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‘A snow avalanche with very unusual
results is reported from Norway. It
gave the people of Christiania some-
thing to talk about for a week. The
unigue phenomenon occurred among
the low mountains back of the capital
on March 13. There had been an ex-
traordinary fall of smow, and then came
a big thaw, which melted a great deal
of the ioe in tbe littie Lilledal river. A
very . large number of fish had their
home In this stream. and what hap-
pened to them is the unusual featureof
this avalanche, says the New York Sun.

In the night a large mass of snow on
the hills on owe side of the stream
slipped from the slopesand glided with
great velocity down into the river. The
face of the avaianche was about a mile
in length, and for that distance it slid
into the river, not sharing the river bea
with the water, but violently ejecting
the stream and the tish living in it.

The force of that concussion must
have been very great, for the waterand
fish were hurled hundreds of feet. Next
morning the people were very much
surprised to find, high on the slopes of
the hills bordering the other side of the
valley, a great number of fish scattered
over the snow. For some days there
was & most unusual sort of tishing in
progress. Men, women and children
were floundering about in the snow
gathering the fish in baskets, and the
people living along the valley had all
the fish they could eat without baiting
& hook. .

NOT A FAIR TEST. -

Feor the Victim of Rables Died trom
the Treatment om the
KFifth Day.

They were talking about hydropho-
bia and rabies. One of the party was a
well-known Philadelphia physician,
says the Chicago Evening News. He lis-
tened quietly to the quasi-scientific the-
ories of the others, and when they had
quite finished, one ot them said:

“What have you got to say about it,
doctor?”

“Well,” he said, thoughtfully, “I
would not exactly like to say what my
opinion is. 1| might be misreported;
but 1 will tell you, if you like, how the
disease was treated 100 or 200 years ago.
At that time hydrophobia, in common
with every other obscure disease, was
thought to be the work of a devil, and
all sorts of queer tricks were resorted
to to drive him out. There is on record
a case which occurred at Colchester, in
England. It was a woman who had
been biiten by a rabid dog. The cur
was killed, of course, and the treat-
ment of the woman was in keeping with
the period. She was placed in a bath
of tepid water up to her neck
and ducked seven times, each time be-
ing kept under so long as she could hold
her breath. This was to be repeated
every seven hours for seven days, she
being fed on milk only during the treat-
ment. Unfortunately, she died on the
fifth day, but the doctor gravely re-
marked that it was a pity, for if she
bad held out two days longer she would
have been cured. And that is probably

: true.”

AN [VORY WAREHOUSE.

It Is One of the Most Interesting
Buildings om the Great
Loenden Decks.

One of the most intercsting ware-
houscs at the London docks is that
which contains ivory. Here theivory is
collected for the great sales by auc-
tion which take place quarterly, says
the Golden Penny. These constitute
the largest ivory sales in the world,
some 90 tons being sold at each sale, at
a rough aggregate of $500,000. The
world's annual consumption of ivory is
estimated at something like 2,500,000
pounds, valued at $4,500,000, and to sup-
ply this amount 70,000 elephants must
be killed. The consumption in Shef-
tield alone requires the afnual slaugh-
ter of 12,000 auimal!s. Africa supplies
the greatest bulk of ivory, and it forms
one of the principal exports of the
Zanzibar merchants. One firm some
Years ago sent away in one year as
many as 6,000 tusks. The supply of

! ivory is not what it once was, and it
seems as if the wild elephant, like the
American bison, must eventually be ex-
terminated. The Indian wild elephant
has become so scarce of late that India
is now obliged to import a considerable
quantity of ivory, indeed, the demand
for ivory is constantly increasing, and
as the supply becomes less and less the
price of ivory rises proportionately. A
vast amount of fossil ivory is exported
from eastern Siberia to various coun-
tries, chiefly to the comtinent, where it
is more highly esteemed than in Kng-
land.

No Care for Seanickness,

Notice should bie takien of the efforts
which have from time to time been
made by the marine architect to miti-
gate the miseries of seasickness, writes
Clark Russell, in the Pall Mall Gazette.
He has doubled his ship, he has slung
his ship as in a cradle. To no purpose.
Thelife of the channel steward remains
an arduous one. Seasickness is not to
be considered by the shipwright. If it
was merely the rolling motion that cre-
&tes nausea, then a hammeck or a cot
would be as sure a relief as a twin ship
or a cradie-hung saloon. Sickness ia
caused by the several motions of the
8¢a combined, and the worst of these
movements the builder cannot possibly
deal with—1 mean the trough into
which the ship falls, and the liquid ac-
clivity to whose frothing head she
leaps.

_
‘ Queer Flag of Truee.
A Bansax voldier who was present at

e capture of Masoios says that the

fag of truce displaved by the patives
, Who remained in the town when the

Awmeficun troops advanced was o pair
a? swhite tronxery,

i .
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WHAT HE WAS THINKING. |

Whem the Dull Witness Made Up
His Mind to Speak the Law-
f ‘yer Suffered.

A'member of the Louisville bar named
Simmondson, who was in the habit of
intimidating the opposing witneases,
was once engaged in the trial of a case
involving the title to some farm lands,
and a number of countrymen were
called to testify on the other aside.
When Simmondson came to cross-exam-
ine, says the Denver Post, he harassed
them in every imaginable manner, and
whenever they would show signs of
confusion would roar out: ‘“What are
you hesitating for? Are you afraid
| you may tell a lie?” If the victim re-

plied “No,” Simmondson would retort:
© %] was sure you didn’t mind a little
thing like that;"” and if the answer was
“Yes,” he would say, with a sneer:
“Aha, I thought so.”” The last witness
he took in hand was a tall, lank farmer,
with & thoughtful eye. He had watched
. the baiting of his neighbors in dead
. silence, and took the stand with perfect
composure. Simmondson evidently
set him down as a lout, and when the
witness hesitated over some question a
. moment later, he fired his favorite
" shot: “What are y' studying about?”
. he bellowed, “ 'fraid of telling a lie, too,
1 suppose?” Without any apparent

haste the countryman picked up a mas-
. sive inkstand and hurled it straight at
! Simmondson's head, catching him on
| the bridge of the nose and knocking
him senseless. “That's what 1 was a-
| studyin’ about,” he drawled, in the mo-
| ment of dead silence that followed the
| act. Needleas to say, a tremendous hub-
" bub ensued, but everybody was secret~
ly pleased, and while the judge fined
' the farmer heavily for contempt, he
- subsequently remitted the sentence.

ANTISEPTIC BARBERY.

Formic Aldehyde E-pldyed as a Dige
infectant with Complete Suc-
cess by a Freanch Savast.

. €
o .

To renderinoffensive the instruments
used by hairdressers is an aim most de-
sirable to be attained in order to pre-
vent the spread;of certain complaints.
But although washing the hands before
and after each loperation is easy and
should be insisted on, and the fumiga~
tion of the linen used is comparatively
easy, it is another question when it
comes to disinfecting scissors, clippers,
razors, combs ofj brushes, says the Chi-
cago Times-Herald.

The various methods in use in sur-
gical practice for sterilization cannot
generally be employed by hairdressers,
dry heat, the autoclave and antiseptics
deteriorating their instruments. Pe-
‘troleum, which s commonly used, does
nog destroy germs or parasites except
when crude, and the commereial oil is
refined and deodorized.

M. Sabrazes, of Bordeaux, having de-
voted his attention to the disinfection
of barbers’ implements, tried vapor of
formic aldehyde as obtained from the
. paraformic pastilles of commerce when
heated over a spirit lamp. Success was
complete, whether in regard to brushes
or other implements taken from a bar-
ber’s shop without preliminary cleans-
ing. In other words, every instrument
proved thoroughly sterile, whereas oth-
erwise they always yield abundant cul-
tures when a few fragments of desqua-
mation or hairs are taken from the
soiled instrument and cultivated.

TEN ORANGES FOR A CENT.
——

That Is the Price at Which 'l'hei
Can Be Bought in Porto
I Rieo, :
1

The man th) had recently returned
from Porto Rito was walking through
a down-town street with a friend, when
the latter stopped at an Italian’s fruit
stand and inquired the price of aranges.
The veteran from the tropics sniffed
disdainfully at the rather unatt}ractive—
looking fruit, and whistled injamaze-
ment when the dealer named § pretty
high price, says the New York Tribune.

“I wonder what they'd think of that
in Porto Rico?” he remarked. “Why, a
few weeks ago, just outside of San Juan,
I met a man carrying a great basket
of the finest oranges I ever saw. They
were about three times as big as these,
and were full pf sweet juice, as I found
by trying one, I asked him how much
he wanted for|the lot—there were 60—
and he said: ‘Ten centavos'—about six
cents of our money. Think of it! Ten
for a cent. I|closcd the bargain, and
when I got intg the city I began to boast
of it. But it |didn't scem to impress
people much. | In fact, one seemed to
think I'd been swindled. ‘

“‘You could have bought. them
cheaper than that,’ he said, seriously,
‘if you had got|them in quantity.’

“I don’t believe I' cat oranges any
more, now that I've come northi—too
mach of a contiaat, buth in quality and
prive. to what §'ve been paying.”

=~

Hardtack and{Coffee in the Trdnches.

“When the hardtack .came up that
afternoon 1 felt much sympathy for the
hungry unfortunates in the trenches
and hated to condemn them to six
hours more without food,” writes Col.
Roosevelt in Beribner’s “but 1 did not
know how to get food in to them. Little
MeGinty, the | bronco-buster, _volun-
teered to make|the attempt, and | gave
him permission; He simply took a case
of hardtack in |his arms and darted to-
ward the trenghes. The distance was
but short, and} though there was an
outburst of fire| he was actually missed.
One bullet, hawever,: passed through
the case of hardtack just before he dis-
appeared with |it into the trench. A
trooper named Shanafelt repeated the
feat later, witha pail of coffee. Apother
trooper, George King, spent a leisure
hour in the renr, making soup out of
some rice and ¢ther stuff he found in a
Spanish house: he brought some of it
to Gen. Wood, Jack lirecuway and my-

‘o Inhimi of ot to

gelf, and nothing could have itasted
more delicious.?
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ANIMAL HEAD FORMS.

They Are Made in Great Variety and
Sold in Large Numbers ia
This Country.

There are made for furriers and for
other uses great numbers of animal
head forms, shese being reproductions,
in a composition used for the purpose
or in papier-mache, of the heads of va-
rious animals, including squirrels,
foxes, wolves, bears, tigers and almost,
if not, indeed, every known kind of ani-
mal, large and small, says the New York
Sun.

Animal head forms are commonly
made with the mouth open, showing
the inside of the jaws and the tongue
and the teeth. These parta, in heads of
all sizes and whatever the animals may
be, are finished and colored by the head-
form manufacturer. The eycs are com-
monly put in by the furriers and others
using the head forms when the forms
are covered, though they are sometimes
put iu by the head-form manufacturer.
There are made in artificial eyes re-
produetions from nature of the eyes
of practically all known animals and
birds. Such eyes are sold and used in
the aggregate in enormous numbers.

The smaller animal head forms are
sold by the gross; big ones, like bears
and tigers, by the dozen. Taking them
all together, large and small, the num-
ber o animal head forms used is very
large, amounting in this country to mil-
lions annually. The smaller heads are
produeed at very emall cost. Formerly
thg animal head forms used in this
country were imported from Germany
and England. Now they are made here,
and some American head forms are ex-
ported.

WHERE ICE 18 WELCOME.

!
o
Gen. Funston Longed to Cut the Iée
of Smccess and Has nt Last
Founa ft.

i

In connection with the possibility of
Gen. Funston having a political ambi-
tion, J. W. Gleed tells a story which
gives much insight into the character
of the man, says the Kansas City Jour-
nal.

Gleed was in New York on the day
Funston sailed away to join the insur-
gent forces in Cuba, and accompanied
him to the steamer to say good-by.
While the pair were talking at the
steamer landing, Funston spoke of his
probable future, and said:

“Willis, I have no ambition to get
rich. I'wouldn'tgetinto politics for any-
thing. I am afraid I have no settled
aim or clearly seen ambition. But, nev-
ertheless, I want to cut some ice in the
world, and I intend to keep hustling un-
til my time comes.”

This yearning to cut ice has been
manifest in all the movements of the
restless, tireless, always moving young
Kansas soldier. lle has searched for
his opportunity from the Arctic to the
equator. Never staying anywhere long,
ke has dropped one thing after anotKer
in a fashion that made his fricnds fear
he was a changeling aud unstable.

But now they begin to comprghend
that it was the eagerness and fretful-
ness of & mighty ambition, and that
what they deplored in him was the very
characteristic that was to lead him on
toglory.’ Atlast, 10,000 miles away from
home, he found a chance to cut the ice
of his ambition, and in cutting he cut
aplenty.

TRICKY PETS.

The Dossy amd the Momgosse Are
Fomnd of Playing Jokes oa
Thelr Owners.

The dossy, or “rock rabbit,” iz & new
pret which haa been brought from South
Africa, and he is a very nice little fel-
low, but he has one little trick that
nervous old ladies do not like. He
waits till he finds hia master or a friend-
ly visitor aslcep or reading or writing,
and then he creeps as quietly as a
mouse to as great a distance as he can
jump, and wheén the busy person is not
looking for anything of the Eind he
springs square on that person’s lap
or knee, or on the table beside him, fly-
ing off again, light as a bird, and is out
of the room while the astonished person
is having four kinds of fita.

Theé mongoose, a furry little animal
about the size of a cat, which is used to
hunt snakes, also plays a trick of this
kind. It cannot jump, so it climbe up
behind the busy peracn, never making
the least bit of noise, and all at once,
while the busy one is thinking perhapa
of something clear on the other side
of the world, they feel a cold, black nose
pushed up againat their ear, and turn
around with a shriek to see the mon-
goose, with its face full of miachief,
running away to its box as fast as it
can go.

—_— -

Feminine Plomeery of Lomg Ago.

A copy of a curioua newspaper has

" been found in the French national ar-

chives, says Literature, It is dafed
January 4, 1808, and ig called I'Athenee
des Dames. The articles are evidently
written by women and the object of the
paper seems to have been an attempt
to place women on ap equal footing
with men. The feminine pioneers of
1808 were evidently nearly 100 years
ahead of their times, 4 Fronde, the
Parisian newspaper written, printed
and published by women, is now in its
third year and appears to be succeasful,

while only one copy ot I'Athenee des
Dames is to be found,

. ——\
People Whe Say “Smuire.”

The French are very proud of having
discovered the word “smart,” which
they apply in every sort ot incongruous
way, using it 20 times per day. The
word “smart” has even crossed the
Pyrenees, only altering its complexion
in transit. A tourist the other duy saw
8 gaudy parasol in a shop window of
the Rambla at Barcelona, and on it was
a huge ticket inscribed in flaring cap-

itals: “Smark!t® This was a canine
variation.

IT SURPRISED HIM.

J S

ileard Smooth Lnhguage from

|
The Professor LExpefted unth. Buat
the igdinm,

The late Prof. Marsh loved,to tell of

an adventure which lonce fell him
while a _member of 3 party| of fossil
hunters in the Indiiqn courﬁt,ry, says
Forest and Stream.

The whole party rqalized that they
were in a dangerous countrt; and all
hande were constantly| on the watch for
enemies, and were cageful not to wan-
der far from the command; oor if two
or three fossil gatherers did gb off from
the main body they tpok with them a
number of soldiers to stand guard while
they worked.

One day Prof. Magsh wad hard at
work on his knees in m of the
narrow ravine digging away the soil
from a hone whioh stuck oyt of the
bank. He was entirely absorbed in his
task and noticed nothing of what was
going on about him uptil the brilliant
sunlight was cut off by a dark shadow,
and he looked up to see standing above
him a grim Indian warrior holding his
rifle ready.

The professor’s heart leaped into his
throat. He forgot whiere he was. He
strove to utter a propitiatary “How,”
but his dry lips refused to form the
word, and he could oly swallow, try-
ing to get rid of the lupup in his throat.
Suddenly the savage bent toward him
and spoke: |

“Have I the honorof|addressing Prof.
Othnell Charles Marsh, the eminent
paleontologiat of Yale collegeR” he in-
quired. oo

The revulsion of fedling waﬁ almost
too much for the prdfessor, who was
now even less able to s
been before.

It developed that
small boy had been

of theology and sent k to the west

It Is Not the Job, Hut|{the Ma p—There
Are Some Poselbilitics|in
Everything.
“We are forever goif & to begin work
in earnest to-morrow|’ said Mr. Stay-
bolt, “and we are nevpr satisfied with
the job we've got, and| we perform the
labor involved in it in gnly a half-heart-
ed manner, but we are going tg work in
dead earnest when we get a jab to suit
us, says the Chicago Tiribune. |
“The fact is that to-morrow, when we
get to it, will be to us hs to~da$’ is to us
now.  We shan't fee| any niore like
work: and that othed job, wWhen we
come in actual contact with i‘r and see
it close at hand, won'{ suit us/any bet-
ter than the one we'vejgot now does.
“The truth is that {ve are dawdlers
and shy of work and trying| to get
along just as easy ax we can. | We hate
to pitchin and go at tHings. |
“The time for us to kvork is now, not
to-morrow, and the job for usito collar
Is the one we've got. | Round that up
in style, do the workl (‘ompl‘tcly and
thoroughly, and vou'lllbe astonished to
find how you'll bripg it ‘Fut and

whatchances there arelin it; apd every-
body that knows about| vour work. or is
in any way concerned pr affected by it,
as it is done well or il will b delight-
ed to see it well doneeverybody likes
to see a job, whatever |t is, weéll done—
and pleased with the Joer; add there's
money in it every timg.

*“It isn’t the job tha{ makhed success;
it’s the man; and donjt ygpu forget it.”

GENERALLY SUPERIOR.

That Is What Is Satd of they Women
Who Rially | Refuee
to Marry.

P '
Generally speaking [womed who be-
long to this ciass are the best of their
sex.  Some people thlink thiey prefer
single blessedness becjuse tley have a
“mission” which call§ them to some
useful work or other. { No ddubt many
ofthemdoemploy theid time with great
benetit to their fellowlereat res; stili,
we think they would Have been willing
to marry had they mcf one Whom they
could love. ilither thdy are faithful to
the memory of the (fast od the man
whom they could hake malrried has
uever crossed their path.  And being
women of the utmost honor{and recti-
tude, they prefer “old maidisth’ to mar-
ry for the sake of marrying. Savs a
dear old lady of this|type:| “No! I
never had a love story]” she said to us.
“One or two men havel agked me, but [
never yet saw ‘him’ whom ! dould have
loved.” Dr. Talmage gays: *I'wo cra-
dles, each with its tiny occupant, com-
mepce rosking; one mphy be thousands
of miles from the othdr. Through the
long rvears those cradles ar rocking
toward each other; when they meet
there is a marriage made iy Heaven.
Duwt maybe one oceu pbant dies, and
then? Well! We have|the wgman whao
refuses to marry.”
—_—
Plagiarist and| Sulcide.
Toulouse has been startled by an
army officer committing suictle on ac-
count of plagiarism. Uapt. Capsagnade
sent in a poem to the Flora] Games,
which received a mindr prize and was
printed with the othes priza pieces. A
lyces professor accidentally opened the
book and recoguized the poem as an al-
ready published produ¢tion of his own,
with the exception of adozen lines. He
informed the prize cqmmittde of the
plagiarism and the captain was asked
for an explanation, wljereupon he shot
himself. The committ4e went|so far as
to state that if it had hot beem for the
captain’s own ad:dition|the pogm would
have recelved the first| prize.

Queen Victorth’'s Eyes.
Queen Victoria’s fist trouble with
her eyes came on longl before/ she aa-
cended the throne. Ap a girl sl}e was
quite nearsighted. and it was| at one
time feared she would have wear
glasses all her life.
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ROMANCE OF A COIN.

Chicago Man’s Souvenir, Given to
His Sweetheart in '8z,
Comes Baeck.

Thirty-seven years ago Maj. §. Rich-
ardson, of Rosalie court, in Woodlawn,
enlisted in the confederate army. One
day lately came a strange sequel to the
romance of his enlistment. Maj. Rich-
ardson is a southerner, and when he
donned the gray uniform he parted
fromasouthern girl who was his sweet-
heart, says the Chicago Inter Ocean,

“Give me some trinket for a keep-
sake,” he asked her.

She agreed to give him a keepsake if
he would give one to her. Womanlike,
she asked for a gilt insignia in his coat
collar, which designated the young sol-
dier's rank.

“No, I can’t give you that,” he re.
plied, “but I'll make Yyou a present of a
25-cent piece with my name stemped
upon jt.”

The coin he gave her was dated 1544,

and across one side was engraved “S.-

Riehardson.” From that day to this
the major has never heard from his
southern sweetheart. He came north
after the war, and is now living in Ro-
salie court. A few days ago Maj. Rich-
ardson had a note from a bank in the
city saring that there was a coin there
with his name on it. Maj. Richardson
came downtown post haste. The coin
was dated 1844. It was the keepsake he
gave his sweetheart 37 years ago. Maj.
Richardson is married, and has several
grandchildren.

SOAP SPOILS BEER

Two Ounces of 1t Will Speedily Ruin
a Milliem Dollars’ Worth
of Lager.

“Do you l’mnw that $1,000,000 worth
of beer could be utterly spoiled by two
ounces of soap”” said a Madison avenue
saloonist to a Cacinnati Enquirer man.
“TWell, it's a fact, A little pellet of soap
—any kind of scap—dropped into a cask
containing hundreds of gallons would
konock the life out of it quicker than
¥ou could say Jack Robinson. The lye
and the grease in the soap simply stops
the fermentation of the beer, and it
loses its effervescence at onee, Some
years ago a prominent brewing com-
pany of this town had 10,000 gallons of
a particularly fine brew stored in its
cellars. One day a member of the irm
tapped one of the casks, and subse-
quentlyothers,and discovered that they
bad 10,000 gailons of fluid that wasn't
worthas much as so much water. Every
gallon of it was as lifeless as canal
&qua pura. A brewmaster who had a
short time previous los: his position
with the firm was suspected of the 10b,
in revenge for his dismissal, but the
brewing company had no proof.and, be.
sides, the man might have been inno-
cent. But therc was every evidence that
soap had been naed.”

HER HAND IS REBELLIOUS.

It Writea for Its Owaer, Rut Not Ex=
actly What She Means to
Expresas.

. :

“T would 'like to speak to your con-
sulting librarian,” said an anxious-
looking woman to an attendant at the
public Mbrary one day lately, says the
Chicago Inter Ocean.

She was infermed that all of the em-
ployes are “consulting librarians,” and
she explained her troubles.

"l want to find out what ails my
hand, Vshe began.

“For several years a peculiar maiady
haunts me. 1 am a copyist by profes-
sion. 1 take up a pen to write, and it
sets down things 1 never thought of or
saw. I can’t tell at all when 1 begin to
write what I shall be made to say.”

It was suggested to the woman that
she might be a medium.

“No,” she replied. stoutly. “I don't
believe in supernaturalism. I want you
to give me m book that may explain this
complaint.”

For days the woman has been devour-
ing literature on hrpnetism, science,
spiritualism, and all sorts of isms.

“No, I haven't found it,” she says,
shaking her head, in answer t0 ques-
tions at the end of the day.

Told of the King of Spaim.

A writer in the London Telegraph
tells the following story about the king
of Spain as throwing light on that royal
lad’s life: *‘One day, during his history

_lesson, the king asked his professor to

tell him how Spain came to lose Chili,
Mexico and otber Spanish-American
colonies. The story was marvated so
thrillingly and artistically that the
royal boy listened spellbound and con-
tinued after it had ended to sit ab-
sorbed in meditation. Atlastathought
having struck him, he looked up to his
professor and inquired: ‘What must [
do in order to get back those countries
for Spain?" ‘The first and most im-
portant thing of all,’ replied the cau-
tious and diplomatic pedagogue, ‘is
that your majedaty should—should—
grow up to be a man. When you area
man—' ‘H'm!’ muttered the lad, dis-
enchanted, ‘when I'm a man itisnota
history professor’s advice that I shall
be asking. I shall have a prime minis-

ter to tell me then.” ™
—_——

Leopardas. ;

Though the leopard will sometimes,
as all rcaders of Mr. Selous’ books
know, break into a hut and kill a man
at night, it{s usually very much afruid
of him by day. A noted hunter has
himself more than once beaten a leop-
ard to death with his stirrup when he
bad no other weapon handy.

Valuable Cargo of Rubber,
Recently a ship of only 2.500 tons care
ried from Para, Brazil, to New York, a
cargo of rubber which waa insured for
$3,000,000.

—_—_—
Fijis All Christianized Now.
Fifty years ago there was not a Chrig-

tian on the Fiji islands: now there is
not a heathen.
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CRUSHED A DIVING BELL.

The Tremendous Water Pressare at
Great Depths Shown by an

Odd Accident.
4

A crushed mass of iron in'a Pitts- + .
burgh scrapyard demonstrates the tre-
mendous pressure of water at a great
depth, says the New York World.

It was constructed for a diving bell
for msein Lake Michigan. Asoriginally
constructed it was about six feet squars
and tapered slightly at both ends. The
material was phosphor bronze, more
than balf an inch thick. Each plate’ i
was cast with a flange, and they were .
bolted together. the bolts being placed
as closely as was consistent with
strength. The side plates were further
strengthened by iron ribs an inch thick
and two inches wide.

In fact. the entire structure was
strongly braced. The windows to be,
used us outlooks by the divers were
three inches square, fortified with iron
bars and set with glass plates an inch
ibhick. The weight of the bell was 23,-
000 pounds.

When completed it was sent to Mil-
waukee and towed out into the lake
about 12 miles, where there was over
200 feet of water. and was sent down
fur a test. The manufacturer was so
confident of the strength of the bell
that he wanted to go down in it.

He is glad now that he didn't. When
the bell reached the depth of about 100
feet strong timbers attached to it came
to the surface in a splintered condition.

Suspecting an aecident, the bell was
hauled up and found to be crushed into
a shapeless mass. The inch-thick plate
glass bull's-eyes were shattered. The
pressure that crushed this seemingly
invulnerable structure amounted to a
total of 2,723,548 pounds, of 1,362 tons.

A CRAB FAMINE. |
B

Am Unexpected Scaretty ci.’lﬂ [
Rise of Three Hundred Per
Cent. tn Priee.

The prices of crabs bave rizen 300 per
cent. in the east. During an ordinary
season the price per dozen is in the
neighborhood of 25 cents. This year !
crabs bring from 69 to 75 eents per
dozen. From one dollar a barrel the
price has soared to three dollars, four
dollars, and even five dollars.  As a
usual thing New Yorkers cousume
about 25 barrels of crabs each day. For
the past few menths, sinec the severe:
cold weather of the winter, the leaders
have been compeiled to be contented
with whaterer they could get. Some | 1
days not more than four barrels wouid
be received. The supply has varied' |
from that amount to 15 barrels. The
famine is due tn the severe cold.
weather of last winter. It usually oc- ;
<urs that after excesding cold weather ’
the supply of shell fish becomes scant.

Five or six menths’ time is required to

get the sources of supply back to their
normal producing condition. The very .
cold weather of last winter had the ef-

fect of driving the crabs to hibernae
in the mud and to seck deeper and,
warmer water. The hibernating crabs.
have not yet made their wayv ott of the
mud, and it will remain for the next
change of tide to umcover them. Dur-
ing the winter months the crab supply.
is received from Norfolk, a few from
Annapolis and from the lower points
on the Chesapeake Lay. In summer
the Potomac river supplies the crabs
used in the city.

BLEACHING A NEGRO.

Strange Story from Vienna of the -
Effect of Eleectricity Upon
a HBlack Skim. !

~

Two years ago, according to the Vi-
enna Fremdenblaty, a Viennese mer-
chant brought back from a busineys.
trip in Africa a Soudanese negro 19
years old, named lbual Lacho. :

Ibual soon learned the ways of Vi- A
enna, beginning with the German lan-
guage, astonishing the boulevards with
elegant costumes and finaily aequiring
certain fashionable nervous disorders,
These a famous neuropathic speciaiist
subjected to electrical treatment.

Strange to say, lbual began 10 grow
white, gradually passing through the
coffee-and-milk stages, until he became
in complexion Caucasian, though the
shape of his face remained unchanged. !

Ibusl's doctor thinks that the black :
pigment in the boy’sskin was gradually o
disintegrated and washed out, as it
were, by the electrical eurrent. The
chief coloring matter, melanin, or pig-
mentum nigrum, found in the eve, hair, ‘
and skin of the negro, containsiron and
strongly reacts upoa electrical applica-
tion.

American physieians will hardly
know how seriously to take this report.

It is well known, hewerer, that negroes
are much more susceptible to the action

ot electricity than white men. There
Lhove been several cases of the severe
burning of negroes by the application

of the X rav, usually harmless to white
akins. It is now generally considered .
dangerouy to X-ray a black man ’ N

German Soldiers’ Toothbrush Drill, -
The German military Medical Maga-+

zine pleads in the interests of the com-~

munity for a more careful supervision !

of the teeth of soldiers. A military doc-

tor haa collected material from his owut

regiment, and finds that 1,009 men have

eamong them 4,630 decayed weth. Only

164 men were found with ail their teeth "

intgct. The use of the toothbrush is '}

one of the duties of every soidier, but, '«

an this officer maintains, the toeth- f )

brush is employed for any purpose ex- |

cept 10 keep the teeth clean. lle there- |

fore suggests that superior officers

should pay more attention to thispotnt,

and insist on the noncoms. seeing that

tbe toothbrushes are used, for their

destined purpose. Ue further pro-

poses that a certain number of young

dentists who are serving their year

should be supplied with inatruments

and look after their comspade=s’ teeth,

-
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