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Going ‘Cornhusking” Over the Arctic Circle

By Kirell A, Lakhman

e Moscow Tribune

The wirplanes, a pair ol Antonoy
An-2s circa 1950), sit beside a short
airstrip outside St. Petersburg. 1 a

n look out of shape — like
tou much sala and not
1 miles on the treadmill — the

all its archaic stumpiness,

ginally designed in 1947 for the
t Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry tor crop-dusting, the An-2, a
chubby, single-propellor biplane nick-
named the Kukuruznik, or comhusker,
soon impressed Aeroflot engineers
who saw its work-horse stamina and
go-anywhere design as a healthy asset
10 the booming airline.

On July 10, the two biplanes, tech-
nical fossils of what was once the
rid’s largest airline, took off from
:rsburg on a month-long expe-
t will take eight crew mem-
wre than a tonne of supplies

ourney, the brainchild of
1 pilot-cum-thrill seeker

ological mission, documentary and
smiple adventure. It will ke the leam
among them writers, cameramen

s “just looking 1o do some-

" — 10 more than two

I willages and once-seeret
seattered throughout the
in steppes, ending in the
1 gulag capital of Magadan.
American aeronautics maven Ron
Davies will be aboard lor the expedi-
Lon,

A slight, excitable man with thick
ind a sharp wit, Davies was
asked to join the team by Lundgren
because ol his unique knowledge of
airplanes, especially of the pair of

The An-2, first designed in 1947 as a crop-duster, fitted as a floatplane. Now an international team of
sociologists, writers and thrill-seekers have taken the plane on a voyage along the Arctic Circle,

Antonovs donated by the Russian
Amaleur Aviators’ Association.

The author of A History of the
World's Airlines, Airlines of the United
States, and Aeroflot: An Airline and Iis
Aircraft, Davies, formerly a Lindbergh
Fellow of Acrospace History at
Washington, DC’s, Smithsonian
Institution and currently its Curator of
Air Transpon, has devoled most of his
life 10 avialion research. When
Lundgren, himself a pilot for Air Bedin
in Germany, approached Davies with
the prospect of [lying with him across
Siberia, he jumped at the chance.

“When 1'd heard that these enthusi-
asts were getting together for a flight
across Russia, 1 knew that was what 1
needed to do,” said Davies, a native
Briton, who is also a Fellow ol three
British  Royal Sociclies
Acronautical, Geographical, and the
Arts — and an associate of the French
National Air and Space Academy.

“What a terrific opportunity to see that
part of the world under such wonder-
ful circumstances.”

Davies, who turned 73 last week, is
no stranger to high adventure. He trav-
elled to Antarctica three years ago on
a similar expedition, and has travelled
the world over in his research for the
Smithsonian and other organisations.
“I've always had a wanderer’s lust,”
he said. “I have an instinct or interest
in the world's wild places.”

The journey, which is as much
ribute (o aviation echnology — or, in
this case, simplicity and elemental
reliabilily — as it is 1o unspoiled
adventurism, will offer the team an
intimate look at a part of the globe
where dozens of cultures were long
kept hidden from the eyes of the
world. “A very important reason for
the trip is to witness the changes in
society that happened over the years
throughout Siberia,” explained

Davies. “There's so many sociological
aspects we want to look at,” he said,
“"How are thesc people getting on
today” after the collapse of the com-
munism that was never theirs yel
always there, he asks.

Accompanying Davies on the weam
will be a crew from the Smithsonian
Communicalions Department as well
as a French wlevision crew, cach Lag-
ging along in the hopes of cupturing
the unique hues and myriad perso

ties of the vast region and re-telling
the journey as a documentary, From
the Russian !
Petrozavodsk through the ancient
Arkhangelsk 1o the once-secret mili-
lary assembly-line towns of Norilsk
and Anadyr, the trans-Siberian exped:-
tion will travel cast along what Davies
calls the “Northern Route,” tauking the
two planes, coughing and squeakin
with age, along the Arctic Circle ©
ning the length of Russia’s Far North
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Denmark, Ireland and an exciting range
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have the privilege to announc
Moscow’s authentic Germ:

PIVNUSHK A BIE]

hors d’oeuvres eisbein pig feet prepared

according to a special recipe, fried ribs,

chicken and ather famons delicacies. Yo

You are welcomed to taste dishes from Ger
food-stuffs. We serve eight different dralt be

(A

scrumptious Bavarian frankfurters, smoked




