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H. @art of a Letter, written to a Moft Reverend
Prelate, in anfwer to one written by bis Grace, judg-
ing of the Age of MSS. the Style of Learned Authors,
Painters, Muficiansy &c. By Mr Humfrey W anley,

London, Fuly 11. 1701.

He {ubftance of what your Grace is pleas'd to fay
about Manufcripts and Copied Writings (as 1 appre-

hend it ) is, That ‘tis not only poffible, but very eafie, upon
the perufal of a written Book, to pronounce in what Age or
Century it was written, [uppofing a man to be tolerably well
vers'd in Books of that Language or Country.  And that this
judgment may be made, only by obferving the Shape and Fi-
qure of the Letters of the Book, which (" as all other things )
have their fix’d Periods for their Duration : s being form'd
this way in fuch a Century, and fuch a way in the next s Time
only (which alters the ontward flate of other things ) working
this Change in Letters alfo, of what Age, Language, or Cous-
#ry foever they be. And then as to Original Compofitions,
your Grace 15 of Opinion, That the Style and Diction of any
noted Author being well ebferv'd, ‘tis very caffe to difcover
Juch others of his Works as have gone abroad without bhis

Vame 5 and alfo the wery time when the Author Liv'd,

Tis evident, my Lord, that a man may judge of fowe
MSS by the Hand 5 and of the Genuine and Spurions
Works of fome Authors 5 and of the #ime likewife, where-
in they liv'd, by the flyle of them ; but whether this be
{0-eafie a Work, and that the Rules men generally go by
in thefe cafes, are always infallible Guides, 1s what (Town)
I very much doubt of.
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Suppofe, my Lord, for inftance, a- man fhould bring to
any Antiquary a goed MS. Copy of the Hebrew Bible,
Pentateuch, or Pfalter, written in a {mall common Letter,
without Points, without fine Knots, and Flourithes, with-
out Pictures, and great Letters, or any thing that fhoald
lcok like Pompous: Suppofe that the Ink, Parchmene,
&re. fhould carry a {eeming face of Antiquicy with them,
and that a man fhould fay his MS. was 1000, 1200, or
1300 years old, when as really, it was written within a
very few years : Could he from the Hand alone foon find
out the Cheat ?

All the Hebrew MSS, that I have as yet feen, are writ-
ten either with Sawmaritan or Chaldee Letters. As to the
Samaritan, T own they bear a good refemblance one to
another, and that-they differ very much from thofe Sumua-
ritan Charalters, which we find ftamped upon divers truly
Antient and Genuine Coins. But then there feems to be
fuch a Refemblance (as to the Chara&ter ) between thofe
Coins ftruck in Ages far diftant from one another, that tis
bard ( from the Confideration of the Mesal, its Fabrick,
Weight, from the Shapes-of the Lesters in the Infcription,

¢. ) to fay. which Coin was made in the time of David,
or Solomon, and which no older than the time of the M.
¢habeess this being rather to be gathered from the Words
and Meaning of their-Infcriptions, than from the F igure of
the Charaters which Compofe them. The fame may be
faid, ina great meafure, of the old Greck, Puwic, Roman,
Brittifh and other Coins. \

The Chaldee Charadter has indeed varied in tra& of
time, according to the different Fancies and Humours of
men,  The Eoven plain Letter, I think, is the molt Ancient.
This they altered into a more weat way of making ir, as
your Grace finds in R. Stcphens Hebrew Bibles.  There is 2
third fafhion, of waving the perpendicular firokes like
Rays," as your Grace remembers in fome of the Hebrew
Coins exhibited in the Prolegomena to the Polyglost Bibles.

Then
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T'hen fourthly, there is a large fut Letter in the MS Risy-
-als and Liturgies, befides the Rabbinical Letiers of Italy and
Germany, with their Offfpring 5 the Listere Coronate, and
perhaps others that I never faw: ( Not to mention Hera
the Fewifh Caftom of writing the Valgar Lannguage of i
Country wherein they live, with Hebrew Letters, j it
feems a hard -matter, my Lord, to trace the Original and
Progrefs of all thele ways of Writing, fo, as upon tiw
barc fight of a MS. written in the Hebrew Language or
Charalter, to fay, by the fhape of the Letters of this Bock
appears to be fo old : and it {eems much more difficult toaf-
fign the particular Province or Courtrey wherein cach He-
brew Book was written, as for example, in ltaly, France,
Spain, Portugal, England, Holland, Germany, Poland, Bar«
-bary, Perfia, India, in the {everal Provinces of Turkey, &vc.
‘The fame almoft may be faid of the Greek Manuferipts,
in which Language there has been a great diverfity of
‘Writing, according to the different humonrs-of the Scribes,
the Fafbion then in nfe, or the Manner of that particular
Prouince, in which fuch a Book was written. Nor is it
eafie {tho ene would be apt to take fuch Differences for fo
many Land-marks, ) to tell the Age of a Greek MS. with~
out the Date 5 and I never yet faw {uch a Date fo high as
the year 6400, according to the Greek Computation. And
it is {till much harder, from any Remarks about the Che-
ralter, Iumination, Ink, Parchment, Paper, Binding, &re.
to find out what * Country, Province, ‘
or Ifland, {ach a Greek Book fhould * Ifa manisboen in one Coutitrysnd
A at C writes a Book in another, keeping {tiil
be written-in, oOr what Countr Y RAR ¢o the Charater and manner of Writing ufed
) in his owan Country, X look upon it asthe
fame thing as if he wroteit at home. And therefore I look upnn che Greek MSS. which 4.
gelus Borgecins wrote at Paris, -us if they were written in Candy, whese he was Born.  And fo
(ainongft many others) to inftance in 2 Latin MS, Ylookupon a Copy of Pope Gregiry's
Paftcral Carey (now remaining inthe Bodician Library) as a noble Monuinent of ous Saxin
Anceftors: Tho St Willibald wrote it, pethaps, at Meunt Caffium in Italy, and afierwards (as
it is probable) carsied it with him into Germany, where it remain'd at #arszbarg till thag City
was.plunder'd by the Swedes about 70 years ago.
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+ Now this may in fome mesfure be
dore by Latin MSS, becaufe there are
¢oe2res plenty of them. Forcven ], by
exaftly obfesving the natuse of the Cha-
safrers, & of thofe MSS. whofe Country
T wes fure of, have afierwards been ena-
bled o fay, that 2hs Bock leoks as if it bad
been written in France, Iwaly, Spain, Ger-
many, ti#e Netherlands, ‘England, Iie-
jand, & and, it may be, ahout [uch s
time,
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the +Scribe fhow'd be. Nay, and
what does farther add to the Diffi-
culty, . is, that’tis: known that the
fhapesof the Majufcule Letters found
in Greek MSS, have been retain’d for
above 6oo years together, with lictle
Variation 5 and alfo, that fome MSS.
written with Minufcules and with

Accents, are older than fome others
which want them.  And alfo, thatthe prefent Greek Co-
piffes or Librarij have three or four different Hands com-
monly ufed by them, one being their own Common Hund,
the others an Imitation of old MSS, which are more beaui-
fal, but troublefome in writing, than their ordinary Rua-
ning Hands : It being cuftomary, as T have been told, when
a man wants a Copy of fuch a Book to be written, for the
Copiffe to ask in what Hand it" muft be written (for one
Hand, itmay be,is more Coftly than another ;) and accord-
ing as they agree, the Book is writtens And thus I have
feen fome very new Things writtenin the fame Hand with
Books which are certainly 400 ycars old.

What Methods Learned Men have taken, in order to
inform themf{elves of the different Ages of MSS, 1 know
not, but my own has been this. I have been careful to
get all the Dases ¥ could, wherein ‘twas {aid cthat fuch an
individual MS was written, at fieh' a time, or by fuch u
particilar perfon 5 every Book witha Date, being asa Stax-
dard whereby to know the Age of thofe Books of the
Jame or a like Hand, and of thofe that are not very much
older or mewer. Where Dates have been wanting in fome
Books, perhaps they have had fome Succeflion.of Empe-
rors, Kings, Popes, Bifhops, or other Officerss and fetting
down the continuance of their Predecclors for fo many
ears, months, and days, if there be only the naked Name
of him who is the Jaft in order, (Call ocher Circumftances
concurring, ) Ithen judge the Book to have been written

during
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duting the Life or Reign of fuch a perfon. Efpecially if
that Succeflion be afterwards continu’d by a more reeent
Hand, or that there be two.fuch Succeflions, as of Kings
and Bifhops, and the laf of cach happen to be Cotempora-
ries, Other Obfervations ¥ have made from Hifforical Notes
and Ecclefiaftical Tables, in fome Books. Acother times I
light upon fome Authensic Charter ot Original Writing,in the
{ame Hand with fuch a Book asT have remembred to have
formerly feen, but without any guefs at the Age of it
The Age of the Charter being known, thai of the Book is
then-known alfo : for I never entertain’d any Notion, or
relied upon any Obfervation, but asI found itcenfirm’d by
the Suffrage of concurring Circumftances, and fufficient
Authority.

But even in Dates, 1 have found that a man ought to
be very Cautious 5 for fome have been aliered by later
Hands, for corrupt and bafe Ends. Some are o worded,
as when one thinks that the time they meuntion, is the
time when the MS. was finifh’d by the Copiffe, or Book-
writer 3 it is meant only as to the time when the Auther
finif’d his Compofition:. Other Books are Pofi-dated that
they might be accounted - New. Of this laft kind, is 2
Greek MS. I faw in the Univerlity Library at Casabridgs;
which,. as appears by a written Annotation therein, waz
bought fuch a year at Rome, for fo much ; and yet the Date
pretends that the Book was written at Rowe 1 {ucha year,
which happens to be two years after it was bought anc

aid for. The Reafon of thefe Poff-Dutes was, becoulz,
gefore Printing came up, a Book was by how naich the
Newer, by fo much the more Valuabie. An old Dock nught
be bought for an old Seng, (as we fay ) buot he that trap-
{cribed a frefh Copy muft ‘be paid for Lis pains. And
therefore, I have found in fome Catalogues of the MSS.
formerly extant in our Abbey-Libraries, tnat when they
faid fuch a Book was Liber Vetws, thev wouid oftenadd,
&~ inutilis 5 but.Liber Novus was Nitidus, elsganter firip~
tusy
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ins, letu facilis, &c: which mean Opinion of the Anci.
ent Copies, by the way, may have been the Occafion of
the Loy of many a good Author.

The Librarii o Boek-writers were from the time of the
Rewans a partictlar company of 1nen, and their Bufinef3 a
Trade : But tho Book-writing was their profeflion, yet they
afterwards had but a third part of the bufinefs.

Learning (after the Erection of Monafteries,) was chicfly
in the hands of the Clergy 5 and they were for the moft
vart Regulars, and livd in Monafteries: Among( thefe
were always many induftrious men, who wrote continual-
iy new Copies of old Books, for their own ufe, or for the
Monaltery, or for both 5 which feems to have fwallowed
-ap above half the bufinefs. Then, if an extraordinary
Book was to be written, for the flanding, and more pars:-
eular Ufe of the Church or- Monaftery, the Antiguarins
-muft be {ent for, to write it inlarge Characters, after the old
~marener, and fuch a Copy they knew would laft for many
Ages, without Renovation. Between thefe two forts of
People, the Writing-Monks and Antiguarii 5 the poor Lie
brarij or common Scriptores ( who had Families to main-
tain ) could hardly earn their Bread. ‘This put them up-
on a quicker way of difpatch, thatf{o they might under-
{eil one another : - And in_order to this Difpatch, they
would employ f{everal perfons, at one time, in writing the
fame Book, (each perfon, except him who wrote the fi {
- 8kin, beginning where his Fellow was to leave off:) Or
clfe, they would form the Letters fmaller and leaner, and
make ufe of more Fugations and Abbreviations than ufually
others did. And this, my Lord, is the only account that
I can give, for that Variety of Hands which in former Ages,
being learn’d of, or borrow’d from the Romans, was com-
monly us'd, and in fathion at the{fame time, and in the {fame
Country, (throughout thefe Weftern Parts of Europe,)
and for their growing lefs and lefs for one Age after ano-

ther. An Inftance of this may be given from the
Hands
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Hunds of England, which about the year of our Lord 720
was of three forts, | e

1. The Roman Capitals,  {till fetain’d, and kept up by
the Antiguarij, in fome Books and Charters..

II. ‘The more Sett Saxorz Letters (which have a near affi-

-nity with the more Autient Irifh Characfers; as being with
them derived  from the Roman,) which were ufed as the
Common Hand of-the Age,-by the Monks in their Books
and fome Charters of their Dictating and Writing, ~

I1I. The Running Saxon Letters, fuller of Abbreviations,
and fomething of kinto the Longbardic and Frawco-Gallic,
(both which,with this third fort, -were alfo of Romar
Original,) and was ufed by thefe Librarij in their Bocks
and in the Charters ; as-alfo by fome Authors who wrotz
much, as Bede, &e. , . _

There was another fort of Bookwriters {till in ufe, name-
ly, the Notarij, whofe bufine(s it was to take Tryals and
Pleadings at Gourts of Judicature 5. to write as Ansanuenfes

~ from the mouth of an Author 3 and to take Hosilies  and
Sermons at Church, from the Mouth of the Preacher
Thefe Notarij made ufe of Note or Marks inftead of Letters:
But when, in Procefs of Time, Letters were uﬁmilé writ-
ten fmall and quick, and Abbreviations grew Common,
the Notarij were turn'd off, unlefs they would write Books
in Long Hand, as other Librarij did, and their MNote grew
out of ufe 5 and moft of their Performances in Notes or:

Muarks have been fince deftroy’d.

Suppofe thon, my Lord, that a man had one Latiz Book
of each of the four {orts above-mentioned laid before him,
written all at a time, and without any Date or Note of
the Age: Woculd not he be ready to fay that the three
firitr were older than one another ? As that chat in
Capitals was older than that 'in the Midling Hand 5. and
this again older than that in the Rumming and fmaller
fiand?  and chat fuch a Book written in the Nose being
it fall.of marks, was not Latin, but of fome other un-

krow
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known Language > But to come down iater 5 Suppofe thai
a perfon fhould have fome recenter Books or Charters laid
before him in the Pipe, Text, Excheguer, Chancery, Conre,
and Commer: Hands, all written at the fame time, would
not he be apt to fay, that one feem'd to him to be older
than another, and that they were the Hands of {everal
Nations ?

£ it be difficult for an Inquifitive Perfon to be a perfett
Malter in all the Succeilions of Hands, that have been us'd
in his own Country, fo far as he may be guided by the
Monuments therein extant, . ( and I never.-heard of any
Man that was fuch a Malter) furely, 1t muft be more dif-
ficult to pronounce the Age of thofe Books, from the Hand,
which were written in other Countries, 1in an unknown
Language. And what may make a Man yet more liable
to miftakes (befides the want of Dates in the molt Antient
Greck, Latin and other MSS) was the Pradiice of many
Writers, {till to Ufe the very {ame Hand when in Years,
as they learnt when they were Young ; like as many An.
tient People, who do yet continue to write the Romanand
Secretary Hands, which were more fathionable 5o or 60
years ago, than now. I forbear to trouble your Grace
with any more Words upon this head, orto make mention
of the different ways of Writing in any other Language :
becaufe T find this Letter will prove larger than I intended.
4 will therefore (with vour Grace’s leave) touch upon the
next Head in your Graces Learn'd Eday, fhewing the great
Eafinefs of finding out an Author,and the Time he livd in,
by his Style and Phrafe.

I with, my Lord, that it was as eafie to difcover the
Villanous Amthors of fome T'reafonable and Scandalous Li-
hels, by their Style, as it has been to find out the. Printers,
by the Paper and Letter.  Could  this be ‘done, it might
not Le unufeful to the Government. Buat People have

Zearnt the knack of changing their Style, upon Occafion,
0 Artificially, 25 not to be difcovered, but when they
them-
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themfelves are willing to be known. .Who ~would have
- thought that Erafmus wrote the Fpiftole obfcurornm Viro-
rume 2 Or that' fome of the Nicer, ‘nay, the moft Emincnt
Modern Criticks could have been impos'd upon by their
familiar and near Acquaintance, who trump'd upon
them their own recent Performances for invaiuable frag-
ments of the Antients, whofe other works thefe very Cri-
tics had lying before them? It has been a frequent Pratice
in all Ages for poor Scribblers to father their wretched
Qfffpring upon Illuftrious Perfons : and the di{parity be-
tween the Genuine works of ‘the one, and the Sparious
pieces of the other being evident enough,. it has been
cafic to diftinguifh between the Gold and the Brafs. * But,
my Lord, I would humbly-ask this Queftion, Is all that is
even now by learned men afcribed t6 fome Antient Volu-
minous Greek and Latiz Authors, undoubtedly theirs 2
May not there ftill fome fuppofititious pieces lurk among
them, which have the luck to be receiv’d, only becaufe
they have béen more ingenioufly counterfeited? Nay,
may not the fame perfon in the courfe of his Life, even
alter and vary his Style and Phrafe unwittingly, and with-
out any defign to do fo ? I think Mr Richardfor fome-
where in his Anfwer to Amymtor, upon occaflion of the
difference in point of Style between the Rewelation ot
St John and his other Works, ‘between the Prophecy of Fere
miah and his- Lamentations, does tell us from Dr Cave, that
the confideration of the Times wher a man writes, or of
the Perfons to whom, ot the Subjetts about which, or the
Temper of Body, or the Humonr he is in when he writes, or
the Care and Pains that he takesin Writing, may Gccafion
fuch Alterations in his Style, as that no certain Rule can
be inferr’d from thence.

And if, my Lord, it was really poflible to find out the
Time when an Author liv'd, only by diligent Resding his
Works, furcly the World wou'd have been long fince
Agreed as to the Time when Homer lived, though they

Ggge888e8888 could
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could not tell where he was born. = And I'believe even
in the Lift of Ecclefiaftisal Writers there are fome, and
thofe not of the leaft confideration, who (notwithftand-
ing their Wcrks have been read over and over) are ftill
reckon’d to be of incertain Age.. -

As for Pidures, though I have much-lefs Experience in-
them, than I had once in MSS. yet I will not deny but
that the Works of an hundred Mafters ("befides thofe your
Grace has been pleas'd to mention) may be known by the
Hands, tho they may be almolt as different as their feveral
Hands in Writing :: But that one Painter can’t Copy from
another, fo exaltly,. as-that in tract of time it (hall not
be known which Pi&ure ‘is the Original, is what I dare
not affert.

It has been frequently. practis'd by Painters to borrow
Pittures of thofe who are Lovers and Judges of fuch
things, to Copy them, and to return their Copies for the
Originals; without any difcovery made by the difcerning
Owners. And I'believe it poffible ( tho exceeding diffi-
calt) for a great Mafter to Copy a Picture fo, that when
they both ftand together, a good Judge fhall not dare po-
fitively to fay which is the Copy and which not:: Nor he
that drew the Original, dare to own, that he could imi-
tate his own Handywork betterthan a Stranger has done.
There are a great many ftories common among Painters,
to this purpofe. . And one wou'd not think it much more
difficult, for aMan to imitate a Drawing or Pilture, than
to counterfeit another Mans Hand-writing, which fome
People can do moft exatly. And others with Pen and
Ink will Copy after any thing that is Printed {o nicely, as

-thdt one would affirm their Writing to be printed off at the

Prefs. :
Your Grace’s Notions of difcerning the 4ge as well as
“the Hand of the Painter, by his Pitture, is very curious,
and altogether new to me: And I doubt not but there is
a great deal in it. 1 only want the whole Works of fome
grea
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great Painter, with an Account of the time when he
wrought each Piece, to fit me for the making the Experi-
ment.. And why might not this Notion be advanc'd a
little farther, and the Painter’s Complexior be known by
his Pi&ures, as well as his Age ? As fuppofing that the
Sanguine do naturally run-upon Pourtraits, Poctical Hiflo-
ries, Nudities, &c. The Cholerick upon Battel-pieces, Sea-
Jfghts, Fire-picces by Land or Sea, Tempefls, ¢vc. The
Plegmatick upon the Still-life, Flower-pieces, Birds, Beafts,
Fifbes, &c. and the Melancholic upon Landskips, Archi-
tecFure, Pieces of Perfpective, & c. Not but that the diffe-
rent Genius of a Country, or the Defires of a good Cufto-
mer, may oblige a Painter to work upon a {ubject, which
he had no great Fancy for.

As to the difference in the works of Painters grown old,
in refpett of what they did when young, -T doubt no cer-
tain Rules can be Eftablith'd as to their Performances in
that kind. I know, my Lord, that Painters do generally
live fafter than other men, which may at length occafion
a failure in their Sight and Memory, a trepidation in their
Hands, & And yet I never heard that Michael Angels,
Alb. Durer, Titian, and others, painted worfe at the latter
end of their long lives, than they did before. Nay, I
hear that Sigrior Verrio, tho grown old, Paints now far
better than ever, and is grown almoft atham’d of fome of
his own Works which he Painted at Windfor-Cafile in the
time of K. Charles II.  There may be this in it, that Aged
Perfons baving attain'd, thro long Praltice, to a greater
Experience, toa more Solid and Mature Judgment than
they had when younger, are more Cautious of that which
they let go out of their Hands 3= and correét thofe flathy
touches of their Pencil, and other fuperfluous Irregula-
rities, which they and others were formerly very fond
of.

As for the Flame and Motior of the Eyes in a PiCture, “or
the Breath in its Mouth, 1 can fay but little, having as yet

Ggg532888888 2 neve
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never had the happinefs to feec fuch Rarities, tho I have
been admitted to the fight of fome of the beft Pieces of
the moft Celebrated Mafters,

As to the Painters Paiuting a Living or Moving thing,
fo that one (hall almof difcern the Motion, and fee the
Bird Flying, the Horfe or Hound Running, &ve. thatis
more cafie, efpecially when affifted with the friendly and
pregnant fancy of the Charm’d Spe&ator. In the St/ life
indeed, the Eye is quickly deceiv’d, and tho there are, I
believe, feveral Mafters now living more Excellent at it
than ever Zenxis and Parrbafins were 5 yet ftill, wich all
their Art, ’tis very difficult co impofe upon a man (o, as
ta make him believe ‘tis not a Psfure, but the very Life
that he fees before him.

Muficians feem to be under the {fame Predicament with
Puinters, fince they are obferv'd to live Faf, as allo the
Poets. °Tis by the Practice of many years that they attain
to a jult Knowledge and Maftery in their refpective Arts
and as their firlt Compofitions are little and light, fuitable
to the Mercurial temper of heedlefs and inconftant Youth 3
So, in time, this wears off, and as their Experience and
Judgment encreafes, their Compofitions grow more folid
and found. A Young Man may make a beiter Minnet or
Figg, but the Elder a more {ound Service or Anthenr. The
Mufic of the former (" with other Accomplifhments ) may
g0 a great way towards the enticing a foolith Girl to Love;
bur that of the latter Excitzs rhe Devotion, moves the Af-
feftions, and raifes the Pzfii-ns of thofe truly Religious
Souls, who take pleafure in finging praifes to the Honout
and Glory of his name, who lives for ever and ever.

If your Grace (hall oy, 1hat the very bef? Painters, Mu-
Sficians and Pocts 4 lyed young, ¢ «ileafl before they attain'd
to an adwvarc’d Age, wher tiey wonld have fail'd or grown
dull, ws others did : 1 amult beg leave to {ay that Old Men
are of two forts, enier thole who are much ajfeifed wich
their Age and weakned, or thofc who are nof,

”~
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If 2 Man be torn of unfound Parents, or hath livid al
along in an Ais difagreeable to his Conftitution, or has his
Conftication always unhealchful, or has liv'd an intempe-
rate or debauch’'d Life, or has been cruth’d by any heavy
Misfortunss, or always livid in Poverty or Difcontent 5 °tis
no wonder, if in {pight of all this, he attains to old Age:
but thea he will probably lofe the Clearnefs of his Head,
the fiz’d Attention of his Mind, the Brightnefsof his Parts,
whieii he might be formerly noted for.” If 2 Man has ne-
ver had any of thefe difadvanrages to wreftle with, but
has all along been blefsd with the Contrary : then, he
being bred up to a profeflion, and always following it,
his judgment therein Qill encreafes, and his Hand (‘ore
would think ) fhould be more nimble and ready, and the
Man a better Painter, Mufcian or Orator than ever: And
why not a better Poet too ? 1f{ay, with fubmiffion, my
Lord, if Mr Dryder (tho he was faid to be unhealthy at
laft ) wou'd have taken as much pains, or had been Al-
lowed time to his Mind for revifing his later Poems, as in
fome of-his former, they might have been as well, if not
better accepted. 1 don’t fee that ’tis o/d Age that does a
Man this diskindrefs, but rather, that'tisthe Accidents thae
do too often attend it, which yet many are freed from to
the very laft.

Suppofe then, my Lord, if Raphael or Vandike, or the
late Mr H. Purcell, or Aleffandro Stradella, thould have
continued their Practice of Painting and Mufic «ill chey
grew old, from the Accidents attending which, fuppoie
them (" as a great many other People) to be very free ;
might we not then have jultly expedted from them, cven
greater Wonders than they had ever before perform’d »
I won’t fay that an o/« General is fitter, to be trufted than
a young one 5 or that the late Marefchal Schomberg ac liis
death, was a betier Souldier. ( notwithftandiog his Agc )
than the Prefent Kings of Sweden and Poland : But raiher,
that the Study of Divinity, or of the Laws, do feem as
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nice and large as thofe of Painting and Mufie. Now thS
sld and fage Men of thofe Profeffions are every where moft
regarded, they are found to have the ripeft Judgments, and
they are defervedly employed in the moft weighty Affairs
appertaining to their Profeflions. And it has been {een
Tas was parcly faid before ) that fome Painters and Mufeci-
ans have not at all fail'd as they grew old, but kept that
great Reputation to the laft, which they had before ac-
quir'd. o

} My Lord, upon the whole, it {cems to me (tho'l know
my Opinion is of no weight ) that there is a gradual and
fenfible alteration-in the appearance of things, and efpeci-
cially in the Scripture or Hand-writing of "MSS. Now
thefe ought to be confider'd with refpect to the particular
places wherein they were written.

Every Country is fuppos'd to have remaining in it, the
greatelt Variety and mofk confiderable Monuments of its
own Charalters ; unlefs they are known to be carried
away to other places. And therefore, if any inan be de.
firous of confidering the Letters of any Language that has
been confin’d to any one particular Region or Province ;
‘tis but going thither, and it’s ten to one, but (if he be
diligent) he may fatisfie his Curiofity ygry well. For Ex-
ample, Suppofe I fhould be willing to confider the Nature
of the Irifh Letters, their Original, Progre(s and Variati-
ons, with their Relation to the Roman, Franco & Anglo-
Saxon : this might be done by travelling freland princi-
pally, by taking a trip into the Scotch Highlards, and per-
haps into the Iffe of Man, and by confulting fome Englifh
and other Libraries, whicher fome Irifh MSS have been car-
ried.

1f I would confider the French, Italian, Spanifh, or Er.
glift Hands, each Country affords {ufficient Helps. But if
a Man would confider the Letters of a Dead or Living
Language, which fpread far, and bas been, or is us'd in fe-
veral Conntries 3 he can’t be-fuppos'd a perfe& Mafter in all
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the ways of writing that Language, till he has confider’d
the whole State and Succeflion of its Letters in each of thofe
Countriess Amongf(t thofe Languages I reckon the Hebrew,
Arabic, Turkifb, Armenian, Perfan, Greek, Latin, Teutonic,
Sclavonian, & ¢. And tho Latiz is common among(t us, and
every body is pronouncing the Age of a Latin MS, yet 1
think they would do well to enquire where as well as whes
a Book was written. And if they are certain that fuch a
Latin Book was written in ‘fuch a- particular Country, or
Province, 'tis then more eafie, by confidering the Succeflion
of Letters usd in that Province, or by comparing it with
other Books written therein, to {ay kaw old it is. For
want of this confideration’ many Learned Perfons have
been almoft always out in their Calculations, and have
pronouncd at Random. If then, my Lord, this Method
appears Rational, and even Neceflary, in order to attain a
fufficient Meafure of this fort of Knowledge; it follows,
that ‘tis no eafie matter to affign the Age even.of a Latin
MS, no, not even in England, where yet I fuppofe there
'may be as great a Variety of Latin Hands,asin moft other
Countries..

As for Painting and Mufic, they are Arts that I have al-
ways had a great Love and Affettion for. I know very
well that each Painters Hand and each Muficians Manner
differs fromn another, but whether there is a gradual and
remarkable  Variation from themfelves in the Courfe of
their Lives, is what I never heard afferted. This is cer-
tain, that they can change their way of Painting and Com.
pofing at pleafure 5. and therefore, Mr H, Purcel's Dulci-
bell 1s faid not to be like his other Mufic s and Mr Fuller
the Painter could put one of his Pieces upon Sir Peter Lely
for a moft incomparable Pifture of Mich. Angelo. But.
‘then thefe Changes and Variations from their ufual Man.
ners are very {eldom made. And a man generally purfues
and practices that which is moft agreeable, to his own Ge-
nius. For this Reafon, when a Painters Hand is fixed,
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his Manner is then limited, and {o when a Cuarious Perfoti
comes into a Gallery, he knows that #his PiCtare was done
by Ryley, Kueller, Vandyke, Dobfon, Tintoret, ¢c. and
thas to be a Copy after Rewbens, Georgeon, Salv. Rofa, Han.
Caraccio, Pietrc di Corfona, &ec. When he comes to an
Opera, to a Confort, orto Church, not knowing before-hand
what Maficisto be perform’d, yet he may {oon difcern that
it was compos'd by Corelli, Baptifi, Baffuni, Charilfzui, Blow,
Purcell, & . And {oupon Reading an Antient Author, 2
fagacious and learned Perfon may find, that he writes ac-
cording to the manner of fuch an Age, that the Style imi-
tates {uch another, or that the Book, tho it bears fuch a
Man’s Name, yet might, perhaps, be more truly afcribed
to another,  with whofe Style it more exactly agrees : As
for Example, that Piece of S. Cyril’s, publifb'd from the
Efcurial MS. by Barthafar Corderius, is thought (" by reafon
of the Analogy in point of Style) to be Origen’s : But then,
whether all this can be always done, done eafily and withous
Errors, is the doubt. And it {eems yet a greater difficulty,
certainly to difcover how old the Painter, Mufician, Poet,
Orator, or other Author was, when he finilb'd any one
piece of his Works, unlefs a man is plainly told fo : ‘This
being a fort of Knowledge, that chofe who have been
otherwife fufficiently experienc'd in their {everal Arts and
Profeflions, have not as yet pretended to.

III. Olavi



