‘ever existed in: reallty I
rming an' opinion ‘on this
‘Secretary of the Inferlor, I
the supervision of ~Indian
qlal'duties brought me into

=2 | not only made the acquamtanee of some. of
L the most famous Indian chiefs of the time, when

v atlons for the purpose of

d had filled that part of the country
3 but they were then at peace, and

to work- as agriculturists. teamsters, and in
various other ways.

My little ‘party, seated in light wagons, had a

‘Missouri River across the arid plains, which on
that day were swept by one of those scorchingly
hot winds from the south characteristic of that
region in summer-time. Arrangements had
been .made for several changes of horses at
convenient intervals.

Two young Sioux Indians, serving as guides,
rode ahead of us on their ponies and gave us an
illustration of Indian endurance. We observed
them scampering to and fro, occasionally
‘disappearing in the distance far in advance, |
then galloping back to report something to the
interpreter accompanying us, then dashing
forward again.  We arrived at the agency after
nightfall, thoroughly jaded. But our two Sioux
guides, who had been on horseback all day in
the stifling heat, having, as I learned, changed
‘ponies only once, were, after their. ride of far
more than ninety miles,—for they had many a
time doubled their tracks,—seemingly as fresh as
ever, :

The next morning, stepping out on the veranda
of the agency house, I saw emerging from the
clusters of teepees — wigwams— covering the
plain around us, a cavaleade of Indians in white
blankets advancing in single file toward us.
There were about thirty of them, This procession | ;
of Indians in white, slowly and silently movmg
on, had something solemn about it.

“What does this mean?”’ I asked the agent.

“They are chiefs who want to speak to the,
Great Father, I guess,” was the answer. 'lhe’

not only upon the President, but also upon the |
Secretary of ‘the Interior, or indeed upon any |
high officer of the government representing: the|
President.

. “No,” said the agent. “Probably v%m
" 'complaint. They were told that you d
come, and have been looking for you anxiously.
I recognize the man at the head of the procession.
It is White Thunder, one of the best Indians on’

. )]. the regervation.”

““Why does not Spotted Tail—the head chief—
i come with them to see me?’”

the varlous Indmn 4

hard  drive of abotit ninety miles from the|

to have draped “his toga when ad
senate, and spoke, as. translated to. me
the - interpreter,” somewhat in- this wise: -

““Great Fa,ther, 1 have come to welcome -
you and to speak wlth you. I have long
been . expecting: you. My heart is glad’
‘because you are here. My heart is good. .
I am obedient to the Great Father.  What
the Great Father tells me to do, I do. -
What have I done that the Great Father
does not trust me?” -

- He stopped for an answer. I was puzzled,
for I did not know of anything done by
the government that might have provoked
such a question. So T looked inquiringly
at the agent, who whispered: “I do not
know what he can mean. These Indians
have very strange notions sometimes.””

I then turned' to White Thunder and
said: “Why do you "say that the Great
Father does not trust you? Here I am.
Your people are many thousands. I have
come among you, not with an army, but
alone, accompanied only by a few friends.
Is .not this proot enough that I have
confidence in you? What stronger proof
would you have ?”’

Whien' “the interpreter reported these
words there came from the Indians a
grunt that sounded like a sign of satisfac-
tion. But White Thunder answered :

“Great Father, what you say is true.
You have come because you know that
my heart is good. And I am glad that
you have come. But why have you sent
soldiers upon my land? That shows that

title “Great Father” is bestowed. by the Indians | I

“Do you know what they want ?”? l

2youi'do not trust me, and makes me sad.”’

being soldiers on the reservation. When setting
out upon 1wy journsy:I-had expressty dediined to
have a military escort with me, for the" very
reason that I wished to show the Sioux my
feeling of security among them."

that there was a'party of government surveyors
on the reservation, to stake out farm lots for the
Indians; that these surveyors, being a little
afraid ot the Sioux, had asked for a military
guard to protect them; that a squad of soldiers
had been furnished £or that purpose from the
nearest military post, and that there seemed to
be good reason for this precaution, as the Indians

| were night after night pulling up the stakes set

by the surveyors during the preceding day, and
trying to stampede their horses.

Having received this information, I spoke to
White Thunder again.

“Your agent tells me that the men who survey
land for you have asked for soldiers to protect
their camp. I knew nothing of this. Had I

soldiers to come. I would have said to the
surveyors that they were safe among you. But
would not that have been a mistake? I am
sorry to hear that your young men have pulled
up during the night the stakes set by the
surveyors, and tried to drive away their horses.
This is wrong. It makes me sad. If such evil
things are done, is it not necessary to have
soldiers here for the protection of the surveyors’
camp ?. What say you?”

¢ Send Away the Soldiers.”

posture and with a wave of the hand replied:
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-I'was surprised; for. I knew" nothing of them{‘

In answer to my inquiry, the agent explained .

been asked I would not have permitted the |-

{

White Thunder drew himself up to a majestlo :

WHITE THUNDER SPEAKS,

l dlgmty of a person whom stand!ng in the:
| is above question.
With the true instlnet of a gentlanan
receives a friend as™a guest in his house,
entirely abstained from urging—even hinting
—any of those complaints or requests W
usually form the staple of the Indian’s talk when
'he comes into contact with a representative o
the government. He touched business only in
reply to a question on my part, and then merely
by expressing his satisfaction with the treatmen
 he received and with the. prompiness of my 0
{ sending away the soldiers. -
| With assurances of mutual “‘good hearts’
{parted, and I have always remembered
| Thunder as one of the .Indians of my aj
" jance whose faithful portraiture would
|fitted a place among Fenimore Oooper's noble
| savages. :
__{ During the autumn of the same year a revolt
1 broke out at the White River Ageuoy in western'
i

{ Colorado. The nebelllous Indians killed

agent and held his family and the
‘einployés captives, among them some
It was a wanton outrage, for which,
only a few of the Ute Indians wem
-1 gible.
Great excitement arose in the S!ntaeot Ool'
| Horrible stories flew about of Indian ¢
and of the perils to which the settlers and
miners in the mountains were ‘exposed ; and |
were widely believed, as is usually the case u
such circumstances. It looked for some time
if there would be an irresistible movement @
the people of Colorado to take the matter
their own hands and to exterminate the U
living within;the boundaries of the state,
Jinnocent together with the guilty. 8
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danger of bloody ocollisions, apt to lead to the |
most disastrous consequences. -
After having taken the necessary steps to
rescue the white captives sﬁg in the hangs of
Ri ] I

The Speech of White Thunder. the march back to their post. -,
From: that moment not a stake set by the
‘White Thunder was a splendid model of surveyors was touched by the Indians; the !

vigorous manhood, tall and erect, with horses of the surveyors not only remained

remarknbly handsome  face, strong -and noble; entirely unmolested, but when one strayed awa

features, keen but frank eyes, the eagla feather i




themselves with periect propriety. They observed
the various belongings of the drawing-room
with keen but entirely. decorous curiosity, and
1 were especially atfracted by a large crystal
chandelier which was suspended from the ceiling.
They wished to know where such a chandelier
i could be bought, and what it would cost; it
would be such an ornament to their house!

Chief Quray, the Statesman.

My official conversations with Ouray were of
a grave and melancholy character. But his

understanding. His talk was quite different
from that of the ordinary Indian chief. He
spoke like 2 man of ‘a high order of Intelligence
and of large views, who had risen aboye the
prejudices and aversions of his race, and he

precise, entirely unburdened by the figures
of speech and the superfluities commonly
current in Indian talk.

“the condition and the future of the Indian
in North America, and expressed his
mature conclusions with the simple
hended perfectly the utter hopelessness of

progress of civilization. He saw clearly

ish.

make many of his people understand .this;
that so long as: they did not fully. appre-
ciate it, they should, as’'much as possible,
be kept out of harm’s way ;. that it was the
duty of influential chiefs to codperate with
the government to. make the .transition
as little dangerous and painful as possible;
that he, therefore, reoognlzed the necessity
of removing the Utes from’ Colorado, hard

"be, and that he: depended upon- me to

' favorable to his people. - Ouray was by far
the wisest Indian I have ever seen.

After the conclusion of our negotiations,
which resulted in the restoration of peace
and in the eventual removal of the Utes to
a, reservation'in Utah, Ouray returned to
his Western home.  Soon afterward he fell
fil and died. Then something of a very
touching character happened.

as the parting from their old: haunts might |

 feeling is seldom' met with, even in th
i refined society. Tt muist be added however,

“{Indian, when he makes a present to a white | .
| man, expects one in return, and his‘equanimity ‘|’

* |is by no means disturbed when that which he

* | receives is much more valuable than that which -

this was an exeeptional case. - Ordinaril

he has given. Nor does he differ much n this

| respect from a majority of the more civilized
race.

What 1 wish to show is that the ‘noble
savage” with chivalrous impulses and fine senti-

should not be regarded as a mere figment of the
imagination. He has existed, and no doubt he
exists even now. It should, indeed, be remem-

astonishingly clear comprehension of the difficul-
ties of the situation greatly facilitated a mutual |

expressed his thoughts in language clear and |

He had evidently pondered mueh over |

eloquence of a statesman. He. compre- |

‘the struggle of the Indians against the |

“that nothing was left to them but to accom-
modate themselves to: elvmzed ways, or to

He admltted thut it was very hard to {

bring about that removal under conditions ‘

bered that the same superior Indians are at the
same time in many respects not above the
barbarous habits and the ways of thinking of
their tribes.

ments, ‘as he occasionally appears in romance,

St
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Chlef Ouray, the Statesman.

My official conversations with Ouray were of
a grave and melancholy ‘character. But his
astonishingly clear comprehension of the difficul-
/| ties of the situation greatly facilitated a mutual
“l understanding. His talk -was quite different

spoke like a man of ‘a high order of Intelligence
- and of large views, who had risen aboye the
prejudices and aversions of his race, and he
expressed his thoughts in langua.ge clear and
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current in Indian talk.
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mature conclusions with the simple

hended perfectly the utter hopelessness of
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that nothing was left.to them but to aceom-
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Bensh

He admitted that 1t was very hard to
make many of lis people understand .this;

as little dangerous and painful as possible;
that he, therefore, recognized the necessity
of removing the Utes from Colorado, hard
as the parting from their old haunts might

the wisest Indian I have ever seen.
After the conclusion of our negotiations,
which resulted in the restoration of peace

. a reservation in Utah, Ouray returned to
his Western home. Soon afterward he fell
fll and died. Then something of a very
touching character happened

Some-time after Ouray’s death I received from
a govemment .agent on the Ute
‘Tetter which Ouray’s widow,
dictated to him. In it she told me' that 1 had
been her departed husband’s best friend. He
had said so. I had also done much to save his
people from grave disaster and was therefore
their best friend. She wished to give me, in

| she valued most. Would I accept that present?

The Gift to the Great Father.

I thereupon wrote to the agent, asking him to
inform himself whether my accepting such a
| present would have a good effect with the Utes,
and also, whether, if such acceptance were
| thought advisable, it would be the proper thing
my part to send a present in return, and if
80, what it should be.

: .Tweeks afterward I reeeived a box

of speech and the superfluities commonly |

He had evidently pondered much over |

{
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be, and that he- depended upon me to |
bring about that removal under conditions
favorable to his people. Ouray was by far |
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