
Sh iva Vish nu Brah m a

th e  De stroye r
W ill bring th e  e nd to th e  
unive rsal cycle  w ith  a 
de strutive  dance , se e n as a 
positive  force  to cle anse  th e  
w orld.  Sh iva h as 10 arm s 
and 5 face s (but not all are  
alw ays visible ).

th e  Prote ctor
Vish nu h olds four ite m s in 
h is four arm s (h e  only h as 1 
face );
1) A conch  sh ell re pre se nting 
h is pow e r to m aintain and 
cre ate .
2) A spinning disk  
re pre se nting h is supe rior 
vision
3) A m ace  re pre se nting h is 
de vine  pow e r, th e  source  of 
all spiritual, m e ntal and 
ph yiscal stre ngth .
4) A lotus flow e r 
re pre se nting de vine  
pe rfe ction.

th e  Cre ator
W asn't com m only 
w orsh ipe d but ofte n 
de picte d grow ing out of a 
lotus le ave .  Th e  lotus 
flow e r grow s out of 
Vish nu's navel w h e n h e  
w ak e s up and de cide s to 
cre ate  th e  w orld.  Brah m a 
h as four face s (not all are  
alw ays visible ) and e igh t 
arm s.

Garuda is a 
m yth ical e agle  
w h o is k ing of 
th e  birds, 
e ne m y of th e  
Naga and th e  
m ount of 
Vish nu.

A linga is a ph allic sym bol 
use d to re pre se nt Sh iva. A 
linga is usually at th e  
ce ntre  of th e  Angk or 
te m ple s.  Th e  Kh m e rs 
be lie ve d th at Sh iva's h om e  
w as ne ar Ch am pasak  in 
Laos w h e re  th e re  is a large  
m ountain w ith  a natural 10 
foot ph allus on th e  top. 
 Th e y built W at Ph u at th e  
base  of th e  m ountain.

Nandi, a bull, is th e  m ount 
of Sh iva.

W h o is th e  
m ost im portant god? Brah m a and Vish nu 

w e re  arguing ove r th e ir supre m acy w h e n a blazing pillar 
appe are d (in th e  sh ape  of a linga). Te rrifie d th e  tw o gods de cide d 

to se e k  th e  be gining and th e  e nd of th e  pillar. Brah m a took  th e  form  of a 
sw an and fle w  upw ard to find th e  top, Vish nu took  th e  form  of a boar and 
tunnelle d dow nw ards to find th e  bottom .  Finding no top or bottom  th e y 

re turne d e xh auste d to w h e re  th e y starte d at w h ich  tim e  th e  pillar 
split ope n and Sh iva re ve ale d h im self, both  Brah m a and 

Vish nu bow e d dow n to h im .

Th e  H indu Gods of Angk or W at
by Jam e s Elliot

Th e  Trinity, from  le ft to 
righ t Brah m a, Sh iva and 
Vish nu.  All th re e  gods are  
th e  outw ard form s of one  
god w h o is invisible  and 

incom pre h e nsible .



Lak sh m i is 
th e  consort of 
Vish nu.

Um a is th e  
se cond w ife  
of Sh iva. 
 Th e y h ave  
tw o sons 
toge th e r.
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Sh iva's Fam ily
Gane sh a is th e  son 
of Um a and Sh iva. 
 H e  is de picte d w ith  
an ele ph ants h e ad 
w h ich  Um a gave  to 
h im  afte r Sh iva cut 
off h is original h e ad. 
 H is m ount is a rat.

Sk anda, th e  
god of w ar, is 
also th e  son of 
Um a and Sh iva. 
 H is m ount is a 
pe acock .

Vish nu's Fam ily

Oth e r Gods
Indra, th e  e x-lord-of-th e -
gods, is th e  guardian of 
th e  East and ride s a 
w h ite  ele ph ant w ith  
th re e  h e ads (som e tim e s 
sh ow n w ith  just one ). 
 H e  prote cts th e  
e ntrance s to m any 
te m ple s. 

Naga tak e  th e  form  of k ing 
cobras w ith  m any h e ads and 
are  th e  guardians of 
tre asure .  Th e y are  also 
strongly associate d w ith  
w ate r.

H arih ara is th e  
de piction of Sh iva 
and Vish nu in one  
im age .  H alf Sh iva 
and h alf Vish nu.

Mak aras are  m ade  up 
from  ele ph ants, 
crocodile s and snak e s. 
 Th e y are  found on th e  
lintals above  doorw ays.

Incarnations of Vish nu
Krish na is sh ow n figh ting various de m ons and 

nagas around th e  te m ple s.  H e  also prote cts th e  
cow h e rds against th e  various acts of Indra w h o is trying 
to re gain h is crow n.
Ram a figh ts against Ravana, th e  de m on k ing.  Ram a can 

be  se e n figh ting various de m ons and in h is 
trim ph ant re turn to h is capital.
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