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Russian Wikipedia is actively growing
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*559 000+ articles

"Will overtake by the

Arumber of articles:
“*Portugese Wiki on 12/10/2010

“*Dutch Wiki 27/12/2010
*Spanish  Wiki 21/09/2012

lata by Zserghei and project "The
~ontest"



Russian speaking doesn't mean from Russia
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*Former Soviet Union including the Baltic States, Belarus, Ukraine, Kazahstan, Armenia, Azerbajzan
*Countries with large Russian speaking diaspora: Germany, Israel, USA



Main conflicts:

*Systemic:
**Articles about fiction;

**Fair use exacerbated by the absence of Panorama
Freedom

* Content:

**Azerbaidjan vs Armenia;

**Russian Civil War (1917 - 1923);

**Eastern Europe vs "New Imperial Russia" (mostly Ukraine
vs Russian Federation);

**Stalinists vs democrats;



Arbitration Commitee

A group of experienced users elected for a certain period to resolve disputes which were
impossible to resolve by any other methods. Arbitration Committee can use any practical

methods and sanctions that do not contradict to the rules of Wikipedia™.

*Also approves checkusers and oversights and makes requests to remove status.



Arbitration Committee

*Organised in 2006;

*Elected twice a year for 6 month term by a direct open vote. Each eligible voter can
approve or vote against as many candidates as he wants;

*First 5 candidates with 66.6% approval rating plus 2 additional members can be
elected. Additional arbiters can take part in the discussion but can not sign the
decisions unless replacing absent or recusal arbiter;

*Discussions via Skype, logs of discussion are published after the decision. Drafts of
decisions are often published on special pages and amended according to
suggestions of other users;

*3 out of 5 arbiters enough for the ruling passed but usually all 5 approve.

*Arbitration Committee 9 (January - June 2010) had 56 arbitration requests, 39 were
accepted.



"26 Baku Comissars" Cabal

*Azerbajzhani users organised in 2008 a google group with about 30 users for
coordination of their in-wiki action:
**Coordinated reverts and voting in admin and ArbCom elections;

*A ruling by ArbCom in spring 2009 established a special editing regime for Armenian and
Azerbajzhani topics: one revert per article during 24 hours, a special group of mediators;
**Coordinated hounding of mediators with ArbCom requests as a method;

*In May 2010 logs were made available to one of the Armenian users. Mediators refused
to deal with it.

*ArbCom case where involved users insisted that publishing was a privacy breach and
threatened a legal case.

*ArbCom blocked 14 users for the duration of 3 to 6 month with futher topic ban



The "GSB Cabal’

* The cabal named after its' organiser operated on an external forum-like site
during spring/summer 2007

* About 10 people and around 50 sockuppets;
*Anti-gay, "new imperial Russia";
*Virtually no coordinated presence in articles;

*Aims: to hound "unsuitable" admin candidates, to elect "suitable"” admins, and
ultimately the Arbitration Commitee;

*Arbitration Committee 4 election: supported neutral candidates in return for future
favours;

*Discovered in June 2007, sockuppets blocked;

*GSB published the cabal communication on the net in autumn 2007.



The GSB Cabal

Main result:
with the exception of elections all questions

including articles deletion and introduction of new rules are

decided by a summary of the discussion by the community

and not by a direct vote.
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*87 admins, 1 election per month in 2010

*'Summing Up Users" (') - summarise simple nominations for deletions and
delete articles via a bot. 26 users so far.



Flagged Reviews
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*Switched on 5.08.2008, second after the German Wikipedia and immediately
resulted in the Arbitration Commitee case;

*Patrolling interface switched on for all autoconfirmed users 25.09.2009;

*Preparing to show patrolling interface to all users;



Flagged Reviews

Initial patrolling

*685 patrollers (100 edits in main space plus discussion)
and 726 autopatrollers

*Patrolling interface switched on for all autoconfirmed Statistics and images by

users 25.09.2009 GranD and Artem
Korzhimanov



Incubator

Separate namespace where ultra-short or articles with questinable significance,
mainly from speedy deletion are transferred for editing

*V 1.0 "Meet and greet" — spring 2008 , current version started in 2009 by Samal.

*Indexing by search engines was switched off.
*Around 5 articles per day are created, 700 so far.
*During 2010 100 articles were transferred to mainspace Wikipedia, only 2 of them deleted.

*General trend is similar to the Russian Wikipedia: most contributors make one edit, several
work for one day and leave.

*But the few that remain seamlessly transfer to the main space.
*Advantage is mostly in friendly experienced users, which don't bite the newcomers.

*The project allows finding typical mistakes of the newbies and preparing manuals for them.



Mistakes report

*Adapted from Polish Wikipedia by Alexandr Sigachev

*For the majority of readers who are afraid to edit

*Located in MediaWiki:Wikibugs.js

*Activated by adding importScript( "MediaWiki:Wikibugs.js" ) to
MediaWiki:Common.js

*Added to the sidebar in MediaWiki:Sidebar
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Russian Usability
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Cnpaska === [lOCTUXEHHR ===

lloxepTBoars * YeMnuoH Mypa cpesu 10Huopos (2007 rog) — 7 maryed, 2 nepesasu

v WeeTpesTy * BPOH30BbIA NPUIEP YEMNUOHATA MMDPA CPEAU MONOAEXHbIX KOMaHA (2008 rop) — 7 Maryed, 1 ron

Covlnkit croa
CBR3aKHbIe npast
Jarpyab (aiin

(neirmauu ik

*"Wikificator" by Ctac allows automatically change dashes, quotation marks
etc.
*Links convertion by AlexSm converts %% % into words.



Russian Usabillity

Coxparsn CB0M MIMEHEHWS, Bbl COMNALLABTECH HA MX HEOT3LIBHYIO NyGNMKALMIO Ha yenosuax nuuexanik Creative Commons Attrbution/Share-Alike 3.0 & n GFDL ¢, Bel
COMNALWABTECH, YTO NPH HCNIONLI0BAHMM CTPAHMULI, B KOTOPYIO Bbi BHOCH/M MIMEHEHIA, HA BAC ByAyT CCLINATLCR, KAK MMHMMYM, NOCPEACTBOM runepcecuinki unn URL
Ha COOTBETCTBYIOWLYIO CTpaHuLy. MogpobHee cM. YCNosus MCnoNb308aHns .

OnucasHme naveHeHuin /* loctuxenns */

sand. odopun. CTWAL OpQOMD. NYWKT. MeTEpBAXA Kkar. wal. xypan jgon. wmocTpayss  obwos.

71 Manoe uameesme («rosro? W B cnncok Habmoerus | MOATBEPANTS HENPOBEDEHHLIE HIMEHEHAR

(3anucars crpannuy ) ( Npeasapurensuuit npocmoTp ) ( Brecénnwie namenenns | OTuexnTs | Cripaska no npasaw (8 HOBOM OKHe)

Ecnu 8ol He xoTHTe, YTOGL BalM TEXCTHI CBOGOAHO PEAAKTHPOBANKCH M PACNPOCTPAHANMCL MOGLIM XENZIoWMM, He NOMeWaTe ux coaa. Ecnm Bbl He sBnseTec,

a8TOPOM PA3MELLAEMOr0 TEKCTA, TO OH AOMXEH ObiTb AOCTYNEH Ha YCNOSMAX, COBMECTAMBIX C YCNOBMAMM MCNONLI0BAHMA (¥, M Bbl COrNALIAETECH CNEA0BATL BCEM
COOTBETCTBYIOWMM TPEOOBAHUAM NHLEHINM.

BucTpas scrasa «» | — . | {00 (100 0 [0ITD {413y <br /> &nbsp; #REDIRECT [ [[Kaveropes:] ([DEFAULTSORT:}) ([Yuacwanc] {{ull}

<> = —> Apd> ID smabadsmal> <Dig><big> <SUb><SUD> <Sup><SUP> <Dlockguote><blockquote> <poem><poem> <math><math> <galiery><gallery> <i><it> <code></Code> <source lang="">
</source> <pres</pre> <nowiki></nowik> <includeonly></includeonly> <nondlude><noincude> _ NOTOC__ _ TOC___ FORCETOC__ (1 O [l (@wmsw)(]) llcommons:] ([wike]] [fen:])

Pajgenst: == == === === [[noacr.Coryxebese pasgens]] == Cu Ta0x8 == == Mpmueuaws == [[npwwesasns]] == MTepanypa == == Costmm ==

WaGnowet: ([W]] ({lang-enf}j (iref-enj]} ({uncode]) {{saroroexa)) ({veoaro3-awocTe}} ({Bmndmymposars)] (fweTume)] {(aocTosepwocTel) ((rql} (iwer xaveropwi]} ({wet mivepamw]} ({veT wamoCTpawmn))
{{Hapywewse asTopoox npasiur=}} (inoacT Mpearoxesne x yaanesnol) (K SscTpomy yaanesnol}) ({noacT Kopomkas crarsal) {(3axpeimo}}{3axpero-«osey)) ({avano wratwji{{xosey uwwrars merowes|)
Herowamn: <reb<reb> <ref name="></ret> <ref name="" /> (inogcT: A} [iMer reTowanos)) ([MeT ncTowenos & pasgenel)

Couporet:'*'"~B@§INec - N1/ >N |/ ]\ B U Unpgt-x:°M12I€LYS ¢t O® ™ {{noacTynapenmel}
rpeveconi anasnr: AXBBrYASEEZTHNOOBITLIKKAAMUNVEEOONTMPpIogTTYYvioeXxYyQw

He xonupyiTe TexcTsl C Apyritx CauTos (uoxmouenus). Matepuansi, Hapywaiowme asTopexue npasa, SyayT yaaneHsl. Y6eauTecs, YT BalmM NPaBKK O0CHOBaHLI Ha
RAHHbIX, NOAAAIOWMXCS NPOBEPKE, M CCHINANTECH HA MCTOMHMKA. [PaBLTe CMENO, HO ANS TECTUPOBAHNR NOXANYHCTA MCNONLIYHTE «NECOYHMLY™.




Conclusions:

*Russian Wikipedia is a rapidly growing project where most of
the decisions are made by discussion and not vote.
*Arbitration Commitee is an effective way to resolve large
conficts (and keep "mandarins” in check);

*Flagged Reviews are a worth having feature;
*A separate namespace for new editors is advantageous;
*Mistakes report allows readers engagement.



