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FOREIGN GOSSIP.

There are in France 200,305 induse

trial establishments employing fewer
than 14 persons,

The pay of English officers, as well
&8 men, is stopped when they are
made prisoners by the enemy.

A sign of politeness in Tibet on
meeting a person is to hold up the
clasped hand and stick out the vongue.

The British navy bas contrat of mo
less than 62 docks for its shipe, of
which 61 are of stone axd one of wood.

Persia, with a populstion of nearly
9,000,000, has only one railway line
and that not more then six miles in
length, and belonging to a Belgian
company.

An advisory cook finds plenty to do
in Parts. He goes from houss to
house, tasting various dishes, recom-
mendding improvements and suggest.
1ag novel methods of preparing food.

A curious point in insurance law i
troublng the Vienna courts. A sur-

n in trimming his nails before per-

ming an opemation cut his flnger,
but went on with the opewation and
his finger was infeeted so that he had
tw call in & doctor for himself. He
claimed compensation on an accident
policy, but the company refused to
pey on the ground that operations
performed by doctors on themselves
were expressly excluded in ite polcy.
The courts must decide whether nail
cutting is a surgical operation.

QUEER FLORIDA FISHES

0dd Members of the Finny Tribe
Found by the Fish Commission
in That State,

The Florida waters are strikingly
rich in fish life, and the United Statea
fish commission has just published a
check list in small compass, which will
be interesting to anglers everpwhere.
Sixteen different kinds of sharks have
been taken and identified. Aanong
them are the curious nurse shark, the
swift and ravenous mackerel shark,
the ugly and strange angel shark and
the huge hammerhead. There are 18
varieties of rays, including everything
from the common barndoor skate to the
electric ray and the immense butterfly
ray. There are no fewer than six va-
rieties of the terrible sting ray, locally
known as stingarees and feared as be-
ing fatally venomous. Strange raysare
the eagle rays, and stranger still are
the monstrous devil fish, more properly
known as sea devils, thus being dls-
tinguished from the octopus and the
squid, which are called devil fish alt
over the world, There are three va-
rieties of gar flsh, the long-nosed gar
pike, the short-nosed gar and the alli-
gator gar, which is feared Ly fishermen
asmuchas or more than a shark. Eleven
species of oatfish are listed, rangi
from the blue cat of 100 pounds arrig
roore to the tiny fellows of onequarter
of a pound. Twenty-three kinda of eels
are to be found in the inland andocean-
fc waters of Florida. There are threg
varietles of tarpon and 25 varieties of
the rest of the herring family.

Among the more curious fishes that
are not known generally are the lizard
fish, the viper fish, the snake eels, the
needle and the hound fish, the trumpet
and the cornet fish, pipe fish, and sea
Whrses, there being four varieties of the
latter: the savage barracudas, the cut-
inss fishes, sawfish, amber Jacks, moon
fish, the triple tans, the rudder flsh,
croakers, parrot fish, lady fish, angel
fish, trigger, file and trunk fish, puffers
or hlow fish, of which there are 12 va-
ricties; the shark suckers and other
femora fishes which have a flat ddsc
like the scle ot a rubber shoe on top of
thelr heads, with which they attach
themselves by suetion to a shark or
snything else; the star gazers, which
TVe eves that are turned at 20 sharp an
angle that they have a ludicrously
saactimonious aspect; the hideous bat
fishes, which look as if they had escaped
from the inferno; and for beauty, the
lovely little bride fish, also known as
the four-eyed fish, because it has a
deep velvety black spot just behind the
tall which looks llke a glowing eye.—
Atianta Constitution.

DEATH RATE DECLINING.

Lougevity of the Haman Race Is Ex~
timnted to Re Increasing
Year by Year.

All who hope and belleve that the
conditions of human life throughous
the world are gradually improving
will find practical support for their
hope and bellet in an address recent-
Iy delivered before the Dritish Medical
association by its president, Dr. Ward
Cousins.  Among other things Dr,
Cousins discussed the future progress
of preventive medicine and predicted
a cteady and great deeline in the
death rate in the coming century., Fbr

e realization of this great object he
looked, above all, and rightly looked,
to an improvement in the conditions
and in the dwellings of the working
classes.

And he was especially right in point-
Ing out that this improvement cannot
come from mere legislation. “The
great mass of the people must become
willing and active helpers,” he sald,
and in equally true words he showed
how largely the prevention of suffer-
fng and the preservation of health are
within the reach of the working
classes in our great towns if they will
only cultivate temperance and clean-
liness. In this connection we are grat-
ified to observe the action of the New
York health board in distributing
among the people a circular setting
forth in clear and simple language va-
rious ‘easy methods to be observed for
the prevention of disease, the spread
of epidemics and some sound advice
generally in regard to healthful 1iv-
ing. This i& practical service for the
public good, and it will undoubtedly
be successful to materia} degree in
a further decrease of the mortality
rates.—Leslie's Weekly.

"Est trds répandue en Lejlelene et

WHAT IS JEALOUSY?

. . 7
HRead This and See if You Have Any

‘0of the Symptoms—The Only
Remedy. - ]

One of the great Europeamcriminol-
ogists has been analyzing jealousy,
and has given his opinion as to what
really is responsible for the feeling of
jealousy, o : ,

“Morbid jealousy has been found,”
said he, “to be at the root of so much
crime and insanity that a little circle of
scientists interested in that particular
branch of knowledge has lately heen

ving some of its time to try to elucl-
%te at any rate part of the mystery

at at present envelops that worst of
all human passions—jealousy. ,

“So far our researches have proved
very satisfactory, for we are enabled‘
now to place on record some interesting
data which go a very long way to es-
tabllsh the geunre of jealousy. ‘

“Would I tell iyou? Well, the green-
est variety of all jealousies—for there
are several classes of that mental dis-
ease——is what we have decided to call
the ‘jealous{v of the senses.” This is the
most brutal of all, and oftén leads to
murder and suicide. .

“Next comee the ‘jealousy of the
heart,’ which I may describe as being
a Mtile paler in ite shade of green than
the first Aamed. This kind is sentimen-
ta] rather thar of the raging, physical
sort. It is much less Karmtful than the
jealousy which sets the senses on fire,
but it causes no end of heart-burnings,

“Insane jealousy is absolutely deadly.
This is the kind that has frequently g
spontaneous outburst, and is part at
times of a general persecutional ehart
acter. Among quite 80 per cent. of al<
eohol psycho-degenerates jealousy ap-
pears often at the outset of intoxica-
tion, and leads the patient to violent
acts against the innocent victims of
his suspicions. In this insane jeal.
ousy the imagination has for its causg
some infidelity of the loved one which
1s purely a creation of the mind. i

“Under the mastery of this strom
emotior what agrees with ¢ is retal
and other things kept out of sight.
Then all that he rees, hears, or feels,
the unsuspected perfume of a handker-
chief, and so forth, all such {tems fur-
nish traces of an ddious infidelity, and
all acts are interpreted in the light ot
the delusion.

“As to jealousy with a real cause, if
you were to examine :into the phes
nomenon, you would find that it was a
sort of psychic irritation, an arrest of
natural tendencies. That is, the nor-
raal faculties are paralyzed. The mor-
bid feelings come ?nto action and con-
trol the body and mind. ‘

“The remedy for jealousy? Faith.
Believe nothing that your eyes ate un-
able to testify to. Any kind of jealousy
i{s merely the outcome of bad faith."—s
San Francisco Call:

FIGHT DEATH WITH SLEEP.

Starving Russlans Go Into State of
Hidbernation Over the Winter—
Only Hope Is Torpor.

From the districts of Popow and of
Pskow in Russla comes the news that
the poverty stricken peasants of those
blighted pruvinces are again about to
begia their annuul struggle with death
by starvation. It is not a new condi-

tion' for these unfortunates to face. For

years the crops hiive been insutlicient
to keep alive the men and women who
spend thelr lives {5 the sowing and the
reaping. Each wihter finds many vic-
tims of starvation, but adds alsu 1o the
experlence of thobe thousancs whose
one and only object ia to sulve the prob-
lern of Wecping soul and body together,

The only solution of the problem was
found in the example of the lowest or-
der of animals—hibernation—and now,
whern the suu begina to fall, the peas-
ants seek forgetfulness of hunger in
the lozka or “winter sleep.” In the
villages and hamlets of those districts
the men and women and even little chil-
dren are busy digging and piilng u
greas heaps of peat. The little grain lef
is being ground and baked into hard
loaves of coarse bread, and these loaves
are honrded like gobd, for they are all
that stand between the peasants and
death between now and spring.

Around the great oven that stands in
the center of each’ poor hut the low
wooden cots of the family are arranged./
The fires are started. There is almost
no ventilation in the huts, aud that 1s
part of the campnign against death.
The members of the family will Ue
down in the winten's sleep and scoh lose
consciousness. Ome alone of the fam-
ily will stand guard—to feed the fire.
The vigil is a terrible one. Around him
He those most dear to him, struggling
against death. Hour after bhour the
peat-—nature’s only gift to those un-
fortunates—1s piled on the fire. The
atmosphere is stifling. The sleepers
lle in a torpor—more dead than alive—
but at least unconscious of the awful
pangs of hunger.  But hunger at last
manifests itself. ‘Once cach day the
sleepers rouse from their stupor, a
crust of bread for each is taken from
the board, soaked in water and’
munched. The guard is changed and
again the sleepers crawl back to thelr
cots. C

And so, day after day, night after
night, the long fight against starvation
ls kept up—until, at last, the spring
comes, and with it new life and new
hope.—Brooklyn Eagle.

Knew the Order of the Parade.

First Esquimau—Hurry up. There
goes another of those north pole ex-
peditions. Let's go and beg a few
candles. :

Becond Esquiypan—No use. It's got
by. But get your cap and we'll go out
and touch the relief expeditions oa
they go by after 1t.—N. Y. World.

Girla and Finger Nails.

We don’ know what the connectlon

is betw¥nm finger nails and girls, but

88 soon as a boy gets interested in the

latter, he wants a manicure set.—
Atchison Glche.

[

One May Wcear a }A;nl’. Short (;i

APPETITE AND DIGESTION.

Mistakes in Diet Are Comimon to
Americans—Duty of the
Public Schools,

The worth of 8 man depends largely

on the food he digests. In the opinipn
of experts a majority of the human
race suffer from disease engendered
by errors in diet, yet few are aware that
they commit any errors, end still fewer
take palus to avoid them. This is es-
pecially true of our own country. The
ambitious American is apt to consider
the time spent on the care of his body
as wasted; to him fortune, power, or
fame is of grealer lmportance than
health.

Happiness and health depend on our
ability to forget, as soon as necessity
for the immediate consideration of it
has passed, the trouble which has ab-
sorbed us. In the family circle, at meal
times especlally, temper should be sub-
dued and unpleasant conversation
avoided. When a grave crisls occurs,
men of heavy responsibilities are liable

. to become victims of their anxiety.

One of our largest and best managed
banks lost in this way several of its

" ablest officers, and a prominent rail-

road three of its presidents within ten
years, .

There 18 no less danger in eating too
much. The ecapacity of our stomach
is limited, and it produces only gastric
Julce enough to digest what we require
for the sustenance of our vital powers.
The surpius ferments, and, when too
often indulged in, excess leads to dis-
ease or obesity. I derive more pleas-
ure, in satisfying the appetite which
naturé has provided, from leisurely
munching a plece of bread made in my
kitchen thap from the delicious dessert.
which follows a swmmptuous dinner.

A charitable assoclation of which I
used to be a member furnished to every
comer, for five cents, a quart of meat
stew, well cooked and componed of beet
.or mutton, onions snd turnips, flavored
with fragrant berbs; s pint of coffee,
Jwith milk and sugar, and four ounces
of white bread. The raw material of
which this wholesome dinner was ¢com-
‘posed cost three cents—five cents a
g:und for the meat, three centa for the

ead and one cent for the vegetables.

“In Europe women are apprenticed or
€0 Into service; they have learned how
to make, from scanty material, a pal-
atable meal, before they assume the
vesponsibility of matrimony. Steps
have been token in many states to teach
them by the establishment of cooking
gchools, but these fail to give Instrue-
tion where it ia most needed. Girls
should in all our public schools be
taught how to cook a dinner, an aceom-
plishment which, to most of them, {»
of no smaller importance than the abi]-
ity to read and write; it always will
command & husband or remunerative
employment.—Nbrth American Review.

THE MODE IN WRAPS.

-r

Medium Coat for the Win-
ter Season.

*They™ slld a little while ngo  that
only the very short or the very long
coats were to be worr this seuson, but,
@€ in some other things, “they™ did not
know, and the half-length coats are to
be seen frequently. But those coats,
long or half-long, are abominable, ex-
tept for exactly the proper occasions,
and {t is a brave woman who buys or.e #f
she has not. o goodly amount of morey
and a guodly wardrobe contatuing o
number of other coats. There is a cer-
tain grande dame style to those coats
that makes them absolutely frreslsu-
ble, but if they are not worn In a graude
dame way and over grande dame
¢lothes they are utterly ifipossible gar-
ments. For {ustance, there was a wom-
an wearing them on one of the lowep
business streets the other day. A well
—that is elnaborately—dressed woman
looks out of place or thuse streets, par-
ticularly if she chances to get off Broad-
way, as this oue had. She was young,
pretty and welldressed, and she wore
one of those half-long, straight, light,
box coate, and with a lnudable desire
she was trying to hold up her ekirts.
She couldn’t get down below her coat,
and she couldn't successfully hold up
her skirts through it, but she made the
attempt. Those coats were made to
have long, stiff, straight llnes and
tipped in at one place they pop out at
another. That was the way the cont of
this young woman did and there was
nothing gtylis&mbout it, or her, under
the circunistances, which is the kindest
thing to be sald of either coat or wom-
an. The woman who wears those coats
on the streets must let her gown sweep.
The sweeping gkirt makes half the ef-
fect of the costume. The question of
hygiene is not once to be counsidered.

Some of those long coats try for the
effect that ts found {n gowns of &
stralght front unll sides sweeplug
away. There is one straight piece in
the front, a polnted band set on  just
below the waist to break the smootk,
straight line; the coat {3 fastencd un-
derueath at the side from which rounds
off, around the back, a shaped rufie.—
St. Louis Republic.

Oyater I'e. ) '
Melt two tablespoonfuls of butter in
& saucepan and mix in one tablespoon-
ful of flour. Add one cuptul of cream,
in which an egg yolk has been beaten
and one-half cupful of strained oyster
liquor. Beason with salt, pepper and a
teaspoonful of lemon julce, and two
heaping cuptuls of chopped oysters, put
into a deep ple pan lined with puft
paste, cover with a crust perforated to
allow the steam to escape, and bakeina
quick oven.—8t. Louia Republic.

Potato Vermicelll.

Prepare mashed potatoes in the uswii

way, beating them till very lght and
emooth. About 18 mirutes before send-
ing to the table, put them through a pc-
tato ricer, heapinyg them prettily = the
dish {n which they are to be serv( J. Set
on the upper grating of the (ven to
brown delicately.—Good Housckeeping.

ILEANSIMARDI, 16 JANVIER 1506
. H_M

THE FIRST PETRCLEUM.

It In a Little Known Fact That the
011 Is Mfutioned in the
PN Bible.

It may not b¢ generally known that
petroleum is, {fi all probability, men-
tioned and deedribed in the Bibie, or at
least in the Apocrypha, and that its
properties affond a plaunsible explana~
tion of the famqus miracle.

The first chapter ot the second book
‘of the Maccabeqs reads, beginning with
the nlneteenth | verse:

“For when oyr fathers were led into
Perela, the pritets that were then de-
vout took the fire of the altar privily
and hid it in ¢ hollow place of a pit
without water, where they kept it sure
80 that the place was unknown to all
men,

“Now after many years, when It
pleased God, Neem!as, being sent from
the king of Pevsia, did send of the pos-
terity of those priests that had hid it,
to the fire; but when they told us they,
found no fire, bt thick water;

“Then coramanded he them to draw
it up and to bring {t; and when the sac-
rifices were leid on Neemlas command-
ed the priests tp sprickic the wood and
the things lald |thereupon with the wa-
ter.

“And the prigsta made a prayer,” eto.

Agaln, beginging with Verse 311
© “Now, when |the sacrifice was con-
sumed, Neemlop commanded the water
that was left tg be poured on the great
stones.
. ‘“When thts «#as dore there was kin-
dled a flame b1t it was consumed by
the light that s¥tved from the altar.”

The narrati*¢ goes on to atate that
the affair being reported to the king,
he, “after he hed tried the matter,” in-
closed the pleee and made it holy.

The last vérsy reads:

y "And Neeurfowr enlled thiv thing Naphs
thar, which {3 e¢ much as to say, &

olegnsing, by men callit Neppl.”
. The rewuf the ®ing’s investign.
‘tion 1a noe ; It may have been
only aJudictal iry to determine the

suthenticity of] the report.

Now a thetidmeter exposed to the
direct rays of fhe sun in Persia often
indicates 185 or{10 degrees Fahrenhelt,
a temperaturé quite Ligh enough to ige
nite the mord ivOtatile constituents ot
crude pe’rolexr.

It therefore 4e¢fms probable that the
priests elther fimnd an ofl well proper
or a well comtpining & mixture of pe-
troleum ang wiler,

Our word mqphtha {s probably the
eame as the Naphthar of Neemias. It
is & slngular cylneidence that paphtha
Iy noted for fty power of “cleansing,®
though of courps {n a widely differept

snye {rom one {ntended In the

pfu'm

ga - mineratiof) was known and nsed
a8 an {llumtcap? fn anciect times ap-
pears from Plity's mention of the pe-

trojeum of Agtigentum.

He calls 1} “Blciliaz oil” ana zays that
it was n s lampe.—Philadelphia
Pren!.
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A wohq ABOUT FURS,

The Variowe
| 2

fnds That Are Now iu
o Furs in
France.

+

Fur collers,
larettes are trl
and satin
quisitely flowe
are fastened
of the same pe
of swansdowy,
and young chil

uffs, wraps and col:
med with lace, chifton
are ired with ex.
Louis XV. eiiks and
th buckice and claspe
TLe delieate purity
wcrates it to infagte
‘ren. Ermine and chig.
chilla are also ular for little folka
as well as belnf extremely chic as lin.

ings for fur aw deot) and revers for gor
meuts,

Canadian ger makes clmrming
neckpieces, tu Mhich tlowers and lace
glve a suggeetiqg of spring. While sea.
always holds a joertain place in the list
of furs, this eon Persian lamb wil
in a great meagure be substituted foy
it. Since the [pnesirg of the theate:
hat eome of thq pew fur evening wrapt
Lave lace cnpehons, which may b
drawn over th4 bead without disar
rhnging the codffure.

Though furs |are supplicd from the
four quarters pf the globe, there iy
one littic corubt of it renowned for
good taste In making them up. That
Leedless to saf, is Paris.” The fut
dresses of Inrik bave ever enjoyed ar
enviable reputqtion, and have played
an important pert in the history of
the country. Io nuclent times it wae
the furriers of |Paris who were select.
ed to carry the| roval (dais when “thelr
majesties” madie their official entraace
into the city.

The Lyons farvters have a reputation
second only to|that of the Parisigns
Paris uses QU domestic rabbit skins
and 8,000,004 hhwe skins anuuwally, be-
sides 1500050 limported skins of the
same class, to fayv rothing of the many
feline stragydefs  which are trans-
formed into “fhtngs uf beauts™ each
Year.—N. Y. Trlmne.

Chicked fu Rice Nests.

Toll sone rige In water until very
soft, add to esexy quart of cooked rice a
large teaspoonifhil of butter. When eold,
make it into thalls, hollow out the in-
side and 111 1t with cold minced chicken,
to which has leen added a chopped
onion, seasoninf to taste, and a I ttle
minced parsley| Cover in rice, dip the
balls in beetep egg, theA in bread-
crumbs, and fry to e nice brown. Gar-
nish with parsfey. These are very

.nice, either perted as an entree or for

breakfast. — I¢me Magazine.

! Italian Celery. ;

Boll tewo heads of celery for ten min-
utes. drain 1 put into & stewpan,
with one-half piot of milk, a8 piece of:
butter the size jof an egg, pepper and
salt. Bet asidg to cool. Add a thor-
oughly beaten pgg. DButter a shallow
ple dish, strew thickly with bread-
crumbs, pour o the celery, etc.
Bprinkle hreed¢rumbs over the whole.
Put a few bits f butter on the top, and
bake it till it is pet and the top is bRown,
—Boston MNobe

~L’ABEILLE DE LA NOUVELLE-ORL

dé.ns tous les Etats du Fud,

e

AH0E BLACK EYE

Shovwing That the Resonrceful tWome-
an Can Turn Even Her Mis-
i fortunes to Account,

One of the children ealied, and she
‘wernt to see what was the matter. The
hall was dark, the child's bedrroom was
dark, the door to the room stood partly
opel, and the result was that she ran
into the door, In spite of the usual
applications for Injuries of that na-
ture, the bruise just over her eye was
painfully In evidence in a very short
time, and her husband was sympa-
thetic.

*“Yes; it does hurt,” she said {n re-
ply to his question. “Tt pains me a
great deal. I think I ought to get
$30 for that.”

“Fifty dollars!” he exclaimed. “From
whom ?"

“From you,” she replied.
© "But I didn't push you into the
'door,” he protested, “and neither did
I leave the door ajar.”

“Nevertheless,” slie asserted, ‘1
“I think that bruise worth 59,

“I am awfully sorry you burt your
self,” he sald, *but T don’t see why it
should cost me 30"

“Because I need it to get that gown
I spoke to you about,” she explalned,

“Oho!  So that's it," hLe returned,
“You want to work on my sympathles
to get the gown I have alreadly re-
fused to buy for you. TWell, it won't
do.”

“You won't let me have it?”

‘INO'"

“Suppose I should knock oser a few
cbairs, rush srourd the flat roisily
for five or tenm minutes-and then tif
over o table,” she suggested.

“I'd think it very foolish of you,
dut it wouldn't change my determin.
atiop,” he answered.

“Then, suppowe, after making euch
& racket 08 that, which could not fal
to arouse the curlosity of the neigh.
bors, I should go out on the stréet
to-morrow with this gwollen and dise
colored eye,” she persisted.

“What's that?” he demanded.

“Suppose, when I was arked how it

‘bappen [ should appear ili at ease, -

laugh in a constrained sort of way,
sad after some hesitation eay that I
rap against a door.”

“You wouldrn't do that!™ he ox.
claimed {n slarm.

“TWhatwould be the inference drawn
by those who heard the racket up here
to-night?” i

*Oh, come, now! Dorn't be silly!”
he protested, nervously.

“What would (%% thigk ot you?"
she went on. “Wlut kind of reputs.
tion would you get in this neighbom
‘hood 2"

“But—tut surely you wouldn't dg
{t!” he {nsistec, )

“Do | get that " she asked, af
she pulled a chalf ovef until it was al
most ready to fall. »

“But you know I pever did & bruta)
act In my life,” he pleaded. “I nevey
treated you cther than kindly.”

“Will you VLe able to convince the
reighbers of that?"

“I'll bet,” he said as he reached for
his pocketbock. “that wu ran inte
that door purposely."

But she got the gown. A resource-
tul woman car. prefit evern Ly her mis.
fortunes.—N. Y. Sun.

BEGAN IT YEARS AGO.

Kansans Acquired Thetr Flghting
Qualities by the Hrrd Ex-
G periences,

Long before the Ciscovery of o1 In
‘California  and  Cuolorado,  Missourf
trocders were venturivyg into the distant
Arizona and New Mexico. IMerein liecs
the topographical bepinnit g of Karsas.
The Bunfiower state was in the line of
easiest progress for the tracers. It bee
came the route uf all transcontrertal
trails. It was fortified Ly army posts
and defended Ly tradiug statl ns, and
these forts and stations jn turn were
the puclei of future promiscuous pvpu-
latior.  Similariy when the western
gokitield excitement arose, Kansas was
in the lice of overland travel ard  se-
cured permanert irhabitauts long be-
fore Nebracka, which s almost equally
ferule, or before the Dakotas anc Mon-
tana, through which the Jow grage
route to the coast traversed so
profitubly rowadays by the Great
Northern ar.d the Northern Paciflc rail-
ways penetrate. A string of inhabit-
ants was dropped like wheat alorg the”
old im:pigrant trails, and gresw and mul-
tiplied out of sheer necessity where it
fell.

It is around the places where men
who can go no further throw down
thelr packs or where familics who nre
tired of the canvas—cuvered “prairie
schooners” and cooking with buffalo
chips turn their oxen or horses locse to
shift for themselves, and begin to cut
logs or bake mud for ealins that such
Lalf-way-between states as Kansas get
their sta.t; and the magner of genesis
dictates the succeeding vature of ace
quisition. The emigrants who were
left behind in Kausas might mary of
them have wished that they had gone
on, for the days of the territory were
written in blood until long after the
people in the east ceased tu ery, “poor,
bleeding Kansaa™ It was the have-to
of staying behind the van, the resigna-
tion of the inevitable that breathed intg
the Kansans the spirlt of defense nni
conflict that abides with them still, an
makes them copquerors in the battie
with mortgages, and matchless fight-
ers in the rice flelds and torrents of the
Philippines. o

Yet it was this same repellant and
grim inevitability thut sent two sweep-
ing tides of immigration over Kansas'
he&d, and resulted in the population of
California, then Oregon, then Colorado,
then the entire re slope from Pu-
‘got Sound to Santa Fe. People went
where there was the least resistance.—
:Ainllee’u Magastrpe. e
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o No Pure White Flowep, 1™~
g ‘A color expert declares that & plire
Evhite flower does not exist,
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'POSSUMS IN STATEN ISLARD.

The Possum Hant, So FPopular io the
South, Is Being Introduced
In the East,

Trotl a few vears ago the opoFsum
—colloguizlly abbreviated to 'possum
—was comparatively unknown on
Staten Island, but after the bridging
of Arthur Kill, thus uniting the is-
land with New Jersey, these animals
began to appear numerously, to the
great anpoyance of poultrymen, for
the 'possum is a grent lover of eggs.
The Virginia 'possum, the species here
spoken of, ranpges from the central
United States to Brazil. Capt. John
Bmith, in his *“Virginia,” the narra-
tive of his sixth voyage, glves this de-
scription of the little animal: *An
opossum hath a head like a Swine,
a tail like a Rat, and is of the big-
ness of a Cat. Under the bhelly she
hath a large bagge This “bagge"”
is a pouch, in which the young are
carried, and into which they scamper
on being surprised, which does not
often occur, for the 'possum ix essen-
tially a nocturnal prowler and is rure-
1y seen in daytime. It dircovered dur-
ing the dav, it will quickly coll up
end simulate death; hence the phrase
“to play ‘possum.”

The negroes of the south highly
esteen: the 'vossum as food, and when
properly cookivd its meat is execeeds
gly toothsome. The ‘poesum i
rarely found where the persimmon
Goes not grow, and the liberal eating
of this fruit imparts to its meat a
peculiar delicaey of flavor.  Persim-
mons are not plentiful on Staten Je
land, yet during the present anutumn
some localities are liternlly overrun
with ’possums, partictlarly West New
Brighton and the adjacent territory.
Where they come from and why they
come are migrative mysteries. Per-
haps they are actuated by an instinet
of self-preservaticn—a desire to escapn
from the appetite of the southern
darky. It is just within the range
of possibility that tha firet adventur-
ers of this species to the island, find-
ing that the inhabitants were ignor-
ant of the value of 'passum meat as a
food, eommunicated that fact to thelr
relatives, and that they are here seck-
Ing immunity from torch and hound,
with which they are hunted at night
in the south. A pipe torch is used to
light the way of the hunter through
the woods, and the hound- are cmt
ploved to tree the gaige. The ‘possum
on the approach of dogs, ascends
tree, usually & small une. The tree {3
felled with an ax, and the dogs seizo¥
the quarry.

Sa rapidly are the acimals ixmrms-‘(
ing on the island that something will
sufely have to be done to clieck their
invasion. Since making this oom.rry&
8 habitat. the 'poseum has strangly |
sbandoned its old traits, and. besides
bold!}' robbing hen-tests, hus become

sort «f household pest. Commodore
rodfrer, who recently wvisited |lLis
country place here to spend a few
davs in seclusion, was awakened one
pight by a pressure on his breast,
Supposing that the fntruder was o pet
dog, the commodore reached out to
displace it, when his fingers were
seized and bitten viclously.  Qpripe
ing up he Qiscovere? on his couch g
huge "possum, ard fn the hallway Lo
found three more. They had e tered
through a broken winid w-pune in the
basement.

Peter Heal, of Jewrtt avenne, had
an experience more amuking to others
than to himself. Havipg r ey hure
chased a splendid Angora eut or the
occaston of an eveninug honseparty Le
went to the diningeroom to get the e

for exhibition to guesrs in the parlor
Pleking up the eat, ux Fv supposed
and placing it on his shou fer, he re

entered the parler, whken he wat
startled at feeling somethine like
shake collivg tightly about Lis throat
Frautically ridding Limself of <lie coil
be threw to the floor a piant josanm
but nor 2efore his right car dad eer
badly birten- N, Y. Sun.

SETTLING THE WEST.
The Origtunl lnnx\u;c Got Tred o

Climbing Hiils tn Other
States.

Westwar® of the Miscissippi the dra
matic play of physical unture ugains
the migraticg will of human beings as
sumes many times theinterest apd im
presriveness that it had in the move
ments from the Alleghanies to IHinois
The struggle of the settler with the
swamps and marshes ard malaria o
Indiana—a struggle which lusted tc
within the most recent genvrntion
was but a proem to tte havdships ane
conflicts that followed when the Tows
fmmigrants crossed the big river, an
the Missourians that were to be forsook
the hills of Tennesseo,

Towa, it=elf, excluding the considern
tion of the warfare with the donghty
Sfoux, was »ot such a basis of tragedy
nor was Missouri topographicully »o
but lowa and Missouri furnished the
Basis of the cxodus to the furthor west
n:él in doing so gave hoth the genesis
apd the memesis to many a hahite
place on the way to the Pucifie. Tows
itself is an illustration in a minor way
of the law of least resistance, and Mis
sourt is an iilustration of the law o
greatest endurance,

The excess of populution from 1
nols weuld doubtless have grome over the
Misscur! as well as the Mississippt ata
have stretched across the plrins of Ne
braska 20 years bLefore the Union P'a
cifierails were laid, Lt not Towa's sur
face been as it i and the nomuds growt
tired of rolling up and dewn the undu
lating hills, and decided that the easies
thing to do was to settle in the attract
tve wooded vales and stick their plows
fnto: the deep, loamy, corn-producing
eoil.  The thousan®s who remained
have nlways been of the remuaining
sticking kind-——stendy, industrions
thrifty, but circumseribed by the Lilh
from whose outlook only hills are to be
seen.—-Afuslie's Magazine.
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