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HISTORY OF CLASSIS HACKENSACK
' CHRISTIAN REFORMED 'CHURCH

INTRODUCTION , (
Sesqulcentennlal Date of Organlzatlon o Saturday August 17, 1974

Glassis Hackensack through the course of the past 150 years had times of spiritual
and material prosperity and poverty. The foundation that Classis Hackensack has
built upon is: Jesus Christ our Lord who is the chief cornerstone. '"And upon this
rick T will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it".
Matthew 16 verse :18-b.

With the above thought from the Scripture we will write a brief history of Classis
Hackensack of the Christian Reformed Church who commemorates their sesquicentennial
on Sunday August 18, 1974 in the churches and on Tuesday evening 8:00 p.m. Sept. 24,
1974 at the oldest organized Christian Reformed Church in Classis Hackensack and in
the Christian Reformed denomination, namely: the Richfield Christian Reformed Church
of Cllfton, New Jersey.

’Classis Hackensack was organized on Tuesday August 17, 1824 at Hackensack, N.J..
It was a classis formed by the authorization of the Synod of the True Reformed Dutch
Ghtewtt in the United States of America. This deéenomination was organized on October
24, 1822 in Schraalenburgh, N.J. by churches who had seceded from the Dutch Reformed
Church of America. The Classis, as it stands today, has' twenty church of which only
‘three are of the original group of the True Reformed Dutch Church when they affiliat-
.ed with the Christian Reformed Church in the year 1890. They are the Richfield
Christian Reformed Church in Clifton, N.J., the Trinity Christian Reformed Church in
North Haledon, N.J, and the Monsey Christian Reformed Church in Monsey, N.Y. 1In
< order to obtain a picture of the background history of Classis Hackensack of The
True Reformed Dutch Church in the United States of America and later of the Chr1st1an
Reformed Church, the following chapters will be discussed.

Chapter One - Historical Background of the 1822 Secession

Chapter Two - The Reasons for the Secession as Revealed in the Secession Document

Chapter Three - The True Reformed Dutch Church as a Denomlnatlon and Organization of
Classis Hackensack

Chapter Four - Contacts that Led to Classis Hackensack's Affiliation with the

’ Chrlstlan Reformed Church
Chapter Five - Secession of Churches from Classis Hackensack
Chapter Six - The Seceded Classis Hackensack of the True Reformed Dutch Church and
It's Dissolvement

Chapter Seven - Classis Hackensack - Christian Reformed Church During the years

1908 to 1974 : .

"CHAPTER ONE
Historical Background of the 1822 Sccession From the Dutch Reformed Church in America

When the Holland people began to settle in North America under the supervision and
guidance of the Dutch East Indies Co. they established c¢olonies along the Hudson
Rlver from New Amsterdam to Albany and also at Bergen New Jersey and on Long Island,
N.Y. They organized at New Amsterdam, which today is a group of churches known as
_the Collegiate Reformed Church, in 1628.



2.

In 1664 the British came and demanded the surrender of the colonies at which time cleysp
churches had been cstablished. Holland 1mm1grat10n then became dormant for almost 200
years, After the English took over the colonies they bégan to immigrate and establish
their Episcopal and Presbyterian Churches. The major language which was Holland now
became English and though the Hollanders were handicapped by the English 1anguage

their churches flourlshed, and they became a powerful factor in the religious Iife of
the colenies. Churches wére . organized at Hackensack, Acquackanonk, N.J. and Tappan, NX.
Between the years 1664 and 1737 the Dutch Refermed Churches increased to sixty-five,
churches° : . . , S : e

4t this time there were only six ministers who served these churches and many of these
churches had the service of a minister about two or three times a year. The churches
when they had no service of a pastor an elder would lead the worship service and a .
voorleezer, who could be the same elder, would read a printed scrmon, for the splrltual
edification of the people, The Schraalenburgh church:was onc that was organized during
this period in 1723. Because of the great risk and expense, very few men would go to
the Netherlands to study and preparc for the ministry and be ordained and return to
America to serve their church and only a few ministers were persuaded to comy from

the Netherlands. So earnest and progressive men took measures te form an organization,
celled the Coetus, which took measurers for educating and ordaining ministers among
themselves, Conventions were held in.1737 and 1738 in New York at which a plan was .
perfected and sent to the Netherlands,

It took Fla551s of fmsterdam nine years to decide what to do beecouse of infulences
by - the ,opposition which had arisen in the colonies. In 1747 the . ;Classis of fmsterdam
gave thelr approval, but the concession given was not adequate to glve rallef to the

churches in the colonies,

In 1753 ﬁhe Coetus assumed full power sf ; c1a351s. This was appraved by the churches
at a session held May 30, 1755 So the Coetus then ordalned several men into the
mlnlstry without the consent of 01“8518 Amsterdam. This was OpposedAby a mlnorlty
group who became very bitter in their opposition and orgenized under the name of
Conferentie.

The two churches of Hackensmck and Schraalenburgh were under one mlnlstry who pastor
was Rev./ntonius Curtenius. He had come from the Netherland ond ‘was the sole pastor
of this church until 1748. On the 13th of August 17&8 the Rev, John H. Goetsehius ,
was called as a colleague of Rev; Curtenius ,to serve these churches. This call was’
approved by the Coetus. Rev. Goetschius was 1nsta11ed uﬂd ordnlned on QOctober 16
1748. : :

Rev. Curtenius was one of the number who formed the Conferentle party recognlzed by
Classis Amsterdam. Two opposing party pastors indicated that a terrible division exist
ed in this church. The controversy became sc bitter that the different parties would
not speak nor greet each other, nor worship together. VWhen the Coetus group were
worshipping at Schraalenburgh the Conferentie. group would worship at Hackensack. The
groups would. alternate between these churches every Lord's Day.

In 1772 a reconciliation took place under which the churches seemingly prospered
working under indipendent church con31tut10ns, and church governments which in allﬂlts
features were the saome as the Reformed Church was worklng under in 3900° Dr. John
L1v1ngston vho was born’ in Poughkeepqle, N.Y. and had his theologleol training in the
Netherlonds returned to the colonies and brought back 2 plan of union “nproved by ‘the
church authorities in the Neitherlands. This plan was for independence from Classis



Amsterdam. There was <to be one general body called a Synod with five divisions which
are called Classis, TFull power of self government, discipline, and above all, the
right to examine and ordain candidates for the ministry. The delegates who were a
fair representation of the Coetus, Conferentie, and Neutrals subscribed to this

Plan of Union and sought for the subscription of those who were not present. In
1772 the Article of Union was confirmed by the Classis of Amsterdam. The organiza-
tion of the Reformed Church in accerdance with this plan was effected and five
Clagsis were formed namely: New York, Kingston, Albany, New Brunswick and Hacken-

“ sack. The Classis Hackensack of the Dutch Reformed Church was established in 1772,

- In 1768 or 1769 the Rev. Warmoldus Kuyper became pastor of the Hackensack Schraalen-
burgh church. He represented the Conferentie group of the church at the 1771 con-
..vention in New York. In 1775 Rev. Dirk Romeiin became pastor of the Coetus group of

_the same church. Rev. Romeijn took 2 prominent part in the activities of Classis
Hackensack (D.R.C.A,) but on the part of Rev. W. Kuyper and his consistory there was
an unwillingness to attend sessions of Classis.

The strife was also aggravated by the Revolutionary War and proved to be increased
trouble in the congregations of Hackensack and Schraalerburgh. A group of Dutch
Tories of the Conferentie group with the British raided the parsonage at Schraal-
enburgh where Pastor Romeijn resided; but had fled. The Tories broke the doors
and windows, ravaged the house ard barn and left the place an empty shell.

In 1785 Rev. Dirk Romeijn left the Hackensack-Schraalenburgh church leaving Rev. W.
Kiuper of the Conferentie gruup as the only minister there. In May 1786 Rev, W.
Kiuper and his elder Jan Romeijn took their seats in Classis Hackensack (D.R.C.A.)
for the first time in the fourteen years existence of the Classis., At this Classis
the call extended by the Coetus group to Rev. Solomon Froeligh was approved. In
1786 Rev. Froeligh became the last minister of the churches: of Hackensack—Schraal—
enburgh while they were in the Dulich Reformed Church,

Rev. Froeligh at first cooperated with the desire of Classis Hacksack (D.R.C.A.)
During this period of harmony and peace the congregation built a new church building
on the Green in Hackensack in 1791, acress the s’reet and on the northside of the
Bergen County Courthouse. After five ycars ¢t peace the congregation of Rev. S,
Froeligh presented a.petition toc Classis Hackensack {D.R.C.A.) requesting a dissol-
ution of the wnion agreed tec in 1790 and the congregations of Revu Solomon Froellgh
and of Rev. W. Kuyper be declared. uerarate churches. :

r and assumed as many outsiders did,
of stubborn men and that with some

Rev. Froeligh came inte the church as a sir
that the guarrels were nothing more than a h

good will the difficulty could easily be se ¢, He found this™to be much differ-
ent, On a Sabbath Day sermon he preached from Jevemiah 15 vs.19-21, a text that.
fimpressed_hlm. " Therefore saith the Lord, if thou return, then I will bring thee
again and thou shalt stand before me, and if thou take forth. the precious from the
vile, thou shalt be as my mouth, let them rcturn. unto thee, but feturn thou not

unto them.? Tt was clearly revealed unts Jeremiah, and by the same word made known
to his faithful servant (Rev. Froeligh} who after this in all his preachings kept
close to that line which the Lord stretched over those congregations. For inter-
pretation of this sermon was that Rev., Froeligh's congregation was the precious and
the congregatlon of Rev. W, Kuipers was the vile. BRev. Kuypers who was now in the
mid sicties became infirm and asked Classis Hackensack (Dutch Reformed) for emerita-
tion which was granted to him at the next session. Five days later Rev., Kuyper died.



Rev, Froeligh then sought to unite the congregations but sigte in 1795 he had soughti

i~ the dissolution of thie congregations. that he had helped to unite 1t WAS now. 1mp0551b1e

'to axpact the congregatlons to become one aga1n.

At the May 1799 session of'Classw Hackensack - (D R C. A.)atéal-l was -approved that was
extended by the Hackensack-Schraalénburgh Church to the Rev. Jacobus V. C. Romeijn.

‘He ‘was ‘one who .promoted the Conferentie principlesi:  The Classis approved the call,

but Revs S. Froecligh and his friends cast negative votes because: 1) an elder was
seated’ in Classis as'a representative from the other group of the Hackensack-Schraalen-

“burgh church, '2) the call wgs approved while an appeal from the decision of the Particu-

lar Synod had not yet been tried, and 3) the corporate seal had been affixed to said

~icdall by those consistories without the authority from the body corporates - Under:all

these differences, appeals and protests to Classis, Particular Synods - ahd‘Géne@al'Synod,

Tothe session of ‘the General Synod of 1800 approved the call of the Conferentle group in

ﬂhe Hackensack-Schraalenburgh churches.

The General Synod of 1800 also decided to dissolve Classis. Hackensack in ﬁhe Dutch
Reformed Church ond organize two classes., The one classis to be known as Classis
Bergen with Rev. Jaecobus V.C.Romeijn's Conferentie Church assigned to it. The other
Classis to be knnwn as Classis Paramis with Rev. S, Froeligh's church assigned to it.
The*controversy between the two churches remained. It took, accordlng to church or=
der, a more circuitous route to come to an agreementc ' ' 5

Rev. Froeligh's congregation decided to build a new church edifice on the Schraalen-
Jburgh church property. An attempt by the other group to share in the buildirng of this
church was denied by Rev. Proeligh's groeligh's group. Inétead'they sent a mileffhrth-
er north on the Schraalenburgh Road, which today is Dumont N.J,, and built their
church on'a new site during 1801, Both churches are beautiful -early American arch~
itecture. - Rev. Froeligh's church was built in 1799 and Rev. J.C. Romeijn's church

in 1801, the only difference being that the steeple of Rev. Romelgn's church ‘was

made twenty feet higher than the steeple on Rev. Froeligh's church, ' :

In 1792 .the Provisional Synod chose Dr, Solomon Froeligh as its 1ecturer in’ theo-

. logy and five years later he was made a local professor’ ‘without a- salary. A num-~

ber -of students were prepared for the ministry under his instruction at home,- In
1799 the Particular Synod appointed him as a teacher in Hebrew, At the General '
Synod of 1803 it was seen that-¥he system of having local professors serving with-
out salary stood in the way of accompllsh1ng the purpose of establishing a Central
theological school with an endowment for the support of its professors, ° Tt was
therefore decided that these professors should continue the honors of their offlces
durlng their 11ves, or good behav1our, but should have no suceessors. g '

'Dr. Livingtston, who ‘had been a proféssor under the Prov151ona1 Synod ‘#inéd 1784 was
nOW'eleated as the one permanent professor by the General Synod of 1803. At the same
timé' the election of the previous year, by the Particular Synod, of Dr.‘S. Froellgh,
Basset and Kiupers as teachiers in Hebrew was set aside ‘as unauthorized., The Genéral’
Synod of 1803 procecded to elect two professors from a nomination of Dr, S, Froellgh,
Baseet ‘and Jeremiah Rome1Jn. Dr. Froellgh falled to be elected, whlle Drs. Basset and
Jeremlah Rome13n suceeded ' .
‘About 1810 an endownment was ohtalned for a theolog1ca1 chair and Dr. L1v1ngston WWS
called to occupy it with a regular salary. He was elected pre51dent of Queens Colleg@

~ now Rutgers, ﬁherefore he” left his pastoral charge at the Cslleg1ate church in New
“"York, and resided in New Brunswick. After this, Synod requested all students of
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in theology to pursue their studies at New Brunswick under the care of the church,
These happenings caused great disappointment to Dr, Solomon Froeligh,

—

Shortly hereafter there was a great conflict between the North and the South Church.
The North Church in Dumont belonged 1o the Confexcutie Group and the South Church
in Bergenfield belonged to the Ceetus Group. It concerned the transfer of membership
papers between the two groups. One example was that of a young couple whose membor-
ship was in the Yorth Churclh of Rev. Jacobus V.C., Romeyn. The couple was under sus-
pension but was admitted to the Scouth Church of Rev. S, Froeligh upon confession of
faith., The reasoning was that their request of tranfer from the North Church to the
South Church would have been refused anyway; so this other method was used. This
brought a charge against Rev., Froeligh by Rev. Romeyn at Classis Bergen, then on te
the Particular Synod and then to Classis Paramus which was Rev, Froeligh's classis,
Rev. Froeligh answered the charge with a statement from his consistory that they
accepted the responsibility for their action and pledged their honor to stand by
their pastor to the last extremity in administering to said members the ordinances
of God's house. This case was shuttled back and forth between the classes and the
particular synod until it “}inally reached the General Synod of 1822, The synod
sustained the particular synod for a retrial of Dr. Soleomon Froeligh., Classis Pa-
amus had previously acquited him, so now by order of the General Synod Classis
Paramus reluctantly set a date for the trial in 1823, This date was after the Se-
cession of October 1822 and therefore Dr, Froeligh did not. appear. During all these
proceedings between the South and the North Church other troubles were brewing in
the Dutch Reformed Church. ‘

At the General Synod of 1817 a pastoral letter yug authorized to be circulated among
all the -churches warning against all the false doctrine which as a dark gloomy
cloud of error was advancing from the East. This referred to New England where
Universalism.was spreading over the church. Early in the year 1818 a book was intro-
duced in the area of Classis Montgomory in central New York by the Rev. Conrad Ten
Eyck entitled: Sclections On The Atonement" which advocated unlimited atonement and
other errors. Thus his teachings were not in accord with the Canons of Dordt, one

of the srandards adopted by the Reformed Church. The friends of sound Calvinistic
theology were alarmed and opposed Ten Byck. A meeting of the consistory at Owasce
N.Y. was called. Rev. Ten Eyck was pastor there. Instead of retracting the errors
he had begun to disseminate, he openly avowed his sentiments on.indefinite atone-
ment. Rev. Ten Eyck was asked to appear before the Classis Montgomery at Owasco
N.Y. in 1819 as a consequence of certain reports. His wrotten defense was:"I confess
that I do believe in the doctrine of unlimited atonement and therefore have preach-
ed it. I do believe it agrees with the standard of our church and therefore I have
made the affirmation," Classis Montgomery made the following decision:"The opinion
of Classis is that the sentiments of Rev. Ten Lyck as expressed in his defense are
not inconsistent with or contrary to the Word of God and the standards of our
church. The differcent views on the subject under comsideration are not of such a
nature as ought to destroy the peace and harmony of churches and the fellowship of
Christian brethren.” The matter was taken by protest and appeal to the Particular
Synod. Its decision was that Classis Montgomery should rescind their resolution and
it instructed Classis to labor with Rev. Ten Eyek so as to reclaim him from his
errors and to deal with him according to the article of the church relative to -
false doctrines. At the General Synod of 1820 the Particular Synod reported the
following in the Ten Byck case:"In conformity with an injunction by the Particular
Synod making it the duty of Classis Montgomery to labor with Rev., C. Ten Eyck and
endcavor to convince him of his errors, he has been writiten unto by some of the
ministers of Classis to whom he returned an answer", It could clearly be seen that
the Classis did not at all labor with Rev. Ten Fyck., There was no recantation or

an cxamination of Rev. Ten Fvelk.
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On the 18th of Oct. 1820 in a debate at the Geméral Synod -held at Albany, Rev.
 Mr. Palmer lost his seat as a delegate because of a breach of order in speaking
out with a remark that "he hoped to see ﬁhe day when the authors referred to
together with our standards should be cons1dered subserviant to the Word of God".
Because he refused to apologize he was " unseated for that Synod. A breach of
order was more severly dealt with than proclaiming a heresy. S

After the meeting of June 1821 four ministers finding that a division of Classis
Montgomery promised by the Particular Bynod was declared inexpedient, and seeing
ne hope of purity or peace, withdrew their connection and wrote a letter statlng
their reasons for doing so.. They were deposed as ministers of the gospel. They

wers the Rev.'s He v, Wyckoff, Sylvan Palmer, John C. Tol and Albert Ammerman,

Wnen the General Synod of 1822 was in session in New York the prevalence of
heresy, the neglect of dlsclpllne, profamatlon of the sacraments and the hope— o
lessness of a reformatlon was dlscussed by friends of the Dutch Reformed Church,
Dr. Solomon Froelxgh who was ‘at this session, had no hope for a change for the
batter for all his attemﬂts had now failed. As a last resori he intended to
move on the next mornings session that a convention be called to settle the pre-
sent dispute about the meaning of these three standards of the Dutch Reformed
Church and what in fact was the doetrine of the Dutch Reformed Church., This
motion of Dr. Froeligh was contemptuously rejected and left unrecorded in the
minutes.

0n the return of Dr. Froellgh from the Synod of Aug, 19, 1822 he called his
congregation . tegether advising them to withdraw from the Dutch R&formed.ChurCh,
so that purity of cotrine might be malntalned and discipline for false doctrine’ K
he made effeetual.. The. cangregetlon voted 37 for and 37 against. Rev. Froe11gh
called for a day ef fasting and prayer and labored anew with his congregatlon.’;
The, reason for the opposition to secession was that they did not thlnk 1t qulte ‘
the, time for it as yet. v
Drt S. nr0e11gh trovelle& north to Central New York State to ‘confer with the
group of deposed ministers in connection with opposing the Synod in dellheratlng
the Ten Eyck casc, They agreed o join in with him in & seceaslan from the ok
Dutch Reformed Church. ' ‘i SRR
Gn Oct 922, 23, and 24, 1822 a sccession gﬁtherlng took place at thé South Phurch
in Schraulenburgh, N.J,. Dr. Froeligh who 1bd ﬁhls sécession wus now seventyu' e
two years of age. ‘

CHAPTER TWO
RIASONS FOR SWCESSIOV IN THE SECESSION DOCUMENT

Tt.e secession document belng rather 1enghty we w111 omlt in this brief history.
We will point oat ﬁhe Teasons for the secession.’

Gince the SGCQded dhurehes have 1dent1f1ed themselves as .the True Reformedv ;“;_
Datch Church in.the United States of. Amerlca, the initial subject of this -

document would be on thée true church. It begins im the manner: "If a éhurdh‘_‘ ‘
that once was noted for. its: soundness, in faith and later hecomes. cerrupt in ;)f
principle and practices, thée faithful mewbers should net. pr931p1tate din medltafﬁ;
ting secession, but with patience and zeal should strive with every cffective

measure to effeect reformation., But if the floodgates of error and practlces are
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opened wide so that they can not be closed again by ordinary means, the
~ peace of the church is no longer to be maintained at the expense of truth and
‘good government, it then becomes the duty of the faithful to avail themselves
of the last resort which is to retrégrade and assume their original character.
In other words the final act is secession from the former church., Then the
document refers to the definition of a true church as stated in the 29th Aftlcle of
the Belgic Confession, The definition is as follows:
l. A true church is vwhere the pure doctrine of the Gospel is preached and .
 maintained. \
2, Vhere the pure adwinistration of {he sacraments as 1nst1tuted by Christ
~ is maintained.
3. Where true Christian discipline is exercised, g
Summarizing this: '"Where all things in the church are managed according to the
pure word of God. All things contrary thereto rejected and Jesus Christ acknow»
ledged as the.only head of the churck,

Then the document gives the definition of the Holy Catholic Church according to
the Heidelberg Catechism Lord®s Day 21, The answer is :"That the Son of God from
the beginning to the end of the world, gathers, defends, and preserves to himself
by his spirit and word out of the vhole human race, a Church chosen to everiastlng
life agrecing in faith", e

The true church therefore is fhe church where it must be found that they maintain
purity of doctrine and agree in true faith, ‘For the church is built upon the
foundation of the prophets and the apostlos that is the doctrine of truth as
taught by them "Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone M ;

Tbe Sacraments~
Baptism belongs to believers and their ¢hildren and the sacraments to be
administered to adults who believe and manifest true faith and to the children
of such and none others. The Lord's Supper belongs only to believers as’ :
question 81 of the 30th Lord's Day of the Heidelberg Catechism indicates. The

© following according to the above catechism question are not admitted: Hypocrites,
ungodly and infidels, Also those that teach false doctrines. ‘

Christian Discipline = As taught in the %ist Lord's Day and Art. 33 of the Belgic
Confession of Faith. Christian discipline is exercised for those in the church
vwho proclaim false doctrines, lead offensive lives by administering reproofs and
if they are obstinate then further reprocf by excommunication,

" GRIEVANCES

A serldus attentlon to the state of that church called the Dutch Reformed Church
as it now'exists (that is in 1822) and comparing it with the aforesaid marks,
w111 discover a departure of that Church from its adopted standards. :
i, Of. the marks of" a true church - God's Word and Gospel. '

a. Members everywhere in the congregation of that hody (D. Ref. Church)
living in utter ignorance even of the first principles of all true religion
and so without love and fear of the true. God.

b, These members also 1live profane and ungodly lives hav1ng no respect for
God's holy name, his laws, word and worship und under these circumstances, with-
out the exercise of discipline admitted to the use of seallng ordinances.

2, Of the marks of a True Church - Sacraments

a. Indiscriminate administration of the sacraments without any regard to
qualifications, Parents are admitted to preoent their children for baptism
without the manifestotion of any true knowledge of the nature of that Ordlnancee
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b. In regards to the admlnlstratlon of the Lord's Supper ﬁhey find ' churches that
are composed of members that are far from manlfestlng ‘evidénces of’ true falth and
piety, that when fundamental doctrlnes of the Christian rellglon as taught 'in the
standards of ﬁhelr church are brought in questlon, they appear not only 1gnorant of
but even become avowed enemies thereto.

3. Of the marks of a true church - Dlsc1p11ne T ' o '

a, It is truly awful to behold, with but a few exceptlons whole churches composed
of ignorant, prayerless, wicked baptized members and also of ﬁhls'character recogn1z-
ed as members in full communion, : .

b. The treatment of those ministers and clders that have endeavored to be falth—
ful in reforming the church from this evil. =~ = : S .

1, They have been hated, derided, persecuted been named troublers of Israel,
inventors of new things, All ‘manner of evil spoken ‘of ‘them faldely, .

2, Those ministers and elders who please the vulgar and the wicked are held in
high esteem and are well provided for in their physical needs.

Out of these members the consistories of the churches are composed.

The Class1s and Synods are consistued of this type of delegates and thus the o
'Judlcatorles of the church are made up of ignorant and impious men who haye not
the fear of God before their eyes. What can be expected of such men haw. gia
seat in the counsels of the church? Out of the congregations thus situated
originates many of the ministers. Thus many young mén destitute of the renewing
grace of God hetake themselves to the study of divinity and obtain admittance: to
the office of sacréd ministry., Therefore many:of this character are licensed -
for the sacred ministry and when the real interests of the church, the maintenance
of purity of doctrine and the discipline of the church are brought into questlon <
declare ﬁhemselves on the side of error, : o

: - OTHER FRIEVANCES %
1. Rev. Conrad Ten t?‘yck was’ left to preach without a dlsavowal or reeantatlon
of his error in doctrine'which’ was ‘revealed in a2 book he had prlnted and : dls- _
tributed entitled "Selections on the Atonement", g
2, A minister who for 'a breach of’ order, spoke out of ‘tumn at the General Synod
of 1820, which met at Albany, N.Y,, was unseated as a delegate and publicly de-
graded, after refusing to apologize. Making a breach of order at the General
Synod dealt w1th more serlously than to preach and propogate a heresy. ...
3. A call was approved subscribed by the mindrity of a! consistory with: a. seal
of a corporation’ aff1xed to it without am order from the body politic.. . This
refers to the call from the Conferentie group of the HackensackpSchraalenburgh
church that extended a call to the Rev. Jacobus V,.C, Romeijn.
4, Admission of an elder to a seat and voice in Particular Synod, vho was not
delegated by any 0133515 from the sake of galnlng a magorlty on an appeal relative
to the above call, »
5. They have formed a congregatlon w1th1n a congregatlon at Hackensacklschraalen-
burth, o :
6. They have declared a mlnlster ag an 1nd1v1dua1 respon51b1e for acts done by
the cons1story. » Coen
7. They have refused when earnestly sollclted to call to account mlnlsters who
under ﬁhelr signature declared thelr approbatlon of the pub11cat1on of Rev.;C.
Ten Eyck. : ,
' 8. They have restored to offlce ‘a m1n1ster who had been suspended for 1ntemper—
ance upon his presenting in writing not mentioning the. crime he was suspended for,
9. They have suffered the church to be overrun: with HopklnS1an1sm (a forn of Armen-
ian doctrine from Rhode Island) ©o - .
10. ‘They have rejected a motion for: call1ng 8 general conventlon for the purpose
of deflnlng and explaining the doctrine: of: the Duéch Reformed Church relatlve to
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atonement and concealeu it from tae public by not having the motion recorded.

11, They have deposed ministers for no other crime but that they could not in
conscience associate with men who advocate Hopkinsian errors, 4 _
12, They allowed Methodist ministers to preach in a Reformed Church, Persons of
the Methodist faith are invited by Reformed ministers to the Corrmmnion table and
the ordinance of the Lords Supper actually administered to them. (Probably should
not be admitted to- the Lords Supper because of Armenianism)

The document then declares therm to be the True Reformed Dutch Church in the I_J‘nited
States of America. After a few closing remarks the final appeal is to the Great
flead of the Church and Searchers of all hearts to invoke his divi;ie blessing.

The docunent was 81gned by five ministers:
1, Rev. Abroham Brokaw, church at Ovid, N.Y.
2. Rev. Sylvanus Palrmer, church at Union, N.Y. e
3. Rev. John C. Tol, church at Middletown, N.Y. in the Cana;;ohane Section of N Y.
"4, Rev, Henry Ve Wyckoff, 2nd church at Charleston N.Y. '
5. Rev. Dr, Soclomon Froellgh, church at Hackensack-Schraalenburgh, N Je
Bleven ElderS° '
1, Mr, nbraham Wartnan, Ovid N.Y.
2. Mr.,Hugh Mitchell, Waterlo, N.Y.
3 Mr.’Henry Fesco, 2nd Church in'Charleston, N, Y
4, Mr. Simon Demarest, Hackensacky Schraalenburgh, N.dJ.
5. Mr. Peter De. Demarest, " " "
6. Mr, Albert Brinkerhoff, " " "
7. Mr, Willien Christie, " L "
8. Mr, Henry N. VanVoorhies" u "
9. Mr, Benjanin Vestervelt " " "
10Mr, John Terhune, " . " "
11 ,Mr, Cornelius Terhune, " " 1
Nine Deacons: '
,__:é, Peter Vosburgh, Union, N,Y.
TR2. Mr, Henry V. Banta, Hackensack - Schraalenburgh, N.J.
3. Mr. David B. Demarest " "
4, Mr, Richard Scott, " "
5. Mr. Casperus T. Zabriskie" "
6. Mr, John T, Van Buskirk "
7. Mr, David Kipp " "
8. Mr. Sarmel L. Demarest " m
9. Mr., Richard Berdan " "
:
CHAPTER THREER
The True Reformed Dutch Church As 2 Denomination And Orgenization of Clasms
Hackensack

On October 22, 23 and 24, 1822 ten seceder delegates ret at the church in
Schraalenburgh, N.J. to form a docurent which gave the grounds and rcasons for the
intended organization, The delegates 11s*bed in Chapter Two clected officers, of :
_whon: Rev, Henry Wyckoff was President, Rew. John C. Tol was Secretary. The commltt@
appointed to fortr the document were Dr. Solormon Frocligh, Rev. Sylvanus Palmer, :
Rev. John C, Tol, Elder Henry PFresco and E'lder Henry Wortmen. When the cormittec
corppleted the Secess:wn Docurtent™ after two days of session the ten delegates and
the consistory of the Hackensack—SchraalenKburgh church subscribed to it.’
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The business! of organization now began. It was unanimously decided to have the
judicatories of the new church organization consist of only 2 classis and consist-
ories and the classis shall. be -known .and distingushed by the name of The Classis of
The True Reformed Dutch Church in the U.S.A., The Classis shall consist of every
minister who has a charge, elder, delegated by the consistory, every ninister in good
standing, who has no charge, and two elders delegated by a consistory of a vacant ‘
congregation, The ministers of this body together with an clder are hereby severally
authorized to organize congregations in connection with this Classis when duly applied

for,

The next official gathering of the Classis of the True Reformed Dutch Church was
scheduled for Tuesday June 3, 1823 at Watervliet, N.,Y, The main activity of this
session was to receive reports of churches organized and to obtain and establish™a
neans of preparing students of theology., This session at Watervliet, N.Y. was for
two days of business. It was reported that two congregations were organized, con- .
sistories elected and delegates for these churches were present at this sessiom. '
They were Owasco, N.,Y. =2nd Pararms, N.J, The delegates were acknowledged and. seated.
Mr. Archibald Mac Neil a licentiate fronm the Presbyterian Church of Scotland was
granted one year pernission to preach at Owasco, N.Y. Dus to the next session of
Classis being scheduled for June 1, 1824 two other special sessions were held under
special circumstances. The first meeting was held July 11 and 12, 1823 at ‘the. home
of Willian Ostrender at Danube, N.Y. Two applications for erganization of. churches.
at Danube, N.Y. and Osquack, N.Y. were received and acted upon favorably. The two .
churches had also extended a call to Candidate Stephen Z, Goetschius and he had
accepted the call., This session having four ministers ond four clders present
proceeded to examine Condidate Goetschuis, He was accepted and ordained on Sunday
July 13, 182%, The next special session was held on Masch 23, 1824 at the home of .
James Lansing at Johnstown, N,Y. with 4 ministers and 5 elders. Student John V.S, .
Lansing made application for candidate to the ministry, was examined and accepted. .

The next scheduled session of the Classis of the True Reformed Dutch Church was held
on June 1 through June %4, 1824 at Hackensack. Six ministers and seven elders consti-
tuted the delegates for this session, The following churches were received under the
care of the Classis and their delegates were received and given a seat upon s1g1ng
the Forrmla and Declaration: New York City organized Sept, 1823, Ram%po, Nedey
organized May 1824, Rev. James D, Demarest pastor, Bnglish Neighborhood, pastor

Rev. Cornelius, T. Demarest, Montville organized in 1824k, Rev, James G. Brinkerhoff
pastor, Viyanants, N.Y, and Poesten Kell, N.Y. . A call was extended by Owasco, N.Y.
to candidate Archibald Mac Neil, Candidate John V,S. Lansing received a call fron
Wyanants and Poesten Kell, N.Y. Rev. John Demarest who had no charge was. adaitted
upon his expressing a desire to come under the care of (lassis. Rev. Cornelius T.
Demarest of Znglish Neighborhood accepted a call from New York City and Rev. Janes

G. Brinkerhoff of Montville, N.J, accepted the call from English Neighborhood. Rev.
John C. Tol was appointed with his consistory to organize a church at Bethlehen, N.Y.
Candidates 7., Mac Neil and John V.S. Lansing accepted their calls to Owgsco, N.Y.
and Wynmnts-Poesten Kell, N.Y.. The two candidates were exarminced for the ninistry
and accepted. Rev. A. Brokaw and Rev. S, Z. Goetschius were appointed to ordain
and install Candidate Archibald Mac Neil as pastor at Owasco, N.Y. and Rev. Palmer
and Tol were appointed to ordain Candidate John V; S. Lansing as pastor at Wynanta-
Poesten Kell, N,Y, After all the above busincss was corpleted the classis reorgan-
ized and became known as The Syned of The'Tfﬁe Reformed Dutch Church of the United
States of fmerica. The Synod was to be composed of two Classis: Hackemsack and
Union.- Classis Hackensack consisted of the Following congregatlons° Hackensack-
Schraalenburgh, N.J., New York City, N.Y,, ©English Neighborhood, N.J.s fontville,
N.J., Ramapo, N.J, and Pararms, N.J. Classis Hackensack to be organized on the 3rd
Tuesday in Aug. 1824 (fug. 17) CTassis Union consisted of the following congregations:
Ovid, N.Y., Gwasco, N,Y., Danube-Osquack, N.Y. Charleston, N.Y., Union, N.Y.,
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Middletown—Westerlo /in the Canajoharies, N.Y., Wyanats-PrestinKell, N.Y.
Classis Union was organlzed at Owasco, N.Y,.on.the last Monday in Septem-
ber of 1824, :

On -Tuesday August 17, 1824 Classis Hackensack was organized. Six churches

were represented with 5 ministers and 6 elders, Arrangements were rade to organ-
ize a church at Clarkstown, N.Y., vwhich later became known as Nanuet., Rev. John
Denarest was sent to organize this group on Oct. 11, 182k. A petition was
received by the April 26, 1825 session of Classis Hackensack from a group at
West New Herpstead, which later become the Monsey, N.Y,. group. : The petition was
dated April 25, 1825, The group was taken under the caere of Classis Hackensack, °
but no date of exact organization was given since this group was a joint congre-
gotion with Ramapo, N.J,. flso at this session of Classis arrungements were. nade
to fill a,request for orgunlzatlon at Acquackanonk‘ Rev. Cornelius T, Demarest 7
of the. New York. Clty church was app01nted to organize them. He and an elder .
pre51ded at a meetlng on Saturday, Moy 7, 1825 at which a cons1story was clected.
On Sunday. May 8, 1825 the comsistory was installed. by Rev., C.T. Demarest and so
our oldest organ1zed church in the denomination was established,

The following is a compardtive list of churches between 1825 and 133C:

General Synod
of June 3, 1830

General Synod

of June 7, 1825 CLASSIS FHACKENSACK

Congzsgations Pastor Organized gastor Congregations
Hackensack- . 1636 none Hackensack
Schraalenburgh S. Froeligh 1723 C. Blauvelt Schraalenburgh
New York City C.T. Demarest 1823 .C.T. Demarest New York City "
Paramus, N,J. none 182k - J.G, Brinkerhoff Paramus , N.J,
English Neighborhood J.G. Brinerhoff182%4 - none Eng. Neighborhood
Ramapo, N.J. none 182k J.D, Demawmest Ramapo, N.J.
Montville, N.J. J.G. Brinkerhoff 1824 J.,G, Brinkerhoff Montville, N.dJ,
Clarkstown, N.Y, . none 1824 none Clarkstown, N.Y,
Tappan, N.Y. none i82% none . Tappan, N.Y,

W. New Hemstead J.D. Demarest 1825 J.D, Demarest W. New Hemstead
Acquackahoﬁk P.D. Froeligh 1825 none Acquackanonk -
Xe o s o 4 s o v e e 1827 none Paterson

A total of 11 congregatlons A total of 12 congregations

CLASSIS TUNION , ’ '
Ovid, N.Y. ' A, Brokaw 1822 A, Brokaw Ovid, N.¥Y.,
Owasca, N.Y. A. MacNiel - 1823 - A, MacNiel Gwasco, N.Y,
Danube-Osquack,NY none 1823 B _not listed
Charleston, N,Y. H, Wyckoff 1822 mot listed
Union , N.,Y. S. Palmer 1822 not listed
Canajoharie, N.Y. J.C. Tol 1822 - - J.C. Tel Canajoharie, N.Y.
Wynants-Poestenkill J.V.S. Lansing 1823 . ' not listed
Bethlehem, N.Y. - ‘ncne 1825 " not listed
e s s e s s e e s e e e R ’ none Mt, Morris, N.Y,
Sharon, N.Y. none 1827 not listed
not listed

Gato-Walcott, NY none ' 1827

A total of 10 congregations A total of 4 congregatlons

* In 1833 the Parersbn‘Church was dissolved
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The following facts led to the results as seen on the above list. Rev., S.7Z. Goet-
schius had a decision rendered against him by Classis Union, The Synod of 1825 sus-
tglned Classis Union and Rev. Goetschius never appeared at-the synod again and his
church gradually dissolved. The church at Danube and Osquack N,Y. thus removed off
of the list., At the Synod of 1827 Rev. H. Billinger was( according to the minutes of
Classis Union) admitted as a minister without examination or ordination. Rev. Albert
Ammomar of ‘a church in Johnstown N,Y. was admitted as an advisory member of the Gen-
eral Synod. He represented no denomination. He was an independent minister who reject
ed the Constitution of the True Reformed Dutch Church. Rev, S. Palmer and Rev: H,
Wyckoff considered the church constitution a dead letter. Rev. John V,.S. Lansingwas
delegated by Classis Union as a minister without a charge. He was engaged for one
year by the Tappan, N,Y, church withuut the appreoval of Classis., Rev. Lansing had
recently written a pamphlet entitled "An Address To Friends Of Sound Doctrine,
Experimental Piety and Ministerial Faithfuilness" which +as circulated in the
churches of Classis Hackensack. Rev. Lansing was also a member of the committee ap-
pointed at the Synod of 1827 tec write a pastoral letter to the churches., This letter
received severe criticism in Classis Hackensack. Rev lansing made a request of Classis
to be received by them. He presented his credentiels and dismission from Classis Uniam
but was denied admission into Classis Hackensack., The Classis appointed a committee to
investigate Rev. Lansin's pamphlet. The committee's report disapproved the pamphlet as
being slanderous, manifesting falsehood and filled with errors., Therefore Classis
refused him in, the churches., At the General Synod of 1828 .in New York City Rev .
Lansing was instructed to bring his grievances to Classis Hackensack before appeal-
ing to Synod and Classis Hackensack's refusal to admit him , even though he had all
the necessary credentials, was sustained by Synod.

The Synod of 1828 passed an effective resolution that was thoroughly followed at
every session of Classis Hackensack until late in the century., The resolution was
known as IEMMA 17 and the preamble states"After this day, no minister, nor elder
shall be permjtted te take a seat in the General Synod nor in the meetings of
Classis under the care of the Synod who shall not first, at the opening of such
meetings, have purged himself from all errors or heresies of the following descrip-
tion: (lack of space prohibits the listing of these errors and heresies). This was
all caused by the admission of independent ministers as advisory delegates at the
Synod of 1827.

Dr. Solomon Froeligh, the lecader of the 1822 sccession, was ill and could not attend
the Classical or Synodical meetings. He passed away on Oct. 8, 1827 at the age of 78.
At the Oct., 1828 scssion of Classis Hackensack the Schraalenburgh church asked Classis
to dissolve the combined congregations of Hackensack-Schraalenburgh, The Hackensack
church reluctantly yielded te this request. Upon this the Shraalenburg Church extend-
ed a call to Candidate Cormelius Blauvelt. He accepted, was examined and ordained as
pastor of the Schraalenburgh Church on Nov. 23, 1828. It is evident that at the Synod
of 1829 held at Schraalenburgh the following churches were not representeds.of Classis
Hackensack, Tappan N.Y, where Rev. Lansing had sérved one year as stated supply; and
of Classis Union (all in N,Y.) Charleston, Union, Wynants-Poesten Kill, Bethlehem,
Sharon, Danube-Osquack, Gato-Walcott and Mt., Merris, Classis Union had only 3 Mini-
sters and 2 elders at this 1829 Synod. The Committec on Church Government, Doctrines
and Morals gavc a lengthy report but it was not approved for publication. Suggestlons
and revisions were to be returned to the Committee bhefore Anr. 1, 1830 so that the
ammended rules could be presented at the 1830 General Synod. The Synod also decided
that the name of Rev, Lansing be erased from the Committee and that Rev. Demarest

and Rev, Brinkerhoff be added to it. The Synod alse cut off the majority of the mem-
bers of the Truce Reformed Dutch Church in Classis Union by the following decision: '
Be it resolved that those who voted to admit said independent minister as an advisory
member and who refused to comply with IEMMA 17 of the last Synod cannot be admitted
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to a seat or voice in this Synod, nor in the (lassis of Union, nor any longer be conm
sidered as ministers or elders of The True Reformed Dutch Churc. The Synod went on %
decide that those who. protested the acts of the majority (the ministers and elders
‘from Canajoharie, Ovid and Owasco) and who had not participated in said acts and had
complied with the requisitions of LEMMA 17 at the opening of the Synod be recognized
as the Classis Union under the care of the Synod of the True Reformed Dutch Church
and that Classis Union be directed to hold their next meeting at Ovid, N.Y.. After
1830 the meetlngs of the General Synod became pessimistic and discouraging. Classis
Union held no meetingé between sessions of Synod mainly due to the lengthy illness of
Rev., C. Tol, He preached seldom leaving the church of Canajoharie and Danube without
pastoral services. After 1835 we find no more synodical records that give information
about Classis Union, There is a record of a synodical gathering of 1866 where one
elder from Ovid, N.Y, represented Classis Union,

We mention a few incidents concerning the history of the Christian Reformed Church in
Classis Hackensack between 1830 and 1890, At the General Synod of 1830 held at Hacken
sack a committec appointed the year before reported on the investigation of Free Mas '
onry and the Masonic Fraternity. After a thorough description of this organization
they came to the following conclusion: 1) that no one be received into the eommunzon
of any of our churches who may have helonged to the Masonic Fratenity unless he
examines and renounces all further comnections ‘therewith. 2) that any member, deacon,
elder, student, candidate or minister of the True Reformed Dutch Church known to
belong to the above fraternity be immediatcly dealt with as proper subjects of disci-
pline and unless they fully and heartily renounce all fellowship with the Masonic
Society be forthwith suspended from all fellowship with the True Reformed Dutch
Church, This was adopted by Synod while a second report of John ‘Demarest and Isaac

J. Van Saun was not accepted nor recorded,

At the April 19, 1853 meeting of Classis Hackensack held in New York City Mr. John
Y. De Baun presented himself as a student of thcology and was examined. He was 25
on August 22, 1852, married and one child, and was a deacon at Hempstead N.Y. (which
is our present Monsey CRC). Rev. Demarest, his pastor attested to his good standing
and that he had during the past winter been engaged in preparatory studies of Latin
and Greek and that he had made good progress. It was decided that he be received as
"a student of theology under the care of Revs, J.D. Demarest and A. Van Houten., At
the April 17, 1855 session he was cxamined as a candidate and unanimously accepted.
At the October session he was examined for the ministry having aceepted a call to
serve Ramapo N.J. and Hempstead N.Y. The following report of the ordination was
. given'at the April 15, 1856 scssion of Classis, "Candidate Jobhn Y, De baun was
'Ordalned at Hémpstead N.Y. (Monsey) as a minister of the gospel and insalled as
 pastor of the churches at Hempstead N,Y, and Ramepo N.J. at the morning service
The Rev., C,T., Demarest reported that he preached to a very large andience then and
there assembied ond that with the laying on of hands at the ordination there were
" the Revs. J.D, Demarest, C. Blauvelt, J. Berdan, A, Van Houten and C,T. Demarest.
The Rev. John Y. De Baun preached in the afternoon, there being a short intermission
to a full church from Luke 24 vs,29:"But they constrained Him saying "Abide With ™
us.” It was a very mild clear and pleasant day and the friends of truth and god-
liness were much edified., "To the Lord be all the glory."

Rev, Jobn Y, De Baun was also the first editor of The Banner of Truth: At the
Synod of the True Reformed Dutch Church inJune 1866 held at New York City, Rev.
~.De Baun asked the Synod for consent to publish a monthly periodical at his own
responsibility with regards to expense. This was granted to him unamimously,
;‘Thls monthly church publication was published in Hackensack, N.J. Later it
became onrdenominational weekly publication in Grafd Rapids, Michigan, the
Banner. Rev. J. Y. De Baun also served as pastor of the La Grave Ave. Christian
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Reformed Church in.Grand Rapids, Michigan. At classical sessions in 1881 and 1882
it was reported by a committee on mission work that they were active in Paterson.
‘The committee reported at the April 17, 1883 session that they had assembled the
congregation on Thursday evening Dec. 7, 1882 at the Swedenburgh Church in Paterson
. Rev. John Coopér of Monsey opened the meeting by redding a portion of scripture,

- Singing a psalm, offering prayer and then stated the purpose of the mecting. After
the close of the address it was decided that Rev. John R, Cooper be chairman and
Rev. J.C,Voorhis be clerk, The resolution of the Classis appointing the committee
was read. and those having certificate of membership presented them. Election of a .

 consistory took place. One clder and one deacon for two year terms and one elder

" and onc deacon for one year terms, Mr. Amos La Guire was elected elder for 2 yrs,
and Mr. Henry Van Saun was elected elder for one year. Mr, Hdgar E, Vreeland was
elected deacon for two years, Mr. Jaemes Vanderbeek was elected Chorister and Mr.
Levi Van Houten was chosen sexton for one year. The name of the one year deacon is
‘not mentioned. The following is a report of the church to the same clasis session
at Ramsey. _ . \ '

-j-The friends of truth of the City of Paterson present the follow1ng report. Ve

. continue our meetings on alternate Sabbaths in the chapel on Difision St. with an
average attendance of about fifty. The attondance is not as large as when we had
service in the evening. ‘We have been looking about for a place of whrship of our
onw, but are as yet undecided where to locate or how to proceed, We have held two
meetings of the newly elected and ordained consistory and appointed Elder Amos

. La Guire to represent our church in the approaching classical session.

. Many more similar incidents of organization, 6rdination are recorded with this
type of description in the minutes that are interesting but for lack of space we
will proceed to the next chapter in this history,

: CHAPTER FOUR
-Contacts With Classis Hackensack That Led To Affiliation Ulth The Chrlstlan Rceformed -

Church

Rev. John Berdan, pastor of the Acquackanonk True Reformed Dutch Church received
the first correspondence from Hollanders in the West. The correspondence was
reported in the minutes of the 1860 Synod of the True Reformed Dutch Church but
no action was taken, At the April 19, 1864 scssion of Classis Hackensack it was
reported by Rev., John Berdan that correspopdencé had been received from Hollanders
in Grand Rapids, Mich, by their mlnister Rev. W. H. Van Leeuwen, requesting
correspondce in order to unite with.us if agrecable,. They were invited to attend
the General Synod to he held at Owasco, N. Y} in 1864 but no one ever appeared on

~ the floor of the Synod. »

Rev. John Y.De Baun stated that as he had been appointed to carry on the corres-
‘pondence with the True Reformed Holland Church in the West in order to better
carry out the wishes of the Classis, himself and Elder David R. Doremus hadvisit-
_ed and had received with great friendliness by members and ministers in Grand
Rapids and were wslcomed at their Classical meeting. So far as we have discovered
we are one in all fundamental things. '

.Classis decided that vwhereas we have by letters and the report found that a church
organization exists essentially the same in faith an practice as our ewn as far as
now known, therefore resolve that we tender them our Christian salutation of
respect and affection for Christ and his truths sake and that correspondence be
continued. Also that we would be pléased to have some of them meet with us at
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our next Classical meeting that we may become better acquainted so .as to further
the bond of fellowship. :

At the Oct, 1870 session of Classis at Remapo, N.J. (Ramsey) Rev. John Y, De Baun
stated that a delegation from the True Reformed Holland Church was present. The
delegates presented the greeting of their church by Rev. D. J. Van Der Werp in

the Holland language and Rev. L. Rietdyke in the Bnglish language. They desired
_to exchange views that both may know how far we agree. It was resolved unanimously
that the ministers and friends meet at the house of Rev. John Y. De Baun in
Hackensack to confer w1th them on Oct 25, 1870 at 10 a.m, '

The following were presént at the meetlng from Classis Hackensack: Revs,A. Van
Houten, John Y. De Baun, Garret 4. Hasing; Isaac J. De Baun, John R. Coopér,

John G. Brinkerhoof and Elders: £, Storms, D. Van Horn, A Banta, Chriétie,‘Foote,
Sickles, and Van Orden. ~ Rev. A. Van Houten was chosen president and Rev. Garret
Haring Clerk. A question and answer period followed. It was decided that the ‘
minutes be signed by the officers and a copy given to the committec from the West.
On May 9, 1871 a special sessi on of Classis was held concerning this matter and
it was decided as per letter to Thc True Reformed Holland Church as follows:

We the Classis of Hackensack of the True Reformed Dutch Church having met and
consulted upon the matters pertaining to our beloved zion, declare that the con-
fession of Faith, Articles against the Remonstrants, Heidelberg Catechism and
rules of Church Government, etc. as held by our fathers of the Synod of Dort 1618~
1619 we fully believe to be according to the Scripturc and we have no other wish
than to practice accordingly. We believe that all who profess the truc object of
faith, whose life and walk agree, to be received as members of the church and to
“be baptized and their children; but as to the right of our baptized children who
have not madc confession to have their children baptlzed, vhile we do not say it
is wrong, yet as a mattér of importance we desire to take it in further con51dera—
tion. . Rev. John Berdan, John B. Cooper were app01nted & committee to meet the
General Assembly of the True Reformed Holland Church at Chlcago on June 7, 1871
The committece attended the convention and reported at the Oct. 17, 1871 scssion
of Classis held at Acquackononk, ‘ ' '

Having visited their convention in Chicago there appears to be an agreement to our
standards. They passed a resolution to be published in our churches., The resolu=
tion declared that they believed our doctrine, discipline and practice and agreed.

in all cssential things and do resolve that as far as we know, we constltute one
church according to the rules of our father in the Syned of Bort agrecing with the
Scriptures. They dlso resolved to send one or more delegates to our regular meeting
in order to incrcase the harmony 'in all respects and further the interest of our'
union. This was signed by R. Duiker, Praesis, F. Hulst Seriba, and John Berdan,
John R, Cooper Committece from Classis Hackensack,

Reports came to the Classis of Oct. 17, 1871 about the great forest fire in New
Holland, Michigan, in which farmers had lost all they had., The Classis passed a
resolution that upon caring, with deep sorrow about the wide spread loss by fire

to our friends of the True Reformed Holland Church they deeply sympathised with

them in their sufferings and loss. This resolution was reinforced by an offerlng
Classis Hackensack took in their churches amounting to $1908,51. plus clothing,etc.
handled by Elder David R. Doremus who attended a session in Chicage with Rev. DeBaun,
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dt the Oct., 21, 1873 session of Classis the Holland group sent two local delegates.
Ihey were Rev. F. Rederus and Elder M, Prol vwho were evidently connected with the -
First Christian Reformed Church in Paterson. They sent the churches greeting and
pressed for an crganlc union. Classis was hesitant and had their congregations give
their opinions, The outcome was: "They expressed their Christion affection and
regard for that church, yet thought it more satisfactory and that the union would
tend more to the- edlflcatlon and profit of both branches if we could speak or better
understand the same language, that ccrrespondence be continued and that our mlnlstry
have more 11berty to perform any serv1ce that may be helpful to them." : '

Classis Hackensack saw that standing by iﬁéélf it would not fiourish, so efforts

were made to investigate the United Presb, Church. At the Apr, 20, 1875 scssion

of Classis at Paramus the cormitéee on correspondence with the United Presb, Church
reported they had met, 1nterchanged views, found them sound in their confes51ons, but
obJectlonal in ‘some of their practlces° The matter was 1naef1n1toly postponed

At the fLpril 18 18?6 session of Classis Rev. L. Baetdyke delegate from .the True
Reformed Holland_Church’ nfornmed Cl wgsis that Rev. D. J. VanDerVerp departed this
life stating, that he had express a desire to thank friends here for the kindness.
shown to him when among then., A 1ettor of deepest sympathy was sent to the widow
and family by the Classis and a duly authentlcated copy publlshed in The Banner and
De Wachter and a copy sent to “the W1d0w. i

Rev, John Y. De Baun vho was deleguted by Classis Hackensack to the Genéral Assembly
of the True Reformed Holland Church in-:June 1878 rep@rted the f0110w1ng at the Oct.
1878 session of Classis Hackensack held at Nanuet, N.Y. There weré about forty
delegates present, Those churches not represented sent a letter. Delegates were -
received by certificate and a public ‘declaration of their adherance to the catechism,
Confession of Faith, Canons, ete. and that they act in all matters according’ to the
rules of the church governgent adopted in 1618-1619, They have at present 18 minis-
ters under the care of Docent Rev. G.E.Boer at Grand Rapids, Mich, The knowlecdge of
the Fngllsh language has rapldly increased among them since our visit about ten years
ago.  Harmony preveils among ther, Rev. De Baun continues. on with his report,. but_f
the final remark was "We would not but remark with pleasure, the respect shown  to
the president and the quiet acceptance by the minority of the decisions of the
riajority which put an end te all strife so that not a word of complaint was hears."

Rev. De Baun also reported that at this General Assembly they also formed a new
clagsis for the ecast called Classis Hudson and they now have a total of four classes.
It was decided at the April 1879 meeting of (Classis that whreas by ptevious resolutiam
the church in the Vest and in the Fast mutually agreed to senq delegates to their
respective gatherings and. there being no special necessity at this time for sending

a delegate to the meeting of their general asisembly to convene in Chicago June 1879
therefore be it resolved that to carry out the spirit and 1ntent of the former reso-
lutions, the Rev. De Baun he delegated to attend the meethg of - Class1s Tudson,

Rev. L. Rietdyke delegate from Classis Hudson reported at the Oct. 1879 meeting of
Classis Hackensack that the former name Gemeral Assembly of The True Reformed Holland
Church was changed to Synod. A letter from the stated clerk of Synod read at the Oct.
1880 meeting of Classis submitted the changte of name from The True Reformed Holland
Church to Holland Christian Reformed Churcin, The reasons ‘were as followss " 1) Vhile
the word "TRUE" is adopted by us as a names of distinction we are accused thereby of
expressing that we aro the only infalliblee church and that. we declare everythlng

. false outside :of us. 2) We are Hollanders in Amerlca and we de81re not to be ashamed
of our origin., The word Dutch is doubtful and can be made appllcable to Germans as
well as Hollanders. 3) The majority of the immigrants coming from Holland joining
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our churches arc from 'De Christelijke Gersformeerde Kerk' (Christian Reformed
Church) in Holland and it appears desire to hold fast to the old name. %) the major-
ity of us are born and instructed in the above named church. These are the measons
why the Synod has resolved that the name of our church for the future shall be known
as the Hollandsche Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerk in Amerika (Holland Christian
Reformed Church in America, The letter was signed by Rev. R:F., Kuipers. as President
and Rev. G. Hemkes as Clerk, The H.C.R.C. long desired an-organic union between the
churches of the east and the west. In the 1880's they saw the nced for English
preach1ng and teaching and in the following years, through their fraternal delegates,
constantly sought for help in this respect. This was expressed by letter from their
Stated Clerk, by their fraternal delegates, 'and by Clasis Hackensack's delegates

tp the Synods. The matter therefore was brought up to each congregation of Classis
Hackensack whether to unite with the Christian Reformed Church or not. Two congrega-
tions voted in favor and nine voted to defer the complete Union, '

At this time_it was decided to delegate Rev. J.{. Voorhis toc the Synod. in Grand,.
Rapids, Michigan held June 1886. He came back with reports similar to those of pre-
delegates. They were cordially received by the Synod and the friends in the west.
‘The question of English preaching was considered in a friendly manner and they
resolved that all means shall be used to further the union. But (lassis Hackensack
~.was short of preachers for their small vacant congregatlons. It decided to .ask for
help from Class1s Hudson who had two ministers that were able to preach English.,
Even though they needed supplies themselves they decided to grant Classis Hackensack
two Sabbath supplies, saying:"Classis Hudson manifests her love and gratitude for
baving so often been helped by your ministers and hope this may lead to further an
‘organic union between the churches. Again in 1888 Classis Hackensack was invited to
send delegates to ‘the Synod of the C.R.C... .They were heartlly recieved and greetings
- were exchanged. The synodical sermon was preached the evening before Synod by Prof.
- Boer. There were 100 delegates present throughout the sessions which lasted 10 days.
Rev, Bos was chosen as president and he preserved perfect order. Great respect was
shown to the president and the quiet acceptance of all decisions was to be admired.
Since the previous Synod of 1886 10 ministers had been added and 18 new congregations
formed. With respect to the Theological School it was decided that the Curators
should see to it that in case ENglish students came they would be instructed in the
English language. Classis Hudson was appointed to confer with Classis Hackensack to
endeavor to bring about a complete organic union. Both classes appointed committees
to confer on the matter of union, At the April 1889 session of Classis Hackensack
the Commmittee,Revs. J.C. Voorhis, J.A. Westervelt, S.I. Vanderbeek and 2 elders,
reported as follows: '

The Committee met at the home of Rev, J, (. Voocrhis on Oct. 26, 1888 and all the
members were present. Rev. Samuel I. Vanderbeek was chairman and Rev. J, Riemersma

. of Classis Hudson was clerk, It was resolved that whereas by previcus deliberations

of Classes and Synod we are one in docitrine and practice , therefore be it resolved
that in order to arrive at some definite conclusion we consider the subgect of
differences that may still remain. The subject of baptism was then dlscussed and
after an explanation the following conclusion was- made: .'That whereus it is “the
sense of the joint committee of both branches of the church of Christ that we agree
in doctrine and practice we recommend an organic union upon the following conditions
=therecas a difference in the practice of baptism : has always ex1sted in the mother -
church ever since the Synod of Dordt 1618-1619 in the.Netherlands which difference
still exists in the Holland Christian Reformed Churches, ther\foré'it was unanimously
resolved that we do not interfere in the practice with one another but bear with
each other in love and thus fulfill the’ 1nJunct10n of the great Head of the Church:
that they all may be one as we are."

In connection with a commmique from Classis Hudson 1t was dec*ded to refer this
report to the congregations for deliberations and decigion and report at the Classis
to be held in October at Englewood.
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At that session it was decided that the resolution of organic union and the report of
the joint committee be referred to the congregations be reconsidered . A motion was
then made that the word. "decision" ,or final vote, be striuck out and that there be
added thet the delegates refer it back to their comsistories and if neeessary to their
congregations for instructions and that the delegates come prepared to cast the final
vote at the next classis., The crucial session of Classis Hackensack came on April 15,
1890 at the church in New Yeork City on the corner of Perry and Fourth Sts. Here the
final vote would bz taken,whether to remain isolated as the True Reformed Dutch . -
Church or become affiliated with the Christian Reformed Church in North America.
Rev., J,€., Voorhis was president and J.A, Westervelt was clerk, There were 17 dele-
gates present. Two churches had no delegates: Ramsey N.J. and Mariaville N.Y. .

The latter church, as reported at the April 1889 session, was in a weak condition
and at previous sessions had only onc elder that ever attended and he had died.

The matter of organic union was taken up. After reading the report and the subse-
quent resolutions Rev. Iserman moved that "Whereas the Holland Christian Reformed
Church differsvfrém:ns in a few minor points with respect to internal government,
forms of worship , and our corporate name; be it resolved that in this organic

union our 1nternal government and form of worship, and the corporate nam shall not
br interfered w1th in any way by either church, further that we. be entitled to
representation and that this resolution be added to the report of the joint commit-~
tee as the basis of the organis union,"

THE MOTION WAS SECONDED, DEBATED, PUT TO .o VOTE AND CARRI?B. It was. also moved and
carried that we append to the report a request that the .orgenic name be known as

The Christian Reformed Church. After this it wes resalved that the report of the
joint committee with the appendages added by this class1s be adopted. TEN voted in
favor and SEVEN against it. By motion it was recorded that 2 congregations were

not represented in the voting. A requect was made. by the Revs. A. Van Houten and

G. Haring that their protest against the ‘action of Classis with respect to the
organic union be entered in the ninutes. Rev, Van Houten wug pastor of the . ‘Englewood
congregation and Rev. Haring was pastor at Schraalenburgh. A letter from the Stated
Clerk of the C.R.C. asked the classis to send one or more delegates te the Synod. of
June 1890, Rev A, Van Houten was elected as prlmus and Rev. S.I. Vanderbeek as
secundus. Thus we close this chapter on affiliation and already sece forces and
attltudes opposing this organic union of The True Reformed Dutch Church with The
Holland Chrlstlan Reform d Church..

3 -
oo

CHAPTER 5 -
SECESSION of CHURCHES from (CLASSIS HACKENSACK

On October 21, 1890 Classis Hackensack met for the first time in plenary session as
a classis in fhe Christian Reformed Church, Thera were 16 churdhes with 6 pastors:
Leoniay NJ. « s« o ¢ Hy Iserman - :
Hackensack NJ. « . + . J.C. Voorhis
Schraalenburgh NJ. « « G.A. Haring
New York City NY . « . no pastor

. Nanuet NY. . . . . . np pastor-

Monsey NY. . .. . . no pastor
Ramsey NJ.- + + « + « N0 pastor’

Passaic NI . « « « &' S.I, Vanderheek
Pararms NJ . « . o o J.4. Westervelt

‘Montville NJ + » . . . mo pastoe
Englewood NJ . + « + « A. Van Houten
Flat Creek NY, .« . . no pastor

" Mariaville NY. . « + » no pastor
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Rev. John R, Cooper of Monsey died in April 1877 and Rev, John Y. De Baun had become
pastor of the La Grave Aye. C.R.C. in Grand Rapids. Rev. A, Van Houten the first elec=
ted as delegate to the CRC Synod was unable to attend and therefore Rev, S.I. Vander
beek as alternate was the firdt from Classis Hackensack to attend the Synod of the CRG
This Synod permitted Classis Hackensack the use of 52 hymns in comnection with the
preaching of the Heldelberg Catechism but restricted their use to the churches of
iClass1s Hackensack. On July 21, 1891 Classis. Hackensack had two students to. examine fa
the mlnlstry. Slnce they were now in. the. CRC they 1nqu1rdd from the Board -of Curators
whet ‘her they were follow1ng the approved procedurc. They were 1nformed that, the normal
. procedure for ﬁheologlcal students ready to. become candidates was for the Board to

- .examine them but in this case they app01nted Classes Hudson..and Hackensack to. proceed‘
with the examination. The two .candidates, Jacob M. Trompen.vwho. had accepted a call to
Ramscy N.J. .and C, De Mott who had accepted the call to Mansey were examined and .
ordained 1n thelr respectlvx churches.

Since the union with the Holland Chr. Ref, Church West was accomplished the Synod
decided to further establish a theclogical school at Grand Rapids, Mich, and in as
much as therc was a growing need ofor; English instruction it appointed a special, pro-
fessor in the Znglish branches. Scveral Classis had contributed toward the purchase

of grounds apd the erection of a suitable bunilding for a thcological seminary,  there-
fore Classis Hackensack in Oct. 1891 appointed a committce to solicit subscriptions

in the churches for this purposé;and have the classical treasurer forward them .to the
Synodical Building Committec, Rev. H, -Iserman and Pcter De Baun scrve as this commit-
tee. At this samc session there was also disturbing differences in: the certificates
handed in by thc delegates to Classis, The certificates of some -of ‘the churches would
- read:"This certifics that the consistory of :The True Reformed Dutch 'Church of..i.ivess
- ecclesiastically known as the Christian Reformed ‘Churc, hereby appoints cte." . An
extra scssion was called on Dec. 15, 1891 on the request of two ministers arnd two
clders because .of tho constant unrost which was detrimental to Zion's interest. It was
decided to send a visitation committec to those congrcgations where there was unrest
and see if it ‘could be removed. Rev. A, Van Houten was chairmen of this committec. At
the April 1892 mceting of Classis in Schraalenbergh a letter of protest came from the
Schraalenburgh church against the union with the Holland Christian Reformed Church, -
signed by the minister, two elders and four deacons. £ committce of five were appoin-
ted to sce if the matter could be reconciled and report to the mext Classis, Thus:
resistance to the affiliation began,At the April 1895 session it was announced that
Rev. J.Y. De Baun, the first editor of the "Bamnner of Truth" and also the first pastor
of La Grave Ave, CRC died in March 1895, He was pastor of the Leonia church at the
time., Rev. A. Van Houten who opposed the union of the two groups also passed away on ’
Oct. 15, 1895. Rev, C. De. Mott accepted a2 call from the Bfoadway CRC :in Grand Rapids.
Thus Classis Hackensack which had a shortage of ministers was in dlfflculty Wlth 80
many small vacant  churches that could not sustaln a pastor. S o

Due to the conditions at the Acquackanonk Church a commlttee was app01nted at the June
1887 session.of Classis to assist the church. This committce because of the ill health
of the pastor met with the consistory at the home of Rev. John Berdan. Since the con-.
gregation had only five members left and an attendence of 20 at -the serviéces it was
decided to dissolve the Paterson church and have -the memberships transferred to the
Passaic church, since it was ‘incorporated becduse of their propertids and the Paterson
chureh’ was not, The committee reported the following to -the June 1887 Classis: -

On May 25, 1887 your committee once again met with the consistbry of Passaic at the
residence of Rev. John Berdan where thée certificates weré presented for their action,
411 ‘the members of the Paterson church, at their request, were dismissed from the’
Paterson church to beceme members of the Acquackanonk Church." The Patersom group,
however, continued to hold services at Paterson. At the Classis session of April 1896
a netitian from thice Patoarann ovrnim af +ha Anananlrananis Meaneh Aslrad da hanama dvra
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dlstlnct and separate corporations so that the properties of the Acquackanonk Church
he respectively divided and the Paterson group again become a separate and distinct
church. ‘This. was. approved by Clas31s At the October sesalon ‘of 1896 the &1v131dn of .’
the Acquackanonk Cburch at Passaic was accompllshed, Boﬁh dhurches WQre at th1s t1mera
becomlng actlve churches. : o

Rev. James Uyckoff pastor of ﬁhe Leonla True Reformed Dutéh Cﬁurch(C R.C. ) preachedﬂ
‘a classical sermon at.the Apr. 20, 1897 session on II Tlmothy k7 "Predch’ the Word',
This sermon with other. sermons were published in "The Bamner of Truﬁh” in the Sept.-
Oct, 1897 issues. Rev. H. Iserman. reported that Rev. J. Wyckoff was charged ‘with cer-
~tain statements and certain things vwhich were drawn from his classical sermon, and-
moved that Classis. sincerely regrctted the publlshlng'of the personal charges against
Rev. Wyckeff which is contrary. to Qhurch government.‘ This led to charges on the part
of Rev. John Calvin Voorhis:and the. dlscuss1on ensucd on the proper procedure of i
churéh government that should have been followed. However Rev. J. Voorhis appealed
his case to the Synod of 1898 and lost, He claimed that this decision was made on
the wrong information given at the Synod by ﬁhe delegates.

"Classzs ﬁhen took up the Voorhis - Hyckoﬁf caseoA“
$1. The first matter wags - that of closed comrmuriion rather than” ‘open’ conmunion and.
the restriétion of the pulpit rather ﬁhan an open pulpit, Lfter Rev. Wyckoff was
guestioned ‘about this he answered that he was w1111ng to conferm to our cuatoms

' and usages in.both cases as long as he was a ‘member among usy '

;2. Rev. Wyckoff's language in this sermon had’ given grcund to the grlevances, but

Rev: Wyckoff's. explanatlon satlsfled ﬁhe Classls, but had to be reported in The.

f=Banner and De Wachter, , . '

.s3. Erroneous views on atonement. T ) / EERE Lo
It was resolved that Rev. Yyckoff he told by the President of Classis. that he should
be more careful in the future conformlng ﬁo the customs and teachlngs of our church.

On,Dec. 13, 1898 a congregatlonal meetlng was called ‘in Leon1a and with only'twob
Dpp051ng votes the congregatlon declded to thhdraw from Classis Hackensack, A
letter was sent to Classis g1v1ng thelr dec151on and reasons for w1thdrawal

~‘Class1s was to 1nvest1gate ‘the letter of w1fhdraw11 on Jan. 5, 1899 at a Sp301a1
se3310n, but Rev. Wyckoff and his elders did not appear. Rev. Vyckoff hady |
however, sent a letter 1nform1ng that the congregatlon 8 w1thdrawa1 included .

* himself, The pastor and his cons1story were cited to appear at a Classical Session
scheduled. for Jan, 17, 1899., To this sesslon Rev;vackéff sent another letler, .
~stat1ng that his. relatlonshlp wlﬁh Cla351s Hackénsack had ceased,. and that the

- **members-of the church, who, wlthdrew by fhelr own’ 1nd1v1dﬁa1 action at the Dec. 18,

fw1898 congregational meetlng were respons1ble for their own acts ands "do not ask.,
me to answer for the course they took", Since the group that withdrew did not-
wish to retain the church property Classis made efforts to' reorganize the members;

‘ who dxd not vote to withdraw and elected a new con81story.

~'At therspecgal gession of Cla851s on ‘et 16 1898 in Paterson, the 3rd’ Chrlstlan
Reformed Church of Paterson protested ‘that a delegate from the Ridgewood Chr1st1an
Reformed Church was an active member of the Masonic Fraternzty, this was aidirect

- viclation of the rule of the churdh for the delegate had been allowed a seat in
Classis. The delegate from Rldgewood was agked if this were so, He would -
‘neither deny nor affirm it. It was then by motion resolvod that the.menmber be

" asked if he had renounced the organlzatlon, if not would he: be willing to re-~
nounce it. “He answered that he would never renounce 'dt, Once a Mason, always a
.Mason. Then he quletly‘wgthﬂrnw from.Classxs. "It was then on nont;en resolved
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he was a nember of the order of 0dd Fellows, It was ordered that he be asked if it
were true.. He stated that he had not attended. any of their meetings for a number of
years, yet he still paid his. dues, The motion was then placed before Classis about
seating hlm_and the vote was 4 to 4, The pre31dent then said that if we would be
consistent he could not take his sea, This was agreed to. At the special session
of Nov. 29, 1898 a letter was received fron the con31story of the Ridgewood .church,
It insisted that the delegates:be received having found no fault in their character'
either doctrinely or morally, We see no Scriptural grounds to suspend then, Reﬁ.ﬁﬂ
Iserman, pastor of the Rldgewood Church was pre51dent of this session of classis,
It was resolved that this letter be placed in the hands of a cormittee. The presi-
dent then stated that if Classis acted in this way contrary to all order and love
he would resign as President and enter a protest since therec- was no reprcsentatlves
from Ridgewood. The letter was referred back to the consistory. -Rev. Iserman said
he could not con301entlou51y continue as a member of Classis Hackensack, so he
de51red a letter of dismission from the Classis, One objection led to another,
Rev. Iscrman resigned from all the cormittees. A cormittee was appointed to visit
hirt and the cormittee returned reportlng that Rev., H, Iserman a and <his consistory
were detérmined to 1eave the Christian Reformed Church, which was finally done by
1etter fron meribers and con31story at the special session of Jan., 5, 1899,
After the tite of the Voorhis - Wyckoff controversy at Leonia there was a report.at
the March 1%, 1899 session of Classis concerning the strange and mysterious action
of Rev. Jacob N. Trormpen, pastor of Ramsey church and member of the Classical Com-
nittee with respect to the loyal group of the Leonia Church which had not gone along
with Rev, Jares Wyckoff vhen he split the congregation. The delegates were notified
by the Stated Clerk, Rev, J. ‘A. Westervelt, ﬁhat the Classis would meet on March 14,
1899 at the church in Ramsey. Rev. J.N. Trompen was alse notified to prepare hiri-
self to answer questions concerning his actions and the position he tock concerning
the congregation of Leonia,

After belng 1ocked out and refused entrance 1nto the church at Bamsey the delegates
proceeded to Daters Journal Hall and Clas51s convened -in extra scssion. Rev. E.
Vanden Berg was ailked about the 51tuat10n. He. answered as followss:

"Rev. J. Trompen both as a member of the Christian Reformed Church -of Amer1ca end as
a meriber of the Classical Cormittee of Classis Hackensack in his p051t10n taken with
respect to our sister church at Leonia has made hinself guilty of:

1 . Disloyalty to the Christian Reformed Church of Anerica, : ;

2, Contumaclous and rebellious conduct agalnst church auﬁhorlty and that of Classis."
In order to substantlate ‘his protest, Rev. B, Vanden Berg road two letters vhich wewr
exact copies sent to‘Rev.,J. Trompen.,,They_refiéredto the following information he
had received fron1 friends at Leonia when he was there for a Classical Committee . -
neetingy vnamely,-that Rev. Je N Trompen'after the committee meeting informed,these
frlendS° ‘ '
1. That he refused to core and preach for then though 1t had prev1ous1y been
arranged B ,

2, That he would not preach vhere there was no harmony.- P

3. That in a conversation with the friends before or aftedr S"ld neeting he sald
that they all should have gone or all should have remained with the church.

A cormittee was sent during the session to inguire what hés reasons -were for his
action, Rev. J. N, Troprien answered that: : :

1. The procedure was contrary to the Bible and Synod. S %

2, No one has been to see him, The extra session of Classis was too close to _the
scheduled regular session. Classis dec1ded that on account of the conunacious’
attitude of Rev. Trorpen that his position on all cormittees were ammuled. Rev.
Tropen and consistory appealed to the Synod. The Ramsey consistory decided that -
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@o delegate be sent to Clas51s and no finarcidal support ‘be ‘given, whereupon Ck331m-.
élted Rev. J. Trorpen and con91story to “appéar at the Jan, 9, 1900 session of Clagp |
s at: Havkensack, The reply of Rev, J. Trompen and his consistory was by letter

and there were no personal appearances. The Classis again scheduled. another

seSS1on on Jen. 30, 1900 and again cited Rev. J. Trompen and his consistory. The
RaJsey consistory still ablded by theit' original decisién. It was decided to cite.
Rev., Trompen and his con51story a thlrd ‘tine on Rev. 13, 1900, <Classis decided to.
protest agalnst an appeal of Rev, J. Trompen and gonsistory.'at the Synod of June
1900, Classis agaln de01ded to give a final citation to appear before Classis at
Paterson on Wed., Feb, 28, 1900° 1nform1ng Rev, Trompen that if he failed to appear
he would be 1mred1ately deposed, Rev. Troripen passed a series of resolutions
reflecting and Crltlclalng the action of Classis Hackensack, A grievance occured
against this action because C1a551s Hudson was interferring with -Classis Hackensadds
intérnal form of governmcnt which was ‘contrary to the affiliaticn agreerient of —

Apr. 15, 1890 L series of nine reasons for complaint were listed and the grie-
vance was signed by all the delegaﬁes and officers of the Classis and presented to
the Synod. The Synod's action. did not satisfy Classis Hackensack and a special
session on July 17, 1900 was held at ‘Englewood where Classis made a a protest whlch
contalned the following peints:.

1. The Synod. contrary to all rules rebuked the Clas51s for d1501p11ng the con-~
tuninous brethren, thereby encouraglng opén rebellion, ' o

2. Where there is a refusal to submlt to a regular trlal there is ‘no.eclain to an
appeal : - : o
3. Class1s Hudson Was perultted to evade their unchurchly c@nduct of 1ntermed11ng -
with the affalrs of ancther Cla551s. C. C

b, A.reasonable request was denled to have a- cormittee app01nted who eculd deal‘
Wlth the case in the Bnglish 1anguage. = :

Synod therefore, we believe, obtained an incorrect view of. the casc.

On June 22, 1905 ihe Schraalenburgh church asked the church visiting cormittee

to releasc the Rev, Garret A, Haring as pastor of the church who. on account of ™
the infirmities of age felt it his duty to resign. ' The consistory' of Schraalen-:»
burgh requested also that Garret .. Haring be pastor emeritus during his natural
life. Rev. Haring a falthful Chrlstlan Reformed mlnlster passed away on June 24

1906,

’The ﬁattervof engaging Rev., Charles N. Van Houtén, a son of Rev. Abraham Van .
Houten, and who had studied under the ninisters of Classis Hackensack and was
their Candidate for a while and who for'the past twenty years had been a minister
of a Presbyterlan church was then considered, -Upon an :interview with hin on the .
natter of Masonry, he declared his unwillingness to.comply with the rules made
with our fathers to renounce all connections with this organization. But if h®
should unite with this Classis he would ‘conforn to the rules. Since the neeting |
of the Schraalenburgh consistory, the church visitation cormittee had received ,a
copy. of Rey. C, N. Van Houten's withdrawal" fromithe lodge in Virginia and also ¢
letter from hin in which h¢’ stated "' T have™now: no active part1c1pat10n in- the-
ordcr and by w1thdraw1ng, I ar known as non—affillgted

At the April 17, 1906 session of Classis at the Hackensack church Rev.. C. N

Van Houten, who had accepted the call from’ the Schraalenburgh Church, was to be
exanined in the afternoon ses51on. Classis Hudson had two advisory delegates at
this sess1on, nanely, Rev. 8. Bouma and Rev. Vander Ploeg. After the exanination .
an executive session was held at which a letter fror the Stated Clerk of Clagsis ,
Hudson was read. ' It stated that Rev. Co Nii Van Houten- only - exchanged the break . .
with the Order of Frec Masonry f or membership in the True Church of the body of
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Jesus Christ. The Classis voted 1% in favor and 3 against admitting Rev. C.N,
Van Houten as ninister in the Christian Reformed Church. Rev. D, Vander Ploeg
Deputy ad Exan of Classis Hudson expressed his intention of cntering a protest
against the decision of Classis and to appeal to the Synod in the name zof
Classis Hudson, The Synods action was to refer it back to the two Classes _
according to the report of Rev. J.N, Trompen, A4 letter from the Stated Clerk of
. Classis Hudson concerning Rev., C. N, Van Houten's installation as minister of the
- gospel in Classis Hackensack, states that it was not possible for Classis Hudson
te acknowledge him as a ninister in our Christian Reformed Church. '

On Aug. 15, 1907 Rev, J., N, Trompen accepted 2 call as hore missionary. The call
ing church was Hope Ave. Passaic, a Clasis Hudson congregation. His nministerial
credentials were transferred to Classis Hudson. Rev. N.J, Trorpen received a
leave of absence until Dec. 31, 1907. He was requested to return to the field on
or.before this time and if this were not possible a resignation fron his side’
- would be.acceptable, Rev. N. J, Trompen sent in his resignation. He was there-
fore left a minister in Classis Hudson without a charge.

On Monday May Lk, 1908 a letter was received from the Ramsey church and signed
Nicholas J, Trompen, Clerk., It Ihformed Classis that on the evening before a
congregational meeting was held at which a resblution was passed by o unanirous ©
vote of 34 members. The rescolution was that they would apply to the Jersey City
Presbytery to come under their care and into their church and that this resolution
be placed before the Jersey City Presbytery to make this congregation a consti-
tuent part of their Presbytery. The resolution also stated that this congrega-
tion withdrew all connections and association with Classis Hackensack and the
Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, The Classis received the information and
decided that it be recorded in the ninutes and the name of the congregation be
erased, also to notify then that they are in arrears with respect to respectlng
c1a531ca1 assignrients,

At the session of Classis on May 4, 1908 a typewritten letter was received. The
letter was cut into paragraph strips and placed into open spaces in the record
bock, but it was anonymous because the signature had been cut off., Nevertheless
Classis Hackensack acknowledged it. It was a resolution, with a preamble, that
concerned the withdrawal of Classis Hackensack fron the Synod of the Christian
Reforped Church. The reasons given were the present ond past unrest in the
classical meetings owing to the continues agitation of the question of minor

"‘secret organizations and other matters which prove to be an injury to the churches.

A resclution was passed to bring it before ecach congregation.

On a special session of Classis on May 19, 1908 a letter signed by Revs. John A.
Westervelt, John Dolfin oand Elders Peter Stanm, John S, Westervelt asked Classis
to reconsider the resolution on the question of withdrawal from the Synod of the
Christian Reformed Church. A wmotion was made to rescind the arflcle. It wgs
debated and after both sides were heard and corrmnications read, it was, lost.
Five. in favor of rescinding and nine to approve the resolution.,

On June 2, 1908 Cla531s met +to receive the reports from the congregations on their
membershlp vote cast on the resolution for withdrawal fronm the Christian Reform—
ed Church, There were ten congregations having delegates at this session. The
Ridgewood . church already left in 1899 and Ramsey ot the May 1908 session. There-
were 4 congregations of fai¥ strength,. namely, Paterson, Hﬁckensack, Bergen Fields,
and Passaic, the other congregations were small, sore on the verge of dissolution.
The purpose of this session was stated by the president of Classis, Rev. John
Dolfin, and the result was as follows: Not to withdraw: Passaic, Paterson and
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“nglewoodl» To w1thdraW° Hackensack, Bergen Flelds, Leon1a, Montv1lle, Mbnsey, New
ork City, and the Ridgewood Cormittee (which was called a congregation to obtain
the property of the seceded Ridgewood church). The president John Dolfin declared
the notion out of order. . Rev. J.' C. Voorhis appealed the decision of the chair and
his appeal was sustained, Reév, John Dolfin appealed to Synod. Rev., C. N, Van Hout-
en then offered a resolution, that in obedience to the .action of . the majority of the
congregations, this Classis do now discontinue its relations with th@ Christian Ref-
ormed Church Synod and resume or continue its Corporate name to wit - True Reforred
Dutch Church and continue its work under said name. This resolution was passed 9
ih favor, 6 against. Friday July 17, 1908 was the last scssion of Classis held at
which the ten churches were represented. - Two' of the. smallest churches were not
represented, nanely Flat Creck and Mariaville, N.Y., The. following churches were .
represented, their pastor, and elders. voted on the resolutionj.

Church ' : . . Pastor .. - Elder . - Vote o# Résalutisn-
Passalc © .+ " JF. Van Houten - ; none . . © ., *Pastor Ves. ChurchM
Englewood Js Dolfin . ., J.S.%estervelt .. vastor & Elder No
Flat Creek none none ne vote
chkensack S - none - - o - Schoxr oL Yes
Legonia ~ - = : . Sarmel I. VanderBeek :.inome , - . Xes
Mafaville - a s " none L none SRRRTIS I none

Monsey : -~ . J. €. Voorhis :: '+  inone - S Yes
Montville ' " none - " . H, Van Duyne ‘ Yes

New York City c " pone Lo we HyPs Demarest - - - Yes
Paterson’ =~ - J. A, Uéstervelt : L, Beukes . i . No
Ridgewood - Corm Church ' "nohe . . - WP,Polis - - -+ . Yes

Bergen Flelds A Van Houten e H. Bogert e Yos

A communlcatlon was received fron Rev. H. Beets, Stated Clerk of the Chrlstlan "
Reformed Church Synod stating that if the churches had any grievances -they should
have brought the matter to the Synod. The Synod therefore asks the Classis to
rescind the action, The corrmnication was réceived. A nmotion was made and scconded
to adopt this corxmmication but Rev, C. N, Van Houten offered a substitute resolu~
tion, similar to the :one passéd at the June 2, 1908 session, Only this was added:
that though an appeal ‘to -Synod had been made yet irrespectiwve of said appeal or:
action of Synod thereom, this Classis declares its rights of independent action of
the Synod and denies the right of Synod 'to ‘control its action.  All were in favor of
this resolution céxcept thoseé who refused to vote, nabelys Rev. John Dolfing Rev. J.A
- Westérvelt; Elders:'J.S. Westervelt and L. Beukes. Immediately upon the adoption

of this motion the delegates left the Classis after President Dolfin had laid -

down the gavel,

The Seceded Cla331s Hackensack - True Reformed Dutch Chureh And Jts Dlssolvement,

ufter Pres1dent John Dolfln had lald down the gavel as>chﬁ1rman and had left’ the
session of Classis Hackensack with other dissenting nembers on July 17, 1908, the
new Classis/Hackensack -of the’ True Réfored Dutch Church reorganized, elected new
officers and!appointed new cormititees. Revs Jobn A Westervelt, a dissenting
nember having left the session was nevertheless:appointed to serve on the pulpit
supply cormittee. A cormittee of+two ministérsiand two ' elders iwas: appointed to
work with the: dissenting membeérs. It was algdresdlved to supply the three main.
‘funds of Classis by taking up ‘three specialvofferings in the churches .every six
nonths for the Sustenatlon-“merltus Fund, The 01a381cal Fund 1nd the M1s510n Fund.
 Then this eventful sorely dépleted session adjourneds : :
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The first session of the new organization .was held Oct. 20, 1908, There were four
ninisters and six elder delegates present, Rev. S. J. Vonderbeck was Clerk, No
ninutes were available and Rev. J. C. Voorhis was elected President. The president
reported that on July 20, 1908 he, as Stated Clerk called on Rev. Jarmes Van Houten
of the Passaic Church and inquired about the minutes of Classis Hackensack. Rev.
Van iHouten had taken then from the safe and had then in his possession. Rev.
Voorhis ordered hin to keep them until called for, Elder Cornelius D. Schor was
elected treasurer in place of J, C. Van Saun who refused to accept. A cormittee
was appointed to visit the declining loyal Ridgewood Church which was. organized
mainly. to compete against the Ridgewood Church that left in 1899, They fiet in hones
and the size of the audience made it riore convincing to dissolve the church. This
was done; so one of the seven churches that left the Christian Reformed Church was
dissolved at the first Classical Sessisn on Oct. 1908. :

The cormittec was appointed to visit the dissenting brethren, namelys Rev. S. I
Vanderbeek, chairman and Rev. J. C. Voorhis and Elder Horace N, Van Duyne. Rev.
Vanderbeek sent a letter to then asking for a rmeeting on Wed. July 29, 1908. Rev.
Westervelt replicd that he and his elder had no time that week but would consider
another appointment. Rev. John Dolfin answered in cutting and piercing words as
follows: Rev, S.. T, Vanderbeck, Dear Sir: Your corrmnication of last week at
hand, This request is more than strange. You are well aware of the fact that we

- do not belong to your Classis, We remain and continue to be what we were, have the
recognition of Synod, and since you have withdrawn from us and constitute a new
Classis, please do not pepsume to rule us and compel us to do your bidding, we ask
only for a verification of your own words of Jaly 17, 1908, "A separation in peace
as Abran and Lord." We fa#l to see that this action of yours is in accordance with
that "your hecarts desire", Sincerely yours, John Dolfin., No action was taken on
the letters.

It was decided that the funds in the hands of the Publication cormittee be

divided as follows: Eleven congregations represent eleven parts, Seven parts

be accepted by this Classis as a settlement in full and that this Classis relinquish
all claims to the plates, and other publications upon the conditions that the

Psalns and Hyrm Books shall be sold to our churches in the future at cost. Rev. C.
N. Van Houten was added to the publication committee, It was officially decided that
the Bulletin be continued. The Bulletin was 2 local Classis Hackensack publication
since "The Banner of Truth" was now owned by a stock company and probably at this
time being published in Grand Rapids, Michigan. -

At the Apr. 20, 1909 session at Bergenfield a letter was rcad from the Cormittee of

Adjustnent of Classis Hackensack, Christian Reformed Church, They asked the ClasSis
(T.R.D.C.) to appoint a cormittee with power to act and have the matter of adjust-

nent come to an early and peaceable conclusion at an early date, The report of the
cormittee shows that this Classis was pleased with the report of a settlement in full,
which amounted to $284,5%4,

The Hackensack Church which was now vacant since Rev, John Van Tielen left for
Sherman St., Grand Rapids, called Rev, D. Chambers Stewart, who came from the

West Jersey Presbytery. Rev., John Voorhis requested release from his pastorate in
Monsey, N.Y. This was granted hin and he was appointed counselor for Momsecy, N.Y.

The root of all the trouble in Classis Hackensack during the years 1899 and 1908 was
quickly ond easily settled with a short resolution: "Resolved that in the future we
elininate the inquiry respecting all secret socicties accordliing to Art. 32 of our

confession", Rev. J. C. Voorhis hower apposed it and had his nane recorded against
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this resclution. The 0135513 could not give the pulplt supplies to the vacant
churches as they had in the past proving how rmch they needed the churches who
rerained faithful to the Christian Reformed Church. Monscy, New York City, Leonia,
Montville were seriously offected by the shortage of ninisters and during the cold
winter months: the churches: would be closed., In the surmertine Seminary students
were obtained, Rev. D. Charmbers Stewart was installed as pastor of the Hackensack
Church on Tues. Oct. .20, 1909 at 8 p.n, .The Hackensack Church through the 1eader-:'
shlp of their new pastor pronoted the search for denominational affiliation by -call-
ing attention to: » : ~ :

1, The lack of on organlzatlon for the church for the supply of- u1n1ste11a1 aid. |
2, The lack of concerted effort as a Classis for the support and maintenance of any
particulaer nission work, which was one of the chief duties developing upon ther as an .
eccle51astlca1 body.

A comulttee of three were choscen by ballot to loolk into the above matter. Rev.s C.

N, Van Houten, Sarmel I, Vanderbeck and Mr. Bogart: At “the specicl session of June
27, 1910, which was held to solve some other problen, the matter of the churches'
desire to unite with some other ecclesiastical body was considered, But in answer

to the request of Rev. C. N. Van Houten ond the Bergen Fields con31story the Classis
referred the matter of Federation with another denomination back to its churches, ask-
ing these questions: ‘

1, Is it #dwisable to do so?

2. Vhat is the church's preference, if any.

Lt the session of Oct, 18, 1910 held at Bergen Fields the following report cane in on
the desire of the churches to affiliate with another denomination, Sic churches.

gave a report on the results of voting on the union with another dencnination. The
churches of Monsey, Leonia, Montville, New York City rcported NO on the questions: . Is
it advisable to do so? The motions to seek affiliation was declared lost even though
Hackensack and Bergen Fields were in: favor of it. Rev. C. N. Van Houten hereupon
offered the following that, inasruch as there appears to be a desire on the part of

a goodly nuriber of ocur people to have a change in church relation, the consistories

of those churches, which nmay desire it, be given authority to express their wish

and also to effectuate the same as ray be indicated by proper ‘popular vote of the
nerbers, This motion was declared out of order as being contrary to Reformed Church
Order, Thé chair was overruled on appeal from the floor. The clerk thereupon put

the motion to a vote and it carried, but with the following proteéts We the under-
signed most solemly protest against the classis entering the rmotion presented since
it is contrary to the fundemental law of the True Reformed Dutch Church and a viola-
tion of our positive detlaration in Lerma 17. . Signed: S, I, Vanderbeek, J. ¢, Voorhis,
Henry B. Lckerman, and Isaac Brinkerhoff, The above persons refused to vote. Rev.‘
C.N. Van Houten then presented his resignation which was not accepted. Thereupon

the following was presented: To the Classis of Hackensack of the True Reformed Dutch
Church, I hereby withdraw from Classis Hackensack. It was also not accepted. The
session of Classis held on Apr. 18, 1911 at Leonia was not attended By Rev. C. N. Van
Houten, It was resolved that the eldey delegote from Bergen Fields officially infornm '
Classis of the withdrawal of Rev, C. N. Van Houten and that he has united with the
Presbytery of Jersey City and that his nane be stricken from the roll of this Classis ,
and that the request for the services of Rev. C. N. Van Houten as stated supply be
granted. :

Lt the some session it was decided to have a new gquorun, /A new rule.was adopted
that one minister and two elders when regularly convened for transaction of Class--
ical business be considered a quorun,
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' The resolution concerning popular membership vote on the question of
denominational affiliation was repealed because the resolution was against or
contrary to Reformed rules and in violation of Lerma 17, which denounces indepen-
dency. At the Oct. 17, 1911 session Rev. J. C. Voorhis reported that Rev. Sarmel
I. Vanderbeek sought to be released from the Leonia charge. The Classis gronted
his request and he would give his services for pulpit supply.

At the fpr.15, 1913 session of Classis held at Leonia, the delegate from Bergen
Fields presented a letter of notification to the Classis, that it is the purpose of
the consistory to affiliate with another body of Christians and therefore this will
be the last classical meeting in which the sonsistory will have any representation,
After due deliberation it was ordered that this paper be placed in the minutes with
deepest regret. Thus the Bergen Fields church, in which the secession fron the .
Dutch Reformed Church started 91 years ago under Rev. Solorion D, Foreligh was now
seceding from the Church which their beloved pastor of generations ago had begun,
They joined the Presbyterian Church.

At the Apr. 18, 1916 sessiem of Classis a letter was received from Rev. E. 0. Van
Duyne, who had been cemeritated at cne of the troubled classical sessions in 1908,
His letter revealed what was on his mind as he lay close to death. His last words
were "Oh, that the church night be revived and the members sanctified more and more
that we might be nore in earnest in our prayers to God and may the Holy Spirit
teach us to lock to Jesus Christ who is the author and finisher of our faith and
salvation" Rev. Van Duyne passed away on Oct. 11, 1916, His hone was in Montville,
N.J. vhere he had been an elder many ycars before studying for the ministry. His
death now left only three pastors in Classis Hackensack of the True Reformed Dutch
Church.

At the session of Apr, 21, 1918 at Hackensack, Rev., D. Chambers Stewart<of'fhe
Hackensack church asked for dismissal as pastor of the church. It was decided to
give hinm a full Classical Certificate of Dismissal on receipt of a call., This left
only two ordained ministers and four churches in Classis Hackensack (T.R.D.C.)

At the fall sessiem of Classis on Oct. 14, 1918 at New York, the Hackensack church
sent a letter to the Classis stating, that because of the lack of denominational
spirit and the loss of rmch power and influence while remaining members of a grad-
uwally diminishing body, and having determined to seek fellowship in another denomin-
ation, we hereby infornm you of our withdrawal from Classis Hackensack, This left
only two ministers and threce churches in Classis Hackensack. Rev. S. I Vanderbeek
weakened by his recent illness asked Rev, J. C. Voorhis t& be President and Mr,

. Nicholas A. Voorhis to be clerk at the session of Oct. 21, 1919, .

The churches were gradually declining in merbership and services were few in Monsey
and Leonia., Rev. Sarmel I. Vanderbeek was now enmeritated and receiving $15.00 per
nontlt;from theClassical Fund. Leonia's consistory was reinforced by members of
Classis according to Article 38 and 39 of the Consiitution and their property
turned over to the Corporation Fund of Classis. Rev. S. I. Vanderbeek turned over
all books and papers belonging to the Leonia church to Dr. De Witt and C. Romaine
Secretary and Treamurer of the Classical Corp. Monsey church only had six active
riembers. At a congregational meeting, powted on the door of the church, in the
Rockland County paper, held on May 3, 1921 it was decided to deed over said church
property to the Classical Corp.

On Monday morning Oct. 23, 1922, Rev. John Calvin Voorhis passed away, 14 hours
after he had preached a serrion on John 10:28,29 in the New York congregation.
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The next Classizsal meeting was heid on May 13, 192k at Rev, S. I. Vanderbeek's home, .
The Christian Reformed Church offered preaching services at New York and Monsey, N.Y..
Fhis led the remainings of tre Secnc_ed ulassus Eae,ﬁenqack o affiliate ‘again with the
Christian Reformed Church. 1% finally dissolved and all funds, properties, and records
wére *urned over to Classis Hackensack of the Chr1st1an Refomed Church at a flnal
naeting at the Bank St, Church pxoperty om Feb. 19, 19?5. ;

CHAPTER SEV’_EN
_Classm Hackensack - Christian Reformed Church Durmg the Years 1908 - 1974

r‘*\e hlstory of this pasrt of Classis Hackensack began in fh1s mermers | At the session
of July, 17, 1908, when the yremdent of Classig Eackensack, nemely Rev. John Dolfin
ﬁwx %nLewood laid down his gavel upon the passing of a substitute motion to.secede
fron the Chrisbtian Refurmed Church, he and Rev. J. A. Westervelt with the eld.ers

J. A, \fteste*velt of Englewnod and clder L. Ieukec of Paterson III left that neeting

in the baserment of the Hackensack chrurch end resumed their own meeting in the nane

of the Christian Reformed Church, in the auditorium of the Hackensack church. There
vore no elder from Pasnnic present at either separated session, Rev. J. F, Ven
Jouzven vho was ligted az pmsemf“ ot the teginning rmust have remained, Thus the con-
e eg‘:ﬁii;?ﬁ of Pagsaic rmat have been divided in this matter, o '

»

™, o

T2 Classis of Hackensack of the True Ruorﬂed Dutch Church had gone clearly aga.mst
their own rule under Lerma 17 of the Gen erc.], Syncd of the True Reformed Dutch Church
in. 1/‘.,,» - Rev. J. Doifin continued in the cha:u* but since the clezk, Rev. C. N, Van
~ Houten hac‘. gone with the goceded group, Rev. J, A, Westervelt was elected Clerk pro-
Tem, It was resolved t‘hat a cormittee .of two from each consis story he a cormittee to
czo_'nfer ‘wiil e brethren thad had withdrawn to make such adjusiments of matters as
sary. Il was also docided that the Rev., John Dolfin and Zlder L, Beukes
tee to vigit the consisbory of Acguackanonk (Prospect St., Passaic, now

: ani corwespend with the chmrch at Flat Creek, N,Y. an reference to their
irtertions on the guedition of sécession, Thus the memorable "Session of Classis
Feokensack cn July 175 1608 anded with two Clasais Hackensack, one with 7 churches
and curs with & Jhux ﬂ“eu\

4t the specizl sescsion of July 30, 1908 at Prospect St., Yassaic, Rev. Dolfin was

arain elected president of (lansis. The foiiowing churches and delegates answered

the roll call: . T ‘ ‘ ) ‘ R

.=::*f>c:»a»,t St., Tagsaic Rev. J, ¥ Tan Houten, i“lder E. Vander Viiet

‘. Rev. Johm DOifim, ., . Bider J. S, %esuervel‘b
Ho delegate, tub a 1ette"“

ET N Westervels, Elder L, Beulkes
Jo delegate answered for f*:,ﬁer'cengregatlonsb Tho follow:mg resolution was
unenincusly adopted: “herc: lowing ccng*‘ep‘a*'*‘%‘ ong e l-wckensack, Leonia, Monsey,

_;“--.Atvluq New York; T?‘id'wco*r% ent Schrealonburgh have by their own voluntary action

' =3 Chuxzh and whereas the representatives of the

: shown ﬁaelr melllmup'neos to rescind or even
meonsider tbeir aciic;r_ oL ral vhich as reghested by the Symod and vhereas

the above ‘named congregabticnn by m"ll‘ roprecentatives  did consmtute themselves _'

on July 17, 1908 as a new denomination and sake anothe ecclesiastical nane mz.,

The True Reformed Dutch Churck, tmre orz be iy resolved that the names of Hacken=

sack, Leonia, Monsey, Me:‘utmlleg New ch‘r Rldgevood and Schraalenburgh be dropped

{ron tha roll of chuvrches of this C1 asgis.

[

“he eormibtbee to visit Passaic reported ihat they 2id so on the evening of July 20
and Fomnd thet the ecmsistory degired %o abide with the Christian Reformed Church.
The pﬂstor, Revo J, F. Van Ho luCn cigniiied later that his was also his desire and
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he was present at this mecting., L Flat Creek notified the Classis by letter that
tjhey desired to remain with the Christian Reformed Church and they hoped that
Classis would give them pulpit supply. Upon motion it was decided that Rev.

Dolfin with Elders L, Beukes and E, Van V¥liet be a cormittes with full power te
nake vhatever ad;ustment to he necessary with the withdrawing party in reference

to records, funds, etc. It was also decided that a lebter be sent to the Classis
Hackensack of the True Reformed Dutch Church stating that having heard that certain
of our comsistories have received a letter reguesting them tc eccrie to Leonia for
the purpose of heing labored with, we do hereby express our desire to have such
corrmmications cease, since we have not withdrawn from them, but they fronm us.

On Oct, 20, 1908 Classis, meeting at the Prospect St., Pagsaic Church decided that
tha 01a831s require the elders and ministers attending Clasgis 1o sign the Formmla's
and then ‘drop the 17th Lerma, Now that the Classis was well orgenized and smell it
could go about the busginess of expanding and work1ng jointly with Classis Hudson,
At this sessicn it was also reported about, & mission which had been cpened by the
3rd Christian Reformed Church of Paterscn :at the eastside section of Paterson,
This,later on became the Madigson Ave, Chr. Ref, Church,.

At the Passalc congregation there was a division ot mertbership evidently having
its root in the secession. With the aid of Classis, whlch went into executive
sesgion several times the problen was solved by Rev. J. F. Ven Houten resigning as
pagtor with the provision that he receive one year salary. Regignation would be
cffective one month after the decision of Classis. From later rinutes of Classis
it.is: conjeéturea that Rev, Van Houten died about a year later leaving a widcw
and children. In previous minutes he wrote about having renorages and rmst have
died hecause of tuberculosis. The widow however received subsidy support from the
Eneritus Fund of the Christian Reformed Church and the grendchildren and the great
grandchildren are nembers today in the Christian Reformed Churches of both Classis
in the Bast, Rev. Van Houten preachied his favewell on Feb, 21, 1509,

Student Lec S, Huisenga preathed at Flat Creek, N.Y. during the Christmas reces

of the year 1908, On Aug. 24, 25, 1909 at the session of Classis Hackensack {here
were two candidates for the goapel minigtry examined in crder to fill o vacant
churches. They were Rev, J. M, Ghysels and Rev. Lee S. Pﬁlsenga who becare two
well Imown active pastors and missionmaries in the Christian Reformed Church. They
passed the exanination with wnanimous approval and were installed in their churches
in Spet. 1909, Rev. J. M. Ghysels became pastor of Pagsaic, Prospect St. and Rev,
Lee S. Fuisenga becamé pastor of Fnpglewood, N.J., Rev. J, Dolfin having left
Englewocod for Bethany, Muskegon, Mich, Al a special session of Classis on Dee. 15,
1909 the Fastside Mission in Patergon petitioned Classis or organize a congregation
at thet place, This was granted end on Jan. 21, 1910 they organized with the .
election of a consistory, The church is lmown as the Madison Ave. Chi. Ref. Church.,
A Sunday Schoel was also organized. This is the first addition to the Classis
gince the secession, The Prospect St., Pagsaic church sent a corrmnication to
Classis te send an overture to Symod cn the following itemss

1. That the Synod order the translation into Snglishof our Church Manual (Dutch
Kerken' Order} to be affected with all possible speed,

2, That in the new English translation Dutch words or phrases be av01ded ag rmch
as possxble and good English expression be substituted for such words as "Daputaat
ad Examina", "Consulent", "Censura Morun", "Curatorium", "Agendun", otc.

The classis began to reorganize the Student Fund, Its purpose to supply subsidy to
personsg vho desire to study at Calvin College and Seminary to prepare for the
ministry and so supply the Church with rfinisters. An announcement placed in the \
Banner brought applicante fron M1dh1gan, Bast Palmyra; N,Y., Rochester, ctc.
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Rev, J, M. Ghysels and Rev. e S. Huisenga left ‘their churches and Clasms £
other fields of labor, Rev, Divk De Beer and Rev, Klaas Poppen were welcomed at’ the
O&t. 28, 1913 Classis. . Rev, Dirk De Beer becanme pastor of Prospect St., Passalc,
and Rev, Klaas Poppen became pastor of the Madison Ave,, Paterson Chuxrch.. Rev. K,
;Poppen had heen pastor of the Monsey, N.Y. church between July 1902 and Aug. 190k,
. People living in that area sent him a letter informing hin of the conditions there,
They desired the preaching of Christian Reformed ministers and had been without
-regular services for some time, The desision was made that ministers of Classis
Hackensack, Christian Reformed Church go there to preach, as soon as possible.
Chapter 6 indicates that Schraalenburgh left in 1913 for the Presbyterian Church
leaving these smaller churches to themselves. It was the opportunity to do mission
. work there and probably reestablish this, church; Peter Stam a proninent city
pissionary and an eldér of the Paterson III Chr. Ref. Church gave an encouraging
- ;regport -at the Oct. 20, 191k session of Classis, The cormittee called the :join‘b
_ migsion eormititee of Classis Hudson and Hackengsack was incorporated under the .
. neme of Bastern Home Missism Board, which was decided at the Classis segsion held
on Apr., 13, 1915, The Board gave their reports at the Classical Sessions,
Having given sorme of the interesting points of history that occured betweén 1908
and 1920, we shall now endeavor to give one high point of the next decasde, between
1920 and 1930, During this period a new church was established whose services were
to be entirely in the English langiage, and they desired to becore members of
Classis Hackensack, It was Bethel, Paterson mth Rev. Hessel Bouma and” Elder’
J. Rienstra vho were wdlcomed at the session of Classis held on Oct. 17, 1922 at
Paterson IIT. It became a strong congregation and Classis Hackensack now had™
five congregations., At the April 1924 session of Classis, the Classis Hacken- .
sack of “the True Reformed Dutch Church requested the Fastern Home Mlssmn Board
“to g:.ve supplles +to Leonla, Monsey, N.Y. and New York: C1ty.

After the Schraalenburg: and Hackensack . churches left to ,]o:m the Presbyter:nan
Church, these three small churches wére left by themselves with two.mnn,sters.
In Oct. 1922 Rev. J. C. Voorhis died, leaving only Rev, Sarmel Vanderbeek who was
sick'>and eneritated for these three churches. On Aug, 11, 192k Rev. Vanderbeek
‘died. Finally a special sesgion of the two ClaSS].S Hackensack churches was: held
on-Dec, 10, 1924 at New York, Bank St, church, There agreerient was made. end -
questions satisfactorily answered between the two groups and the arrangerients
were made for a cormittee” to transfer all properties to Classis Hackensack of- the
Coristian Reformed Church thereby corpleting the organic union., Monsey church is
now well estabhshed, but Leom.o, and New York, Bank St.. congregat:tons have ’been
dissolved, . o

-On Friday, Nov, 1%, 1930 at ﬂ;éfﬁd Chir Ref, Church of Paterson, Rev. 3. 4.
Westerveld cormerorated his 50th anniversary as a minister. He was ordained and
installed as pastor of fhe New York' C1ty congregatlon on Perry and Fourth Sts.
New York. ,

The *3rd Christian Refomed Church of Paterson shortly thereafter. also -eormenorated
thelr Golden Auniversary on Dec, 7, 1932 Rev., Dirk De Beer was appointeéd by
Clagsis Hackensack to represent it at theu‘ Golden Anniversary. The Prealkness— -
Wayne, N.J. congregation was organlzed on March 30, 1933 having 8% souls, 32
nembers in full corrmnion ard 52 baptlzed reribers., The Mddison Ave., Paterson
church observed their 25th anniversary of organization on Jan. 21,1935 with an
appropriate cormemoration. The New York, Bank St. Church vhich came back to
Classis Hackensack; CeR.C. in 1924 was dlssolved as reported at the Oct. 9, 19311
session of Classis. Terra . Ccia, North Carolina group of approxmately nine”
families was organized, The Classis and Eastern Home Mission Board had been
laboring for several years at this location.



St.

In realligning the two Classis in the Bast two churches from Classis Hudson
were ti®nsferred to Classis Hackensack, they were Surmer St., Passaic and Uest

b@g@llig,d.l.

The fiftieth anmiversary of Classis Hackensack's affiliation with the Christian
Reformed Church on April 15, 1890 was observed at the Thiwd Christian Reformed Church
in Paterson on April 16, 1940, Rev, John A, Westervelt who was 83 years old and
emeritus pastor gave a few highlights of the bistory of Classis Hackensack, He was
the only living lick left between the present day Christian Reformed Church and The
True Reformed Dutch Church of which Classis Hackensack was a nember,

On April 28, 194% a church was organized at Newton, N.J.,, Tt consisted of 30 adults
33 children, fourteen fonmilies and two indi¥#iduals, 2 controversy in Newbon was
settled by orgenizing a church at Sussex, N.J. At the Sept 19, 1950 session of
Classis it was reported that the congregation at Sussex, N,J. was organized having -
25 families,

The Monsey group asked to be organized. Thié location had been a church in Classis
Hackensack previcus to the secession of 1908, but they left the Chr. Ref, Church in
this secession and returned again to Classis Hackensack in a very week condition and
finally were dissolved, Since 1925 when they returned to Classis Hackensack preacb -
ing services were rendered there almost every Lord's Day. Now the group has

becorie large enough to reorganize into a church. This was reported to the Sept.ib,
1952 session of Classis Hackensack and was accomplished 10 days later.

Wenanassa, N.J. in the central New Jersey area had been organized late in 1953.
In 45 years the Classis Hackensack incresed in pumber of churches from 3 in 1908
to 1% in 1953,

An inguiry came from a group in Miami, Florida seeling organization, The dccision
nade by Classis at their Apr. 19, 1955 session was that Fort Worth, TFla. vwhich is a
branch of the Detroit church becomes member of the same Classiz, At the session

of Classis ~held at Monsey, N.Y. in Sept. 1955, Florida delegates Wers prmaent,
indicating that the Miami group had heen organized., Lake Worth Fla, was organized
as o congregation on Oct, 20, 1955,

In connsction with the new Classis realighment between (lassis Hudson and Classis
Hackensack, the Northside, Passaic and the Lodi congregations were transferred fvom
Classis Hudson to Classis Hackensack., They were represented by delegates at the
Sept., 18, 1956 Classis. At this same session Rev., Willis De Boer reported that
Bradentong Florida presents a petition for organization with 21 flamilies (41 comm
rimicants and 29 bapilzed.memherb) There iz no record in the minutes as to the
exact date of organization, but it must have been shortly after the session of

~ (lassis held on Sepi. 18, 1956,

The Trinity Chapel in Broomal, Pa, nt;txoneaACias>1s for organ12ﬂt10n. “The grouf
consisted of 15 families and 5 1nd¢v1dua] The consistory of No r+hs;ée, Clifton
Church and Rev, G. Stob were appointed to effpc% the crganization,

At the Jan. 15, 1957 session at Surmer St., Passaic, the Clossis decided to send
an overture to the General Cormittee for Home Missions and alse to the Synod of
1957 to decide that the work among the Chinese in New York be considered as a
pernanent field and that Synod instruct the General Cormittee for Home Missions to
assume responsibility for this work. Classis also decided to overture the Symod of
1957 to accede to the request of Mr, Paul Szto to be exarrined by the Synod of 1957
for candidacy for the gospel minisiry in the Christian Reformed Church.



The year 1958 was a banner year for organization of. éhurches in Classis Hackensack: &
and also of home mission work in foimer territory of Classig Uhlon of the Trug
ed, Dotch Churdh. Rev. M. Baarman™ presents a petition signed by a’ group rep
25° families’ and five 1ndrv1duals - 190 sculs from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., a Trequ
:oréanlzatlon. They were organized on Jan, 27, 1958, At this same session of Classis
in Jan, 1958, Rev, E. Hooistra of Newton, N.J. reported on his visit to Cennagoharle,
N.Y.. A docrrent had been presented to the Fastern Hore Mission Board by Rev. Kooistra
and Mr., Calvin Jones of the 3rd Chr. Ref. Church of Paterson, urging that work be
carried on here, since a number of Christian Reformed families reside there. Over

one hundred years ago there was a True Reformed Duteh Church there which had Rev.

John Tol as their pastor. . He was also one of the original seceders in 1822 that
attended the secessiom meeting in Schraalenburgh, N.J. At the May 21, 1958 seSqlon
of:Classis at Bethel, Paterson a request from a group at Franklin Lakes, N.J., was =«
received to organlze a congregation consisting of 18 fenmilies and one individual.

The Bethel, Paterson congregation was app01nted to effect the orgaplzatlon. “Alse a
request from a group at Porpton Plains, N,J, composed of 16 fanilies petitioned for
organization whiech was granted by Classis. Paterson III1 was the congregation -
appointed to effect the organization. '

On ‘May 18, 1960 the’ session of Classis held at Sussex, N.J. received a petition fron
St Petersburg, Fa, for organization from a group of 19 families (49 commmmicadts and
16 baptized nenbers ). The pet*t1on.was granted and the Bradenton Fla, church was
app01nted to effect the organization. - The church would be lmown as Pinellas Park,

St, Petersburg, Florida. East Isllp, Long Island petlfloned Classis Hackensack to
organize, - They had 15 fam111ee, 36 confessing members, 26 baptized members. The -
Classis granted them permissisn to organize and the West Sayville, Long Island con-‘
31story was designated to effect the organization of the church onm March 25, 1964, °

A Span1sh speaking group at Miami , Florlda requested to organize the Good Samaritan
Christisn Reformed Church. The request was approved unanirously by Classis at their
sessién on May 20, 1964, The Mianmi consistory was "appointed to effect the organlzatfah

#

It was also granted to permit the group at Orlando, Florida to orgarize, reSP0n31b111tY -

for this given to the St. Petersburg&,'Fla. churoh

The group at Indian Harbour Beach, Fla, presented a request for organization through
Rev., B, Van Harn at the Jan, 28, 1965 session of Classis in M nsey, N.Y. They had 52 .
corzmnicant and 42 baptized 1nd1v1dna1s. This was- granted and the consistory at Or-
lando, Fla, was app01nted to effect the organlzatlon.

The Sept. 15, 1965 session of Classis Hackenwack at Bethel church in Paterson wgs the
last session of Classis to be held containing the churches organized in Florida. The
following churches left Classis Hackensack' in order to organize Classis Floridas
Bradenton, Fort Lauderdale, Indian Harbour Beach, Lake Worth, Miami, Miami~Good Samari-
tan, Orlando, Pinellas Park, all in Florida. Eight‘ churches in all leaving the

twenty church of Classis Hackensack," JER o oy

At the Sept. 18, 1968 session of Classis in Newton, N. J Rev. Dav1d Zandstra,
denonination home m1351onary brougbt to Classis a petition from a group at Flanders:-
Valley, N.J.. Classis approved the request and app01nted the Preakness consistory
to effect the organ1zat1on. o . *

At the Jan. 28, 1970 session of Classis, the consistory of the Englewood, N.d. Churdh
requested dissolution of the church which was caused by a shift in the popalatlon. :
The Englewood church was ‘organized in 1875 under the Classis Hackensack of the True ',
Reformed Dutch Church, It's beaufiful -building was sold to another religious group.
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At the Sept. 16, 1970 session of (lassis at Broomal, Pa,, it was reported that
the Wannamassa, N.J, Church was dissolwved ana'again becone a Mission Station,

At the Sept. 27, 1972 session of Classis a group from the Northside Mission in
Paterson appiied for organization which was endorsed by the Bethel, Paterson
congregation. There were %9 corrmnicant meribers, The Classis granted this
request, The Classis still has 20 churches,

And so we come to the close of the brief history of the past cne hundred and fifty
years, In this chapter, the last chapter we ha¥e only covered the organization and
dissolution of churches during the years 1908 - 1974, There is mich more thet

can be written for the vwhole history in general, And so we close, hoping and
praying that the Lord will be with #he churches vho spread the gospel of the
crucified, risen, and ascended Lord Jesus until He returns again to judge the

living and the dead, Henry Spoelhof

Chairman of the Sesquicentennial Cormittee



