( 441 )

V. 4 Botanical Defcription of the Flower and Seed-
Ve[Jel of the Plant, called Crocus Autumnalis
Sativus, that produces the true Englifh Saffron
of the Shops: With a Figure. By Dr. James
Douglas, Honorary Fellow of the College of
Phyficians, and Fellow of the Royal Society.

HE Flower of this curious Plant is of the Lil-

ly Kind, monopetalous, infundibuliformis, with-

out any Calyx or Perianthium, its long fiftulous Be-

ginning being afterwards expanded into fix beautiful
oblong Segments. 774, Lit, A. A. Fig. 6.

It confifts of the following Parts, viz. the Petalum,

the Stamina, the Apices, the Ovarium, and the Stylus

with its Capillamenta Tubiformia, of all which in Or-

der.
PETALON.

The Petalum is diftinguifhed into a long, hollow, or
fiftulous Part, which lies inclofed within the common
and proper Involucra of the Plant, arifing from the
Top of the Quarium, or Seed-Veffel, and {ix Segments.
Vid. Lit. a. a.

While this narrow, tubulous Part runs between the
Leaves and Integuments that furround them, it isof a
white Colour; but, affoon as it is difengaged from
thefe, it infenfibly acquires a Purple Colour, which, a
little before its Divifion, as it begins to be enlarged,
and grow moreopen, inclines to a Red. .
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This narrow fiftulous Part of the Flower, about 1
or 2 Inches abovethe Theca Communis, forms fix foli-
accous Segments, or divides into fo many oblong
Purple-colourcd Petala. Vid. Lit. b. c.

Three of thefe Flower-Leaves are larger than the
other three, but, in all other Refpeds, are much alike.
Vid. Lit. c.c. ¢.

The Length of the largeft is from 1 3, to 2 Inches ;
the Breadth feldom above : Inch: The fhorter Ieaves
are from 1, to 1 2 Inch in Length,’ their Breadth be-
ing fomething lefs 1n Proportion.

The Infide of each Petalum i3 of a Violet Purple-
Colour, vein’d with a few {mall Lines of a deeper Dye,
running length-ways, intermixed with White, or the
whole is beautifully checquered with Blue and White
Colours.

The Outfide is of a whiter Blue, with feveral whi-
tith Rifings or Ridges, and juft at the Bottom of the Leaf
it is of a deeper Blue; the three finall Leaves (7id.
Lit. b. 5. 5. ) aremuch of the fame Colour, only the
Purple feems to be fomething deeper.

The Number of the Petala is, for themoft Part, 6
yet, in fome Flowers we may obferve 7, or 8; but
then they are not {o large as when they are fewer.

STAMINA.

In every Flower there are three Stamina, or Chives,
(Vid. Lit. d.d.d.) propetly fo called, arifing from
the inner Surface of the tubular Part of the Flower, juft
before its Divifion into the Petala, where they make,
for fome Space, an-apparent Ridge, and then they ftand
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upright, oppofite to the three large Leaves; they are
of a whitilh Colour, inclining to a light Perple, being
but little above ; of an Inch in Length.

In thofe Plants that have 7 or more Petala, the Num-
ber of the Stamina is likewife encreafed to §, or more.

4®P1CES.

Each of thefe Stamina has its proper Apex, (¥id.
Lit. e.e.e.) which is a peculiar longifh Subftance,
ftanding upright, oppofite to the larger Flower-Leaves,
of a Yellow Colour, forked, not unlike the Tongue of
a fmall Bird, at the lower End, where it is fixed to the
Stamen ; here likewife it is broadeft, but as it afcends
it becomes narrower, and its upper Extremity is a little
crooked, or turned to one Side: It feldom exceeds 2
Inch in Length. .

It appears as if it was double, with a longitudinal
Furrow in the middle, in which Hollow the Stamen
feems to be faintly continued for fome Space.

When the Plant is full grown, they are all loaded
with that Kind of {inall Duft called Farina fecundans.

07V ARIU M

Called likewife the Vafculum Seminale, and Piffillum
by fome. Vid. Lit. f. f. . .

It is a particular Body, which arifes from the Top of
the Pedunculus, (Vid. Lit. g.) about % of an Inch
long, or a little more, of a deep White Colour, three
cornered, and divided into three Loculamenta, or Cap-
fula, in whichthe Seeds (which however feldom come
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to Perfection with us) are formed, growing bigger and
bigger aftex- the Flower falls off ; nay, even in this
blooming State, if you cut this Veffel acrofs the middle,
you may perceive the whitith Rudinients of the Seeds.

STYLMUS.

From the upper Part, or dpex, of the Ovarium,
arifes the Stylus, (Vid. Lit. b. ) which is a long flen-
der Tube, that lies enclofed within the tubulous or fiftu-
lar Portion of the Flower, being there of a whitifh
Colour, but changing into a Yellow before its Divifion,

This Stylet ordinarily {plits into 3 Parts, juft oppo-
fite to the Top of the Stamina, where the Apices take
their Rife, (7id. Lit. i, i,4.) and thus far it ftands up-
right in the Middle of the Stamina; for the fake of
which only, this Plant is cultivated, and being prepared,
(as thall hereafter be defcribed) makes the true Saffron
of the Shops, which we fo frequently ufe in Phyfick.

I call thefe Parts of the Styplus, from their Figure and
Shape, Capillamenta Tubiformia, or, dppendices Styli
Salpingoeides, in as much as they very exatly repre-
fenta Trumpet, and are not unlike the Falloppian Tube
in Women, being narrow at their Origin, and grow-
ing gradually larger towards their other Extremity;
which, like the common Trumpet, is open and expand-
ed; and, like the Tube Falloppii, is jagged, or fringed
at the Edge. 7Vid. Lit. k, k, k.

[t .may alfo be very fitly named Crocus officinarum,
becaufe that is the Part only that is ufed in the Shops.

They are of a Yellow Colour, juft at their Begin-

udng, -continued from the upper Part of the Stylus, but
af-
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afterwards they are all of a deep Red Colour, only
their jagged Extremities are tipt with a White inclining
to a Yellow.

Thefe Tube, or Capillamenta, are from 1, to 1 &
Inch in Length. '

The Stylus, while undivided, is ftrong enough to
fupport itfelf, being enclofed within the tubular Part
of the Flower; but the Capillamenta being very weak
and flender at their Beginning, this occafions them to
hang down hetween the Perala.

FIGURE 6

Reprefents a Root of the Saffron-Plant, that hastwo
Stalks enclefed in one common PVagina, the whole
Flower with the Stamina and dpices 1none, and the
Stylus only in the other; with the Leaves, Pedunculi,
and Quarium in both, being fairly delineated from the

Life.

A 4. The Flower expanded into fix beauriful Segments.
a a. The Fiftulous Part of the Flower,
b.c. The fix Petala.
¢. ¢. ¢. The three larger Petala,
b. b, b.The three fmaller ones.
d. d. Thethree Stamina, or Chives.
e, e. e. The three Apices.
f.f- The Vafculum Seminale.
g. g The Pedunculi.
b. b. The Stylus. ‘
i. i. i, The three Capillamenta Tubiformia.
k. k.k. The jagged Extremity of the Capillamentz,
B. B. The Root.
C.C. The Grafly Leaves,
VI Some
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