( tiot )

VL An Abfiral of a Booky Entituled,
NEKPOKHAEIA : Or, The 4rt of Embalming,
wherein is [hewn the Right of Burial and Funeral
Ceremonies, ¢fpecially that of Preferving Bodies af-
ter the Egyptian Method,  Together with an Account
of the Egyptian Muummies, Pyramids, Subterranean
Vaults and Lamps, and their Opinion of the Metem-
plychofis, the Caufe of their Embalming : As alfo
a Geagraphical defcription of Egypt, the Rife and
Courfe of the Nile, the Temper, Conflitution and
®hyfick of the Inbabitantss their Inventions, Arts,
Sciences, Stupendious Works and Sepulchres, and o-
ther curious Obfervations any ways relating to the Phy-
fiology and Knowledge of this Art. TFart 1 Illu-
ftrated with a Map and fourteen Sculptures. By
Tho. Greenhill, Surgeon. In 4to. London, 1705.

N confidering the great Incroachments and daily Abufes

of the Undertakers by prattifing the Balfamic Art, as
al{o how little had been wrote on that fubjett, the A»-
thor was willing to vindicate the Honour of his Company,
and to retrieve the Praice of fo ancient, fo ufeful, and
fo noble an Art as that of Embalming : He was therefore.
defirous that fome Ingenious and Learned Perfon, through-
ly quality’d by the Knowledge and Practice of the {everal
Branches of Phyfick, might have undertaken this Work ;
but meeting with none that would give themfelves fo
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much teo ubk, he theught it better to exert his finall
Taleer, than ehatthe Ballamic Art, which bears fo confi-
derablz = Tinure in Suigery , as well as other Sciesces,
theuid bosegieCed and paticd by asa matter nor worih
whiey noute ol A f;z’“‘i’h -t motive to his Unde **;
wae, ihet he heped by (ubmitting with the greatedt -
4+ ond bomilisy to the Leatned World, they wouid ex-
<uiv ail tanis, Ly reafeon, itis not fo much to be irv‘md
SL «ith, i in attempting to find out an unbeaten Fath,
citen multake ones way.
o tiisend thevefore he applys himfelf, by way ot Lets
tet, .t‘o three Perfons, who for their skill in Hifto Ty, An-
ticuitics and Languages 5 their knowledge of Bonks, Ma-
nuleripts, or Things themiclves as weil as their Experi-
erice and Practice in Phyfick and Swrgery, evidently appear
to be proper yzdoes of this matter.
The Lut Letter is addrefled ‘to Charles Bernard, Ejy
srieatit-Surgeon to her Majefty 5 at that time Malter of rhc
Hygrgeons Company, and one of the Surgeons of St Barthe-
Temew’s Hefpitals
dnthis Lvt er the Author (hews the Excellency of Swrge-
vy a that Auatomy and Embalming aré Branches t}vrccf
and cquaily to be eftcemn’d 5 the one informing us of the
conftityenie Parts of the Body, and the other preferving
them frefh in our Sights and Memories : That Emwlwzng
is nolefs ancient and noble than Surgery itfelf, whence
he infers the Authority ard Rea(onabienc“s of its Ufe :
That the Naturalifls, the Pb;ﬁcmn, the Surgeon, aund the
Anatomift reap great advanrages in the way of Knowlﬂdoe
from the nrcfervmon of Animals and other Rarities. The
N{tt.:rrhﬂ makes afe of it in colieting and preferving
a numberlefs variety of Things in the Animal and Vegera-
bls World. The Pbyzmm, in prefervir o the Juices of
the Body from Malignant and Putrid Feavérs. It teaciies
the Surgeor the Art of Bandage or Rouling ; as aifu to
know what Remedies are properagainft Mortifications, &ve.
{t
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Ic teaches both the Phyfician and Surg: ¢« (by Anatomy)) ¢he
fitnarion and parts ot a Man’s Body, and to p‘eparﬁ frug
and natural Schemes of the Veins, Artenes, Nerves, ¢
Then he obferves, that without the Bmu; arneic Art /ﬂdt()?f:y
18 deficient 5 ina{much as it can neither {o particularly, nor
frequently fhow us, whatin conjuntion with it, may be,
without any cifence, Lcntcmplatcd at any time, and as of-
ten a5 we pleales fo that the prefent Age accouuts the
chief ufe of rhxs Art to be in %xtamzml Preparations,
as alfo that the Knowledge of it may be ncwﬁwy in our
Domeftic and Culinary Affurs {uch as cenferving all forts
ot Roots, Herbs and Fruits, prcﬁ.rvmo' Wmes Fruits,
Flefh, Fith, <. Bue the more antxem, more general,
and more proper ul of Embalming lies in preferving a Hu-
marn Dead Body intire 5 more Ancient, as ha ving bcm de-
fed by the Wit and Learned Eg g yptians , and more gene-
ral, inthat it relates to every patticular Perfony which
nevertheles being looked upon as an unneceflary expenfive
trouble, was another reafon for him to aflert,  that Eme-
balming was a particalar part of  that Duty, which obli liges
all Wiankind to take care of their Dead. In order to this,
he firlt gives us fome cogent Reafons to prove the Right of
Burial, what things are mccﬂwry thereto, whether Cere-
monics are needlefs and Superftmous or Monuaments Vain-
glorious, and this he lays down according as Nature
diGates, the Law of God appoints, and the Law of Nations
dire&s and obliges. Then hefhews the want of Burial to
be a Panithment and Curfe, and that even the particular
Ceremonics of ‘“uucra!s are not to be negletted 5 yet wich-
al cautions his Reader to avoid the miftake of thinki ng the
want of it, or any part:caiar Ceremony thereof, mdy be
any ways prejudicial to a Chriftian Soul, or any occafion
of the deficiency of the leaft part of the Body at the Re-
furreGion, and only thows the Infamyand Difgrace of a
Body being demed Burial 5 and h@w far, wherefore and €0
what cnd the following cuftoms are to be made ufe of 4
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{uch as Kiffing the Dead, Clofing their Eyes, Conclamation,
Sounding Brazen Vellels, Wafbing, Anointing or Embalming
rhe Dead, Adorning, Drelfing and Crowning the Corps,
Laying it out, Carvying it forth, the Funeral Proceffion,
Burning ot Burying the Corps, the manner of Mourning,
and in (hort, many things relating to the fore and after
part of the Fureral Duty 5 giving a great variety of per-
tinent Quotationsout of Ancient Authors, intermixed with
good cunjectures of what inducements the Ancients were
infinenc'd by, in falling into and adhering to their various
and refpective Caftoms : But his main View is to thow
how far thele Funeral Rites and Cerermonies are ufeful and
allowable, when accompanied with the Art of Embalming 5
and on the contrary, how vain and ridiculous they are
wiien ufed without it; efpecially if they do bat intheleaft
exceed the bounds of Modefty and Frugality. And thus
baving fhewn, as aforefaid, how and when Feneral Cere-
monies are ufeful, as alfo that they are infigaificant with-
out Embalming 5 he tells you moreover, “ That care is duc
‘ to the Body, tho’ Lifele(s, upon the confideration, that
* the Soul, in -a {eparate {tate, longs for Ke-union, and
* wifhes her Dead Companion te fhare in her then prefent
* felicity, by virtue of eternizing Monuments, He fets
¢ forth, that Embalming is the beft and moftlively way of
* preferving the memory of dceceafed Friends, by giving a
* real Prefence, inftead of faint and f{hadowy Reprefenta-
« tions, and brings abundance of 1kedlogical, Phyfical and
* Political Arguments, in vindication of the Art of Em
* balming 5 but not baving rcom to infert them, we will

only mention. two or three of the latter,
¢ Fist, If we take it in a general fenfe, as the Art of pre-
¢ ferving the Memory of Man, as well as his Body, it is very
s extenfiveand infinite. In this {enfe, all the Monuments
+ of the Ancients, Statucs, Poems, Writings, & may be
¢ efteemed a kind of Fmbalming: And in the fame re(pe,
,, Fame may not improperly be called the Goddefs and Pa-
troncis



( 1105 )

« trone{s of Embalming, and Mercayy her chief Minifter, to
« proclaim to the World the Heroic Acts of memorable and
« famous Men. Secondly, Having fhewn that all things
« intended to-preferve a Name may be comprehended un-
« der this general {enfe of Embalming, he fets forth, that
« the Balfamic Art, properly {o called, is at once the beft
« and moft durable way to compafs that end, all other Mo-
« numents being known to decay and moulder. Thirdly,
« the Balfamic Art is recommended not only by its durati-
<on, but by its great ufe in other Sciences § particularly
< Phyfiology, Anastomy, Swrgery and Phyfick, as intimated a-
« bove. Fourthly, Embalming is neceffary for tranfporting
+ Bodics to the Paternal Sepulchres, for which moft People
< have a particular defire. Fifthly, Embalming not only
« prevents the Plague and Putrefaftions, and confequently
« frees from the Terror and Deformity of Death, but like-
« wife fecures dead Bodics from the infults of InfetGs and
¢ Brutes, by reafon of its bitter and ungrateful Tafte.
Laftly, Confid ring the Egyptian way of Embalming by rol-
ling, and the Modern by wrapping up in Searcloath, ob-
feare the Obje, and are alfo imperfet upon feveral other
accounts, the Author endeavours to thow a poffibility of
inventing a method how to preferve the whole Compages
of the Body for ever without Putrefattion, in fuch manner
45 its Texture and Struture may remain entire, of the {fame
proportion as before, and of the fame Colour and Flexibi-
lity, without any vifible contra&ion, diminution or uncou-
formity of Parts, whereby the DeadCorps may be kept by the
Parents, or handled by the dratomift without any offenfive
Smell, or faltidious Mador.  Sothat Bodies thus Embalnred
{eem not to be dead but afleep, waiting for the Refurredi-
on, and differ fromthe Living in nothing but Speech and
Motion.

The fecond Letter is infcrib’d to Dy Fobr Lawfon, {ome-
time Prefident of the College of Phyfcians, London 5 iw
which, altho Embalming beits chiefly intended feope, %et

the.
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vaz Ausbor confidering chat che Bgyptians have been allow.
ed to be the firl Inventors of Arts and Sciencies, and that
ooy ware the only Propic who uled ehis particular manner
0f Emsbaling treated of in this Leticr, Le thought it requi-
firz to confider every particular cucuam@ance of time and
place, the feveral Drags, Plants, Minerals and many other
things which are advantageous to the Eggptians above o-
ther Naticus, as alfo to eaquire into the reafons which in.
duced them to ftudy this Art, and after what manner they
came to find it out. To this end, he givesa fhort Geo-
graphical Defcription of Egype, and takes notice of the
Salubrity of its Air and Water, with the Rife and Coure
of the Nile, Fertility of the Soil and Sagacity of the Peo-
ple, with feveral neceflary Remarks on their Religion, Ca-
toms, Arts, Difeafes, Phyfick and wkhatever elfe mighteend
ro the Difcovery and Knowiedge of this et Are. Whare.
forc in the firlt place he thews how Egypr is ficuated
bounded, together with its Extent, Diviffon, i {Zveral
Venominations, Number of Cities and Inhabitans, os &1
how it came to be fo populous, and to be ccorinin o
Miftrefs of the VWorld, and Mother of Arts and
He gives the Charalters of boch the Ancienr a2 Modern
Egyptivns, with their Make, Complexion, {ux, v, Con-
{ucution, Habit of Body and Difealts ; how fruiiul they
were in Children, very iong livid and of gres: Antiquity :
That they were the firft Inventors of Phyf, dnatomy,
Chymirp, Surgery and Embalmizg 5 of Crometry, Afirong-
%y, Metibemaires and the like 3 from whenee it came to
pals, they performed greater and more wonderful Works
than the World beflides.  He (hews you hzir opinion of

the Metempfychejiz, and their Belict in the Refurreétion
how they came ar &zt to find out Embalui.g, 2and how
they perwerined it T hat there were feverad Minds of B
balming, vizn, with Afpsat or Pifafptais, with Cyl or Gum
03 Cedar, with Aromaiics and Spices. That there were
feveral Gliicers belonging to this Work, fuch as a (Jork, 2
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Prieft, or a Ph;fiian s an Embdmer w Swrgeon 5 a Polline-
tor or Apothecary 5 « D. fleor ox An.ton. ft 5 o lalwiis 7
Salters a Defigner or Painter, a Hevali, Corver aud tie
like = Allo Nangoeorrp@ a D."(j’%’?‘ of the Deed 2nd *Evizeavsds
one that furnith:d all nccctlaiics for Faumerals, callel in
Latin, Libitinarins.  He Vikewile thews the partcenlar Cere-
monies ufed about the D ad, fuch as were their Ce tfins
and Scrolss pamted with Hieroglyphick Characiers, &e.
the Books, Wricings, Arms, M dals, [mages, Aoverruncal,
Prophylaitic and Polycharaifariftick Statues 5 which were
either included in, haunging upon, or appertaining to the
Muvr=ies, reprefenting their Superftitions and Magical way
of Embalming. Then he tells you, that atter every thing
was got ready for the Funeral, how the Ewbalmed Body
was put on Board a Ship called Barris, and by the Ferry-
man Charon wafted over the Lake Achernfia, and there judg-
ed and tryed according to the feveral Virtues, Vices and
A&ions of its paft Life 5 and accordingly eicher honoured
with the greate(t Praifes and Commsndations, and Mag-
nificently Interr’d, or elfe mightily exclaimed againft, and
deprivad of Sepultare : That it was this that made even
the Egyptian Kings themfclves to live uprightly, fearing fo
wch as to anger the common Peeple whilll alive, left
they fhouald incur their Eternal Hatred after their Deach.
QOur Author likewile adds, that the Egypizars, (o prevent
borrowing, which was the Parent of Idienels, Frauds ana
Branglings, fuffered none to borrow, but on condition they
pawn:d the Body of their Ancellor, and it was reputed
both an Impiety and Infamy, not to redeem it {o {foon ag it
wes poddible 5 1o precious a Pledge wasit efteemed, info-
mocl, he that dyed befere he had acguitted that Daty,
was denied Burial,  Ovher firange Ceremonices he recounts,
fuch as preting the Embaimed Bodies into Cales Carved af-
ter their own Gmiliende, and fotting them up in Tiches
in their Halls & 1 Parloursin great crder and  very vichly
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Race of Anceltors., in'a manner with as much fatisfa&ion
as if they were alive and converfant with them: Nay, as
feveral Authors affert, they placed them at Table like
Guefts, and made merry with them, by Eating and Drink-
ing 5 but he concludes, that fuch as Buried their Dead
out of their Houfes, in the Fieldsand Plains, buile Sepu/-
chres for them, as noble as poffible their circumftances
would admit, chufing rather to have their Monuments
magpificently built, than their Dwelling Houfes 5 foraf-
much as they defpifed the prefent Life, and took little
care in building their Habitations, looking upon them but
as {o many Inns and Baiting places, where they were to
inhabit but for a Seafon ¢ whereas the Glory of a future
Life, that was to be procured by Virtue, they greatly
efteemed, and confequently fpent their whole Care, Study
and Riches about the magnificency of their Sepulchres,
which they called Sempiternal and Eternal Houfes, look-
ing upon the time they are to dwell here on Earth, as no-
thing, in refpect of the ftay they were to makein the Grave,

The third Letter is to Dr Hams Sloane, Secretary to the
Royal Society, and Fellow of the College of Phyficians,
London,

Being a fuccin& account of the Pyramids, Subterrancan
Vaults and Lamps of the Egyptians 3 for as in the fore-
going Letter was fully thewn the manner of Ewbalming
Dead Bodies, in this the Sepulchres or Repofitories where-
in they were laid, is chiefly confider'd : Forafmuch as the
Egyptians did not only content themfelves with preferving
their Dead from Putrefaction, but likewifc with equal
care provided Conditories that might be lafting as the Bo-
dy, .and in which it might continue fecure, both from the
Injuries of Timeand Pelons, becaufe they Religioufly be-
beved, that fo long asthe Body endured, fo long would
the Soul continue with it, not asa quickning or animating
Spirit, but as an Attendant or Guardian, without going
into any other Body, as otherwile they thought it would,

firmty
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fir="y helieving the Tranfmigration. 'To this end there-
fove they built their Fypsgea and Pyramids, as latticg
Monuments to preferve them fiom the injuries of Time
and “Vveacher, for which rcefon they chicfly made them
of i P.ramidal ferze; the better to fecure them from
Ruin, Our Adwthor Trews their Stemation, Number and
Founders. as likew 'z how many Men were employ'd in
the building of tt m, together with"a compleat Deferi-
ption of the grear Zyramid, its Entrance, Gr(t and fecond
Gallerics, Aniicle. s and {pacious Chamber wherein (heops
Towb ands, B likewile deferibes the fecond and third
Pyramid, with the Lodgings of the Priefis,.and the mon-
ftrous figurc of the Sphinx reprefenting Momwptha, and af
ter various Obfervations and RefleCtions on thofe Stru-
Cures, he proceeds to defcribe the Subterrarean Caves
near the Pyramids, together with' the Mummics both of
Men and Birds therein contained - as alfo an Account of
the Perpetual Lamps, fuppofed to have burat in the firk
Pyramid and Subterranean Vaults, to what cnd they were
tavented, and of what matter compofed. He thews how
that they eftéem’d Fire the Emblem of the Seul and of
Fternal Life, fand givesthe Sacred Reafon why they infli-
tuted the Feq? of Lewps, ¢de. In a word, he has given
us more light into this Ar#, which conrains the Hiftory of
the firft Antiquities of the World, thanaay of thofe i~
perfect Accounts of Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus, and
has improved it in fome things, and in others apply’d it
to thoiz Ufcs that have hardly before been thonght of
All which renders the whole Work more compleat than
any other Book wicte hitherto upon- that fubjet
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