in part by our Sunday School. Dus to the fact that
Sunday School expenscs are now met by church offerings, the
Sunday School offerings have been freed for a special cause.
After consulting with our denominaticnal beards, the Sunday
School has agreed to provide Mr. Peter Bulthuis, teacher-
nissiocnary in Africa, with $500.00 egch year on a permanent
basis. A copy of Mr. Bulthuis' letter to the Sunday School
and pastor is enclosed as well as a picture of the Bulthuis
fanily. We hope you put the picture in a prouninent place
in your home so that you will be reminded to pray regularly
for our missionary, and that you will be regular and faith—
ful in writing to hin and his fanily.

The Bulthuls fanily consists of Mr. Peter and Mrs. Winifred Bulthuis
with four children: Douglas Allen 14, Susan Lynn 12, Ellen Marie 9, and Peter
Herman 4. Their address: Mkar P.A. Gboke P. O. W, Higeria, West Africa

DVBS was held 9-2C July this year with a steady average attendance of about
70. DSubstantial support was given by the SWIM team. Adult DVES was held four
evenings on the topic "Understanding the Jewish Religion'.

According to the 6 July report by Pastor Lewist

OTHER high spots in the past six nonths for the Christian
Educational progranm of the church have been (1) the Spiritual
Bstreat for men early in April at the Warwick Estates, (2)
the cataloginz of the bocoks in the Library and the availability
of the books now for loan to members and friends of the congre-
gation, (3) the Sunday School Retreat held at the home of Mr.
ané Mrs. Hornsby out of which came many good plans for the
Sunday School program of the church in the coming year, (4)
overture to Classis Hackensack from the Monsey consistory re—
garding the possibility of establishing a Classical agency
to coordinate activities and efforts of the Christian Reformed
Sunday Schools in the east (this overture is now under con—
sideration by a specially appointed study comuittee of Classis).
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Finance Committece (Deacon Jack Stienstra; later Otis M. Mapes)
This comuittee is in charge of finances, débt, insurance, auditing, etc.

Pastor's report 29 January: :

THE most significant accouplishment here has been the arrangement
of a completely new system for handling and recording the
finances of the church. HNew records have been established for
the Comptroller and the Treasurer of the Diaconate. Mr.

Edward Campbell has displayed considerable efficiency and
enthusiasn as Comptroller...

Pastorls report- 6 July:

...DEBT payments arc being met on tiuve ($225.00 every 3
months), and Mrs. Lehmbers, Financial Seerstary, will
certainly establish a legend for her handling of the
records of our offerings.

Christian Service Committee (Deacon Sterling Pitt, later Marvin Poutsma)

This conmittee is charged with direction of the anmual stewardship enlistnent
campaign, benevolence, the service organigations of the church, the social activi-
ties of the congregation, and during this year was regquested to nake arrangements
for a program to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the church's reorganigation.
On 26 September a progran was held and on 30 September a dedication worship service.

Worthy of mention in the areca of Christian service is the program of nonthly
visits instituted during the year by the Young Married Womenls Guild to a group of
wonen patients at Rockland State Hospital. Something in the line of a progran is
offered, refreshnents are served, and the renaining time is spent visiting with

the patients, meny of whon receive no regular visitors.

Building and Grounds Committee (Deacon Fred Dykstra)

The work of this committee consists in overseeing the work of the custodian
and volunteer workers, making provision for necessary repairs and inprovements on
church properties, cemetery care, long~range planning for expanded facilities.
During the first six nmonths of 1962 the committee made several repairs, among then
control of water seepage into the downstairs library-office room so that it could be

regtored $o fuller use,



And this is the story of our little white church uﬁtil 26 September 1962.

s

A long time ggo-——much longer ago than 1952, and‘é§en than 1825-—and far away
"in Asin Minor, there were seven churches. Their origin and histories are not so
well known to us. But there is something gbout each of these churches that Christ
wants us to know and for that reason, through revelation to John the gpostle, had
these things recorded in Holy Scripture. These churches were distinguished by
various spiritual characteristics, but in their sevenfold completeness represent
the church of Christ of all ages. The names of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia, and Leodicea recede into the background as the one church
universal emerges prominent. What was true of these churches is true in varying
degrees of the church of Christ today. And whkat the Lord said to them He also
says to us.

The Lord pictured Himself as the One walking among the seven churches, or
candlesticks, His lights in the world. And these are the letters sddressed to the
seven churches:

(Here read and consider Revelation 1:l—3:22)

Have you been able to sense the meaning of these messages for our Monsey Church?
Is it possible that the Lord says to us at this point of reviewing our past, particu-—
lerly the last ten years:

Christian Reformed Church of Monsey, New York,

I am the One Who walks alongside you, My candlestick,
in this comrmunity, and the One Who knows all about
you. I know all your work for Me and your patience,
faithfulness, service and witness.

I know that you have been very busy. I have observed
you for ten years (and more) and oh, if only I could
say that you loved Me now just as you did in the be-~
ginning!

I know that your life is not at atake for the sake of
the gospel as was the case in the church at Smyrna;



but if you were to be persecuted like that, would
I find you faithful? And even in the small perse—
cutions that you may endure, and in the poverty
that may come to you, do you know that you are
rich? These are preparation for higher service.

I know exactly where you live. I know all about
Monsey and every detail of difficulty challenging
you in your witness of Me in this community. But

do not forget—it was I Myself Who placed you in
this environment. As My candle, you have the

unique opportunity of holding My faith and witness—
ing to My Name. My standards remain as high as ever.
In order to keep your light clear, there must be
discipline of erring members.

I know, too, the tempitations for you to compromise
with the world, to eliminate the difference between
the church and the world so that the church presumably
will have more influence, to lower membership require-
ments so that more people can be members. FPlease re-
member the church is MY Holy Bride to be kept holy;
and the only way for the church to maintain a good
influence on the world is to keep the level of the
Christian 1ife high.

Monsey Church, you, too, have a name. You stand for the doctrine of
truth, hold regular worship services and offer plenty of activities
for your members. But there is something missing in your relation—
ship with Me that leaves you quite dead in My sight. While you have
the opportunity, meske certain that your name is an expression of what
you really are—My true and living witness.

I know that you gre a small church, in fact the only church in your
town. And I have set before you an open door of opportunity to preach
the Gospel—to a growing population and even to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel-—and one day I will make even those who are your chief
accusers to acknowledge that you are My people.

I also notice complacency among you-—a lukewarmmess which is distaste-
ful to Me. I wish you were either fervent in your service—or cold,

for then there is hope of kindling devotion. Come to Me humbly, throwing
aside your self-sufficiency, and prove Me to fulfill gll your needs.

Church of Monsey: I love you, and whom I love, I discipline. Repent
of your lack of love, your weakness in dlscipline, your deficiency in
being a strong influence in the community, your empty works, your
lukewarmness, your fallure to be My light to the world. Or I will
come in judgment and, if necessary, even remove your candlestick.

To those who overcome, who cling to Me in faith, I offer the fullness
of eternal fellewsghip with Me, the Lord Jesus Christ, which the crowns
and white robes and thrones all symbolize.

Hear, you who have ears to hear, what the Spirit says to the churchesl
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