
RS
Examination

1. General Examination

Bedside clues

breathlessness, weight loss, mental state

Respiratory rate

Breathing patterns

Use of accessory muscles

Stridor

Hoarseness

Cyanosis

Blood pressure

Skin appearances

Hands

Finger clubbing

Hypertrophic  pulmonary  osteoarthropathy

Discoloration of the fingers and nails

Peripheral cyanosis

Tremor

Face

Neck
Jugular venous pressure (JVP)

Neck Lymph nodes

2. Inspection

Symmetry

Movement
with
respiration

Infants Abdominal

Females Abdominal

Males Thorax

Breathing pattern
Cheyne­Stokes breathing

Kussmaul's respiration

Scars

Bulges

Veins

Abnormalities in the
shape of the chest

Increase in anteroposterior diameter

Barrel chest

Pectus carinatum

in poorly controlled childhood asthma but can
occur in osteomalacia and rickets

Pectus excavatum
developmental deformity

Harrison's sulcus

Kyphosis and scoliosis

3. Palpation

Subcutaneous emphysema

Palpate for Tenderness

Position of the
mediastinum

By palpating
the trachea

Chest expansion

cardiac apex beat

Vocal tactile fremitus

Kyphosis and scoliosis

4. Percussion

Resonant

Hyperresonant

Dull

'Stony dull'

Anteriorly only the superior
lobes are percussed

5. Auscultation

'vesicular' or Bronchial ??

Crackles

Wheeze

Pleural friction rub

Pneumothorax click

Mid­expiratory
Squeak

Obliterative
bronchiolitisRA

Crushing sound

Mediastinal
emphysema

Vocal resonance
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