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OVERVIEW



WHAT IS WIKIMEDIA?



•Wikipedia and its sister projects

• Sites run by the Wikimedia Foundation - 501(c)(3) charity, US, 
budget ~$10 million, ~40 staff members.

•Outreach by independent non-profit Wikimedia chapters,
inc. Wikimedia UK

• Volunteer driven; core of <50 staff to keep sites running

WHAT IS WIKIMEDIA?



•One of ~30 chapters around the world

• Aim is to support freely licensed material in UK; making 
material available to anyone, anywhere, for free.

•Membership based (80+ members), volunteer run

• Just 1 part time staff member (more staff next year)

• £50k donor-sourced budget (100x 2009 budget; 0.5x 2011)

• Founded November 2008; growing rapidly.

WHAT IS WIKIMEDIA UK?
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“Imagine a world in which every single human 
being can freely share in the sum of all 
knowledge. That's our commitment.”

WHAT IS WIKIMEDIA?



• 373,000,000 unique visitors
13,400,000,00 page requests/month

• 5th largest web property

• 35,000,000 articles and images on all projects
7,300,000 million freely licensed images

• 9,437 new Wikipedia articles each day

• 17,026 new editors each month,
85,643 active registered editors total (5+ edits/month),
11,419 very active registered editors (100+ /month)

WIKIMEDIA’S REACH

Stats as of August 2010 - see http://stats.wikimedia.org/reportcard/



WIKIPEDIA
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• “The free encyclopaedia that anyone can edit”

•World’s largest encyclopaedia (bigger than 11,095-volume
永樂大典/Yongle Encyclopedia from 1403-8)

•Over 16,000,000 articles (over 3,400,000 million in English)

•Written in over 240 different languages

• 10 years old on 15 January 2011

WIKIPEDIA



CULTURAL PARTNERSHIPS



•Wikimedia’s aims and your aims have a lot in common

• Both curate and share knowledge

• Both interact with people and help them to learn and grow

• So let’s achieve those aims together

CULTURAL PARTNERSHIPS



• Content partnerships (images, video, audio, scanned books, ...)

•Wikipedian in Residence

• Joint events (Britain Loves Wikipedia, Backstage Pass, Hoxne 
Challenge)

• Expert advice (improving Wikipedia articles)

CULTURAL PARTNERSHIPS



CASE STUDIES OF
CONTENT PARTNERSHIPS



•National Archives of Germany

• Partnership since December 2008

• Images of German history over the last 100+ years

• 82,549 images, 800 pixels in size - online statistics

• 55,430 uses on Wikipedia (17166/20.8% distinct images)

• CC-BY-SA or public domain depending on age

BUNDESARCHIV

http://toolserver.org/~magnus/glamorous.php?doit=1&category=Images+from+the+German+Federal+Archive&use_globalusage=1&ns0=1&show_details=1
http://toolserver.org/~magnus/glamorous.php?doit=1&category=Images+from+the+German+Federal+Archive&use_globalusage=1&ns0=1&show_details=1


BUNDESARCHIV

• Heinrich Himmler, 1938

• Used in 205 articles on 49 
projects

• File description page gets 
>1000 hits per month 
(thumbnail viewed much, 
much more)

• image online

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-R99621%252C_Heinrich_Himmler.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-R99621%252C_Heinrich_Himmler.jpg


BUNDESARCHIV

• Huge number of corrections to descriptions (link)

• Improvements to metadata: categories, translated descriptions

• Images given context in Wikipedia articles

• Increased exposure: doubled online sales of high-res images

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Bundesarchiv/Error_reports
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Bundesarchiv/Error_reports


•Museum of the Tropics, Amsterdam

• Partnership as of August 2009

• Joint exhibit on Maroon culture; 2100 images online,
co-curation of real life exhibit + book

•Worked well: now increased to 45,006 images online

•Most images used on Indonesian wikipedia, then nl, en.

• online statistics

TROPENMUSEUM

http://toolserver.org/~magnus/glamorous.php?doit=1&category=Images+from+the+Tropenmuseum&use_globalusage=1&ns0=1&show_details=1
http://toolserver.org/~magnus/glamorous.php?doit=1&category=Images+from+the+Tropenmuseum&use_globalusage=1&ns0=1&show_details=1


TROPENMUSEUM

Hotel Indonesia, Jalan Thamrin

Portret van Gouverneur-
Generaal De Graeff

Papuans on the Lorentz River in Western New 
Guinea during the third South-New-Guinea 

expedition of 1912-13
online link

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:COLLECTIE_TROPENMUSEUM_Papoea%2527_s_op_de_Lorentzrivier_TMnr_10009529.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:COLLECTIE_TROPENMUSEUM_Papoea%2527_s_op_de_Lorentzrivier_TMnr_10009529.jpg


• Released ~50 photos of objects recovered from the Mary 
Rose, and photos of its salvage

• Article on the Mary Rose was brought to Featured Article 
status by a Wikimedia volunteer (Peter Isotalo) and highlighted 
on the English Wikipedia main page on 19 July 2010 (article)

• Article was viewed 92,358 times in July 2010

• online statistics

• Also a Featured Article on the Swedish Wikipedia (article)

MARY ROSE TRUST

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Rose
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Rose
http://toolserver.org/~magnus/glamorous.php?doit=1&category=Images+from+the+Tropenmuseum&use_globalusage=1&ns0=1&show_details=1
http://toolserver.org/~magnus/glamorous.php?doit=1&category=Images+from+the+Tropenmuseum&use_globalusage=1&ns0=1&show_details=1
http://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Rose
http://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Rose


MARY ROSE TRUST

Wooden bowls found on board

Undergoing 
conservation

Salvage



WIKIPEDIAN IN RESIDENCE
BRITISH MUSEUM



•Wikipedian onsite at the British Museum for 5 weeks in June 
2010 - Liam Wyatt from Australia

•Why? An example: the Wikipedia article on Rosetta Stone
gets 5x traffic of BM’s webpage

• Facilitated interaction; did not edit
content directly.

• >30 Wikipedians, 48+ “DYKs”,
5 English featured articles, ++

WIKIPEDIAN IN RESIDENCE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM/BM
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM/BM


•One day (4 June 2010), 30+ Wikipedians, 6 curators

•Morning: tour of parts of the British Museum, curators “sold” 
specific objects needing Wikipedia articles to Wikipedians

• Lunch/afternoon/evening: one-on-one discussions, writing 
articles - very constructive

• Sparked ongoing cooperation continuing to this day

• online link

BACKSTAGE PASS

http://uk.wikimedia.org/wiki/Backstage_Pass
http://uk.wikimedia.org/wiki/Backstage_Pass


BACKSTAGE PASS



BACKSTAGE PASS



• Featured Article prize: £100 for each of first 5 new BM-related 
featured article in any language. link

• Hoxne Challenge: start with a stub on an important object 
and turn in into a Featured Article. link

• Forged one-on-one links between Wikipedians and curators 
(“answer a question from a Wikipedian and you’ll never be 
asked it again”)

+ MORE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM/BM/Featured_Article_prize
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM/BM/Featured_Article_prize
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoxne_Hoard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoxne_Hoard


BRITAIN LOVES WIKIPEDIA



• Scavenger hunt and free photography contest in Feb 2010

• 20 museums across the UK

• Launched at the V&A; special events
at the Postal Museum’s archive,
Prestongrange & John Muir’s Birthplace,
Hunterian, Manchester Museum

•Over 500 high quality images entered

BRITAIN LOVES WIKIPEDIA



BRITAIN LOVES WIKIPEDIA



WAYS TO WORK TOGETHER



• Share content under free license (CC-BY-SA) and increase its 
visibility + impact

• Utilise Wikimedians to proofread books, translate image 
descriptions, catch errors/omissions, etc....

• Engage with Wikimedians and share expertise via Backstage 
Pass, one-on-one collaborations, and just talking to them!

• Reuse Wikimedia content: text, images
(Examples: BBC, United Nations)

WORKING TOGETHER

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/species/European_Hedgehog
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/species/European_Hedgehog
http://protectedplanet.net/sites/Richmond_Park_Site_Of_Special_Scientific_Interest
http://protectedplanet.net/sites/Richmond_Park_Site_Of_Special_Scientific_Interest


• 26/27 November, British Museum. 3/4 December, Paris.

• 2 days, 200 people, times 2 (UK + France)

• “Galleries, Libraries, Archives, Museums & Wikimedia - Finding 
the common ground”

• £20 Wikimedians/volunteers; £40 professionals (UK event)

• Full info and registration: glamwiki.org

GLAM-WIKI



• Fri 26th: legal (e.g. copyright) and business models
Keynote by Cory Doctrow
[Museums Computer Group meeting also happening]

• Fri 26th evening: “The free-economy & the cultural sector”
Dr Kenneth Crews, Columbia University
Panel including Paula Le Dieu [BFI], Gilane Tawadros [DACS]

• Sat 27th: practice. Keynote by Sue Gardner [WMF]
Multimedia partnerships + editing workshops

GLAM-WIKI



EDITING WIKIPEDIA



•Wikipedia is an online encyclopaedia (not an advertising 
platform, democracy, indiscriminate collection of information...)

•Wikipedia has a neutral point of view (balancing viewpoints, 
verifiability - especially for biographies of living people)

•Wikipedia is free content (anyone can edit; CC-BY-SA)

•Wikipedia is welcoming to those open to discussion (but 
anything can be challenged/edited; problematic for experts)

•Wikipedia does not have firm rules - aim to improve the 
encyclopaedia (but community knows what’s worked so far)

5 PILLARS OF WIKIPEDIA

Online

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Five_pillars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Five_pillars


•When editing Wikipedia, your main aim should be to improve 
the encyclopaedia

• Should not aim to advance a point of view or carry out PR

• For this reason, editing an article on your organisation is 
normally discouraged (but not ruled out)

• Best advice: always be transparent and say who you are and 
where you’re from - and engage in discussions

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Online

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest


• Find an article, click the “edit” button, off you go... 

• Register an account so people can talk to you rather than your 
computer’s IP address

• Include references for the info you add, so they can be 
checked by others (anything that isn’t referenced might be 
removed) - no original research!

• If in doubt about conflicts of interest, or if you run into other 
problems, don’t edit directly - instead discuss on talk page.

EDITING WIKIPEDIA



THANKS FOR LISTENING

QUESTIONS?
Any I don’t get time for : please email them to info@wikimedia.org.uk

mailto:info@wikimedia.org
mailto:info@wikimedia.org


WIKIPEDIA
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