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An Extratt
Of a Letter of <M. Pecquet to M. Car-
cavi, concerning a New Dilcovery of the
Communication of the Ductus Thoracicus
with the Emulgent Vein: Taken out of the
Journal des Scavans, N. VI1. 1667.

Cannot forbear longer to inform you of the Experiments,

which M., Perranlt ; M. Gayant, and I, made laft Night upon
the Corps.of a Woman, that died fome few dayes after fhe was
brought to bed,

Our Defign was, to. continue the Difcovery of the Veflels , that
carry the Chyle to the Breafts, of which T have indicated the
Way, pag. 134. of the Second Edition of my Anatom, Expéri-
ments , printed 1654, But the Body being not ficforthat, we
referred the fearch thereof to another time ; and we have had the
good fortune to make another Difcovery , which may prove not
lefs ufeful to Phyficks it is the Communicationof the Milky Chanael,
now call’d the DucZus Thoracicus , with the Emnlgent Vein, The
Experiments were thefe :

1 M. Gayant having difcovered the DucZus Thoracicns uponthe
7th and 8thof the Fertebra’s defcending fromthe Back , inferted
a Quill into the faid Dué#us , and having tied ic upon the Quill , he
did blow into it: whereupon the DxZxs was fill'd with wind from
the Quill unto the Swbclavial Pein, This wind iffued at the 4-
[cending Cava, which had been cut , when he , whofe the Corps
was., had lifted up the heart to make the demonftration of it,
M. Gayant would tie this Cawa, butitwas cut {» fhort, thatthe
Ligature could not hinder the wind toiffue outof it5 whichwasthe
caufe, that it could not bethruft as far as the Breafts,. I'would
fupply this defeé , by comprefling with my finger that place of
the Vein , atwhich the wind came out ( which was at.about the
third #ertebra, defcending from the Back ) and M, Gayant having

blowa.
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blown afrefhinto it , 1 comprefled with my fingers the Pess Cave
and the Duéfus Thoracicus together 5 but the wind , that was
thruft into this Ghannel, thewed us, that it had another way to e-
fcape.  And indeed we faw as often as we did blow', that the
Emulgeat peinwas on the left fide filled with wind , and that there-
upon the body of the Vexa Cava alfo filled itdelf from the Emsul-
gent unto the Iiaques, ~This wind {eem’d to usto come from the
Left Kiduey , and to infinuate it {elf into the Emulgent Vein , -and
thenceinto the Cava. The Right Kidney had beenremoved , fo
that we could fay nothing of its communication with the faid
Duétfus: Thatfhall be for another time,

The Queftionwas made, "'Whether thewind, that feem’d to
enter intothe Emulgent , and the Cava , did there enter indeed g
ory whether it did not {lide , betwixt the proper coat of this Vein,
and that common one ; which comes to it from the Peritonesm ?
T his Queftion did obligeus to {lit the Cava at the place of the
Emulgent 5 and then blowing into the Duétus Thoracicns | we faw,
that the wind, which had (welled the Emnlgent , did efcape at the
opening, juft now made in the Cava,

This Experiment made us judge , therewasacommunication of
the Ductus Thoracicus with the Left Kidney , orat leaftwith the
Emnlgent Vein , in the Body of ths Woman,  Andto clear itthe
more, wemade the following Experinent,

2, Welifted with the hand the Lungs , thacfilled theleft Ca-
vity of the Thorax , and having cleanfed tlis Cavity with a
Spunge , M, Gayant did blowinto the Ductus Thoracicns | whil'ft
I compreffed the #esn and the Dyetus with my fingers apon the
third Vertebra, defcending from the Back : And we faw the wind
infinuate it felf under the Plesra | by atrace , which raifed it fud-
denly as oftenas wedidblow, This trace appeared from the 4th
Vertcbra delcending unto the Diaphragme , and made us conclude,
that there was under the Plenra a Channel of Commerce coming
tom the Ductus Thoracicus , and pafling to the Emslgent Vein by
this Cavity of the Thorax. Wecould not doube, but that this
Channe] | which paffed under the Plesra, went as far as tothe
Kidney , becaufe we faw, that the wind did get in on the fide of
the Kidney into the Emulgent Vein, and cameout at the hole of
the
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the Ceve, that had been made in the firft Experiment, We per-
eeived , that this Channel of Communication came from the
Ductus Thoracicys 5 -at the place of the fourth Zertebra of the
Back. Butto be the furer ofPi: , wemade the following Experi-
ment,

3. Tcomprefled with my fingers the Ducrus upon the fifrh de-
fcending ertebra of theBack ; and M, Gayant having blown inte
the Quill, which was upon the feventh, the wind paffed not to
the Kidney, nor to the Emulgent ¥ein, W hich made us conclude
that the Communication was not beneath the fifth vertebra,
Then I compreffed with my fingers the Ductus Thoracicus and the
Vena Cava uponthe third defcending ertebra 5 and the Emnlgent
fivelled, when M, Gayant blowed into the Quill : Which gave
usmors ftrongly to believe, That the place of the Dacras 74ora-
cicws | whence goes the Channel of Commerce with the Emul-
gent, was between the third and fifth Zertebra of the Back, asthe
wind had informed us in the {econd Experiment,.

To be yet more affured thereof, M. Gayant {plic the Ductus
Thoracicws upon the third pertebra of the Back , and having
blown into it at the Quill, the wind came out at the Axillary
Vein, and the Afcending Cava 5 but the Emulgent {welled nos
at all,

We made a fourth Experiment , which feemed very carious to
us, and will not be mifs to relate here 5 viz,

4. M. Gayant having blown into- the Aorta | whereof. all the
branches, that had been cut, were tied up, it fivelled immediately,
and the Emulgent Artery grew tumid’ at the fame time: bur the
wind , that was protrunded thorow the Emulgent 4rtery into the
Left Kidney, returnzd not into the Emulgeat #esz 5 which taughe
us, that the Blood often pafleth, wherethe 47 doesnot,

We have an evident proof of itin the Kidney , fince that the
Blood of the Emulgent Artery, which goes to the Kidaey, returns
thorow the Emulgent ¥ein into the Vena Cava,. purfnane to the
Rules of the Circulation of the Blood 5 and that the 447 propelled
thotow the Emulgent Artery into'the Kidrey, comes not back tho-
sow the Emulgent Vein into the Vena.Caua,

We
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We have yet another proof thereof in the Zusngs , from the
Experiment , we made of it in the Affembly upon the Corps of a
Woman , that was there diffected in the beginning of February
laft; where we f(aw, thac the 4ir, which was propelled thorow a
Quill into the Vena Arteriofa (which is the drtery of the Lungs)
returned not thorow the Arteria Venola (which is the Vein there-
of ) intothe Left Ventricleof the Heart; though,by the Circula-
tion,the Blood pafs therewith eafe , and even Milk, which having
been let in by this Vens Arteriofa , returned eafily thorow the 4r-
teria Venofa, into the Lefi Ventricleof the Heart,

I draw no confequence from thefe Trials , as to the Channel of
Communication ; that pafles from the Ductus Thoracicns into the
Emulgent Vein 5 becaufe oneought to infer nothing from one one-
ly Body.- When we fhall be certain , that this Channel of Com-
merce is found in Men, as well, as-we have found it in this VWoman,
we fhall then judge better of itr ' Weare therefore going to make
frequent Operations upondivers Animals, to fee whecher we fhall
there meet with any thinglike it, to the end we may impartic to

the Publick,
A Defcription
Of [everal Kinds of Granaries, as thofe of
London, of Dantzick, and in Mufcovy.

Concerning the Granaries of London, the Inquifitive Dr, Merret,
(who indeed occafion’d the Inquiry into the reft | as athing,
which many were defirons to be informed about , for the bester
Prefervation of Grain , intimes of its Plenty) gives this Account

of them,

A Ll the Twelve Companies of London, andfome other Com-
8 panies and Private Perfons , have their Granaries at the
Bridge-Houfe in Southwark (where are a Juftice of the Peace , a
Steward , and two Mafters,) Thefe Granaries are built on two
fides of an 0blong ; one whereof ftands Northand Sonth, and is near
100 yardslong , whofe Lettice-windows refpect North-Exft, the

other fide may beabout 50 yards long 5 the Windows look  to the
North,



