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Anabfiraciof a Letter from tke wor/bijful John E-
velyn fifq; fent to ome of the Secrctaries of the
R. Society concerning the dammage done 1o bis Gar-
dens by the preceding Winter.

SIR,

fhould be altogether inexcufable for not having been to

wait upon the Socicty of late, if my health had permit-

ted, with fome other unexpeéed occafions (before 1 re-
mov d from Lond.) which I could not decently avoid : This
was I affure you, a fenfible Affliction to me, and now 1am
come into the Country, have beheld the havock which a
rude feafon has made inmy poor Gardens, and receiv'd your
Letter, wherein you acquaint me that the Socic v expects
an Account of my futfcrings, I muft begin with the Poct,
T Fubes remsvare dolevemn © In a word, the paft Winter has
been {o fevere in my Territorics,and where it could expugne
the more defenfible, and fuch as were inclofed, it has ravagd
all that lay open; and were abroad, without any mercy.

As to Timber T'rees. T have not many here of any confi-
derable age or frature, excepta few Eims, which (having been
dccaymf; many years) one cannot well find to have receiv’d
any frefh wounds diftingwfhable from old cracks and hollow-
ncfles 5 and indeed 1 am told by divers, that £ have not
futicr'd, as the great Gaks have donc ; nor do 1 find amongft
innumerable of that Species (i#s) which I have planted,
and that arc now about 25 and 3 vears ftanding, any of them
touch'd: The ﬁln"lC 1 obferve of Lsmes, /!/tl//'—"'llt!f’ sih ""[7,
Horn-beamss, isirch Chnut and other forcfters : But as I faid mine
are young comparatively, and vet one would think, tée
fhould lefs protect them. be aufe more tender ¢ fo as it feems
the rifimg fo much complain’d of, has happn’d chicfly among
the over-grown Trees, cfpecially 2aks s my Lord iomch
made his Lamentation to me, andfo has the Earl of € fer-
feld, Lord lf'errem: Sr. William Fermor and others concern'd in
ﬂ]c f:i]mc_ Calamity, which I mention, becaufe of their di-
_l\?(?ltl)al?natrons But if rightly I remember, one of thefe

ole Perfons lately told me, that fince the Thaw, the
Trees which were cxcccdmig{ly fplit, were come together
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and clos’d again, and I eafily believ'd it; but that they are
really as folid as before™ 1 doubt will not a pear, whei they
fhall come to bz examin'd by the Axe, and coaverted to ufe :
Nor has this accident happ':'d only to ftanding Timber, but
to that which has been felld and feafon’d, as Mr. <. the
Mafter Builder in his Majeftics Ship yard here, inform'd me :
fo much for our ;dyme. As for Exeics, 1 fecar my Cork-
trecs will hardly recover s but the Springis yet o very back-
ward (even in this warm and dry fpot of minc) that T can-
not prosiounce any thing pofitively s efpecially of fuch,whofe
bark is very thick and rugged, fuch asis the Cork, kunzima, and
divers of the refinous Trees. The womstantinep.luan or Herfe
Chefnut is turgid with buds, and ready to explainits lecaf. My
Cedars I think areloft: The llex and fcarlet Oak notfo ; The
Arbutas doubtful, and fo are 2ays, but fome will efcape, and
moft of them repullulate andfpringafreth if cut down near the
Earth, at the latter end of the month: The cuch Fir, Sproce,
and white ‘panifh (which laft nfes to futfer in their tender
buds by the fpring frofts) have receiv'd nodammage this
Winter ; I cannot fay the fame of the 2ine which bears the
greater Cone, but other #rways and Finasters are frelh: Lave
rel is only difcolour'd, and fome of the woody branches mor-
tificd. which being cut to the quick will foon put forth a-
gain, it being a fuccelent Plant. Amongft our Shrubs, Rafe-
mazy i3 mtirely loft, and to my great forrow ; becaufe I had
not only beauatiful hedges of it,but {uthcient to afford me flow-
ers for the making a very confiderable quantity of the Qieen
of iungaries celebrated Water @ fo wimverfal (1 fear) 15 thc
deftruétion of this excellent Plart (not only over Ergle.d,
but our ncighbour Countrics more Southward) that we muit
raife our next hopes from the Seed.  F efwnes or Sca Peric-
flan (of which 1 had a preery hedge) is alfo periih'd, and fo
another of Lrench iwecs s the Cyprgparc all of them feorchid,
and fome to death, cfpecially fuch as were kept fhorn w ©y-
ramids ; but amongft great numbers, there will divers of
cape, after they are well chafkizd, that is, with =« tough ha-
zel or other wand to beat off their dead and dulty leaves,
which growing much clofer than othee fhrubs, hinder the
air and dews from refrefhing the ntesior parts.  This i
pline Lufe to all my tonfile {hrubs with good fuccefs as ¢ 2.0
winter parches them. "The berry bearing Sewise (whiciy if
well underftood and caltivated were the ouly belt fuccdanenns
te
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to Cyprefs) has not fuffered in the leaft ; it perfellly refembles
the Cyprefiand grows very tall and thick. [ think the Arbor
Tinya is alive, and o5 the Awericon Aeacia, ccasihor, Foliurss,
Pemyranad 5 my Lawr-ffimizs Yooks fufpicioufly 5 fome large and
I Alarwrnes's are kill d, efpecially teeh aswere more expos'd
to the Sun, whereas thofe thas grow 1 che fhade ofcape s
the reafonof which 1 conjecture to be from the reciproca-
rions ot being fomewhat relax'd every day, and then made
rigid and hift again all nighr, which bouding, and unbend-
g 1o often, opening and <lofing the parts, doces exceeding-
ly mortific them, and all other tender Plants, which grow-
g in fhady places undergo Hucone Thawand change.  Moft
ot thefe yet will revive again at che root, being cut clofe to
sround : "The Phillyreas ongusiz, and Servcufols’s (both of them
mcomparably the beft for ornamental hedges of any the per-
ennial greens 1 know) have hardly been fenfible of the fcait
wmprefiion, more then tarmifhing of their leaves, no more
have the Spanith Jafivines, and Pofun, and 1T enumerate thefe
particulars the more minutely, that Gentlemen who are cu-
rious, may take notice what Pl s they may truft to abroad,
in all Bvents; for I fpeak only of fuch as arc exposd : As
for the chotfer Raritiecs which are fet in for hyemation,
they certainly efcape, or are impair'd, accordingly as they
are treated by the more, or lefs experienc'd and induftrious
Gardner, or commodioufinefs of the Confervatory ; but to
{ay what may be added on this Subje, would require alarge
Chapter, not a Letter, I would in the mean time, advife
fuch as have fuffer'd detriment in their green Houles, not to
defpair, when they fee the leaves ot of their Mortlen Oramyes,
Oleandire, fafmines and other preciows - hrubs, ruflet or alto-
gether fhrivell'd and falling 5 but to cut them to the quick,
platter the wounds, and plunge their cafes and pots (rrim'd
with frefh mould, &c.) 1 a warm bed, carctully refrefh’d,
thaded, air'd and treated as fick patients, and as the prudent
Gardner beft knows how. Iwut above all, rhar hie he fure,
not to expofe them. "l thefe Fattern Winds (which T eall
our Enghth ricfies | and which makes our Sprivgs 10 uncom-
fortable, when we think Winter and all danger hatl bhe gna-
Ibfied; for theyare deadly o 2" our Planss abroadd, andfre-
quently do us more prepud e than the mois charlith Winrers;
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two, which areapt to tempt Gardners to fet out their Plants,
before the end of «pril, or that we find the wife Mulberry put
forth ; which is certainly the moft faithful monitor; nor
thould we indeed, cut, or tranfplantany of the rerawmals "till
of themfclves they begin to {prout.

I need fay nothing of of Helly, Tew, Bix, Funiper, %e, (har-
dy and fpontcous to our Country) and yet to my gricf agair,
I find an holly ftandard of near 107 ycarsold, drooping,and
of doubtful afpcct; and a very beautiful hedge (thoindeed
much younger) being clip’d about Michaelmas, 1s mortified
ncar a foot beneath the top, and in fome places to the very
ground ; {o as there's nothing feems proof againft fuch a
Winter ; which islate cut, and expos'd. 'This hedge does al-
fo grow againtt the South, and is very ruflct,. whilit the con-
trary fide 1s as frefh and green as ever; and in all other places
of my Plantations that are fhaded, the unfhorn Holizes main-
tain their verdure, and are I judge impregnable againft all
aflaults of Wearher.

Among the fruit Trees, and Murals, none feem to have
fuffer'd fave Figs; but they being cutdown, will fpring again
at the root. The Umes have elcaped 5 and of the elculent
Plants and Salads moft, except Artachokes, which are univer-
fally loft ; and (what I prefer before any Salad whatever ea-
ten raw, when young) my >am v is all rotted to the very
root : how to repair my lofs, I know not, for I could never
mate any of the fced, which came from the rock Sampire
{tho mine wecreof the very kind) to grow.

The arborefcent and other Sedume, sloze, &ee, (tho housd)
perifh'd with me ; but the Yuce, and Opunria ¢fcap’d Tulips
many arc loft, and {o the Confantimeple Narcifss, and fuch /u-
bero[ as were not kept in the chimney corner where was con-
tinual firc - fome snemonie. appcar, but I believe many are
rotted ;s but ! have made no great fearch in the flowery
Parterr, only 1 find that moft capillaries fpring, and other
humble, and repent Plants notwithftanding all this rigo-
rous {eafon.

My Tirtoife (which by his conftant burying himfclf in the
Earth at approach of Winter I lock upon as a kind of Plani-
Animal) hapning to be obftructed by a Vine-rcot, from mi-
ning to the depth, he was ufually wont tointerr, is found
ftark dead, after haviag many years cfcaped the fevereft

Winter. Of £ifb I have loft very few ; and the Ny Lt'l{zgallr
(which
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( which for being a fhort wing'd Bird, and fo exceeding fat,
at the time of the year, we commonly fuppofc them to
change the Climate, ( whereas indeed they are then hard-
ly able to flee an hundred yards) arc as brisk and trollic as
cver, nor do I think they alter their fummer ftations, what-
cver become of them all Winter. I know not yet of any
body, who has given tolerable fatistaction in this particular,
amongft our Orntthulsgsfts,

Thus Sr- I have fent You a Rhapfody of fuch Obfervati-
ons as I have been able to make fince my return home,
and I with they may prove of any importance to the Socicty,
towhich, and to vour felf, I am
S,
Says Court Dep:f.rd A moft devoted

April 14, 1684, )
and Obedient Servant
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