TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE

ROBERT,
EARL of ALISBURY, &c.

My L ORD,
EV ER fince I bave undertaken to publifh the Philofophical Tran(-

ations, I bave been concerned, once a year, to feek ont a Noble

Patron, to whofe favour 1 might with good afJurance addreff the
Col'eitions of the whole Year when finifhed, And for this prefent Volume,
I cannot devife better than to lay it before Your Lordfbip , who doth per-
feiily apprebend, How the genius of this Age bath countenanced.the Re-
frauration of Noble Arts and of goodLiterature,and that theEnglith No-
bility axd Gentry bave contantly fhew’d a willingneff to be the Example,
(s it was firt luftrated and beft Recommendzd by a Peer of England, the
Lord Vifcount of St.Albanss) and that great and deep Wits in all Forrain
parts round about Us, and in many Remote places, do drive it on with no
[l pace s the Emulation working bigh every where, and performing to ad-
miration.

This being [i well known 1o Your Lordbip | I am perfivaded | It will
be a divertizing Entertainment , to take notice of the Yearly Growth of
Philofophy,and of Philofiphical Aids, in fubance and in extent,with frefh
Supplies continually 5 to obferve, that the Ingenuons do bold on in a Real
Freogrefs; and toremark, how, where, and by whom all Novel Inventions
bave their Rife, and by whas Steps and- Expedients they are promoted :
Which is the beft of Human belps,to excite, enconrage and enable for other
besneficial Inventions : And *tis an ingennons delight, to fee the Virtuons
advance with grod Speed.  The Philofophical Poet Lucretius [aid in bis
Rapture ;

lib.2. Suave, mari magno,turbantibus & quora ventis,

E Terra magnum alterius {pe€tare laborem !
The Poet efeems it a decp pleafure, t2 behold: (s from a fafe barbonr on
firm land ) the deviations and collsfions of profvund and induftrions Phi-
lofophers in all former Ages.  And certainly it mujt be a more Natural
and 2 more agreeable pleafure, and far greater bappinefl 2o bebold the fer-
vent and [edulows Emulations of the moft Civil and maft Accomplifhed Na-
gions (and of the acuteft the deepeft and the moft learned amongft them, )
contending with all their (frength and skill, who (hall excel the other in the
maft beneficial obligings of Mankind,

My LORD, I doubs, it will be expetied, I [oubd bsre reprefent to Your
Lordfbips eye a bint of juft applanfe for the great Merits of thofe Worthies,
wha have [o bappily brought-in their frefl fupplies : Byt I muft confine my
Jelf o a few [oft Touches,which the moft referved Madefly may juftly claim,
ardwbich Malice it felf cannot deny. i

ere
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Here then we have 1be accurate Obfervations of fome judicions and
learn’d Traveilers:Excellent Inftrullions for generons Travellers. We bave
feveral Effays towards the Natural Hitories of Comntries | (which is the
main drift of our humble [uit av the beginning of this Volume; )of Mineral
Waterss of [ime Animals, chiefly by Anatomical infpecion. And the cu-
rions Anatome of Planty is here confirm’d, in fime mainPoints , by good
Microfcopes. Aund we bave bere fuir premifes of impreving Telefeopes,
which bave already (o much enlarged Aflronomical knowledge s as the Mi-
crofcope hath deteticd a grear part of this habitable World , which hath
been bitherto Invifible. And an Honourable Perfon of our Numbecr, bath
given us a probable Account of the Sylem of tke World from the Super-
ficial Figures of Fluids, and from contiguous Liquors, Andbe bath moft
convincingly difcover>d the Origin and Mechanical deduciion of Qualities,
Jubfiantially proving, ‘that the famouns Anthors of Elder times did nos
throughly difcern or confider the True proceffes of Nature in Generals.
And the {ameband puts aftop 1o the Neoteric Notions of Chymifts | fince
they agree not with the verity of Experiments. The New 1heory of Light
and Colours is till maintain’d by Optical Experiments : And the flaming
Tinéiure of Light @rangely tranfmitted from Dead and unputrified flefy
1) Living Members merely by contalt : And Luminoufnefi more (irangely
impreffed, for a time to refide in a faclitions Body. The Mathematicks run
on their contfe [till, in frelb ground, Aftronomy wants no enconragements,
and haftens to perfeliion. Phyfiek , Anatome, and Medicine | obtain New
Tifcoveriess and after Zwelfer, Schroder,andmany more ancient and fa-
mous Difpenfatories , the Indufbrions Charas hath from much experience
prepar’d an ample Pharmaceutice.  And the Philofophers of Germany
go ontoincresfe their Cariofities.  Ariftotle’s own Natural philofophy
preferr’d before the Commientaries of Scheolmens and the Cartefian before
the Ariltotclian. A French Water-Engin to quench Fires. Two Newly
dsvifed Hygrofcopes. An Effay or endeavour to explain the Ufe of the In-
clinatory Needle, for great Ufes,

My LORD, I (hall pafl by other particulars | and conclude with that
which is herein folicited a5 the main bufineff of every good man 5 namely,
to adorn his own Country with the beft and moft (ubftantial Improvements,
Of thzfe, Agriculture is the fureft,the moft in our power.and the moft fun-
damentally necefJary of Domeftickgsthe Hortulane, beft becoming the hands
and care of the Generous; And Trade and Commerce do maintain the
Multitudes raife the value of Lands at home, and render us moft confidera-
ble abroad. 1nboth thefé refpels, we have bere given fome Additional ac-
-counts:FortheMyferies and Intrigues of Trade more than T have been able
-to dive into: And all England would rejoyce to fee Trade reviv'd,and reach-
ing all over the World : Which [eems 10 be the honeft defign of the lste Au-
thor of Englands Improvement by Sea and Land.

My LORD,I cannot doubt of your Lordfbips favourable Patronage in all
concernments for the good of England « And fince Your Lordbips connte-
nance contributes much to promote all our Affairs s this bath given me a
confidence somake this addrefl,and to entitle my felf, MyLord,

Your Lordfhips very humble and faithful Servant,

H. OLDENBURG.



