
Combinations of Casual Attributions Reasons Students Give for Failure 

Internal-Stable-Uncontrollable Don’t have the required skills 

Internal-Stable-Controllable I never study because I choose to 

party 

Internal-Unstable-Uncontrollable I was too sick hand in my paper on 

the due date 

Internal-Unstable-Controllable Did not study for this particular 

exam 

External-Stable-Uncontrollable School has tough requirements 

External-Stable-Controllable The instructor is biased 

External-Unstable-Uncontrollable Bad luck 

External-Unstable-Controllable Friends and family failed to help 
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