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MAJUBA EILL.

Fight That Ended the Briét War
of 1881 the Probable Canase of
Presemt War,

“The

" England in the course of her history
suffered—as does every fighting nation
—many defeats, but never one so hu-
miliating to her national pride as her
defeat at Majuba Hill on February 27,
1881, by the rude Boers of the Transvaal.
That she then accepted that defeat was
due to the existence of a Gladstonian
cabinet in England and the ever-pres-
ent desire of that party for peace at any,
price.

It is to avenge that defeat—outland-

«rs’ grievances and suzerainty com-

plications potwithstanding — that
Great Britain is now in the fleld in
South Africa with the pick of her army
and her most trusted generals. )
February 87, 1881. IR

.., It was on that day <{bat Gen. Sir
George Colley, an officeg, of experience
and undoubted personal bravery, after
“ ' forced night march took up a posl-
.. ‘tion on the summit of Majuba with his
force of 600 British soldiers. Since his
‘defeat by the Boers at Laing’s Nek on
January 21 his communications had
‘been constantly attacked by the burgh-
«€rs, and on taking up the highly impor-
‘tant strategic position on Majuba he
determined to once more assume the
‘offensive. The Boer forces filled the
valley commanded by the hill, and
when they discovered the position
itaken by the British forces they manl-
fested every symptom of panic and
made what at first seemed a general
hovement to retreat. They, however,
did not do so. The counsels of Gens.
{Joubert and’ Smidt prevailed, and the
Poers settled down to preparations for
I an attack. .
e On the English side - overconfidencs

“* and the imevitable panicky feeling that
always seizes & soldier when surprised
'by a daring movement such as that
made by the Boers contributed to the
" day's defeat. To Gen. Colley and his
L " ¢ ‘officers the position on the summit of
T : ‘the hill appeared impregnable. Its flat

B .saucer-like top commanded the plain
““ on every side, and no thought seems to
. ‘have been given to artificial fortifica-
. tion.

The Boers, however, knew that the
.sides of the hill which rose precipitate-
1y from the plain were scarred by deep
cliffs and gullies. Up these Joubertde-
termined to send a band of his picked
‘men, and to cover their operations the
men in the valley opened a brigk fire on
... thesoldierson the hill. So accurate wag
. 'the shooting of the Boers that the Eng-
1ish soldiers kept under cover as much
as possible, only rising now and then
to return s volley. Little harm was
done by this long-range firing on either
side, and so confident of their security
were the British soldiers that with
every volley they hurled taunts at the
enemy in the distance. For six hours
this firing continued—that was the
length of time it took the 250 Boers who
attempted the ascent to climb the hill.
Once there, one party of 60 burghers
occupied a small peak standing on the
skirt of the summit, killing by a single
volley the small British picket that
held it. The rest of the Boers poured
themselves over the saucer-like edges
of the flat-topped mountain and took
the British soldiets completely by sur-
prise. The movement was 50 sudden,
so totally unexpected, that the English
force could not awake to a‘realization
of what had happened. They fancied
themselves penned in to slaughter, and
all the efforts ot their general and his
officers could not recall them to discip-
line. They precipitated themselves
down the side of the hill into the very
hands of the Boers, who advanced to
meet them.

A handful of them remalined to fight
and be killed, among them Gen. Colley,
who, when he saw all hope lost, took his
life with his own hand. Cameron, the
war correspondent, who was taken
prisoner by the Boers and immediately
released, described the scene as one of
*"  the wildest confusion, The defeat at
Laing's Nek had already demoralized
the handful of British soldiers, who felt
isolated in a strange country, and this
.. new and startling attaok was too much
<. " for them. Had the men yielded to the
rallying of their officers they could un-
doubtedly have withstood the attack
of the Boers and Majuba would mark
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tory.

. Of the 600 British troops who occus:

- , ~s - pied the summit of Majuba Hill over 300

o000 4 were killed in retreat. The Boer loss,

according to Boer accounts, was only

R LR one killed and five wounded.

o S - Majuba Hill ended the brief war of
. 1881.—Collier's Weekly.

Dewey’s Love for Cames, . .’

The victor of Manila had, and it is

said stid has, a great passion for col-
lecting cares. One day the admiral,
finding bhis bodyguard beating some
dusty clothing with a priceless stick,
told the man to stop, and asked him if
he knew what he was dolng. The man
looked at the stick and the clothing
carefully and them said with a puzzled
tone of voice: “I was cleaning your
clothes with that old stick.” The ad-
toiral shook his head %adly, and replied:
“That stick came from far up in the
interior of Brazil, and is worth more
than a dozen suits of clothes. If you
must do it, use the clothes to clean the
stick, but never the stick to clean the
clothes.” A small puppy dog on ship-
board took an antipathy to one cane,
and assailed it with tooth and claw
whenever he found himself near it. At
the end of a week the admiral caught
the little fellow gnawing his imaginary
-enemy. He took the stick away, with
the remark: “It is a terrible waste of
value for a one-dollar puppy to ruin a
$50 cane.”—Demorest’s.

She Learms to Belleve It. '
A girl never believes a man when
." " he tells her he isn't worthy of her
love, but.before she has been his wile
for a year she discovers that he has
told her the  truth.—Chicago Daily

i "The Sioux
the old Aryan and Semitic tribes in

- gods to assist him.

a different page in English military his-

FOREIGN GOSSIP. . . . .

rs has

U 7 ) R
e fashion of rouging the ea

4
<

‘been adopted in Paris.

Templehof, a suburb of Berlin, has
40 inhabitants whom the rise in prop-
erty has converted into millionaires
(in marks), with an income of $10,000
to $25,000 a year. Most of them were
pessants not many years ago.

The London suthorities have de-
cided upon the novel municipal step
of devoting £10,000 to the erection of
a building to shelter families whose
houses are in progress of disinfection
after outbreaks of infeetious diseases.

The Kaffirs live in peculiar balloon-
shaped huts, made by planting long,
glim branches or trunks of irees in a
circle and bending their tops to the
center, where they are fastened. Na~

tive flat grasses are then woven in

and out between these branches.
A barometer 36 feet long has been,
placed on the tower of a Paris church.

Natural gas conveyed in bamboo tubes

was utilized in China years ago, and
one of their writers mentions boxes
which repeated the sounds of persons’
volces that were dead—a machine sim-
ilar to the phonograph.

M. Maspero the Egyptologist, who'
wasflh charge of the excavations from
1880 to 1886, has again been called to
take charge of the antiquities in
Egypt. His chief task will be the
transfer of the objects in the Gizeh
museum near Cairo to the new mu-
seum that has been built in Cairo
iteelf. . :

A Hungarian philologist, Dr. Anton
Velics, thinks he has discovered the
original language of man. He bas
found that the great groups of lan-
guages, Indo-Germanic, Semitic, Ham-
{tic and Altale, are all based on be-
tween 200 and 300 ancieat Chinese
roots, some of which have disappeared

from the Chinese language and are

now found only in Japamese. He has
published his theory in Hungarian,
but is going to translate it into Ger-
man, so that other philologists may be
able to criticise it. ,

THINK MEN GROW ON TREES.

There Are Some Indian Tribes That
sti1ll Hold to That Singu- )
e i lar Bellef. '

Indians still ‘share with-

the belief that there are trees that
bring forth human beings, and others
that bear various portions of the hu-
man body, and in the fourteenth cen-
tury an Italian traveler, on arriving
at Malabar, was told by the natives
that the country sbounded with a tree
that bore men and women. The lat-
ter were attached to the limbs by the
nether extremities and were full
formed when the wind blew, but when
the wind died out they soon withered.
These specimens of humanity reached
the length or hLeight of three feet.

In theé first book of the Mahadha-
rata, mention is made of forms of
dwarfs that were to-be found on a
large fig tree. The Arabs are still
strong in the belief that somewhere
in the southern ocean there is a tree
that bears a nut that resembles the
face of a man, and when in its full-
ness the mouth opens and gives voice
to the cry: “Wak! Wak!” The Chi-
nese reverse the order of things, and,’
instead of believing that the trees give
birth to men, claim that in the be-
ginning the herbs and grass sprang
from the hair of the human family.
They have preserved the tradition, too,

" that somewhere within the borders

8¢ the Flowery kingdom there is a
wonderful lake by whose margin grew
trees whose leaves  developed into
birds, and also that, if a jar be
broken on the waters, birds of the
most brilliant plumage will at once
arise from the pieces and fly off.

In Central India there is a tribe
called Khatties that claim to have
their origin from a stick of wood.

When the five sons of Pandu, the he-

roes whose exploits ate told in the
Mahadharata, had become simple
tenders of sheep, Karna, their illegiti-

. mate brother, wishing to deprive them

of their last resource, prayed to the
He struck the
earth with his staff, which opened,
and from it sprang & man who was
called Khat, meaning begotten of
wood, and by this name have his de-
scendants ever since been krfown.—
Cineinnati Commercial Tribune. .

How He Won His Promotion,
“Mr. Green,” said the eity editor, “I

“'am pleased to tell you that you are

getting along very well in your work.
At first I did not hope for much from
you. Your vocabulary appeared small

‘and your spelling was very bad} but you

have improved much in-the last month.
I suppose you have been putting in
your evenings studying?”

The new reporter kicked his left toe
agaiost his right heel,

“I'm afraid I ain’t,” he said.. ...

“Then how do you account for the

" improvement in words and spelling?”

inquired the city editor, who was a
kindly man and hadn’t been a eity ed-
itor long.

“¥-dunno, unless it's eatin’ the alpha«~ -

bet goup they give me up to my board-
fng house.”
Whereupon the new reporter was im=

. mediately transferred) from the sub-

urban to the joke department.—Detroit
Free Press.

Evolutiop of the Cranbeérry.

The cranberry is a product of the
“country’s development, coming forward
in the last 50 years from a small, hard,
bitter berry to a handsomely shaped
and good-sized fruit. Asthe quality has
‘improved the berries have increased in
popularity with consumers, until sup-
plies are hardly sufficient to satisfy nor-
mal demands. Rhode Island was tbe
first state to apply scientific methods
to rultivation, and the system adopted
there has extended to other states, nota-
bLly Massachusetts, New Jersey and Wis-

"consin.—Chicago Chronicle.

‘Bow a Candid Maine Hunter Fenl

SHOT THE VICTOR MOOSE.

%
Afoul the Game Laws and Got
Inte Trouble.

]

A g'ame warden who is on duty at

" the junction of Allagash and Aroos-

took rivers in Maine has lately ar-
rested Fred Houseman, of Springfield,
Mass., for having in his possession
the bodles of two bulli moose, both
of whieh were killed on the upper
waters of the Allagash. When House-
man bad been taken before a trial
justice, and had told his story, the
tale was so convincing and showed so
little evidence of intentional crime
that the hunter was allowed to go
home after filing a bond for his ap-
pearance at the spring term of court.

Houseman, accompanied by two reg-
istered guides, left Northeast Carry
for the Allagash region early in Oc-
tober. He intended to pass a month
drifting down the river and proposed
to secure all the big game the law
allowed. He shot a young bear after
crossing the carry into Chamberlain
lake. Before the bears’ meat had
been eaten up he secured a big buck
deer. Meantime, he and his guides
had kept the camp larder well sup-
plied with partridges and rabbits.
After passing Seven islands, and when
nearly out to the Canada line he cap-
tured his second deer, thus complet-
ing the quota allowed by law. He
had seen several small moose on his
journey, and after October 18, when
open time for moose began, he tried
to get one. There were plenty of
chances for shooting small spike
borns, but as he wanted & big head
for mounting he refrained from phoot-~
ing, knowing he would have to pay
a fine of $500 and run the risk of
going to jail for six months if it waa
known that he had killed more than
one bull moose.

One day when he was more than
&0 miles north of Swan islands he
"heard a great cracking and tumult
among some elder bushes near the
river. Running his canoe to bank
and creeping through the brush he
saw two bull moose battling for their
lives in the muddy swamp. One was
a lean and scraggly old fellow with
sntlers that spread five feet from tip
to tip. His body was small and badly
emaciated, but that great stumplike
ornament on his head was worth $200
to any hunter. The other moose was
clean-limbed and fat, but his antlers
were of the commonest kind, of no
value to anybody except the original
owner. The flght had been in prog-
ress for some time when Houseman
-came slong, as the bog was badly wal-
lowed and punched full ot holes that
were red with the blood of the com-
batants. The men who saw the con-
flict say there is little chivalry in a
moose fight. The bulls backed off
for a distance of two or three rods
and then came together head-on like
two rams, after which they hooked
and gouged and pushed in a manner
that was very unprofessional. Both
animals pawed the earth and bellowed
before making a rush, but when fight-
ing at close quarters neither one ut-
tered a sound. They met midway In
the lists four times without either one
gaining a signal advuntage, although
Houseman saw that the older moose
was getting bodly winded. The shoul-
ders and necks of both animals were
torn to ribbons from coming in con-
tact with the prongs of antlers, and
their fore legs were dripping with’
blood. In the fifth tilt the younger
moose leaped to one side just before
the meeting, and as his older  ad-
versary rushed past he butted his foe
in the ribs, hurling the veteran upon
his side in the mud. Rearing on his
hind legs, the young moose brought
his sharp hoofs down upon the neck
of his foe, driving his head into the
mud and severing his windpipe as
with a knife. Not satistied with kill-
ing his enemy he gored and mutilated
the body so long that Houseman, fear-
ing that the precious antlers would
be broken and ruined, took up bhis
Winchester and shot the victor in the
midst of his triumph.

As soon as he killed the young
moose, Houseman had involved him-
self in a case where ethics and law
were at variance. If he had been al-
lowed to exercise his own choice, he
would have killed the old moose for
the sake of the antlers, and would
have eaten the tough dry meat with-
out murmuring. Since the young
moose had preceded him in the slay-
ing process and had rendered the
meat of the dead animal unflt to eat,
the hunter felt justified in utilizing
the flesh of the younger animal for
food. Londing his canoe with the
head of the old moose and the dressed
quarters of the young ore, he pro-
ceeded out to the settlement and told
a truthful story to the waiting
warden, who, complying with the let-
ter of the law, placed: him under ar-
rest. It is the opinion of Maine lav-
vers who have looked into the case
that it will take a judge as wise as
Solomon and as cunning as Sancho
Panza to untie the knots of law and

equity which Ilouseman in his candor .|

and innocence has put upon himself.—
N. Y. Sun. :
The Bachelor Reflects.

PN

A vwoman can'hide a secret just about

" as well as a sandwich-man can conceal

his business. ) )

Woman's real greatness consists in
being able to cry over the Httle disap-
pointments of life and laugh at the big
ones. ’

There probably never was a woman
that weighed over 140 that didn’t just
love to sit on her husband’s lap.

It a woman could have ‘all the new
clothes she wanted and wasn’t allowed
to keep any old ones she would be per-
fectly miserable every rainy day she
stayed home. .

A woman always remembers longest
some little fool thing her husband said
when he was out of patience and the

tender way he patted her face-once
when she was sick.—N. Y, Press.

. RITES OF JAP FANATICS. |

1 [

The 0ld Ceremonial of Walking Over

Fire Is Still Practiced in the
Flowery Kingdom.

The religious fanaties-who have a
habit of walking througb fire and not
singeing a hair have again appeared in
‘Japan.

These are the devotees of the god of
the Ontaki mountain, a very terrible

.person, indeed, but one, they say, wha .

takes care of them when there is any
fire about. .

Like the Greek of old, your modern
Jap—unless he is a very advanced per-
‘son—*sees gods in thunderstorms,”™
and so om, .and above all puts their fa-
vorite habitation on the top of the high-

' est mountains—where nobody goes to
:see them. :

This is the halcyon neason of their
'year when the devotees of these many
mountain deities go through the vari-
ous and generally dangerous acts of
homage.

The occasion of the recent demon-
stration of perfectly public fire-walk-
ing was the special festival of the god
_of the mountain Ontaki, and the scene
.of the wonderful performance a small
‘Shinto temple in the Kanda quarter.

In the first place there was a long,
blazing and smoldering heap of damp
straw. Underneath this was a bed ot
lighted charcoal.

By the time that the walking began
the straw had been consumed. It was
.now almost dark, the lurid glow upon
‘the faces of the white-robed worshipers
.and the crowd of Japanese against the
‘surrounding rail was most weird.

Some stood by one side of the fire and
with huge fans made it hotter even
than before. Then two of them took
each a wand, mttached to the end of
which were shevings or strips of paper;
a third took a flint and steel; a fourth
an offering of salt.”

Placing themweelves one at each end
‘and one at earh side of the blaze, they
went through a long and impresaive
ceremonial, ip&ulging in much waving

. of wands and marching or dancing

. .about the fire like Americans on the
night of an old-fashiomed presidential
election, each man in his turn assum-
ing the position occupted by his prede-

: .Cessor.

- At length and suddenly, after care-
fully steppirg on some of the scattered
grains of salt, ome of the men deliber-

- ately walked through the fire from end
to end. He took seven paces, the sev-
enth pace landing him just clear of the
fire at the other end.

Others then, but at the first only men,
followed his example. Some of the old
‘men hurried a little; but most of them,
old or young, were very deliberate,
stamping each foot hard into the red-
hot charcoal at every step.

Examined afterward, the feet were
found quite saft, and not a trace of fire
upon them. Before the people walked
through the fiery furnace the center of
it, where they walked, was beaten flat
with long poles. They therefore, had
8 level surface to walk on and they did
not get the sides of their feet burned.

Of course the secret of this whole per-
formance lay in the fact that the feet
were carefully protected by the salt,
which is & non-combustible substance.
But even then the operation must be
painful and dengerous, too.

The feat of fire walking is a very un- -

usual thing in Japan. There were pres-
ent at its performance some Furopeans
who hacd been 25 years in the country
and had not only never seen it before,
but never heard of it. ;

It appears that those who walk

through the fire expect to obtain from

the god certain indulgences for them-
selves, relatives and friends.—Phila-
delphia P’ress.

' LONDON'S WOMAN BARBER.

She Is Charming and Accomplllhea.
and Is Endowed with Hyp-
notic Power,

The Lady Barbers’ association—the
“original one, mark you—has existed

11 years. Its present address is 63
Chancery lame, and its latest proprie-
tor, Mme. St. Quentin, who has been
in possession since June last. She is
a charming and accomplished lady—
learned in the mysteries of hypnotic
influences. and has even views -on
Buddha. In response to the invitation
contained in the announcement that
madame was at home, coupled with
the parentheticel promise of tea, the-
writer descended to the pleasant base-
qnent room, with the electric lamps
diffusing brightly warm color threugh
the crimson shades, and bebeld the
priestess of the razor performing the
customary rites uwpon various stubby
and upturned masculine
seemed so eutirely pleasant a process
that the writer remembered with a
secret joy that he had not been shaved
that morning. Presently it was his
turn, and, placing his head upon the
pid. he suffered himself to be lath-
ered and prepared for sacrifice.

To be shaved by a deft-handed wom-
an is rlmost a magical process. There
is none of the “slishslashing™ of the
gentleman whom a bountiful nature
intended to be a hedge carpenter. No,
no! There is something smooth and
gliding over ome'y cheek, with here
and there the pre;ure of delicate fin-
gers, and presto! one emerges with
a chin that is equal, without a shadow
of deprecation, to every domestic and
ante-marital demand upon it—Pall
Mall Gazette.

A Fatry Tale. : [ S
. ““Goodness! Where did the Joneses
“get that big silver loving cup that s in-
their parlor window?” )
“Why, it was given tb them by the
neighbors that used their lawn-mower
and telephone all summer.”—Indianap-
olis Journal.

~ Couldn’t Break It. . AT
Subbubs—I understand yourservant.
has left your home. . !
Farfromtown—Yes, she left our.
home. Thank Ireaven, she couldn’t de-
stroy that.—N. Y. World.
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REPCORTING A STORM.

How the News of the Portland's
Wreck Was First Given to
the Puablic. .

- The reportipg of the storm developed

many splendid examples of good work
on the part of the newspaper men,
bright and active young fellows fired
with the zeal of service to their journals
and the publie, says Sylvester Baxter,
writing of the great storm of last win-
ter. Except in actual warfare, the re-
porters and correspondents seldom en-
counter the exciting events they chron-
jcle. But their work brings them close
after and in following the trails of dis-
aster by land and sea, in epanning
broken communications, and in getting
their news back to the home office, they
found in this widespread calamity an’
abundant field for the exercise of the
hardy virtues, The greatest feat was
that which brought to Boston the first
pews of the Portland’s wreck. Charles
F. Ward was the district correspondent
of the Boston Herald, on the south side
of Cape Cod.

On Sunday morning he found the rail
and telegraph communication cut off.
Feeling that there must be disasters
along the shore, he drove from his
home at Chatham 29 miles up the cape
to Hyannis. There he found the tele-
graph line that runs down the cape still
open, and he called up friends at differ-
ent points to learn the news. On Mon-
day bhe received from Truro some
meager facts' about wreckage from a
large steamer coming ashore, including
the toncage mark *°2,283 tons,” that
jdentified it completely with the Port-
land. Appreciating that he was theex-
clusive possessor of news of transcen-
dent importance, he determined to get
it to Boston as best he might. A special
working trein was about starting up
the line from Hyannis and this took him
as far as East Sandwich. Here there was

great washout,and he had to walk sev-
eral miles to Sandwich. Thence a ear-
riage took him to Buzzard’s bay, where
he had to wait for the Tuesday morning
train to Boston. At 11:30 o’clock that
forenoon he reached the office with his
news, thoroughly exhausted by the
strain and bardships of his journey.—-
Scribner’s.

DEWEY'S UNIQUE REBUKE.

A Remark of His That Kept His ué-
on the Rroad Grin for

A Many Days.

.. There has been a great deal of dis-
-cussion about the things Dewey said
at Manila during the naval battle;
but, whatever his remarks may have
been, it is safe to assume that they
were forgible ones.

Though a quiet man under ordinary
circurvétances, he speaks out when
there is occasion, and his flow ol
languuge st such times is described a8
losely. Sailors do not mind such
things as rough talk so much as they
do having language addressed to them
that they do not understand, Ashen
they know that it has an uncompli-
mentary significance. Most of all
they dislike to be called farmers, in
irony.

TWell, it is related that en a day in
1898, when the Pensacola, Capt. Dewey
in command, was in the Mediter-
ranean—she was then the dagship of
the European squadron—a shift of
wind aceompanied by a rapid fall of
.the barometer gave warning of charg-
{ng weather. Presently a white squall
came up and there was busy work for
all hands, the executive officer in the
waist, the officer of the deck on the
quarterdeck, and the midshipman in
the fo'-castle bellowing and repeating
orders, while the sailors jumped
through the tops like monkeys. Just
then something fouled the clews of
the maintopsail, at the very moment
the squall struck, and bungling for a
moment or two nearly cost the ves-
sel a spar. Dewey, from the bridge,
was looking on, and everybody was
in tremulous anticipatibn of o severe
rebuke. But- he only turned to the
_officer of the deck and said, mildly:

*“Will you kindly tell me what was
the matter just now with the agricul-
tural population on the maintopsail
yard??" .

This remark percolated through the
midshipmen to the crew, and being
duly translnted, it produced an effect
from which the men did not recover
for days.—Doston Sundoy Journal.

Home of—the l}re; hve‘rln:x-Spn.nlel-.

Marlborough, is noted for its dogs and
cattle, and its fame in these lines of
live stock is almost two centuries old.
The DBlenheim spaniels are known
around the world, and are prime favor-
ites in many lands as lacies’ lap-dogs.
One sees them to perfection on thees
tates, where they number hundreds,
and are carefully bred to keep up theix
ancient excellence. The chosen dog of
the kennels for the ¢uchess is a dimin-
utive creature weighing but a few
pounds, being a direct lineal descend-
ant from the little dog which faithfully
followed the first duke of Marlborough
through the entire battle of Blenheim,
on the banks of the Danube in 1704, and
thus founded the canine honor of the
name. The “hall mark,” as it were, o1
:this strain of dogs is a spot on the top
of the head, and this distinguishes
_them from all other spaniels of their
class; but even in the home kennels
this coveted mark of good descent is
' growing less and less frequent as the
decadeg go by.—Edward Page Gaston,
in Woman'’s Home Companion.

’ Weary. el

“Remember,” said the mworalist, “that

.'poverty is no disgrace.”

" “I'va been remembering it all my
.life,” answered the young man with
‘a cymnical tone. “T've been remember
;ing it so hard that I am getting braip

fag. I'd Uke to have a chance to get
ch and forget it awhfle, just for the

‘sake of the rest."—Washington Star.

! —————

Jokes. .
‘A joke which s too broad will prob-
‘ably fall flat.—Chlcego Dispatch.
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- L’ABEILLE DE LA NOUVELLE-ORLEANS

Blenheins, the palace of the duke of

-

,, FISHING IN PORTO RICO.

“Yndustry Is Not Large, But Features r.
Are Interesting—Sam Juan’s ‘
T Supply. ~}
' ‘An article on the fishery trade of Por -
to Rico, by W. A. Wilcox, gives an inter-
.esting account of the methods of our
colonial brothers in gathering sea ,
food. .- N\

The writer describes the conditions
in Algarrobo, Sabaanita, Bayamon and
Arecibo.

“Algarrobo,” he says, “ls & small =
fishing settlement in the suburbs of
Mayaguez. Thefishermen'shousesscat-’
tered along the beech, are surrounded
with cocoanut trees and banana plants,
the leaves of which form the roof and
gides. This settlement has 14 fisher-
men who use four dories and one sloop. \
This sloop, the Francisca, was built at
Algarrobo, at & cost of $1,200 in Span- . .
‘ish money. It weighs seven and a half ,
tons and is the only vessel used in the |-
fisheries in the island that is of suf-
ficient tonnage to require registry at
the custom house. It was built soon
after the close of the late war, and had
macde but three short trips up to the
last of January, 1999. It is 30 feetlong,
91, feet beam, with five feet-depth of
hold. In the center is a well seven feet
long, with 30 115-inch holes on each:
side to admit the water. Aft of the
well is a small compartment for sleep-
ing quarters, and forward Is a small
galley for cooking. Her fishing gear -
consists of 40 set pots, by which most
of the catch is made, a small trawl with
100 hooks being used occasionally.

“The catch of the fishermen of this
place is made along the coast, the:
sloop going as far as Mono island, 43
miles distant. Sardines are used for. .
bait on the trawl, the pots generally -
being set without bait.

“The eatch is 20ld to the neighboring
villages and plantations, and the fish .
market of Mayaguez is better supplied--
than that of any other place on the is-
land. Fish are pedcled aloug the route
to the city, being suspended from poles .
on the shoulders. No fish are cnred,i' o
and any surplus is thrown away.” :

Mr. Wilcox describes the method of
catching fish at Bayamon, a place five
miles south of San Juan, with which it
is connected by rail. :

“Bayamon,” he says, “issupplied with-
fresh fish taken from the Bayamon riv- '«
er by six resident fishermen, and by-.
others that live along the river bark to
the north and scuth. Other persons:
fish ornly for their family use. None of
these men give more than a part of ..
their time to fishing. The catch is =
taken with hoop rets, cast mets. gill
nets and haul seines, all netting being
handmade by the fishermen. A few
fish pots are also used.” : A

0f Palo Seco, & small fishing village ¢
at the north of the Bayamon fiver, the }
writer sayst -

“Tt has a population of about 200, in-
cluding 60 fishermen, who use 25 small ¢ |.
sail and row boats. The catch of these (
men is chiefly made in the evening and ©
at pight and forms a portion of the
fresh fish supply of the city of San- )
Juan. It is taken in and mnear the |
mouth of the river and in the bay.afew |
“boats using trolling lines outside of the |
harbor. When used in the river they
are attached to the shore by a line; ! |
when used outside they are weighted’ .
with stones and anchored to a buoy, al- |
though when well water-soaked they
use no weights."—Fishing Gazette. l
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CORRESPONDENCE CLASS.

Clever Idea by Which a Young Wome
an Who Needed the Money
Malkes n Living.

Tf seems a very strange fact that in

" these days of higher education for
both men and women any oman :1I .
seeking 8 means of earning a living ‘
should be able to make an excellent H
incomne teaching people how to writ®
their letters properly. And yet such
is the case. and the woman in ques-
tion not only makes a fair living, but
has more to do sometimes than she
can attend to. According to the wém--
an herself it came about like this:

#I was hard pressed at one time for
some way of earning an honest penny,
and I had thought and thought of how
1 might do it, and there was no tangi-
ble result to be obtained, seemingly.
One day a girl came to see me, and in
the course of conversation said:

“ "Miss B—, I would give anything
in the-world to be able to write as
well as you do. You pever seem to
be dazed by any complication. You
always write the proper thing in the
right place. Do you know, I wish you
were poor, and I would get you to.
teach me your art.’

“ My dear,’ I cried, ‘I am poor, and “‘
{

at my wits’ end to get some Wway
of making money. You have put an
idea into my head, and you may help
me to make a beginning. Let us form
a “correspondence class,”’ )
“It was rather uphill work at first,
but after the first class was formed
another soon followed, until I have as .
many as 12 or 15 going at once. I find . =
that a class is most beneficial, as the |
pupils correspond among themselves, |-
|

and, by reason of their numbers, pro- ;"
vide a greater variety of subjects. :
“It does not necessarily follow that |~
a girl is unintelligent or badly edu- |
cated who is a poor correspondent. |
This gift comes naturally to some, i *;
while to others it is denied, and these t ‘
latter unfortunates would do better to *
cultivate it than to be indifferent to ! ¥
their proficlency in the art of letter °
writing.”—Cincinvati Enquirer. .

- A Venmerable Prelate.  ©  “ 4

Pope Sophronius, patriarch of th
Orthodox Greek church of Alexandria,
who dled recently at that city, was the |/
oldest prelate of the Christian world. .’
He had been a priest for 87 years, a
bishop for 78, archbishop for 70, and
patriarch for nearly 35 years. He was |
107 years old when he died, and he re- |
tained his ph¥sical and intellectual
vigor almost to the last.—Youth's Com= |.
panion. :
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