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A1l Grand Prix Taupo, New
Zealand results

enough speed to complete the left a 24-year-old man living in
takeover. New Zealand's best chance Auckland, New Zealand with one

January 21, 2007

It was Taupo, New Zealand's turn to
host the sixth race Al Grand Prix
(A1GP) contest, it is also the first
A1GP competition this year and the
first AIGP race in Taupo ever. The
track in Taupo was just finished a
week ago.

In qualifying on Saturday, Germany,
driver Nicolas "Nico" Hiilkenberg,
managed to get the fastest two out o
four lap times, their first ever pole
position; France managed to get
second placing, with their first A1GP
driver Loic Duval; and Black Beauty,
New Zealand, driver Jonny Reid
managed to get third place. The
qualifying results determine the
starting place for the 14-lap sprint
race.

The first attempt at the rolling sprint
race failed because of line up trouble
so it was done again. During the sprint
race on Sunday the top three racers did
not trade places with Germany, France
and New Zealand remaining in their
respective order. The finishing place in
the sprint race determines the starting
place in the 50-lap feature race the
same day.

During the standing start feature race
Germany managed to get a strong lead,
leaving France and New Zealand to
battle it out for second place. New
Zealand tried to take second place a
few times but always not having

for a takeover was at lap nine at the pit
stop, but France had a one second
better pit stop than New Zealand did,
keeping their lead.

few drivers crashed during the
feature race and sprint race. A very
impressive crash happened during the
sprint race between Great Britain and
Malaysia, which resulted in Great
Britain's front being smashed.

¢ Germany, the overall leader with 65

points, easily managed to get first

blind eye.

The unnamed man wore the novelty
lenses for three days, after which he
sought medical advice. At that time his
cornea was already damaged.

It has been reported that the man, who
did not previously require contact
lenses, had an infected cornea after
wearing the novelty lens. The patient
underwent two emergency corneal
transplant surgeries to fix his eye and
regain vision. The man did not follow

place, around 19.5 seconds ahead of instructions given to him to minimize

second place France and third place
went to New Zealand. It was
Germany's first time that they had
managed to get a double win on the
same day.

Germany and Nico Hulkenberg, were
presented their gold medal by the
minister of recreation and sport,
Honourable Trevor Mallard, the same
person who gave the announcement to
the drivers, "Gentlemen, for the pride
of your nation, start your engine."

First place, second place and third
place got, as well as their respective
medals, a wunique piece of New
Zealand, a Maori carving, which got
progressively bigger for each placer.

New Zealander blind in one eye
because of novelty lens
January 22, 2007

Novelty coloured contact lenses have

the risk of rejection, and consequently
his cornea was destroyed by bacteria.

Doctor Trevor Gray, corneal specialist
and president of the Cornea and
Contact Lens Society, said: "He's now
got an opaque cornea that he can't see
out of at all, and has this big white-
looking eye like they've got in science
fiction movies."

Eye specialists have called for clear
instructions to be provided to those
buying novelty contact lenses. They

also called for regulation and
restrictions to be placed on their sale.
A loophole in the Medicines

Regulations Act means that a person
requiring contact lenses to correct their
vision must receive clear information
on how to use the contacts, but the law
does not apply to novelty contacts. Dr
Gray said some novelty lenses do
come with good information on how to
use them, but others do not. Australia,
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the United States, and Canada all have
laws requiring that proper information
be given out with novelty lenses.

The New Zealand Ministry of Health
have confirmed that they will follow
up the issue.

Dr Gray warns people using the lenses
not to share the lenses between people
to minimise the risk of catching
conjunctivitis, or hepatitis.

New Zealand policeman caught
speeding
January 23, 2007

New Zealand policeman, Sergeant
Gregory Arthur Smith has been caught
by a speed camera going 115
kilometres per hour (km/h) in a
50km/h zone. Sergeant Smith has been
charged with driving at a dangerous
speed, despite having been responding
to an emergency, and with his lights
flashing.

42-year-old Sergeant Smith was
responding to a priority one
emergency involving ten school
children on a crashed school bus, from
Isla Bank School in Winton,
Invercargill, New Zealand, and a car.
The crash occurred on February 9,

2006.

A priority one emergency means that it
requires immediate police attention.

The speed camera he was caught
speeding on was hidden in a parked
van trying to catch people speeding in
school areas. The campaign is titled
Speed Kills Kids.

In Invercargill's district court, the
hidden speed camera operator, Paul
Mussen, said that he saw the police car
270 metres away with its lights
flashing, it is unknown if his siren was
on, slow down for a pedestrian
crossing to allow pupils of James
Hargest Junior College to cross the
road. He then accelerated "hard"

towards him.

Mr Mussen has said that when he first
saw the police car turning onto Queens
Drive at the Layard Street and Queens
Drive intersection he thought, because
of the flashing lights, that he was part
of the same campaign. When
questioned by Bill Dawkins, Sergeant
Smith's lawyer, Mr Mussen said that
"it was too late to activate the stand-by
button which we're not allowed to do
anyway," which he confirmed that he
told police. Mr Mussen described the
stand-by button as a way to let
emergency services off having to do
"extra paperwork."

Craig Power, prosecutor, has claimed
that the speed Sergeant Smith was
driving at was dangerous because he
was driving in a residential zone,
school zone, 50km/h speed limit and
the school buses and the sidewalks are
busy at 8:43 a.m. (NZDT), the time
the speed camera caught him.

Later the same day, Sergeant Smith
faxed a report to the Invercargill
police stating that he had been caught
over the speed limit, what speed he
was travelling at, and that he was
heading for a serious accident.

A witness for the police, former sub
area police supervisor for the rural
region of Southland, Senior Sergeant
Olaf Jensen said that he was the one
who called Sergeant Smith to attend to
the emergency, giving him brief
details about the crash and telling him
that it requires immediate attention.

The case has not yet been resolved.

New Zealand policeman caught
speeding discharged
January 24, 2007

New Zealand policeman, Sergeant
Gregory Arthur Smith was captured on
a speed camera over the limit by 65
kilometres per hour (km/h). He has
now been discharged  without
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conviction in Invercargill District
Court today (UTC+13).

Sergeant Smith, 42-years-old, was
initially charged with dangerous
driving. After being found not guilty
of dangerous driving by Judge Kevin
Phillips, he was discharged without
conviction for driving at an excess
speed.

Judge Phillips said, before he
delivered his verdict, that the criterion
for Sergeant Smith to be discharged
was whether he was posing any danger
to the public at his high speed. And,
according to Sergeant Smith's lawyer,
Bill Dawkins, Queens Drive (where
the speed occurred) is different to
other roads in New Zealand, "If ever
there was a case where a court would
not convict then this is the very type of
roadway in which this might happen."

According to police witness, Inspector
Carey  Griffiths, road policing
manager, after a few pursuits that had
"gone bad" and police speeding, police
policy had tightened up.

On February 9, 2006, Sergeant Smith
was caught on a speed camera hidden
in a van, being operated by a civilian.
He was caught going 115 km/h in a
school zone in Winton, Invercargill.
The speed limit was 50 km/h. Sergeant
Smith was responding to a priority one
level emergency involving a school
bus with ten school children on board
and another car.

New Zealand police defend
decision to charge speeding
policeman

January 25, 2007

The New Zealand police have
defended their choice to charge a
policeman with dangerous driving
after being caught on a hidden speed
camera at around 65 kilometres over
the legal speed limit.

Sergeant Gregory Arthur Smith was
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charged with dangerous driving after
he responded to a priority one
emergency, which requires immediate
police attention. Sergeant Smith was
caught on a hidden speed camera at
115 kilometres per hour in a school
zone, the legal limit was 50 km/h.
Sergeant Smith was discharged
without conviction in court yesterday.

Inspector Kerry Griffiths, has said that
the police had made the correct
decision to charge Sergeant Smith
with dangerous driving.

Inspector Griffiths said that according
to clear police policy, a police officer
is not to put the public or other police
officers into risk while responding to
an emergency, under no exception.

Inspector Griffiths, ex-southern road
policing manager, has claimed that
there was already other police officer
on their way to the crash and Sergeant
Smith's speed was not warranted. He
said that police have a duty to drive
responsibly, even though they do have
the power to exceed the speed limit.

New host announced for 2007
Netball World Championships
January 26, 2007

Auckland, New Zealand has been
announced as the new host of the 2007
Netball World Championships,
beating  Christchurch.  Auckland
replaces Fiji as the hosts following
their coup last year.

The decision was announced by the
International Federation of Netball
Associations (IFNA) and the Netball
New Zealand Board (NNZ). President
of the IFNA, Molly Rhone, said:
"IFNA would like to thank both
Auckland and Christchurch for their
offers and welcome Auckland as the
new host of 12th World Netball
Championships in New Zealand."

Garry Moore, mayor of Christchurch,
said that it is disappointing for

Christchurch to not have gained the
hosting rights, but is still proud of the
bid they made in the very short time
frame they were given. "I want to
congratulate Auckland and wish them
all the very best in what will be a very
exciting time in the City of Sails." Mr
Moore has called for support for
Auckland, and has said that
Christchurch ~ will  still  benefit
financially from Auckland having the
hosting rights, as well as New Zealand
as a whole. He gives his luck to
Auckland for a successful
Championships.

The Netball World Championships,
which happens every four years, will
be held between 10 November and 17
November later this year, later than
originally planned so the hosts and
venues can be better prepared. The
games will be played at Trusts
Stadium, Waitakere, Auckland and the
semi-finals and final may be played at
Vector Arena, if it has Dbeen
completed.

Bob Harvey, mayor of Waitakere, said
that he expects millions of dollars to
be put into the local economy because
of the Championships. Mr Harvey said
the council put NZ$50,000 into their
bid to host the Championships and has
set aside $70,000 for the hosting of the
games. Mr Harvey said that he is
delighted that the region has managed
to secure the hosting rights, and
expects Vector Arena to be completed
in time to host the semi-finals and
final.

Don Mackinnon, NNZ Board Chair,
said: "We’re grateful to the Venues
who worked with their City Councils
and Netball communities in preparing

these  offers, and congratulate
Auckland  on  their  successful
proposal."”

Dick Hubbard, mayor of Auckland
City, is pleased that the hosting rights
were given to Auckland, the "home to
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25,630 registered netball players."
"Auckland City recognises the hugely
important role netball plays in our
community and 1is excited about
showing our passion for the game to
the world." Mr Hubbard said that the
Championships will also provide a
good start for Auckland in the lead up
to the 2011 Rugby World Cup.

Ruth Aitken, coach of New Zealand's
netball team, Silver Ferns, said that it
will be good for her players that the
Championships are being held in
Auckland. She said that playing at
home is a wonderful opportunity.

Mr Mackinnon has announced that a
new organisation will be formed to
help with the preparation of the
Championships, along with the work
NNZ has already done.

Ms Rhone, said that it was major
benefit for the Championships that
NNZ was willing to make the dates
and venues final so quickly, as it
means that preparation can now get
started for the venues and the 16
participating netball teams.

"Running a world class event in a
compressed timeframe will be a
challenge, but with the support of the
Auckland community, we know that
New Zealand will be able to host an
excellent World Netball
Championships," Mr Mackinnon said.

Mr Mackinnon said that he and NNZ
are looking forward to hosting the
championship, which he described as
the pinnacle event of Netball.

One of the reasons that Christchurch
did not gain the hosting rights this year
might have been because in 1999,
Christchurch hosted the event.

Students insulted on returned
New Zealand exam papers
January 27, 2007

Two New Zealand students have been

If you would like to write, publish or edit articles, visit en.wikinews.org/wiki/Portal:New Zealand



Wikinews New Zealand

insulted when their exam papers were
returned to them with rude remarks on
them. However one student received a
positive comment on a paper that he
got a merit in, the second highest mark
possible.

The two students were from Cashmere
High School and both participating in
the 2006 level three NCEA (National
Certificate of Educational
Achievement) external exams.

Josh Potter, 17-years-old, was one of
the students who were insulted. When
Mr Potter opened the package
containing his exam papers he saw on
his not-achieved media studies paper,
the large words: "GOOD ONE
DICK!!" written in blue felt tip pen.
When he first saw it he said that he
had to do a double take, "It is not the
right sort of thing to be seeing on your
exams."

"I was quite surprised. When I told my
dad, he thought it was a joke at first
but then he was quite shocked," Mr
Potter said.

The other student, Sanjay Narayan,
had a nice compliment on one of his
papers he passed: "NICE ONE
MATE," and the other paper, which he
failed, said: "You useless sack of
poo." The two papers were in statistics
and calculus.

The two boys say that they did not
hand in the papers with the words
written on them. NZQA (New Zealand
Qualifications Authority) also
confirmed this because markers had a
duty to report any broken rules, which
includes writing notes on exam papers.

Mr Potter's and Mr Narayan's parents
have both complained to the NZQA,
the authority who manage NCEA.

Mr Potter's mother said: "Luckily,
Josh is the sort of person who has
taken it quite well, but imagine if it
had gone to a student who was more
sensitive."

Mr Potter said that neither he, nor his
friends, wrote the messages.

NZQA has asked for all of the papers
from both of the students as they are
launching their own investigation into
the "serious issue." NZQA are already
confident that it was not preformed by
a marker, which has raised concerns
by Mr Potter, who asks how easy it
would be for someone to gain access
to it, and tamper with it. Which NZQA
declined to comment on.

R

A pile of returned and marked NCEA
exam booklets. Photograph by Gabriel
Pollard.

Page 4

License
This work 1s licensed
Ev under the Creative
Commons Attribution 2.5 License.
Articles appearing in this Print

Edition were published on the
English Wikinews website.

To view a copy of this license, visit:
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/
or send a letter to

Creative Commons

543 Howard Street, 5th Floor

San Francisco, California, 94105, USA

About Wikinews
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a diverse community where citizens
from around the globe (including
you) can collaborate to report the
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events. By making our content
perpetually  available for free
redistribution and use, we hope to
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