( 757 )
Y. An Account of a P ynus taken ¢i:t of the Vnena Pulmoalis,

ard ofth. .ruure of ihat Veff:l. By Wiki. Cowper, F.R.S.

Sen you herewith che account and F igure of a Poly-

s, wisch T tenk out of a Child of abouta year old.

Its firlk obfurvabic diforders were a quick Puailte, and a dif-

ficuliy of breathinrg. In about four days the Gums were

obierv’d fo be {wall'd, for which they were cut, and alt

fymptoms difappear'd for five or fix howrs, after which.

they return'd. Notwithftanding Blood-letting, and the

application of other Remedies, the Difficuity of Breath-

ing encreas’d, the Pulfc became fiill lower and quicker,
and in tour days more the Child dyed.

The Body was opzu’d, and the Vifcera of the lower
Belly were found well conftituted.

In the Thorax the Thymws exceeded the natural fize even
in Children. The fore part of the Lungs appeard to be
well difpos'd, buc the back parts- were very hard, and
much inflam'd. Making Incifion on the difeas'd pare,
Purulent matter followed the Knife in fuch quantity from
divers Cells, that it fill'd the wounds as faft as made, and
pieces cut from it funk in water. But as we approached
nearer (o the parts unaffetted, the pieces became gradual-
ly more buoyaat, till at length we came to the fore part,
which tloated.

T he Cavities of the right Auricle and Ventricle of the.
Hearr were filI'd with a Polypws, which was continued
into the fuperiour and inferiour Trunk of the Vera Cava.

Opening the Vena Pulmonaris at the Bafis of the Heart,
I found it there compleatly fill'd with-a Polypss (or co-
agulation of Blood ) which was continued into al! the
large branches of it in the Lungs, and were eafily drawn.
our, and when di{pl=2 4, appeard as exprefs'd Fig. 1.

This Pelypus atfords us a better Idea of the contrivance
and {tru&ure of the Pulmonary Vein than any Figures of
that Veflel yet publifht : For tho in diffcrent fubjetts of
the {ame {pecies we meet with frequent varieties in thede-
{tribution of the Blood-veflels, efpecially of the Veins 5
we no where find a more contrant Regularity and I.;ni—
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{ormity than in the trunks and large branches of the Pul-
monary Veinj of which I have added two Figures (vid-
Fig. I, and IL.) drawn after a Preparation of that Vein
injelted with Wax, and freed from the Lungs of an Adule
Humane body. The Original Preparation is to be feen
among the Anatomical ColleCtions of the Accurate
Dr. Tyfon.

Among many very confiderable parts of the Humane
Body, not ill expreft in the Tables publithed by Bidloo,
and owverlookt, or not known by him, this Trunk of the
Pulmorary Vein is one 5 unlefs he may be allow'd to call
it the Left Ventricle of the Heart, as he has done Tab.22.
Fig. 7. A. which miftake and omiffion, tho very grofs, I
corretted, without reflecting, or taking notice of the fault
of the Profeflor, and {fome hundred others of that work,
tho I could not poflibly avoid naming him on near forty
other {uch occafions, in my explication of thofe Tables,
publifhed not long fince in Englifh, of which and the reft
perhaps more hereafter.

The Trunk of this Vein is very ill expreft in the xxxth
Table of Kerckringins’s Anatomical Obfervations, as will
appear by comparing it with thofe here. However, {fome
later writers ot Anatomy have been contented to berrow
it, without obferving the fault.

"The Left Auricle of the Heart (vid, Fig. I.IL.) in Hu-
mane Bodjes being much lefs than the Right, it was necef-
fary that the part of this Vein next the Bafis of the Heart
thould be very large 5 (75, A AB) lelt the fudden ftrong
metion of the Syffole thould caufe the Refluent blood to
recoil in the branches of this vein (76. DD E E) and pre-
vent a ready {upply in the fucceeding Diaffole ok the Heart.
Bat the weight of fo much Blood lying in the trunk of
this Veiiel (6. A A, B ) does effectually prevent its retro-
ceilion in the lateral branches within the Lungs 35 (6. DD.
i) and the more, becaafe the QOrifices of thofe branches
(#b. DD, ) are not diametrically oppofite (at A A. Fig. 7b.)
to the mouth of the Veflel on the Bafis of the Heart (75.B)
its lateral branches making Acute angles with the Trunk,
as reprefented Fig: I II. Epi-
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