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Newspaper photos highlight
New Zealand PM's husband's
friendship with gay doctor
September 18, 2006

Photographs  published by the
Investigate magazine and the news-
paper Sunday Star Times has shown
the Prime Minister of New Zealand
Helen Clark's husband, Peter Davis,
being hugged and kissed by openly gay
Auckland GP (General Practitioner)
Dr. Ian Scott on election night 2005.
The editor of Investigate, lan Wishart,
stated that at no time has Investigate
ever suggested Davis is gay.

Wishart said that he has "Been target-
ing Mr Davis for months and has
appealed for readers to send him
details of his private life. [My] article
makes no homosexual inferences and
is merely an attempt to background
Davis ahead of reports to follow."

Investigate has been publishing a
series of stories involving Davis about
an alleged incident overseas. They
were tipped off by New Zealand law
enforcement. "The picture is all about
trying to find out more about the
alleged incident. [I am] working
through overseas sources to investigate
the allegations. Regardless of what his
investigation uncovers, the results will
be published." Wishart also says there
is more 'dirt' to come.

Clark has called it a "pack of lies" and
labelled it as a smear campaign. "I've
been aware of a smear campaign circu-
lating for many months. Actively cir-

culated by National Party people. And
I've had countless friends phone me
about it. It's been assiduously spread
through circles in business, the law,
accountants — it's just come from all
quarters."

Dr. Scott is a close friends of the cou-
ple and was, according to Clark, "rea-
sonably boisterous and drunk," when
the situation occured and Davis was "a
bit disgusted," when he was kissed.

"We have a particularly small group of

very close friends . . . and Ian is right
in there. He is one of our oldest friends
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and nastiness about it and it will stoop
to anything," Clark said.

Brash said that he rejects and con-
demns the rumour-mongering and a
spokesman said: "he [Brash] nor any
of his MPs were involved in spreading
them [rumours]. National believes the
private lives of politicians and their
families should be just that — private."

A source for the National Party said
that people had phoned in with the
rumour and National told them to "go
away."

as a couple. There is not a shred of Gerry Brownlee, Deputy leader of

truth to what Wishart says," said
Clark.

"People just fall about themselves
laughing when they see that was the
great 'gay' allegation," Clark said.

Clark has partly blamed the Exclusive
Brethren for the smear campaign as
they were allegedly the ones who cam-
paigned to unseat Labour and also alle-
gations that they hired a private detec-
tive to follow Davis, the church has
denied having any involvement. Clark
has said "the smear campaign against
her husband had spread far too wide
for it to be the work of the Brethren
alone," so she also blames Brash.

"I think the National Party has stooped
to new levels with his leadership. I
think we're seeing the absolute desper-
ation of, actually, the far Right in pol-
itics, which feels it has a right to rule,
couldn't cope with losing three elec-
tions in a row and there's a desperation

National, denies any National Party
involvement. He said: "Despite Don
Brash coming under fire for admitting
his marriage was in difficulties amid
speculation he had an affair, National
is not in a vengeful mode and rejects
any such suggestion. The private lives
of the families of MPs should be left
out of the public eye."

Media experts are passing off
Investigate's story as poor journalism.
Including the head of New Zealand
Broadcasting School, Paul Norris.
Norris said: "The leader of a party has
to expect their private life to impact on
their leadership but in this case it
seems Clark does not have a lot to
answer to. The story has very little
substance."

Clark has denied that a meeting
between Brash to discuss toning down
personal attacks will take place. But
does say a meeting between party rep-
resentatives could be arranged.
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Clark has told the New Zealand Police
that she believes that they have been
followed by private detectives. The
police are yet to confirm that they are
investigating the claim as of Monday
morning. Clark said that she has been
"told by a number of sources that pri-
vate investigators have been hired to
follow both herself and her husband,
Professor Peter Davis."

Wanaka, New Zealand
attempts bra chain record
September 19, 2006

Wanakafest has attempted to break the
world record for the longest bra chain.
They fell short by 107,297 bras, but
raised more than NZ$10,000 for the
Breast Cancer Research Trust charity
in the attempt to beat the record cur-
rently held by Cyprus. The record is
114,782 bras which was made on
April 30 this year.

The bra chain, however, did manage to
create a distance of 5 kilometers from
7,485 bras collected from all over the
world over a period of six weeks. The
bras included such places as United
States, United Kingdom, Spain,
Germany, Australia and  from
numerous places in New Zealand.
1,000 bras collected in North
Hampton, England, courtesy of the
BBC, did not count for the final tally.
Three sacks full of bras, delivered
complete with spiders, cob webs and
cockroaches, from the world-famous
Cardrona bra fence in Otago which
farmer John Lee had to dismantle after
council pressure earlier this year.

Wanakafest managed to collect
$10,000 for charity by donations sent
in with people's bras, bras previously
owned by celebrities were auctioned
on New Zealand auction site,
TradeMe, community fundraisers and
an art auction.

Kerry Quin, Wanakafest manager, said

that she was "thrilled with how the
community got behind the fundraiser.
We have had so much support — not
only from Wanaka locals, but also
from throughout New Zealand. It’s
great to be able to give money to such
a worthy cause."

The Wanakafest organisers are unsure
what will happen to the bras collected
but Ms Quinn has said that a Napier
charity asked for them and were not
told what the purposes for them were.

Quinn said: "Some were so tiny you
wonder why they bother, and some so
big you wonder how they walk!"

World Wars lowered New
Zealanders life expectancy
September 20, 2006

A population study, released by
Statistics New Zealand titled A
History of Survival in New Zealand,
highlights that the life expectancy of
New Zealand males born in the mid
1890's would have been five years
higher without the impact of the two
world wars, as 10% of males died in
war. Also males born in the late 1910's
would have had a three year higher life
expectancy, without the impact of the
two world wars as well. The new
study is an international study of
survival and mortality.

The study also reveals that a male born
in the late 1870's would have had an
average life span of 51-years-old and
in the 1930's the average life span was
69-years-old. And in females the life
expectancy is 75-years-old, previously
55-years-old.

Kim Dunstan, Statistics NZ demogra-
pher, said: "The dramatic lifespan
changes were attributed to many fac-
tors, including improved hygiene,
sanitation, medicines and infectious
disease control. Changes in lifestyle
had also made an important

difference."

People born in the late 1870's had a
23% chance of not making it to see
their 15th birthday, people born in the
1900's had a 15% chance, people born
in the 1930's had a seven percent
chance, people born in the 1960's had
a three percent chance and those born
around the 1990's had a one percent
chance.

Mr Dunstan said: "The study provided
the most complete picture of how long
New Zealanders lived and showed for
the first time the impact of war deaths
on the population. Death comes to us
all and it does affect us at a lot of lev-
els. A lot of people have had family
members who died in the war and can
relate to their own experiences."

A History of Survival in New Zealand
also shows that New Zealand is one of
the few countries in the world that has
an almost complete and detailed histo-
ry of births, deaths and migration
information dating back to the late
1800's. This study is a historic book
full of births, deaths and external
migration for the population of New
Zealand. It will also be used in the
future relating to health, population
and mortality areas. It is also unique
because it follows the population from
birth right through to death. "We see
the study very much as the basis for
further work ... across other organisa-
tions in New Zealand and, indeed,
internationally," Mr. Dunstan said.

New Zealand songwriter Don
McGlashan wins second Silver
Scroll

September 21, 2006

Yesterday the Prime Minister of New
Zealand, Helen Clark, presented song
writer, Don McGlashan with his sec-
ond Silver Scroll at an exclusive
awards ceremony. The song that won
him the prestigious APRA music
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award was the hit song Bathe in the
River which featured in the hit New
Zealand movie No. 2 sung by
Wellington singer, Hollie Smith.

McGlashan won his first Silver Scroll
in 1994 for his song Anchor Me when
he was with the band The Mutton
Birds.

Anthony Healey, APRA New Zealand
Director, said: "Bathe in the River is a
song that captures the hearts and emo-
tions of everyone who hears it. All
Don's music is emotive and powerful
and this song is no exception.
...Absolute classic."

There were four other songs that were
finalists in the award that is based on
songwriting, not record sales. One
other song that was written by
McGlashan was a finalist.

Other winners at the ceremony were:

- Richard Bennett was presented
with the Maioha Award at the
Silver Scroll ceremony for his
waiata E Hine (waiata is the
Maori term for song and
singing).

- Ross Harris's song Symphony
No. 2 won the Sounz
Contemporary award for the
third time. Harris said: "[It] is
intended to convey the terrible
sadness of the man-made hell
of war."

- James Reid for the single Stand
Up which was the most per-
formed work in New Zealand.

« Neil Finn took the award, once
again, for the most performed
work overseas.

Evermore were nominated this year
after winning the award last year.

Complaint made against
internet provider iHug upheld
September 22, 2006

A complaint made against Internet ser-
vice provider (ISP) iHug by M.
McNatty has been upheld by the
Advertising  Standards ~ Authority
(ASA). McNatty complained that he
was not told of the special conditions
of banner adverts he saw on the iHug
website.

McNatty said: "I signed up [to iHug]
but discovered I had shot over my
limit and THUG had reduced my
download speed from 100 to 64kps. I
rang THUG and they explained that I
had gone over my 1 GB traffic allot-
ment by 230%. I explained I was on
the 3Gig plan and they went on to tell
me that 2 of the 3GB can only be used
between the hours of 2am and 10am."
He then went on to talk to the manager
of iHug but was told there was nothing
he could do so he asked to be
upgraded to the more expensive option
of the 15 GB plan.

iHug replied to the complaint by say-
ing: "It appears that M. McNatty has
briefly looked at the front page of our
broadband section without either read-
ing down the page to the what you get
section or clicking on the info or join
now links on our website. If he had, he
would have found information about
the peak and off-peak split of data
allowances. He has then rung the iHug
call centre, where our call centre
personnel have been instructed to
inform customers of the details of data
allowances because many customers
don't understand how much data they
will need. If the customer service rep-
resentative has failed to explain how
the data allowances work then that is a
mistake on our part, for which I am
sincerely apologetic. iHug has taken
steps to resolve this by stressing to
Customer Service Managers that they

must remind their teams to fully
explain data allowances during the
sign up call."

iHug then went on to apologize to
McNatty if felt he had been misled but
said: "I think it is unreasonable for M.
McNatty to expect all information per-
taining to a broadband application to
be contained in detail on a small ban-
ner advert which is clearly design to
capture interest only and lead the
customer to further information."

The ASA complaint board then
reviewed the advertisement and noted
that the advertisement clearly identi-
fied that information related to the
offer was available on other pages and
that a customer would most likely
know that plans varied and would ask
for clarification before subscribing.

But then said, referring to the 3GB
plan advertisement; "However,
nowhere in the main offer or the
immediate conditions headed, "ihug
broadband — what you get", did it
inform the consumer that 2 of the 3GB
could only be used between the hours
of 2am and 10am, one third being
peak user time, two thirds being off-
peak user time. This, in the
Complaints Board's view, significantly
diminished the offer of '3 GB data', to
the extent that the offer could be con-
sidered to be 'exaggerated. As such
the Complaints Board said that it
would be likely to mislead the
consumer."

They also noted that the wording
"generous peak download allowance"
was a hyperbole and overstated the
product offered, which amounted to
misleading the customer.

The Complaints Board said: "A web-
site advertisement was not limited by a
time constraint such as a television
advertisement, or restricted by space
available, and thereby there was no
apparent reason why this paramount
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condition could not be more obvious
in relation to the offer."

The complaints board then said that if
special condition reduced the offer in
value then those conditions need to be
obvious. They noted that the ad does
say conditions do apply. "However, as
the condition in this instance dimin-
ished the offer in a major way, the
Complaints Board was unanimously of
the view, that it should have been dis-
closed in an obvious manner, as part
of the initial offer or in close prox-
imity to it," said the complaints board.

The board then noted that the adver-
tisement was in violation of the sec-
ond rule in the Code of Ethics which
states  "Truthful  Presentation -
Advertisements should not contain any
statement or visual presentation or cre-
ate an overall impression which
directly or by implication, omission,
ambiguity or exaggerated claim is mis-
leading or deceptive, is likely to
deceive or mislead the consumer,
makes false and misleading repre-
sentation, abuses the trust of the con-
sumer or exploits his/her lack of expe-
rience or knowledge. (Obvious hyper-
bole, identifiable as such, is not con-
sidered to be misleading)." The board
did uphold the complaint.
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