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Fhe .Wotk!-hupl of American authors

" fmwe much to do with the quality ot
. wrbat they produce.

Differing  tem-
aments require different conditions
which to sccomplish the best ree

‘ - suMs. This is peculiarly shown in the

‘same of the great American writers
«f the day. Forexampie, Harriet Pres-

ookt Spafford does her best work aile

«lag under the trees writing on s pad
gesting on her lap.

Margaret Deland has » perpetual
" %lt of summer introduced into hee
«Boston home. A small glass congervas
“Sory, filled to overflowing with gay
PJomquils, is where this brilliant writer
Woes her best work.

Winston Churchill, suthor of “Rich-
srd Carvel,” lives in S¢. Louis in the

‘ soimter and in Vermont in thesummer.

" “He Joes his work in a very business-
fikr wa) in an office at the top of one
Here, sur-

rounded by the roar and din of the

- ~;7wity’s traffic. he wrote the charming
| gtory of long ago, when cable cars and

typewriters were an unknown quan-

Bret Harte generally writes out of

.d@nors. but always while smoking. He
" maid the first lines always took a cigar
“mnd sometimes two cigars.

In the city of Atlanta. in a homelike

- Pttle cottage embowered in rasebush-

"aw and apple trees, Joel Chandler Har-
‘oris writes his lnimitahle tates of “Un-~
“«le Remus and Bre'er Rabbit.”

WIRE AMONG THE REDWOODS.

mulve Sight Presented by the
Tall Yeung Trees When

B TR Afame, o

Perhaps the most startling phe-
womenon of the fire was the quick
.death of childlike sequoias only a cen-
7-tmry or two of age, says John Muir, in
* Atlantle. In the midst of the other
eompnratirely slow and steady fire-

would be

Beaving. booming, passionate flame
reaching from the ground to the top
iof the tree, and 50 to 100 fect or morse

" "above it. with a smoke column bending

-weork, one of thene tall beautiful sap~
¥iags, leafy and branchy,
“+mwen blazing up suddenly all in one

THE LARGEST FIRE COMPANY.

several Hundred Men Serving With-
eout Pay im the Foreats of the
Black Hills.

Capt.’Scth Bullock, of Dendwood, 8.
D., the new forest supervisor of the
Mack Hills, has organized the largest
fire company in the worid. Every
member is giving hia fervices without
pay vet is expected to be on duty con-
stantly, says the St. Paul Dispatch.

Some time ago the secretary of the
interior department made an order
permitting people to graze cattle om
the forest reserve to the full limit of
7,000 head for the million or more
acres. A man can have four or less
head without asking for a permit, but
beyond that number to a limit of 120
he must ask permission of the super-
visor, showing that he has the proper
range and that he intends to comply
with the law.

A proviso was inserted in this order,
by the secretary, which makes it com-
pulsory for every man raising cattle
to assist in putting out the for-
est fires. Until recenfly this part of
the order has not been put into effect.
Forest Supervisor Bullock has now ob-
tained the name of every man who
availed himself of this cattle order,
and 25 brigades havé been organized.
There are 20 divisions on the reserve,
cach one being in charge of rangers,
whose duty it is to see that the laws
governing the reserve are complied
with,

When a fire breaks out on the re-
serve the cattle raisers are expected
to go immediately and put it out. The
first man at the fire is to have full
charge of the operations until the
ranger arrives. In case the fire gets
beyond control of one division of cat-
tlemen and ranger, word is to be sent
immediately to an adjoining district,
and all of the people there are expect-
ed to come to their rescue.

After the fire is out the ranger of
that one particular district is required
to take the names of all the cattlemen
who did not participate in putting out
the fire, and a list of such persons is
sent to the general office of the super-

_visor, in Deadwood. Unless the per-

sons who did not Attend the fire can
give a good reason for their absence
their permits to graze cattle on the
Plack Hills forest reserve are taken
away from them.

‘PANTALOON S WITH LINING.

I'ley Used te Be Worn But Are Neves
Heard Of in These

. HARD ON THE TOPERS.

‘The Short Coram Crop WIll Increase
the Price of Whisky Con-

vays.

’

An old clothing mercKant in Chicago,
whose sons have been his successors
for many years, was in the store the
other day for the first time in seven
years, reports the Tribune.

“I suppose you have no pantaloons
with lining,” he said to his eldest boy,
who replied that he had never heard of
such a thing.

“We used to keep them in stock,”
continued the father. “As & rule |
think most pantaloons with lining
were home-made.
the first [ ever saw, and I wore ‘'em. I
think the lining was of some sort of
cambric. But there were a few of my
old customers who bought ready-mnade
clothes of me, many yecars ago, and
they insisted that their pantaloens
should be lined. They hadanidea that
lining made the fit better. But the
tailors [ employed hated the work, and
always charged more for putting in
the lining.

“One of my customers, who wouldn't
live long if he had to wear ready-made
clothes now, took a fancy to a pair of
unlined pantalgons, but refused to
make the purchase unless I had lining
put in. That was in 1850. My tailor
said he never heard of such a thing,
but 1 insisted. He had to take the
pantaloons apart—unatitch the seams
and then put in the lining. It took him
over a8 week to do the job. The cus-
tomer got mad in waiting and refused
to take the pantaloons. I sued him
and got judgment, and he wouldn’t
speak to me for over a year. Isawhim
pass the house last week riding with
his grandchildren in an automobile. 1
suppose he would have got hot if I had
reminded him of the time when bhe
wore lined pantaloons, and he had
straps to them benides, ao as to keep
them in shape. I remember when a
man who didn't wear straps to hin
pantaloons was not considered well
dressed, and that was right here in
Chicago.”
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. DISCOVERY OF OXYGEN. - |

This Name Perpetaates an Error Said
!o Have Beea Made by Noted
Chemist,

It ol . .

~{er limbs gradually catehing fire

wmpper free-flowing wind. To burn
these green treex a strong fire of dry
.wrood beneath them iu required to send
‘wp & current of air hot enough to dis-
.&ill inflammable ganes from the leaves
"and sprays; then, instead of the low-
and
Igniting the next and next in success
“mion, the whole tree aeems to explods

..‘Imon simultaneously, and with aw-

ful roaring and throbbing a round
apermg flame shoots up 200 or 300
- foet, and in & second or two is
qucnched leaving the green spire 8
* iack dead maest bristled and rough-
:«med with down-curling boughs.

:’ PHOTOGRAPHING BIRDS.

‘Whe More Common and Unsunpicious
Are Meat DiSicuit to

n o Take.

..’Btrangely enough, it is not always

- wsually upsuspicious

. Papular Monthly.

‘the more rare and shy birds which
-are most difficult to photograph, but,
on the contrary, very common and
epecies, when
approached with photographic in-
tent, are exceedingly wary. This is
4the case with the familiar robin, and
also with the kingbird or bee-martin,
smys A. H. Verrill, in Frank Leslie's
Time and again
-kave I spent an entire afternoon en-
«deavoring to photograph thia saucy

"-flycatcher, but without avail. and it

ST only very recently that | succeeded

~im inducing one to sit for his por-
trait, and even he condescended to
+«do s0 only when his fatherly solici-
tude was aroused sand | disturbed the
-pesace of hia young family. On the
-ether hand, blue jays. which are no-
torionsly wild, 1 have had no diffi-
«eulty with, provided the time chosen
was late summer or early autumn, [
‘fna that at this season they readily
approach within range of my lens if
‘gheir criex are imitated while in hid-
jmg. Many birds have habits which
. grestly facilitate matters once they
are learned.

GIRLS AS BANK TELLERS.
. Do Better “‘";‘.‘;;"“‘r' More Truste
worihy Than Men, Says &
:1 Bank Cashier.

Bekind each of the i3 windows in
~4he savings depariment of the Royal
Tri:-t bank. 189 Jack~on boulevard,
€ile 3 youny woman taking in and pay-
“$mg out the money of severai thousand

‘drepositors.  reports  the  Chicago
Ahronicle. .
“The young women have heen em-

pInyed therr for xome time though it
#s the ouly banh in Chicazo where they
do hat kind of work.  They have
proven faithfnl and acournte in their
work and the manager of the hank
* aayvs that men wili never displace thein,
' *“They are 1lways at work on time,”™
said Cashier Milwia F. Mack, "and when
«dosing tiine cames they do not rush
to get out for feac Al working a min-
e too long. ‘Them they do not spend
the bank's time in ¢ll'ng each other

«of their esperiencea the piglt  bee
fore.

“We are not hiring girls to  save
‘wwnpey. We pay them jnst ag much as

we once did men in the smime places,
We imply made the chunge becanse

The cattle grazers all over the hills
are taking sn interest in this original
plav of Capt. Bullock and as a conse-
quence several hundred men stand on
guard constantly 1o put out forest
fires. There are fully 7.000 hcad of
cattle on the reserve. No sheep are
allowed. [t ix conxidered a fine thing
for the forest to have the grass kept
down by the atock.

- THE ROLLER BOAT.  *
Q-eer Craft ’rh.t Canada Has Come

~ tributed to the Collection of
. _Marime Freaks, ok

Canada’s contribution to the world’s
collection of queer boats is a metal
cylinder over 100 feet in length and 22
feet in diameter. As it rests in the
water it looks for all the world like
the towering smokestack of a-manu-
facturing plant toppled over on its
side. The reconstruction which this
oddity of the shipping world has un-
dergone during the past year or two
has not affected its external appear-
ance, but within its circular body a
new heart has been installed, which
diffuses new life blood in & radically
pew way, says Waldon Fawcett, in
Frank Leslie’s Popular Monthly.

Shorn of technicalities, the substi-
tution,simply amounts to this: Under
the old plan there were, so to speak,
two locomotives on circular tracks, and
they rolled the ship forward by climb-
ing up inside just as a squirrel spins the
wheel of his cage by mad attempts to
ascend the bars of the circular prison.
Now, the machinery is suspended in
the center of the big tube. Tt will thus
be seen that under the old plan grav-
ity helped to do the work: now power
alone must accomplish the task.

The large cylinder, made up of air-
tight compartments, which comprises
the boat, is open at either end, in order
to give admission 1o the interior. Un-
der the old plan the steel tracks were
placed at either erd of the vessel and
extended cntirely around the interior
of the eylinder or shell, being secure-
1y holted, of course, to the inner face
of the big tube. Upon the tracks at
cither end wax a platform mounted on
wheels, somewhat on the order of s
flat ecar, which kept rolling gently
hackward when the boat was in mo-
tion,and was thus enabled to maintain
a perfeetly level position. Kach plat-
form carried a separate boiler and en-
aine. When the engines started the
platfrms commenced to ¢limb the in-
~ide of the cexlinder, and constantly
‘antinued the attempt with the resnlt
that the e¢ffors of gravi'y to bring
rthe weight 1o the lowest possible level
I'ad the effect of rolling the eylinder
forward.

Iln--l.n Fe nmlr Hermits,
Ainong the viliagers on the Volga
in the provinee of Namara a curious
ot of women has made its  appear-
iee, 1t was originated by an elder-

Iy peasant woman in RXosnova, called
the "Bllessed Mother,  These women
have fled from the villuges arounnd
into a renvote disirict, where they
live singly in holes dug ont of  the
face of the Wil They lead a Jife of

fa~ting and praver, and helieve them-
selve~ called from the world, which
they think it shartly about to perish
in a general conflagration, The “*Bles-
sed Mother” hax “ten wise virgina”

"br the Washington

gust since Joseph Priestley discov-
ered oxygen.: He called it dephlogis-
ticated air. Scheele, who weparated

it about the same time, empyreal
air; while Condorcet, more huppxly
than either, suggested vital air. La-
voisier named it oxygen—literally the
ecid maker—and in 8o doing perpet-
uated an error, says London Express.

It is not oxygen that is the essen-
tial element in the formation of
acids, but hydrozen, so called be-
cause it helps to form water. The
early chemists would have hit the
mark better if they had interchanged
the designations; for oxygen consti-
tutes the great bulk of water, and
hydrogen is a constituent of all acidx.
What's in & name in this case is a
chemical gnisrepresentation. Priext.
ley little knew how wide was the
range of the element he had found.
Oxygen forms one-fifth of the atmos-
phere, eight-ninths of the waters,
and. taking altogether, onc-half of all
the materials of the globe, 50 far as
they are known. Asx carbon is the
basis of all the organic substance of
the world, so oxygen, the supporter
of life and combistion, represents its
living energies.

MARKED SALMON RETURN.

Many of the Fish Come Back to Thefr
Spawmning Grownd Kvery
Fourth Year,

A. C. Little, state fish commissinn-
er, is commencing to get results from
scientific experiments conducted dur-
ing the last four years, with the ob--
ject of asacertaining what proportion
of young salmon turned out by the
state fish hatcheries return every
fourth year to their spmu)ing
grounds. He haa procured numerons
fish tails from the Columbia® river’
fishermen which bear certain marks
placed upon them before the fish
were set 1oose at the Kalama hatch-
ery. These fish are spawn of the
salmon caught in 1897, and are, there-
fore, four years old. None of the tails
were obtained in previous years,
wgain proving that salmon return
only every fourth year, says the San
Francisco Call.

The fact that the run of salmon on
the Columbia river has been unex-
poctedly large this year is helicved
to have been due almost entirely to

the great number of fish turned out
hatcheried on

atreams tributary to the Columbia.

Geveral of these hateheries have not
heen established long enough to get
direet returns in the form of marked

taila.

Tall Telegraph Polen in Texas.

Peanmont, Tex., is aored not only
for its oil, but the tallest telegraph
poles in the United States. The tops
are 150 feet above the ground. They
were erected on the opposite banks
n{ the Neches river by the Western
Usion Teisgraph company in order
to avping ta cable geross the <*ream.
“The apan in 144 feet in length. This

height s oecessary  to admit  the
pasenge < shijae through a draw-
Lridge, their mawts being 1o feet

... and more,

Cpatle for Hent,
A Lo dan paper printed this nnique

Your mother made |

~with a greater notion of extent,

siderably.
“Lovers of cocktails, gin flzzes,
creme de menthes aud other seduc.

tive little mixturea in which spiritus
frumenti form the principal ingredi-
ent will provbably be interested tolearn
that the next few months will mark a
considerable increase in the price of
whisky,” said a traveling man, accord-
ing to the Charleston News and Cour-
ier.

“The practical failure of the corn
erop,” he continned, *in some of the
western states, which heretofore fur.
nished the greatest portion of the sup-
ply to the people of this country, and
the consequent increase in price, will
cause the distillers to pay a great deal
more for their raw material than they
have been in the habit of doing in the
past. The consumers in this instance,
as in all others since the law of supply
and demand has been known, will, of
cosirse, be compelled to pay this in-
crease in price. A number of people
in this country are pruhahly not
aware of the fuct that about 735 per cent.
of the whisky distilled in this coun:
try is made from corn. Thousands
every dayv are drinking what they 'sup-
pose to be rye. when in reality it is
nothing more than colored corn juice.
Out in Kansas, Nebraska, Missouriand
Towa there wiil he lexx éorn harvested
this vear than ever before in my rec-
ollection. Taking into consideration
that these four states, where nearly
all the corn in the United States is
raised, or rather an enormous percent-
age of it, are so short as to the nutput
this year, it can be readily seen what
effect the decrease will have on the
market. Distillers will be forced to
pay well for their corn, and the only
avenue of eseaape for them is to make
the consumers fork over the differ-
euce.

”

Saccess in Estimatiag Aeenr-telvy a
' lee- Spunee s Very
Rare,

A familiar example of the vaguensss
of our mental ideas on the dimensions
of familiar objects ix the trick by
which a number of people are induced

they consider to be the height of a tap
hat. Success in this feat is rare, says
the London Globe, and the estimation
in yards or miles of distances in the
open air is no lexsx difficult, though
often considerably more useful. Gen-
erally, of conrse, it is the lesel sur-
faee or nne filled with monotanons fea-
tures many times repeated which is
most underestimated. while diversi-
fication seems ta impress the mind
Even
80, the usual tendency iz greatly to
underestimate distances of more than
a quarter af a mile. while the differ.
ences between the guesswork compu-
tations of various members of the
same party are often extranrdinary.
In our nrdinary life we have rarely
need for ascertaning In actual yards
the distance of nbjects under ohrerva.
tion, and our facnlty of estimation is
not developed much further when we
have once left the stage hehind at
which all the abjerrs in a room. for
in<tance, appear tn the infint to be
equally within ite grasp. The difficulty
of judging distance iz much increased
nver an undulatary or hil'y surface,
whether it is desired to find out-the
actual superficial measurement or the
“air line,” as the Germans term it,
for rifle shooting in sport or war. In
this last applicatinn the training of
the faculty is extremely important,
and in actual fact often extromel) im-
perfect.

TATTOOIRG IN WHITE.

Maldens at the Seanide Have Ctilized
the Sun's Rays for a New and
Novel Fad,

Paxitively the newest fad of the sea-
shore resorts this zeason i~ exceeding-
ly popnlar with the summer girls- tat-
toning in white. How it ariginated no
one has heen able to tell, but it got
here, as nearly all can testify. One of
the charmers appeared on the heach at
Atlantie City the other day with her
favorite college design apparently tat-
tooed in white on her sun-hrowned
arm. There was the white flag nf the
University of Pennsylvania, with the
letters “U. P.” and beneath this a
little heart. The thing causzed a deal
of apeculation and :omething of a sen-
sation for a long time, but rhe fair
schemer cnnld not keep the secret and
a 1ot of her chums copied the idea,
which now threatens to spread all
along the coaxt,

“How is it deane?” asked the Mair ane
in reply toaquestinner. “That is easy.
Betore 1 expose my arm to the fierce

ravs of the sun | eut ont’the d esign
I wished from adhe~ive pla~ter and
stuck it fast to my arm. When the

browning proces- wax well along Itook
ofF 1the plaster and there was the flag
in white ju<t a- nice a< vou please.”
One of the fair devotecsaf fads was
not content ta show her enlloge prefer.
ences on her arm. ont worked ont a
design on her neck. Tt is nor likely

thar many will folliw her i(](‘-;l_ horw -
ever, ginee they mu-t dan evening dress
{5r the hops. Rqam» of them have

. gone a ~tep furthor anil aliowed the

<un to print upon their fair arms the
initials of their very hest tonng men,
wi‘h a centimental de<ign aecompany-
ing theny

A Poem Th-t Patd,
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WANDERINGS OF A CHBALICE.

Antigue Communion (wp That Onge
Became a Prise for Morse
Racing,

8Surely one of the strangest vicissi-
tudes which could befall a communion
cup iy to become the prize In a horse
race; yet such has been the fate of
one which ence belonged to the Epis-
copal church of Clontarf, and after &
disappcarance of many years'duration
has at last been restored to its orig-
inal purpose. The incident is related
in the Clontar! Parirh Magazine, eays
the London Telegraph. The chalice of
solid silver stands about four juchew
high, is richly embossed in three pan-
els, with flgures representing music,
plenty and fashion; has no shank, but
is supported on three balls, each held
by an eagle's claw. It is considered to
be of Dutch or Hanoverian workman-
3hip, and was evidently not originally
intended for sacred use. On it is the
inscription: **The gift of Charles Mel-
ville, sen., Esq., to the church of Clun-
tarf, April 8, 1721."

Some time in the early part of last
century it disappeared from the
church in a most mysterious manner,
and all trace af it mas lost until quire
recently, when Col. P. D. Vigors, of
Bagenalstown, discovered sthrough a
correspandence with Rev.J. Bloom, of
Whitechurch, Stratford-on-Avon, that
the cup was in the possession of Mr.
J. R. West, of Alseot Park, in whose
family 1t had been for many years.
And, more extraordinary still. {t is
clesr, from an inscription on the bot-
tom of the chalice, that it was present-
ed as a cup at the Cheltenham reces in
1833, and was won by a horse there,
The inscription updernesth reads:
“Cheltenham, July 18, 1833, Won by
Exile, 3-year-old.” The chalice wnill, it
is to be hoped, be apared further wan-
deriog and will remain safe in Clon-
tarf.

BSera ian an Engine Houne They Bee
come Fond of a Run with
the

“Robs™ and “Kit" are two coal blark

kittens which love excitement. They
are about six months old and were
born at the No. 4 hook and ladder
house, =xays the Courier-Tournal.
Their mother had apent her whols dife

- LOUISVILLE FIRE CATS.

Machine, B e

PITH AND POINT. .

When a man of 80 does an odd
thing, his loving relatives carefully |
fay rhe meimery of 11 aside, 1o Usc ia
proving hia insanity when hix will is
filed.—Atchison Globe.

It is a pity we cannot get all lhn
wickerd men to vote the aother ticket
st once xo that we could fignre out
the exact size of the majority we
need to convert.—Puck.

The river flows quietly along to-
ward the sea, yot it always gels
there. It might be well to remero-
ber this when you are trying to rush
things.—Chicago Dailly News.

Miatress—"Mary, you bad 8 man in
the kitchen last evening. Wans he a
relative of yoors or a friend?” Maid
—"Neither, marm; he waa only just
my husband.”-—Hoaton Transcript.

An Extravagant Affair.-“Mollie,”
he maid, “if I should die firat, T want
you to see that I aum cremated.”
“Mercy on us, John! Coal may be
six dollars & ton then!"—Atlanta
Constitution.

Jack—"I've resolved to give up
drinking and betting and all that
mort of thinz.” Tom-—"0h, youll
never keep that resolution.' Jack—
“I'll bet you the drinka I do."—Glas-
gow Evening Times.

She—"Why does a rhip have tn
weigh its anchor every time it leaves
port?” He—*Well —er—you ses, the
wright is constantly changing on se-
eount of the binnacles that grow on
it in the water."—Philadelphia Press.

To Avoid & Strain.—''Fesling blue,
are vyou, Mr. Lightwayte,” said Misa

Jimplecute, sympathetically. “You
ought to do romething to ooccupy
your mind. I don’t mean,” she added

aiter a moment, “that yon ought to
work very hard at anything.”--Som-
srville Journal

TEA DRINKING {N THE SOUTH

The Quantity Consumed Mas Greatly
Inmeovenned During the Last
£ Few Years, .

o - T

*The incressed consumpfion of tes
§3 one of the iateresting phases of
modern commervcial life in the south,”
said & drummer for @ New Orleans
house, according to the Timee-Dem-
ocrat, “snd you would be surprised
at the vast change which has takea

~

PR R

in the fire department, having lived at
reveral of the engine houses and hav-
ing moved from one to another when-
ever her owner was fransferred. Nhe
has slept on the top of the hook and
ladder truck sinee she has been at the
No. 4 house, and has Qeen carried tn
fires with the company a number of
times. If an alarm came in when she
was asleep on the truck she never
took the trouble to move, but would
remain on the truck until it returned
from the fire.

Her two kittens: seem to have inher-
ited her love for the fire department,
and nince they have heen nld enough
to run about they hiive gone to almost
every fire. When an alarm comes in
the kittens will make a run for the
truck and glimb to the top of it. As
the big truck sways through the.
stteets the kittens hang on, apparent-
ly enjoying the exciting ride. At the
fire they never venture off the truck,
but cur! up and go 1o sleep. Several

_times the firemen have attempted to

make the kittens stay away from fire~,
but every alarm that comes in finds
them ut their post on top of the truck,

~ ANTS AND LEMONADE

The Littlg Inseccts Know How to Make
s Refreshing Sammer
Drink.

*Did you ever koouw that anta will
Mahe iemonade " askred the talkative
grocer, relates the Philadelphia Ree-
ord. “Yes, i’z a faer. | nappened to
cat a lemon the other day, and inft it
on the counter. - A couple of minutes
later | noticed a bunch of ants making
a great to do around the lemon. The
antics of the livvle insecta were s0
methodical tha: 1 took 3 few minutes
off 10 investigate. A littie augpr had
been spiiled o the counter nvar the
spot where the jemon lay, and the ants
were busy makiong trips between the
sugar and the fruit. You may not
believe i1, sir, but every time one of
the little creatures made the trip he
carried baek a grain of sugar. which

was dropped into the lemon juice and
then eagerly devaoured.

*]t struck me that maybe the man-
ufaesture of the lemonade was only an
arcidental proceess, due to the close
proximity of the sugar and the lemon,
so 1 carefully swept the sugar away.
1t seems incredible, but as true as I'm
standing here those ants hunted
around untjl they found the sugar bar-

rel, when the whole Lunch trooped
back laden with sugar, which they
dipped n the juice and swallowed.

Wonderful is no name for jt!"”

Great Maine Foresta,

Maine's woods are known of all
men, but few realize that, vast and
deap as they are, they exceed seven-
told the extent of the “Black For-
est” of Germany, and cover nearly
one-half (9,000,000 acres) of the area
of the state. Hidden within theae
shaded wilds, the home of the mnonse,
America’s  greatest  game  animal,
there are maore than 1500 Jakes,
camprising one-fifth of the surface
of the state,  Their pure, pellucid
waters fairly abound in ish of many
kinds. In only three or four spots
on this globe may one find in the
same area an equal number of lakes
and ponds., Combined, they repre-

- fac

place in this respect. The fact ia thas
during the past few years the changes
in Lhe 2ea business have amounted to
s revolution. 1 have just returned
from a trip on the road, and 1 touched
som= of the more remote places in
Texas and Missinaippi, and while I
bave been out betore in the same ter.
ritory, 1 was surprised at the in-
creaxed number of tea drinkers.

“Up to a few years ago in the mors
remote sectiona of the couniry tes
was used almost exclusively in the
sick room. ‘Tes had to be bought in
the couatry from the druggist. The
man who dealt in genera. merchan-
dise rarely thought of sellng tea, un- -
le~~ he had a medirine counter in his
store. Tea was somethiog finicky,
romething tn he g'ven ta ths con-
valescing patient, along with erackers,

tarteiess broth, and things of that
sor*.
“This is not the ea-e paw. Tea is

bought in rather large gqonantities by
country merchants, and the country
24:k u<e it for other 1han sich room
purpases, M ois  extensively  used
thraughout the evnutry.

“There s a ~till mare interesting
in ecnuection with the growth
of the tea trade  Neygroed are now
great tea consumers. Yo would be
surpriced at the amnannt of tea eom-
si:ned by this element of the popu-
la'ion. Using tea i~ a nesw thing with
the negro ¢lement, but sinee they have
gotten into the tes drinking habit
th~y have vastly increased the econ.
sumption of the product.  Yes, they
have abont quit neing sassafras roots
for tea making purpa~rs, und thie
rather primitive drink iv now nsed for
it~ medicinal properties. It has ex-
changed paaces with the ather tea,

“These are some of the reasons fop
the increased consumprtion of tea.
There are, of course, many ather spe-
cial and general eaiises for 4he new
demand, and altogrther the ehangex
form a rather interesting subject ~o
far as moderm commeree is con.
eerned.™

Diatimctive “Readin’.™

An aged colored man, who ia well
known to some of the attaches of the
city hall, for whom he frequeuntly
doerz edd jobs at their homes, is fa-
miliarly called by the sxdbriquet of
“Tnte.,” One day “Tute” asked one
of his many employers if he would
kindly read » note for him. he re-
quest was complied  with, and it
proved to be a call upon “Tute’s™
services as a whitewasher and clean-
er of cellars. “Why. ‘Tute. ™ snid the
man, “thie is very plainly  written,
and vou snrely ought tn be able to
read this vourself, for I have fre.
guently seen vom veading the papers.”
*Well, that's just it." replied *Tute
“Va xee, 1 ean't read writin® readin’,
but I kin read readin’ readin’” Thia
peciliar explanation revealed that
“Tyte” could manage to read print,
Hut was nnable to read writing.—
Philadelphia Ledger,

A Diplomatic Reply,

“Does yvour wife open deiters
are ad/dressed to you?’ ecasnally in-
qnired the friend,

Naw, no man likes ta admit that his
mail is opened by annther and yet Hicg-
gins withed to be truthful.

“Nnt when thev are delivered at my
oftice.” he replied.- Chicago Post.
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