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Subijects Bumor ag an Instrument of Posyvechologicsl YVarfare.

of eneny propagenda, 1its uge by American Psycnologleal

Warfare Agenelies has not apparently been fully exploited.

obibility a;{:’ the enemy Lo attack by this weapon.
Below, under five heading are considered several aspects

of the problem of employing rumor against The eneny.

1. The advantages
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Rumor as a device oy disseminsting ideas oF

1

sentiments has several unigue werits which other devices
do not-enjoy. The following are several of its umigue
merites

all wmethods of commumication, TUMOT
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is the most difficult to control. Fhile the press way be
3:&1321@6.; and radio steabions jasmmed, the dissemination of

TUmGTS 18 peculiarly unsusceptible to authoritarian re-

straint. (&he = matter of fact, efforts to curtall rumor-

EXEMPT from cutomatic declesstfication HEGRADED COATIDENTIAL

per E.O. 11852, Sec. S(EX2)
BasH A 2 pEe 2l Autharity. 18 £S5 ¢ 76~

Namo Agency Date by I%E,/Ma’ NARS, Dafe ,vc,/au/??
A jv-r =

Reason Domigeaiy on: 3 Js‘
(?b-‘ﬁ; [ 3 fzc_.w-t/’,n_\flc-w R

- :-.i-(

DECLASSIFIED

Authority :‘;NA 7§ /@
Byﬁm\m Date _LL_M




‘EPROGUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ;ﬁ f" oy
m i ﬁ% r

'y

‘ 467

songering.)

l..Ju
=l

b. Uniike most other dsvieces fop disseminating
propa anda, rumor emplovs the gnemy?s communications
sSystem agalnst himself, for rumors once started must be

checked and taken note of. In this process, thev arve
often even wmore widely disseminated.

C. Pumors are rarely detectable an eneny pronaganda,
1T sxillifully designed, they are disseminated in eneny
territory with nothin ng about them to indicate their true
gource. For this resson they are most adaptable to the
5aerazlons of "hlaclk propageanda¥®,

de If rTumors are skillfully designed, they serve %o
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divert the enemies asyehonlogical force
ey ' Thu33 his fears, hopes, ang aggression whieh if properly

controiled, make for nigh morgle, waey be redirested in

Such a manner as to precipitate wnwarranted optimism, panic,

defeatism, or internsl dissensions.

r of the Enemv Lo attacic by Rumor

._-!

R 2. The Fulnevabit
All existing evidence indicates that the enemy
is most susceptible Lo atiack by rumor. Vithin the last
gix weeks both Goering and iussolini have spoken specifi-
cally against Tumor-mongering at considerable length.

Reports emanating from oceupled territories as well as

from both Itely and Germany indicate that the Hgrapevinel
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s well developed in these areas. This is to be ex-
pecged, in view of conditions prevailing in these ferri-
torigs. Several of these are noted bhelow.

a. In a2ll occcupked berriteries as well as in enemy
territories there prevalls acute soclal unrest, shifting
of populations, and disorganization of the normal soclal
life of the community. This leads, auocng other things,

to e disvuption of the normal conmunication systen end the

congequent. increased reliance upon TUWOT.

- b.. The peoples of these arveas are subject to great

emotional duress. -They share in common.wishes, fears,.

nostilities and suspiclons. This commonalivy of emotional

nesds is the father of rumors which arige to express and

e

justify these mderlying cemotions.

¢. The people of these areas share. 1nwvnse 1n%erests

a

in common, bhub.lack sceess to information which will satls—
£y their inte eszs,, Thig 1s heeause official eneuy i~
fqrggtipgﬁis either lecking or distrusted. In the absence
of reliable sources of information, the peoples of these
territorigs are compelled o develop and rely upon the

grapeving -- to grasp ab siraws in an effort to understand

their circumstspees. . oo N
d. Honotony, enforced inactivis; and personal 4is

organization is -the fate .ol many individuals in these

territories.
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tile field for rumor mongering.

psople, and their history of hwoken promilses, faise
glaims, ate., have thopoughly disdiliusioned most of their
popuiace: thus they are . in a poor positlon teo discredlt
rumors. The resuldt is that they will pfebab*y be vnable
te control rumers exeept by force. As already note
the use of force o contrcl rumor mey well increase

vather than deCrease TUMOr-nongering.

- 3. [The Designing of Humors Tor Inemy Propaganda.

If rumors ave te be api r b0 eneny or

conquered populations, they

of the ©h-

i

their interests, motives, and situation. It i

s

most importance that care and skill be taikzen te frame the

0]

propagands rumor, for lacKing proper wraecantions, The rumor

mav back-fire or may Fail to bake roob. The following are
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. 41t shoulid he made Lo

1

mation?® whien has leaked.
d. It should meet the conscious and wnconseious

emotional needs of the enemy populizace. It should justily

pleusible. If too plausible, it might seew trite; iF
implansible, it night appear middodlismex ridiculous.
£. 1t shopld be incapable of direet veriflcation.

2., 1%t should bxplolt sterectypad plo

Rumor a8 a weapon of propaganda ls adapiable to 2
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defeatisn and wnanic.,
3. Rumors playing uwpon the internal hatreds,
rival¥ies, and suspicions may be emploved to divide
the enenmy within himself.

4o Rumors of atroci
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be planted among the enemy popitlace to Foster

Teelings of guils.

D. Humor may be used a3 s device for alsieading the

enemy may be uislead as fo our »ians.

C. Cleverly desizned rumors may forece the enewmy Lo

o

reiease publicly, information desired by cur intelligence.

A

In the process of discrediting romoers, facts must be

released; and these facts mav be to our advantage.
5
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dgthods of wlantings THaoTs .,

The Germans have used almost a1l deviges, onen

3

oF pilanting runoers. Among the nost
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G. Leafiets and pamphelifs. These way be employed

very efTectively to disseminate poems, wiliTiclsne, e{

-

fectuel inforamsztion with & upropagandlc purpoese.
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