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V. A Letter from the Reverend Mr Morton, 4. M.
and 8. R.8. to Dr Hans Sloane, S. R. Secr.
Containing & Relation of River and other Shells
digg’d up, together with Variows Vegetable Bo-
dies, in a Bituminous Muarfby Earth, near Mears~
Afhby in Northampronfhire: With fome Res
fleCions thereupon : As alfo an Account of the Pro-
grcf.v be has made i the Natural Hiftory of Noi-
thamptonfhire.

N obedicence to your Commands, I fend you the Ac-
count of the Land, and River Shells lately difcoverd

by the Worthy and Inquifitive Mr Coxe of Mears-Afbby in
Northamptonfbire, in a Moorith Paflture in Mears-Afbby
Field. 1 vifited the place my f{elf, he very generoufly
attending and affifting me. ¥ know the Relation will be
the more acceptable to you, and ‘tis indeed of greater Re-
oard, becaufe Land ands River Shells are {o very rarely
met with in Digging into the Earth, in comparifon of Sea
Shells, and the Tecth and Bones of Marine Animals
which indeed occur almoft every where, and in all Coun-
tries. 'The Reafon of which is now no longer a Diffi-
culty, thefe Bodies having been {hewn to be all Remains
of the Univerfal Deluge 3 and the Marine Shells being
more ponderous than thofe of the Land and Rivers,
funk and were lodg'd deeper in the Earth, and fo were
preferv'd by that means 5 whereas the later being left ge-
" nerally
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nerallyupon.the Surface, perifh’d, and are at this day rarely
met with. _

Caufing.one to dig into the Moorifh Ground above-
mentioned, we found a fmall number of Snail Shells of
various kinds buryed there. At about a foot in depth
they lay very- thick ; and finking ftill downwards the
number rather encreafed till we came to the depth of
about three foot. ‘Twas troublefome to fink deeper on
purpofe 5 but we made Tryals for a confiderable extent
of Ground, wiz. about 25¢ foot in length, and 130 in
breadth. Befides, the fame Shells:were caft up in feveral
places, at diftance, by Moles. What we principally obe
ferved in this-fearch was 1. A moift Moorigl black Earth,
in fome places a foot and a half, in others fomewhat
above two foot in thicknefs. The lower half of it is
blacker and denferthan the upper Lalf, of a Bitcuminous
Nature, and has all the Charalters of Peat-Earth. Be-
fides Shells we found. Stalks and Leaves of Grafs, and allc
of many Kinds of other Vegetables repofited as ufual in
like Bituminous Moors, in other parts of this Ifland.
2. White Earth;. fo at firlt we call'd it: But upon
clofer Infpection it appear'd to be little more than Hay
half wafted. So deep as we funk into it, we found it
every where copioufly interfpers'd with Shells.

The finding thefe Shells Under Ground made it very
reafomable to enquire whether.there were any of the like
at this time living upon the furface. I diligently fearch’d
this place, but cou’d not meet with any- Live oncs of any
Kind whatever there.

The Foffil Shekis were fome thz Exuvie of Land-Snails,
the reft of River or Freth Water-Snails: Of the former
there were the three following kinds. 1. A {mall Bucei-
num of Bve wreaths, the Buccinum exiguum gquingue ax-
fraFunm, Tit..7. Lifd, in-Traitat. de Cochleis Terseftr. Angl.

A Kind obferwd by Dr Lsffer to live in Mofs upon old.
Garden
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Garden Walls at Effrope in Lincolnfhire 5 by my (elf, ai
the Mofly Roots ot Old Trees in many of the Nor-
thamptoufoire 'Woods, as alfo among(t Mofs upon the
Boggy fides of feveral {tanding Springs.

2. A Cochlea of the comprefled Kind, but not {o much
eomprefled as fome of them are. It has five Wreaths and
a {mall circular Simus in the Center. This, if it is not the
Cochlea wmbilicata &e. N. 79. Lifp. Hiff. Conchyl. Lib. 1.
has not hitherto been mention'd by any Writer 5 tho
comwmon enough in the Woods in" Northanptonfhire : I
found a' greater Number of them, for the Compafs of
Ground, -inclos'd in the Earth, than ever I have done in
any of the Places where they naturally breed.

3. The Cochbea citrina Tit, 3. Lifh. de Cochl. Terref?, Ang,
The Common Strip'd Snail-fhell. But moft of thefe in
the Moor are‘White, of the Colour of the Shells thac
‘have been a long time dead. - In fome I faw faint foot-
fteps of their former Stripes. Moft of the Shells of this
Kind were lodg'd about 4 foot deep.

We met with only two different Kinds-of River-Sheils.
1. A Perewinkle Shell of three Wreaths, generally lefs
than the Buwccinum trinm Spirar. Tit. 24. Lifd. de Cock-
leis Fluviatil. Anmg. There were a greater Number of
thegz buried in -the Moor than of any of the former
Kinds.

2, A Perewinkle Shell of five Wreaths, ‘much {malle:
and more prominent than thofe of the Bwceimum longuns
fex Spirarum Tit. 21. Lift. de Coch, Fluviat. Tis other-
wife very like that Buccinum in the fathion of its Wreaths,
It has not-yet been defcribd by any Auchor. We find
thic Kind now living in one-of the Northamptonfhire Brooks
call'd the Je.

The Moorith Ground wherein thefe Shiclls were buryed
extends from near the top to very near the foot of a fmall
Hill, - Above the Moor, upen the Top, and at the Brow
of the Hill, isa Sandy Soil of a Reddith Colour. The

whole



( 2213 )
whole face of the Moor is plain and even, confommable
to the reft of the Hill not thus’ Moory of the fame De-
clination with it ; and appears to be in a Natural, and
Undifturbed ftate, as much fo, as any of the Slades in the
Neighbouring Fields; excepting that 3 or 4 Trenches
have been cut through it of late.

“Tis evident that thefe Shells were left at the Deluge,
when thofe from Sea were alfo repoficed at Land y and
not buryed fince by Deterrations from the Ground above.
For then the upper parts of the Moor mult have been
cover'd with a Reddith Sand, fuch as the Ground is for
the main compos'd of 5 but nothing like that dppears near
the Shells in this Moor, Befides, here are dug up feverz!
Shells that in all likelyhood never bred here, buf are
Inhabicants of - a different Soil : Particularly the friped
Snail-Shell. . For thefe Animals bhave peculiar Soils, and
affe®t particular Regions.

But what I here give only brief hints of, will appear
in a much-better Light when rank'd among(t other lite
Relations, in the Natural Hiftory of Northampton/hire.
Yau are very kind in your Enquiries about the Prografs
of ‘that- Work 35 and very many of my Friends in this
Country have been prefling in their Sollicitations to have
it at an end. I am mighty fenfible of theiv Good Wilhes
both to me, and to that Undertaking ; and hope all
here are now well {atisfied it goes on as faft as is pradti-
cable. T have indeed exceeded the time I at firft pros
pofed 5 but this is owing to the Growing of Macerials
upon my Hands, and the Difficulty of treating of them
in a manner that was fit, and would render the Defign
ufcful. Thofe who have well weigh'd this, lcave me
very frankly to my own Time: Asnd I will domy beft
to acquit my {elf of the Task with fuch PDifpatch, - that
they {hall have no €aufe to think their Indulgence and
‘Generofity mifplaced. I have gone through the feveral
Heads of the Heavens and Air, the Waters, the Earths,
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the Stones, the Sca Shells and other Masine Bodies found
at Land 3 and am now upon that of the Plants ; having
only that of the Brutc Animals, that of the Humane
Bodics, and that of the Ares; to finifh. . Nows as to this,
at the {ame ume that I will have more Regard to the
Performing it in fuch a manner, -as to render the Defign
Ufeful, than to the Lurrying it to an End 5 aud you and
the reft of my Friends may depend upon’t, that I will
not fofe one fingle Hour that I can fpare from the Exi-
gences of my other Affairs, till I have accomplith'd the
whole, I am

S IR,
Yours, &c.

J.. Morton.

V. An account of a very large Tumonr in the fore part
of the Neck, &c. By DrJames Douglas.

Lately bad the opportunity of opening a Woman,

about §0 years cld, who had a very large Tumour,
or hard Swelling, in the fore par of ber Neck, poflifling
all the fpace between the whole extent oi the iower Jaw
and the upper pare of the Stermums, widh a confiderable
rifing in its middle 5 laterally its point inclining to the
Left fide, tho the biggeft part of the Tumour wias on the
Right. The Skin on the Apex of this protubciating part
was thin and fhrivelld, of a colour diffcreur S the
reft, and lookt as if the Swelling would have Groke in
that place..
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