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1I. 4 Letter concerning the Antiquity of the Vene-
real Difeafe. By Mr. William Becket, Surge-
ony E. R. S. to William Wagftaffe, M. D.
S.R. & Coll. Med. Lond. Soc. and by him com-
municated to the Royal Society.

S IR,

EFORE I engage in the principal Defign of

i this Letter; which will be to prove, that the
Venereal Difeafe, when it came to be confirmed, was
frequently known among us fome hundreds of Years
before the Siege of Naples: 1fhallendeavour to refute the
Opinion of thofe Perfons,whobelieve it to have had itsrife
there, ifany {uch fhall remain, who hav eread over my for-
mer Letter *.  True indeed itis, that there have not been
wanting feveral modern Authors, who have afferced it ;
but I determine to make it appear to be an Error as
inconfiderately, and haftily received, as ftarted by {ome
Chimerical Author; who, becaufe feveral Writers a-
bout that time, obferving the Difeafe to begin in the
Pudenda, {eparated it from another, with which it was
before confounded, mult likewife take upon him to
affert its being a new Diftemper, and to affign a cer-
tain Time and Place for its Rife. WNow one might
with all the Reafon in the World exped, that, if the
Dilcafe had its Original there, it muft have been fo
certainly and infallibly known, that there could have
been no doubtful or uncertain Opinions about it, but
that
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that the Phyficians, who refided in or ncar the ¥lace,
and thofe more efpecially, who interefted themfelves fo
far as to write of it, mufl have all of them, to a Man,
agreed upon the Certainty of a thing, the Knowlcdge
of the Truth of which was {o eafily attainable. But
on the contrary, Nicholas Leonicenns, who was the firit
Italian Phyfician, that wrote of this Difealt, and who
lived at the very time, when Napl:s was belieged, is fo
far from acknowledging it to have had its rifc there,
from the French Soldiers Converfation with the 774-
lian Women, and fo little did he know of its true
Caufe, that he does not allow it to be the Confe-
quent of impure Embraces.  About this time it was
likewife, that Pope Alexand:r the Vith engaged Gafe
par Torella to write of this Diftemper. This Pope
was in League with Alplonfus King of Naples, againtt
Charles Vill. King of France, to prevent his paffing
thro’ Ztaly. when he went to befiege Naples; yet this
Author is fo far from allowing it to have had its
Original there, that he tells us, the Aftrolcgers were
of opinicn, that it proceeded from I know not what
particular Confiellations.  Nor does Sebaffianns Aqui-
lanus, who lived at that time, allow it to be any
other than an ancient LUifeale; or dntenins Scanare-
Jius, who wrote in 1498, which was buc four or five
Years after the beforemention'd Siege. Nor do fe-
veral other Authors, then living, {ay one Word about
this Neapolitan Story.  Eurt it {eems Ulricus de Flutten,
a German Keo who was no Phyfician, poiitively af
firms this Difeafs to have had its rife there; bur how
he fhould come to know this, who lived at fuch a
diltance from the Place, and they, who were Phyfi-
cians refiding as it were upon the fpot, be igno-
rant of it, will be as much credited, as his follow-
ing inconfiftenc Relation, which will fufficiently prlove,
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how little carc he took to be apprifed of the Truth
of what he wrote. This very Author tells us this
Difcale was unknown till the Year 1493, or there-
abours ; that he himfelf had ir, whenhe wis 2 Child,
and {o conlequen:ly that it was hereditary, or from
the Nurfe. Hec wrote his Bock of this ificaper at
Mentzy where it was printed by Fobn Sclofor in 410,
in the Year 1519. Now if we allow him to be
but 27 YVears of Age, when he wrotey (for he caanct
be fuppos’d to be lefs, who before this took upon
him to cure his Father of the Venercal Difealc, wich-
out the Afiiftance of any Phyfician or Surgeon,) he
muft have had the Diflemper upon him, according to
his own Azcount, before ever it was in becing. Thus
we may fee, how Perfons may be impos’d upon by a
hafty and inconfiftent Writer, no way qualified for
fuch an Undertaking, and greedily receive in Fal-
thoods inftead of Truths, if they will not be at the
Pains of confulting the Original Writings of our Pre-
deceflors, the only fure Method of overthrowing fuch
Chimerical and imaginary Notions.

But to come to what is principally defigned in this
Letzer; If I have, Sir, in my former {ufficiently pro-
ved, that the firft Degree of the Vencreal Difeafc was
very common among us fome hundreds of Years, be-
fore it is commonly faid to have been known in Ewrope;
there will be no Rcafon for any body to conceive we
were at that time in any meafure Strangers to it,
when it came to be confirmed; more cfpecially, when
we confider the Mcthods of Treatment in thofe Times,
which confifting principally in topical Applications,
many of their Patients could not poflibly efcape ha-
ving it confirmed on them.  Now when it was in
this confirmed State, the Wrirers of thofe ealy timces
looked upon it as an cntirely new Difcafe, and not a
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Confequent of any Evil before contratted, becaufe
they were not apprifed, that the firft Symptoms be-
ing removed, and the Difeafe to Appearance cured,
it fhould afterwards difcover it felfin fuch a manner,
as thould not feem to have the leaft Analogy with the
Symptoms, that firft actack'd a part, which had been
for a confiderable time free from any Misfortune,
But becaufe the Symptoms are the only true Cha-
racterifticks, whereby we are infallibly able to know
one Difeafe from another, it may be expected, that I pro-
duce fufficient Authorities, to demonftrate they were
all ot them known and defcribed by ancient Phyfical
and Chirurgical Writers, juft as they appear to be
in the Venereal Difeafe at this Day, if I would prove
that Difeale to be of a much more ancient Date, than
is generally thought; and if I do this, I cannot buc
think it will be fatisfactory, fince we can have no
other way of coming to a Knowledge of any one
Diftemper, than by its Symptoms. The Method of
laying down the exact Succeffion of them, will be
impofiible to be reduced to any certain and isfalli-
ble Rule, there being fo great a Varicty of Caufes,
that obftrud fuch a Regularitys for which Reafon,
I fhall take notice of them in fuch Order as they
moft generally appear, which was upon no account
to be expected from our ancient Writers, for as much
as they mention every particular Symptom by ir feif,
not knowing but that they were independent of each
other, and that each of them was a diftiné Di%afe,
However, the proving thefe Symptoms were in being
in thefe early rimes, will be as ftrong an Argument
to prove the Antiquity of this Diftemper, as if they
had been regifter’d in the moft exa® Order of Syc-
ceflion, becaufe we fhall, upon the firieft Examina-
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tion, find they are peculiar to the Venereal Malady
only. I'have, I hope, fufficiently made it appear in my
former Letter, that the firft degree of this Difeale was
anciently known among us by the name of the Brenn-
ing, or Burning; and that it was the fame Thing
with what we now call a Clap. The Symproms, which
are ufually its concomitants, are the Phymofis, and
Faraphymofis, both which are accurately defcribed,
and proper Remedies for them fet down by the be-
fore mentioned Jobn Arden Bq3 in another Manu-
feript of his, curioufly written upon Vellum, and beau-
tifully illuminated. The imprudent Method of Cure
of this firft degree of the Vencreal Malady, is fome-
times attended with a Caruncle in the Urethra, which
was a Difeafe very common among us ancieatly : For
not to mention other carly writers, our before men-
tioned Author gives us the Cafe of a certain Re@or,
that had fuch a Subftance, like a Wart, growing in
the Penis, which in another Place he fays frequently
happens. and of another, which had fuch an Excrefcence
as big as a f{mall Strawberry, which (fays he) pro-
ceeded from the corrupted Matter, which remained
in the Urethra..

And indced there is not any Symptomof the Ve-
nereal Difeafe, that | find fo often mentioned as chis
of the Caruncle, infomuch that it fecms to have been
more common in thofe early rimes, than ac this Day.
But this muft be certainly owing to the fmooth and
oily Remedies they were continually injecting, which,
by their rclaxing and foftning the Fibres of the part,
muft neceffarily difpofe the contexture of fmall Blood
Veflels, lodged at the bottom of the little Ulcerations, to
fill with nutritious juices, and to extend themfelves fo, as

o
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to form fuch fungous Excrefcences; and {o folicitous
were they for removing thefe inconveniencics, thac
they made ufe of feveral ways by Corrofives and o-
ther Methods, to accomplith this end ; and a very ear-
ly Writer amang us, has given us a very methodis
cal and curious Tralt on this Subjed, wherein here-
commends the renmoving them by the medicated Can-
dle, which we ufe at this Day, and lays down divers
other Iaflru®ions, in Relation to it, which makes it
probably the beft Difcouric on this Subjeét, that was
ever yet written. The fame Aurhor takes norice of
thofe conttmacious Ulccrs, which happen upon the
Glans and the necighbouring parts, which wc now
call Shankers ; and the great Tiouble, our ancient Au-
thors found in attempting their Cure (fufficiently
difcover them to have had their Original from a Ve-
nereal InfeQion. Thele {everai Symptoms of the Vene-
real Malady our early Writers are very full incheir
Accounts of, and others, when the Difcafe was in
a more confirmed State, to which they appropriated
particular Namcs, perhaps more fignificant and expref
five than thofc impofed by modern Authors. Thus for
inftance, the Bubo’s in the Groins they called Dorfers,
which ! have given a Reafon for befores and the Vene-
real Nodcs onthe Shin Bones they termed the Boonhaw,
which gives us a perfe@ Idca, not only of the part
afle@ed but after what manner it was Difeafed ; for
the old Englith Word, AHawe, fignified a fwelling of any
fart. Thus for inftance, a little Swelling upon the Cor-
nea, was ancicently called the Hawe in the Eye, and
the Swelling that frcquently happens on the Finger,
on onc fide the Nail, was called the white Hawe, and
afterwards Whitflaw. The proces our laft menti.
oned Author rccommends, for the Cure of the Boon

or Bonc Hawe, is by making ufcof a Plaifter, which
had
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had a Hole cut in the midfl, to circumfcribe it s
and applying a Cauflick of unflacked Lime, and black
Soap incorporated together, which, with Plaifier and
Bandage, was to be fecured on the part four Hours,
and longer. if that was not feund {ufficient ; afier this
he proceeds to the feparating the Slough, &e. This
Pradtice of his fecms to have been found out by ac-
cident. For he tclls us, when he was a young Pradli-
tioner, he baving applyed both the Narural and Ar-
tificial Arfenick to the Leg of a Man, that was his
Patient, it {o mortified the Fleth, as furprized him;
but by proper digeftives, the Efchar coming off, and
leaving the Bonc bare, he fcraped it with an Inftru-
ment for feveral Days, and dreft it with Incarnatives,
defigning to have ingendred Flefh on it; but this
proving unfuccefsful, he continued to fcrape it, till he
obferved it move under the Inftrument, after which
having feparated it, he found the Sore covered with
new blefh, and that thio Bone was four Inches in
leagth, two in breadih, and very thick, upon the rc-
moval of which the Fatient was foon cured. Thus
its probable this Obfcrvation of this great Man led
our Predeceflors to pradtice the very fame Method ;
and we do ztchis Day in our Holpitals treat the Ve-
nereal Nodes on the Shins exaly as is here dcfori-
bud, where we oblcrve the fame appearances, he {o
long before took notice of ; and ’tis not in the leaft
to be doubted, but the Boon Haw and our Vencreal
Nodes are rhe {ame Difeafe. By the appearance of
fome of the laft of the above mentioned Symproms,
we infallibly judge the Paricot has had the Infe@ion
upen him a confiderable time, and that the Difealcis
making itS gradual advances, to the corrupting and
defiroying the whole frame of the Pody. That this
was the Conclufion of the miferies of thofe Ferfons,

that
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that gave themflelves up to the deceitful delights
and entertainments of lewd Women, in thofe early
times as well as now, I cannot better prove than by
thofe remarkable inflances you quoted from a MS.
in Lincoln Colledge, in Oxon, which you kindly com-
municated to me, afier you had mentioned them in
onc of your Learned Lelures in our Theatre. They
are as follow, Novi enim ego Magiffer Thomas Gal-
coigne, licet indignus, [acre Theologie Dotor, qui hac  [feriph
&~ collegiy diverfos wiros, qui mortui fuerunt ex putrefac-
tione m:mbrorum [ucyum genitalinm & corporis fui 5 que cor-
ruptio & putrefactio, ut ipfi dixerunt, caufata fuit per ex-
ercitinm copule carnalis cum mu'ieribus. Magnus enim dnx
in Angli, [cil. ]. de Gaunt, mortsus eft ex tali putreficd
tione membrorum gemitalinm, ¢ corporis [ui, canfatd per fre-
quentationem mulicrnme. Magnus enim fornicator fuit, ut in
toto Regno Anglie divulgabatur, & ante mortem [wam jacens
Sic infirmus in lecto, ecandem putrefactionem Regi Anglie
Ricarde [ecundo offendit, cum 1dem Rex eundems Ducem in
[ud infirmitate vifirsvit; & dixit mibi qui iffa novit y-
nns  fidelis  [2cr@ Theologie Baccalamrens. Willys etiam
longe wir miturg atatis ¢ de civitat. Londonii, mo tuns
eft ex tali putrefactione membrorum [worum  genitalivm
¢ corporis fut, canfatd per copulam carnalem cum Mulicribus,
st ipfemet pluries confelJus eff ante mortem [wam, quumma-
n [wa propria eleemofynas diffribuit ut ego novi anno Dni.
1430. Now what thofe inftances mentioned rom Ar-
den, or thefe from Gafeoigne, who was then Chancellor
of Oxford, cou'd poflibly be but Venercal Cafes, I
would be obliged to any body to inform me. Certain
it is, no Difcale was ever known to be gotten by the
carnal Converfation of Women, which firft arracked
the Genitals, cauling a Corruption and Putrefaction of
them, and afterward of the whole Frame of the Bo-
dy, but that which is Venercal. For nothing is more

commonly
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commonly known at this Day, thaa that after the ve.
nereal ingagement with an impure Woman, the Penis
is the parc where the Scene is firft laid for the fuc-
ceeding Tragical appearances; and there, and in the
Neighbouring Parts, do the Symptoms of the Difeafe
as its retainers, always fitt aflemble, till the malig-
nant Poyf(on taints the Biood and other Juices ; which
being convey’d over the whole Frame of the human
Fabrick, if not check’d, foon brings about its total
Corruption.

What I have further to add in relation to this, is,
becaufe we do not find the Difeafe mentioned by
Gafvoigne, was diftinguifh’d by any parricular Name,
and that great Numbers muft unavoidably die of the
Venereal Malady at that time, from the imperfect
Knowledge of thofe who had the treatment of the
firt Degrees of it, it mult neceflarily follow, that
when the whole Frame of the Body had received
a taint from the Venerecal Poyfon, fo as to occafion
its breaking out in Scabs and Ulcers, almoft all over
its Surface it muft generally be called by the Name
of fome particular Difcafe, whofe appearances bad
fomewhat of an Affinity to it. Now if we examine
the Nature of all the Difeafes that attack the Human
Body, we fhall not find the Vencreal Malady, whenit
arrives at this State, to bear a greater Similitude to
any than the Leprofy, as it is defcribed by the An-
cients : Nay fo great was the Analogy betwixt thefe
Difeafes fuppofed to be, that Sebaftianus Aquilanss has
endeavourcd to prove from Gal:n, Avicen, Pliny, &c.
That the Pox is only one Species of the Leprofy ;and
Facobus Catancus, a Writer almoft as carly as the rife
of the Nume of the Pox, tells us ’tis not only pof-
{ible there may be a rtranfition, from one of thefe
Difeafes into the other; but that he faw two Per(ops
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inwhom the Pox was changed into the Leprofy : That
is, from having great Pockes or Puftules on the Sur-
face of their bodies, from whence the Pox is deno-
minated, to have become Ulcerous or Scabby. This
particular State of the Difcafe anciently put che Sur-
geons to a great deal of trouble: For they finding
that thefe Ulcers were of a very contumacious and
rebellious Nature, they were obliged to make ufe of
great numbers of remedies, in order to conquer the
evil Difpofition of them. But they obferved that alt
of them were ufelefs, unlefs Mercury was joined with
them. Now the drefling each particular Ulcer being
fo very tedious, they ordered the Patients ro daub
the Ointments over the Parts which were ulcerated :
which done they were wrapt in Linnen Cloaths till
the next dreffing : But after a few Days they were
extreamly furprized, to find their Mouths began to
be fore, and that they {pit very profufely ; buc they
tell us to their aftonithment, that in a little time
the Sores became healed, and the Fatients cured. And
by this accident it was the Method of Salivating by
Un&ion was firlt difcoverd, which is in {o much ufe
among us at this Day. From thefe and fome other
inflances 1 have given of the Induftry and Applicati-
on of our Predeceflors, and wirh what Sagacicy they
applyed every accidental hint, to the relieving their
difireffed fellow Creatures from rhe Misfortuncs they
laboured under; we ought to be led to the bigheft
Eftcem and Venerationof them, (and {o much the more
moft cerrainly) forafmuch as they were principally
our own Country Men, who I can prove not only
from feveral Perfons, coming from Foreign Parts ro
be cured of their Difeafes here in England, bur for
other Realons that they excelled moft of their Co-
temporarics in the Divine Art of Healing. Now al-

though
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though thofc Foreign Authorities, I before mentioned,
might be looked uponas fufficient toconvince any one,
how our Anccftors blended thefe two Difeafes together :
Yet fhalt 1 purfue my defigned Merhod, and prove
from our own Writers, long before thole, that altho’
the Pox was not only among us, but in diftant Na-
tions anciently confounded with the Leprofy; yet fo
exact were our Writers in their Obfervations of the
Infetious Nature of one Species of that Difeafe, and
defcribing the Symptoms, as was fufficient to lead any
Perfon to the diftinguifhing between them, f{o as to
feparate one Difeafc from the other. I fhall there-
fore firft enquire into the manner how the Leprofy
was {ometimes faid to be gotten in thofe early times,
and then examine the Symptoms of the Difeafe, that
attacked the Patient. Fobn Gadifden a very learncd
and famous Englifb Phyfician, who flourifhed about
the Year 1340, in an exccllent Work of his, he en-
titles Rofs Anglica, (peaking de infectione ex coitu Le-
profi, vel Leprofe, fays as follows, Frimo notandum quod
ille qui timet de excoriatione & arfura Virga poft coitum
ftatim lavet Virgam cum aqua mixta_aceto, wvel cum u-
vina propria & nihil mali habebit 5 and in another place
{peaking, de Ulcere Virge, he fays, fed fi quis walt
mmembrum ab  omni corruptione [ervare, cum o Mulicre
recedit, quam forse habet [ufpectam de immunditie, laves
illud cum aqua frigida mixta cwm_aceto, el wrina pro-
pria intra vel extra prapubium, He likewife {peaking
ftill of the Leprofy reccommends a Deco&ion of Plan-
tain and Rofes in Wine, to be made ufe of by the
Woman,immediately after the Venereal Encounter ; upon
which he tells us fhe will be fecare. From hence it
is evident fome of their Leprous Women (as they call’d
them) were capable of communicating an infeQtious
Malady to thofé that had carnal converfation with

I2 them,
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them which proves, the Pudenda of the Women muft be
difeafed, for as much as we are abfolutely aflured In-
fe@tions of that Nature only happen when a found
Part comes to an immediate Conta® with a difeafed
one; for the Symptoms always firlt difplay themfelves
in thofe Parts through which the Virulency is firft con-
veyed. Now in a true Leprofy we never meet with
the mention of any diforder in thofe Parts, which, if
there be not, muft abfolutely fecure the Perfon from
having thar Difeale communicated to him by coition
with Leprous Women ; but it proves therc was a
Difeafe among them, which was not the Leprofy, al-
though it went by that Names; and that this could
be no other than Vencreal becaufe it was infeQious:
for there is no other Difeafe that is capable of being
communicated this way but the Venereal Difeafe,
feeing the Pudenda are only in that Diftemper fo
difeafed as to become capable of communicating their
Contagion. I find the learned Gilbertus Anglicus who
flourithed aboutr the Year 1360, reafoning concer-
ning the manner how it is poflible 2 Man fhou'd be
infeted by a Leprous Woman; where if we allow
him to call the Malignant Matter, which, is lodged
in the Vagina, [the Womans feed] we fhall find he
accurately delcribes the very fiet Venereal Infe@ion,
by part of the virulent Macters being reccived into
the Urethra; from whence by the Communication of
the Veins and Arteries, it is conveyed into the whole
Body, after which (fays he) enfues its total Corrup.
tion. Let us now cxamine the Sympioms of one
fort of their Leprofy, for it muft be ncceffarily di-
vided into different Species, when another Diftem-
per was blended with it, in which we obferve fuch a
diverficy of appearances; and this I fhall the rather
do in this Place, becaufe it will furnith us with the
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next Succeflion of Symptoms after thofe alrcady mer.
tioned, as the Venercal Ozxnas, the Ulcers of the
Throat, the Hoarlnefs, the proof of its being com-
municable from the Nurle to the Child, by Heredi
tary fucceffion, & . All which we find to be rttuc
in the Venereal Difeale at this Day. Our Country-
Man Bartholomew Glanvile, who flourithed about the
Year 1360, in his Book de Proprietatibus Rerum., tran(c
lated by Fohn Trevifa Vicar of Barkley in 1398 tells
us [ome Leprous Perfons have redde Pymples and Whelies
in the Fuace; out of whome oftenne runne Blood and Mt
ter: In  fuch the Nofes [wellen and ben grete; the
vertue of [mellynge faylyrh, and the Brethe [lynkyth ryghe
fowle. In another place the fame Author {peaks of ux-
clene- [poryd  glemy and quytiery, the Nofethrilles ben
fropyly the wafen of the Voys is rough, and the woyce
is horfe and- the Heere. falls, Among the Caufes
of this fort of Leprofy, he reckons lying in the
Sheets after them, eafing Nature after them ; and o-
hers which the firk Writers on the Pox looked up-
on to be capable of communicating that Contagion :
alfo, fays he, it comyth of flobly lking by a Wo-
man, after that a Leprous Man hathe laye by her s alfo
it comyth of Fader and Moders ann [o thys Conta-
gyon paffyth into the Chylde, as it ware by Lawe of
Herytage.  And alfs when a Chylde is fedde wyth corrupte
Mylke of a Lepronse Nouryce. He adds by what ecver
Caufe it comes, you are not to hope for Cure if it be
confyrmyd 5- but it may be [omewhat bidde and lest that
it diftroye fo. foone. 'Thus we fee how our Aue
thor under the Name of one Species of the Lepro-
{y, gives a Summary of the Symptoms of the Pox,
and the feveral ways whereby it is ac this time com-
municated. Now when thefe two Difeafes were an-
ciently blended together and pafled under the Name

of
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of the Leprofy only, it muft be the real Caufe why
that Difeafc feemed to be fo rife formerly; for two
Diftempers pafling under one Name muft ncceflarily
make it more taken notice of and much more fre-

uent ; not but that much the greater Number
of thofe who were formerly faid to be Leprous were
really Venereal, feems to be very evidents for fince
that Difeale has been feparated from the Leprofy, it
has drawn off fuch vaft Numbers, that the Leprofy is
become as it were a perfect Stranger to us. Thofe
that are acquainted with our Englifh Hifltory well
know the grcat Provifion that was amciently made
throughout all England for Leprous Perfons, infomuch
thar there was fcarce a confiderable Town among us
but had a Lazar-Houfe for fuch dieafed. In a Re-
gifter which belonged to one of thefe Houfes, I find
there were in-Alen. the Viilth’s time f{ix of them near
London, (viz,) at Kwight’s Bridge, Hammerfmith, High-
gate, Kingfland, the Lock, and at Mile-end, but about
40 Years before 1 find buc four mentioneds and in
1452 in the Will of Ralph Holland, Merchant Taylor,
regifired in the Prerogative Office, meation is made
but of three, which, with his Legacies to them, are
as follow.. Ztem lego Leprofis de Lokes, extra Barram
Sti Georgis* 20s.  Item Lego Leprofis de Flackenay (which
is that at Kingfland) 205.  Item lego Leprofis Sti  E-
idii extra Barram de Holborn 4os. from which its
worth while to note, that the Lock beyond St. Geor-
ges Church, and that at Xingfland, are at this time
applyed to no other ufe than for the enterrainment
and Cure of fuch as have the Venereal Malady. Some
of our learned Antiquarics have been much concer-
ned to know the Caufe why the Leprofy fhou’d be
{fo common in thofe early times, and {o little known

among us now: Buc I belicve the Reafon will be im-
pofiible
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pofiible to be affigned, unle(s we allow according to
the Proofs which | have already broughe, that the
Venereal Difeafe was fo blended with it, as to make
up the Number of the difeafed. It feems to have been
the fame thing wicth them in Framce as with us: For
the: Author of the Hiftory of that Aingdom, which
was lately publifhed here in two Volumes in Oé&avo
tells us that the Houfe of the Fathers of the Miflion of
St. Lezarus, was formerly an Hofpital for Leprous
People, but that Difeale being ceafed in this laft Age
(fince the Pox has been f{cparated from it) thefe
Lazar Houfes have been converted to other Ufes ; and it
may not be perhaps foreign to my purpofc to take notice
that the Writ de Leprofo amovendo contained in the
Regifter of Writs was, (according to Coke upon Lit-
tleton,) to prevent Leprous Perfons affociating them-
felves with their Neighbours, who appear to be {o by
their Voice and their Sores; and the PutrefaQion of
their Fleth; and by the Smell of them. Well then,
let us examinec what Method was to be taken to
prevent this noyfom and filthy Diftemper, the Lepro-
{y ; why truly that which would infallibly prevent
their getting the Pox after the ufual Method, and that
was Caftration. It is certain that Eunuchs are rarely or
never troubled with the Leprofy, according to Mon-
fiewr le Preftre, a Councellor in the Parliament of Pa-
ris, who has thefc Words (a) Awntipathis vero Elephan-
tiafis weneno vififtit : Fline Eunuchi & quicungue funt
mollis, frigide & cffeminate nature nunquam aut varo Lce
pra corripiuntur, & quidem quitns imminct Lcpra pericno
lum de confilio medicorwm fibi wirilia amputare  per-
mittitur. And Mezeray fays, he has read in the Life
of Philip the Auguft, that fome Men had fuch Ap-

prehenfions

oo

(#) Centur, 1 Cap. 6. de feparatione ex caufa Luis Venerez,
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prehenfions of the Leprofy, (that fhameful and nafty
Diltemper) that to preferve themfelves from it, they
made themlelves Egnuchse  Now it is highly proba-
ble that thofe Perfons that fubmitted to fuch a pain-
ful Operation, having before obferved, that thofe that
gave themfclves up to a free and unreftrained ufe of
Women, fcll at length under fuch unhappy circum-
ftances ;and o found the only meafures to preferve
themfelves from it was to be difabled for fuch en-
gagements, which fufficiently proves this Species of
the Leprofy was Infectious; and for the realons be-
fore affigned could be no other than Venereal ; for how
the true Leprofy fhould be prcvented by f{uch means
will be, I believe, impoffible for any Perfon to de-
terraine.  There yet remains one very confiderable
Symptom of the Venereal Malady for me to take no-
tice of, becaufe it is looked upon to be the moft re-
markable in that Difeale, which, is the falling ofthe
Nofe; but fince it has been already proved, that this
Difeafe when it had arrived to fuch a pitch as to dif-
cover it felf by thole direful Symptoms as are che im-
mediate forerunners of this, was by the Ancients con-
founded with the Leprofy, and called by that Name,
it muft be among the Symptoms of that Difeafe we
are the moft likely to meet with it, if any fuch thing as
the falling of the Nofe was known among them.
Now the moft likely Method of coming to a cer-
tain Knowledge of the Infallible Symptoms of the Le-
profy of the Ancients in its more confirmed State, is
to confult the Examinations thofe unhappy Petfons
were obliged to undergo, before they were debarred
the Converfation of Human Society, and commicted
to clofe confinement: But this being a thing {ome
Ages fince laid afide, no Author that I know of ha-
ving the particular Hiftory of it, and fomewhat of

it
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being abfolutely necetfary in this defign, 1 fball do
it as briefly as I can from what Remains I have met
with in Records, and other fcattered Papers. Firft
then, after the Perfons appointed to examine the dift
eafed, had comforted them, by telling them this Dif=
temper might prove a Spiritual Advantage; and it
they were found to be Lcprous, it was to be looked
upon as their l'urgatery in this World: and although
they were denied the World, they were chofen of
God : the Perfon was then to fwear to Anfwer truly
to all fuch Queftions as they (hould be atked; but
the Examiners were very cautious in their enquiries,
leaft a Perfon that was not really Leprous fhould be
committed, which they looked upon to be an al-
moft unpardonable Crime: They confidered -the Signs
as Univocal, which properly belonged to that Difeafe,
or Equivocal, which might belong to another, and
did not upon the appearance of one or two Signs,
determine the Perfon to be a Lazar; and this [ find to
be the Cafe of the Wife of Fobn Nightingale Elq ;
of Burntwood in Effex,who in the Reign of Edw.the
1Vth An. 1468 being reported to be a Lazare, and
that fthedid converfe and communicate with Perfons
in publick and private Places, and not (according to
cuftom) retire her felf, but refufed fo to do, was
accordingly examined by William Hattecliff, Roger Mar-
call, and Dominicus de Serego the Kings Phyficianss but
they upon ftri& enquiry adjudged her not to beLe-
prous, by reafon the Appearances of the Difeafe were
not fufficient : Some of the Queftions put to the Le-
prous Perfons (as they called them) which will more
fully confirm what I have before advanced, I fhall
now give as I tranfcribed them from an Ancient Book
of Surgery yf there were any of his lygnage that
be knew to be Lazares tde efpecially their Faders

and
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and Moders 5 for by any other of their Kynved they onght
not to be Lazares, then onght ye to enquire yf he hath
bad the Company of any lepre|s Woman, and yf any La-
zare had medled with her afore him; and lately becayfe
of the infeit matier and contagyous Glth, that "Ihe hud
received of bym.  Alfo bis noftrills be wyde outward,nare
row within and gnawn. Alfo yf his lips and Gummes are
foul fynking and coroded,  Alfo of his woice be horse,
and as ke [peakcth in the nofe. Now the Signs
which are here mentioned, were looked upon to be
Univocal: And thefe were they that made the Ex-
aminers principally determine the Perfons to be Le-
prous; but what Determinations any one would im-
mediately give from {uch Symptoms now, no Perlon
is furely ignorant of. But even thefe certain appea-
rances would not always fatisfy {ome Pecrfons, if we
may believe Felix Platenss in his Medicinal and Chi-
rurgical Obfervations, Lit. 3. who tells us fome did
not look upon them to be fo. till they had an hor-
rible afped, were hoarfé, and Noles fell. Likewifein
the Examen Leproforum printed in the De Chirurgia
Scriptores Optimi, the Author fpeaking of the Signs of
the Leprofy relating to the Nofe begins thus, 87 nares
exterius [eccundnm exteriorem partem ingroffentar, & in.
terius conflringantur, & coarlentur. Secunds fi appareat
cartilaginis in medio corrofto, et cafus ejus fignificat Le-
ram incurabilem. And the before mentioned Fohn Gu-
difden in his Chapter de Lepra fays as follows, Signa
confirmationis ctiam incurabiliter funt corrofto cartilaginis
ane ¢ft inter foramina ¢ cafus ejufdem. Thus Sir have I
{arovcd we had a Diftemper among us fome hundreds
of Years before the Venereal Difeafe is faid to have
been known in Enrope, which was called the Burning ;
that this Burning was Infectious, and that it was the
firft Degree of the Venercal Difeafe; thac this being

common
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common at that time, from their Method of Treat-
ment ; the Pox muft be unavoidable : That it had ex-
a@ly the fame appearances it has now, although they
were generally called by different Names, that the An-
cients confounded it with the Leproly ;that the vaft
Numbers of Leprous Perfons ameng us, before the
Venercal Difeale was (cparated from its and the {mal!
Number we obferve at this Time, is a flagrant Proof
of the formers that in defcribing the Symproms of
the Leprofy, they give us thofe of the Venercal Ma-
lady 5 and, by mentioning how it is communicated,
they defcribe the ways by which the Pox is gotten
at chis Day; that fuch Remedies were by them re-
commended to prevent the firft attack of the Lepro-
{y, as are at this Time in Ulc to prevent the firlt
Symptoms of the Pox; and that the falling of the
Nofe, which has been look’d upon to be the moft
remarkable Symptom of the Venereal Difeafe, was
commonly obferved in what they called the Leprofy

in former Ages.

I am, Sir,
Tours &ec.
William Beckett.
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