
“I surely wish the information in this book wasn’t accurate and true, but 
Marc is dead on and has captured what life was like at the headquarters 
of Scientology. I know because I was there and have my own set of similar 
experiences.”  Dan Koon – Escaped -2004

“Having worked for and with David Miscavige for most of my 18 year Sea 
Org career, I have never seen a better rendition of him than in this book!” 
Jean Dean - Escaped 2003

“Only Marc could make something so serious such an easy and funny read!” 
John Jones - Escaped 2003

“Marc’s writing sucks, but at least what he wrote was true. I was there and 
unfortunately all this stuff did happen.” Anthony Edwards - Escaped 
1996 

“Reading this book gave me hope that this place might get shut down one 
day. Marc recounts some horror stories that I was part of and maybe some 
of the people reading these details can help stop them from continuing to 
happen.” Jessica Brass – Escaped 2007

“I worked directly for David Miscavige for 12 years. Marc could not have 
explained what happened better.”  Sally Sawtooth Escaped - 2004 

After 15 years of over 100 hour work weeks, complete 
with mental and physical abuse, while being paid under 
50 cents an hour, Marc Headley had experienced enough. 
He knew that if he managed to escape he would be… 

Marc Headley grew up in Holly-
wood, California. His mother became 
a member of Scientology when he was 
just seven years old and he grew up 
around some of their most famous ce-
lebrity members.  Marc would join an 
elite Scientology paramilitary organiza-
tion at sixteen years old.  By his thirties, 
Marc would become an integral staff 
member of Scientology’s International 
Management Headquarters. After 15 
years of over 100 hour work weeks, 
mental and physical abuse, and being 
paid under 50 cents an hour, Marc had 
experienced enough Scientology.  In 
2005, after a dramatic escape from the 
heavily guarded Scientology compound 
in Hemet, California, Marc was able to 
restart his life at 32 years of age. Marc 
currently lives and works in California 
with his wife and two young sons. 

T
he International Base of Scientology. 
The sprawling 500 acre property 
located deep in the California desert. 

The local townspeople were told that Sci-
entology lectures and films were being 
made there. But is that all that is happening 
there? It is the location of a multi-million 
dollar home for L. Ron Hubbard, built two 
decades after his controversial death. It is 
the home of Scientology’s current leader, 
David Miscavige. Rumor has it that high 
ranking Scientology celebrities such as 
Tom Cruise have been there. So what 
really happens at the Int Base? Are the 
stories on the internet true? How does Sci-
entology conduct management of its day 
to day operations? Reports from former 
members have shown up here and there 
over the past 20 years. Could stories of 
armed guards, weapons, staff beatings, and 
razor wire fences surrounding the entire 
property be true? If so, how could a facility 
like this exist in modern day America?  

Hundreds of staff had made attempts 
to escape over the years. Some had suc-
ceeded but had never been seen or heard 
of again, but most had failed. Marc knew it 
would not be easy getting out of the Scien-
tology compound. Why were people kept 
here? Why did more people not attempt 
to escape over the years? What was it that 
went on at the International headquarters 
of Scientology?

This is the story of what happened 
behind the Iron Curtain of Scientology. 
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