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EDITORIAL

The new laws governiug the National Conn-
cil or Kui-chung-Bu descrve more than a pas-
sing notice.  In looking ever the original text
we cen not help bt adrnaire the way in which
the laws are formulited.  Great pruise is doe
to His Majesty for sanctioning the idea of con-
strueting the Goverament on a regular and
systematic basis, and mueh eredit should be
given to those who helped His Majesty to make
thom. The whale text hus been translated in-
43 English, and we will publish it little by
little in successive issuss, wntil it is completed.
Therefore we do not here review the whole con-
t mts, but there are some points which we con-
sider will have far-reaching effects in the po-
litics of this Government,

According to the new law all matters of na-
tional tmportance will be diseussed at the open
Couneil by the members of the bady, and the
Ministers of State who Lhave become ex-officio
membeors of it The questions that come up
bufore the Counctl will bedebated by any mem-
ber, and each will tell the wosld his own ideain
the matter by his vote.
found with the Korcan stutesmen was that
one eouid not tell where they stood in the
important questions of the nation. They all
Xept a diplomatie silenee in all things, hence
the vrorld had no opportunity to judge them.
But under the new law every body will have
& change to express his opiuion by speech and
vote.  Another Important poing in the law is
that His Mujesty will attend the Conneil meet-
ings and he will hear the debates of the menm-
hers.  The difficulty which has hitherto ex-
il#ed in the Govorument was that whenever
His Majesty consulted his Ministers the mect-
ing was always & private one.  Henee one
Minister made one representation of a case to
him, and ancther told another story of the
same casc when his turn for audienee cama.
On account of this arrangement there has been
much confusion to His Majesty, But when
the new Jaw goes into effect His Majosty will
be present at the sessions of the Council and
will hear the open debate of different Coun-
éilors.  From these debates he will know the

facts of the cage and with that knowledge he
will form his opinion. On the whole the uew

luw is similer to the laws
wavwlastio.com

The trouble we have |

governing the Go- |

vernments of Europe and America, and it will
mirimize the possible corruption of the offiel-
al class. The personel of the new Council
seems to mect the approval of the people. The
I'resident, Kim Pyeng Shi, is an old type of
statcsman with a clean record, and is sad to
be very honest and fair in his dealings. He
may not be familar with Western civilization
but a conscrvative man with an honest heart
is far prefersble to a corrupt kaiwhaite, The
next person among the new Councilors is Mr.
Min Yung Whan, who is now on his way
home from Russia.  Mr. Min is known to
most ot the foreiguers in Seoul.  He is con-
sidered by the natives as well as foreigners
as onc of the best members of the Min family.
He always conduets himself as a gentleman
and his past record is better than any other
of the influential Mins of the days gone by.
He was se. £ to Russia to represent his Go-
vernmenit at *he Coronation of the Czar, where
le asgociated with the high officials of the Rus-
sian Gevernment, and saw the wonders of 2
e*vilizad Western nation, which will be a fine
edueation to him. We expeet great things of
him when he reaches home aud takes a seat
in the New National Coancil.  With a few
exceptions the rest of the Conncilors are loyal
to His Majesty, and, when properly guided,
will do whatever is good for Korea and her
people.

YOCAL ITEMS.

Mrs. D A, Bunker guve a linch party last Satuaday.
Tlhiose present werci—>Mrs. Waeber, Mrs. Jaisohn, Mrs,
Allen, Mrs. Hulbert, Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Underwood and
Miss Wambold.

Cho Ml Bong sued Kim Bong Suk ef of of Sang-¥Won
10 the Seval Conrt for $74 40 which amount he ehvimsthey
awe him. Fhe Conrt gave him an order to the Governor
of HlankIKyeng sting that the case be thoroughly in-
vestignted and if the representation of the eomplainant is
vurrect, the Governor may use his power to recover the
noney #nd turn it over to hitn, The compliinant thougle
Lhe order was not worded stromg enongh o guit hing so
he added another seutence at the end of the original order,
say” g that the Governor st secover the money within
i fow diys alter receipt of the onder and give it to the coin-
plainant,  ‘Lie counterfeit order was discovered by the
Goveranr, and on the charge of altering publie document,
the complainant was arrested, aml tie case was reportad
tor the Seonl Conrt, Mored, Tlonesty is the best policy.

The aceouint of the robbery at the Koman Catholie en-
the Jeal last Batarday night was wnentioned n our Lt i
sie, Tl thiels nume i Yi Bong Kuk who emererd the
honse of H, K. I Tai-Won-Kun five months ago for the
purpoee of robhery. e was cuptured at the time, and
sarved ont his term of onr montl's imprisoument only a
few avelk ngo,

AMr.and Mis, CL 8, Auldis ave visiting Seoul,  They ure
the L s of the Deitsh Consulute.  Mr. Addis i con-
neeted with the Hongkong #nd Shanghai Bank,

British gonkont feacnct and Bussian gunboat Koretz
have arrived e Chenanlpo,

T4 is reported that the Japanese Minister Mr, Hara
will return to J-pom in a few days As the rumor goes,
his midden deperture is said to have an important bear-
ing in politics,  When Mr. Flura came here he receiv-
ed insiructions from the last Cabinet, bot lately the Cab.
inet hus changed, hence with it the policy of the Govern-
ment has also nnddergone slterations,  He will retarn to
Japin to receive either a new instruetion from Count Ok-
umu or he may resign his post in Korea altogether, and a
new Minister will come.  We will be aorry if Mr. Harn
shnild leave us permanently, as e hos been a very genial
friend to wany who have known him during his short re-
sidence here. .

The Beptemher number of the Repository containg
some vulushle Notes on the Relgning Dyvnasty, & subject

ing, Mr. Buird coucludes his lucid and convincing ar-

- deliberation. (1)

that i1 frexh to most of us anid cannot fuil to be interest- !! will be

gument in repard to Polygamiats and the Church. Mr.
Bunker telly us about the success of the Pui (hai School
during the past year und Dr. Filkins interests tho)se who
are philologically inclined by a few words on the I ol ysyl
abism of the Korean type of langusge. The Editorial
Columns are unusually full and interesting and show &
thorough grasp of the political situation of the day. Cor-..
respondence brings out sore additivnal facts regard 1o
the story of Ta Jo Th Wany's retreat to Ham Keuvng _and
Yi Tk Seap gives a partimg and rather dauu_lang shot né
Mr. Huihert’s Thitetan origin of the Uninun. The notea
ave interesting bt ton few in munber to suit the majority
of the resders of the Bapository.

DEPALRTAMENT NEWS.

Magistrate of Chung Pyeng Yi Ké Tiun reporls that
150 rebely entered uis district and thre:ttgna:'l his life, 80
e prepared a hangquet and other entertainments for the
rebels and treated them very hospitably. "The rebels prale
sed him and went away. The War Office charged the
Magistrete with cowardice aud recornmended his dismin-
sal to the lome Dep't.

Col. Kim Han Chin of Chun-Ju reports that » larg@
wimber of reliels call themselves Christians and go about
the towns and commit ull sorts of outrages.  He took s
very prompt action in arresting these len. e furt‘her
veports that another hand of rebels call themselves Cons
fucinn disciples and are looting the villages of Sunchun

district. He requests the Home Dep't to instruct the

Magiatrate of the district to arrest these men.

Capt. Yi of Buk-Chung reports that 26 leaders of the
vebels were captured in Yung-Heung and Jang-Chin dis-
tricts and put in the provincial prison. The head Chief
is slil at large. .

President of the National Conneil Kim Pyeng &hi,
Minister of Finuace Sim Sang Hun, snd President of
V'rivy Council Min Ynog Chun sent in their resighationd
but 114 Majesty refused to nccept them.

Military Director Kim Chai Eun reports that Capt
Im Pyeng Il captured four leaders of rebels in Yu.m
Yang district and oblained several pieces of arms,
further reports that Kang-Wha Militia captured forty-
six rebels in Song-Wha district and shot them before a
crowd of people.

STEAMER BCHEDULE.

Toyoshima will be dne on the 4th und will leave for Ja-
pan on the 5th.  Genkai will be due from Chefuo on the
4th aod will leave for Japan on the Gth.  Sutsuma will
be dne from Lapan on the 5th aud will leave for Japan
and 1longkony on the 6th. Nagate will be due from Ja-
pan on the Sth and will sail for Jupun and ¥ ladivostock
on the same day.

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.

Sere. 50th.

Appaintient:—Royal Private Heuretary, Kim ?_yen;;
Wa: 1loyal Grave Keepers, Hong Chai Sung; Ki-Ja’s
Grave Keeper, Kim In ik

Besigned:—Loyal Private Secretary, Sim Ni Snp; Roy-
al Grave Keeper, Yi Chul Yony Ki-Ju's Grave Keeper,
Cliung Hi Cho.

(Continued from Jast issue).
Teuns Governing the Nutimuad Cowmail, .

{4) The foilowing matters will Le diserssed and decid-
ed by the Council.” (n) Laws, rules and vegnlations go-
verning the Government and the national affiirs in gen-
eral. (b} Abulition, revision, and interpretation af the
present laws, rules and regujations governing the wlola
national affairs. () Declarstion of war or making of
trenties with foreign countries. {d) In case of insurrec
tion or any, other disturbapee in the connry the Coun-
cil will niuke plans and devises to pacify such troubles,
{e) The nntiers relating to telegraph, ruilroad and min-
ing. (f) The Gtovarnment bnddget will be made by the
Council. () Special appropriution ean be.made by tha
Couneil. (1) The matters relating to establishment, or
abolition, increase or decrease of Government reverue ar
customs tariff. (3} The Council eanimake’changes infthe
saluries of oficials xnd other items in the budget f;n- this
year. (i) In case of using the private lands or timbers
for internal mprovements the proper price be decided by
the Council and r{:r ' to the ownerzor owners (k) His
Majesty may send special messages to the Couneil for its
Laws that are approved by Flis Majesty
announced to the people by the Conncil.

{To be continned).
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